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Mother of all treachery, says Paisley 


Orange Order 
chiefs say no 
to peace deal 

By Martin Fletcher and Andrew Pierce 
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THE Nonhem Ireland peace 
agreement suffered a serious 
blow last night when leaders 
of the Province's largest Prot¬ 
estant organisation said they 
could not recommend the deal 
without clarification of key 
issues. 

The Grand Orange Lodge 
expressed great unhappiness 
about the agreement during a 
five-hour meeting. But they 
resisted pressure from hard¬ 
liners to reject it outright and 
left open the possibility of 
reconsidering if the Govern¬ 
ment allayed their concents on 
prisoners, paramilitary disar¬ 
mament and policing. 

Spokesmen for the Orange 
Order, which has as many as 
100,000 members, denied that 
the outcome was a snub for 
David Trimble, the Ulster 
Unionist Party leader who 
negotiated the deaL but it was 
undoubtedly a setback. The 
Orange Order provides 100 
delegates to the party's S60- 
member council, which will 
discuss the issue cm Saturday’ 
and its views are bound to 
colour Unionist opinion. 

Only four of the Ulster 
Unionist Party's ten MPs 
openly support the agreement, 
and yesteitlay another came 
out against It Martin Smyth, 
just back from Australia, 
called it a ‘'staging post" to a 
united Ireland. 

The Rev Ian Paisley's Dem¬ 
ocratic Unionist Party mean¬ 
while described it as “the 
mother of all treachery" as it 
launched an all-out campaign 
to defeat the agreement in the 
May 22 referendum. The DU P 
and Bob McCartney's UK 
Unionist Party account for 
nearly 40 per cent of the 
Unionist vote and they hope 
thara sjjlit IflJPwilJ give them 
a majority to render the agree¬ 
ment unworkable. 

The DUP placed advertise- 
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Trimble: setback before 
crucial meeting 

ments in local newspapers 
claiming “the Trimble-Adams 
agreement” would lead “inex¬ 
orably to a united Ireland". It 
also announced rallies across 
the province, and promised 
every home a comprehensive 
document exposing the “de¬ 
ception and lies" erf the de al's 
proponents. 

There is widespread con¬ 
cern that the agreement pro¬ 
vides for die release of all 
paramilitary prisoners within 
two years without guaranteed 
disarmament — and not only 
north of the border. Michael 
Kirby, of the Irish Police 
Association, said: "Anybody 
who kills a policeman in the 
course of his duty should serve 
his foil term. It is an attack on 
the state itself." 

But Tony Blair insisted yes¬ 
terday that no prisoners 
would be released from Brit¬ 
ish jails until there was a clear 
end to violence. "The only 
circumstances in which there 
is early release is if there is a 
genuine giving up of violence 
on behalf of all paramilitary 
groups, no matter what quar¬ 
ter they come from." he told 
journalists at the end of his 
holiday in Spain. "Anyone 
who is released will of course 


be released on license so if they 
offend they will go back inside 
again. These are very dear 
rules. That is the whole es¬ 
sence of what we have agreed. 
People are free to make the 
case either for Northern Ire¬ 
land remaining in the UK, car 
for a united Ireland, provided 
they do so by non-violent 
means. That is the absolute 
underlying principal." 

Mr Blair said that Dr 
Paisley was determined to 
make the agreement fail and 
he urged the voters to ignore 
die naysayers. “I. hope very 
much the people of Northern 
Ireland will listen to those who 
have the courage and vision to 
set out the prospect of success 
rather than those who are 
simply sitting there hoping the 
whole thing will foil." he said. 
"I hope that people turn away 
from those voices that are 
simply always going to say no, 
that were saying no even 
before the agreement was even 
published." 

Dr Paisley had earlier de- 1 
dared that the .union was 
facing its greatest threat. The 
agreement gave Sinn Fein a 
place in Northern Ireland’s 
government nationalists a 
veto over key decisions in the 
new assembly, and executive 
powers to a new all-Ireland 
ministerial council, he said. It 
required no disarmament and 
freed terrorist prisoners while 
the Royal Ulster Constabulary 
was to be “sacrificed to keep | 
the IRA happy". 

But Lord Aldendice, leader i 
of the centrist Alliance Party 
challenged Dr Paisley to a : 
debate on the agreement, 1 
which he described as “one of ■ 
the first really good things to 
happen to Northern Ireland in : 
a very long time indeed". 

Fighting talk, page 2 
A wife’s view, page 19 



Tony Blair and Gale Booth, his mother-in-law, at the Cordoba home of Paco Pena 

Holidaying Blair still at helm 

From Giles Tremlett nv Madrid and Andrew Pierce 


TONY BLAIR yesterday re¬ 
vealed one of the lighter 
duties of his Easter break 
when be wheeled his mother- 
in-law into the Spanish sun¬ 
shine hours before they 
returned to Britain. 

Gale Booth sprained an 
ankle days before the holiday 
began Although in a wheel¬ 
chair, she missed none of the 
sights as the Prime Minister, 


characteristically, took 
charge and guided her 
through the narrow streets 
and plazas. 

A refreshed-looking Mr 
Blair — a late arrival in 
Spain because of the mara¬ 
thon Northern Ireland peace 
talks — admitted to one 
holiday failure. A keen 
guitarist from his Oxford 
days, he confessed that, de¬ 


spite die attentions of the 
flamenco expert Paco Pena, 
he was still a terrible player. 

“The truth of the matter is 
that my guitar playing is very 
poor. The one thing I say in 
my favour is that I am eager 
to learn," he said after spend¬ 
ing three days as a guest al 
Pena’s house in Cordoba. 


Mubarak call page 15 


Free vote set to legalise 
gay sex for 16 -year-olds 

By Andrew Pierce, political correspondent 


Straw tries to curb 
prisons watchdog 


Pay offer 

The Chairman of Vauxhali 
Motors has said he will 
•. forego his £ 160.000 salary for 

| a year ifthe unions agree to a 
i landmar k pay and producliv- 

i fly deal to salvage production 
f in Britain--Page 4 

[. Soccer losses 

i Excessive pay rises are eating 

up the cash flowing into 
football, the Premiership 

i dubs, which made aggregate 
pre-tax losses of £9.5 million, 
were told yesterday.. Page 25 
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TONY BLAIR and Jack Straw 
have joined forces to give MPS 
a free vote in the Commons 
next month that would guar¬ 
antee a reduction in the age of 
consent for homosexuals to 16 
by the summer. 

' The Home Office confirmed 
vesterday that a Labour back¬ 
bencher will table an amend¬ 
ment to the Crime and 
Disorder Bill to bring the age 
limit in line with heterosex¬ 
uals. The move by the Prime 
Minister and the Home Secre¬ 
tary, in partnership with 
Stonewall, the group set up to 
campaign for homosexual 
equafoy. threatens to put the 
Government on a. collision 
course with the Church and 
the House of Lords. 


Ann Keen. Labour MP for 
Brentford and Jsleworth, will 
table the amendment, it will 
secure a huge majority 
because of the number of new 
Labour MPs. but it could face 
opposition in the Lords where 
peers will voice concerns that 
the move could open up young 
men to exploitation. 

All three party leaders will 
back the change but it will 
isolate William Hague within 
the Tory high command. Mr 
Hague will be one of only a 
handful of Shadow Cabinet 
members who will back 16. 

Last year the European 
Human Rights Commission 
ruled that the difference in the 
age of heterosexual and homo¬ 
sexual consent discriminated 


against homosexuals. Mr 
Straw, a powerful advocate of 
an equal age of consent, won 
the argument in Government 
with the backing of the Prime 
Minister, for early legislation. 

Opponents included 
AnnTaylor, Leader of the 
Commons, and David 
Blunkett, the Education Secre¬ 
tary, who argued that issue 
would be best dealt with by a 
specific vote with legislation in 
the next Queen’s Speech. 

The Bishop of Norwich, the 
Right Rev Peter Non, who has 
a seat in the Lords, is expected 
to speak against the amend¬ 
ment The Earl of Onslow, a 
Tory backbench peer, said he 
would oppose any reduction in 
the age of consent to 16. -. . 


By Richard Ford 

HOME CORRESPONDENT 

THE Hone Secretary has 
warned General Sir David 
Ramsbotham. the Chief In¬ 
spector of Prisons, to stop 
publicly meddling in polkty 
issues that are beyond his 
remit There is anger among 
ministers at his outspoken 
views on prisons and immi¬ 
gration. 

Jade Straw's attempt to 'rein 
in’. Sir David is made as the 
chief inspector today publish¬ 
es a report tiiat is critical of the 
Government’s immigration 
detention policy. 

Mr Straw has told Sir 
David, who was appointed by 
the previous Home Secretary, 
Michael Howard, that if he 
has concerns about policy 
matters he should make them 


to him privately rather than in 
the introductions to his inspec¬ 
tion reports. The Home Sec¬ 
retary has marked his card." 
one official said yesterday. 

Joyce Quin, the Prisons 
Minister, is said by govern¬ 
ment sources to be "incandes¬ 
cent" that, in a series of prison 
inspection reports. Sir David 
has highlighted the lack of 
resources at a time when 
prison numbers are rising. He 
has also called for a Director 
of Women’s Prisons and a 
Director of Young Offenders. 
“He keeps raising the same 
concerns when he has been 
told and knows that the Gov¬ 
ernment is reviewing them 
all." the Whitehall offidal 
said. Sir David also had 

Continued on page 2, col 6 
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Countess lifts up the veil on the real Ashes 


By John Goodbody 
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following year. Stephen Green, the 
curator of the Lord’s Museum, perma¬ 
nent home of the Ashes visited fry 40,000 
people a year, said: "I have never heard 
this story before. 1 must admit veil does 
sound like bail But I am slightly 
surprised tiiat this information has not 
come to light before:" 

The term the Ashes was originally 
coined in The Sporting Times of 
September 2, 1882, which lamented the 
death of English cricket days after 
Australia defeated England for the first 
time on English soil. A footnote added: 
“N.B. The body will be cremated and the 
ashes taken to Australia." 

The MCC. the owners of Lord’s, has 
always accepted tiiat the Ashes were 
presented to Bligh by a group of 


■ Melbourne ladies, including his future 
wife, after England won the third Test 
taking a 2-1 leal in the scries. They were 
said to haw consisted of the remains of a 
bail or stomp placed in a small 
terracotta urn. However, The Oxford 
Companion to Australian Cricket de¬ 
tails three different accounts of the 
origin' of the Ashes. 

No one is certain that the ashes in the 
urn are those which placed there in 1883. 
An article in the Cricketer in September 
1982 suggested that a housemaid of Lord 
Darnley had acddeotally knocked over 
the uni and, after throwing away the 
ashes, replaced the contents with “wood- 
ash from the fireplace". 



Sixty mothers 
face tests after 
treatment by 
HIV midwife 

By Ian Murray and Tim Jones 


SIXTY mothers may have 
been put at risk of HIV 
infection after receiving surgi¬ 
cal treatment from a midwife 
with the virus. 

A special telephone line was 
opened yesterday to reassure 
thousands of women who 
gave birth at the three hospi¬ 
tals at which the midwife has 
worked since 1988. Only 60 are 
thought to have been at any 
risk, and all but tme of those 
have been contacted. The sixti¬ 
eth is on holiday. 

They will all be screened 
over the next few days — some 
have already seen specialists 
— and screening will also be 
available for their children, 
but the hospitals have ruled 
out any possibility that they 
could have been infected. 

The midwife, who is not 
being named, told the man¬ 
agement of the Addenbrooke’s 
NHS Trust in Cambridge that 
she was HIV positive ten days 
ago and was immediately 
suspended from duty. Senior 
staff then searched the records 
of the Rosie Maternity Hospi¬ 
tal. which is part of the trust 
to find out at which deliveries 
she had assisted since she 
began working there in Sep¬ 
tember 1995. 

The Princess Alexandra 
Hospital at Harlow, Essex, 
where the midwife spent a 
month on advanced training 
last December, and the 
Wexham Park Hospital at 
Slough, Berkshire, where she 
was a student between Nov¬ 
ember 1988 and May 1990, 
were also asked to check. 

“We went through the 
records of around 1.500 
women tfoee times to be 
absolutely sure that we missed 
no one," John Ashbourne, 
chief executive of the 
Addenbrooke’s trust, said. 
“We believe that the risks to 
the 43 women we found here 


are negligible and that there is 
no risk at all to any of the 
others." 

The Slough hospital found 
that the midwife took part in 
surgical treatment of 15 moth¬ 
ers, and two more were identi¬ 
fied at Harlow, where the 
midwife had little contact with 
patients. 

The 60 women had all 
undergone at least one of three 
surgical procedures that may 
be carried out by a midwife 
during a delivery: giving a 
local anaesthetic before an 
episiotomy; stitching the 
wound after such an opera¬ 
tion: and attaching a clip to the 
baby's head to monitor its 
heartbeat 

Although the midwife 
would have worn gloves, there 
is a risk that she could have 
infected patients if she had cut 
herself. 

The Royal College of Mid¬ 
wives said that the risk of 
infection from midwives was 
very low, provided adequate 
safety precautions were taken, 
and that there was no reason 
why an infected midwife 
should not undertake a nor¬ 
mal delivery so long as other 
staff were on hand to carry out 
surgical procedures if they 
proved necessary. The college 
knows of one other case of a 
midwife in Britain who is 
infected, but the person has 
never been indentured. 

Although there are known 
to be 22,000 health care work¬ 
ers worldwide infected with 
the virus, there have been only 
two reported incidents where 
they have transmitted it to 
patients: a dentist in Florida 
who infected six patients, and 
an orthopaedic surgeon in 
France, who infected one. 

□ The hotline number for 
patients, which will be open 
from 8am to 10pm until Mon¬ 
day. is 0808100 1343 
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“If you leave your key in your door for a 
moment you can guarantee that Gazza 
will turn your room upside down.” 


“I only have one close female friend 
where sex isn’t on the agenda at all.” 


“For someone who says he’s interested 
in art, design and excellence, Mandelson’s 
office is hideous.” 
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“I sing a song, smoke a cigar, and these 
football anoraks tell me to shut up and 
set the stewards on me. Bastards ” 
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I HOME NEWS 

Lawyers a 

By Frances Gibb, legal correspondent 


THE Law Society is proposing that 
mortgage lenders allow more flexi¬ 
ble arrangements so that house 
buyers can go ahead with the 
purchase of a new home, even if 
they have not sold their old one. 

In its submission to the govern¬ 
ment review on house buying, the 
society yesterday proposed 
radical re forms aimed at 
revolutionising the house-buying 
process by breaking the chains that 
cause delays and cutting the risk of 
gazumping. Many lenders are re¬ 
luctant to allow borrowers to take 
on a second mortgage or on a new 
property before the first is sold. So- 
called open-ended bridging loons 
tend to be very expensive. 

The society also wants govern¬ 
ment tax incentives to encourage the 
emergence of stockholding com¬ 


panies that would be ready to step in 
and buy a home if a buyer withdrew 
and a chain was at risk of collapse. 

The idea is that the Government 
could promote stockholding in the 
same way as it lays down criteria for 
private finance initiatives. Stock¬ 
holding companies could step in if a 
buyer withdraws, purchase the 
property and then ofier it for resale* 

The sellers mighthave to accept a 
lower price but at least they would 
not lose the purchase of the new- 
house. The benefit for the stockhold¬ 
ing company is the investment in 
the property. The Law Society is on 
the steering committee of the Gov¬ 
ernment’s review and its proposals 
will to command keen scrutiny. 

A spokesman for the steering 
committee said: “The Law Society is 
closely involved with the govem- 


T\w> estate agents have secured a. High Court injunction to 
ensure they receive their substantial fees from the £12 million sale of 
one of London’s most desirable homes. The court order bans a 
holding company linked to a bankrupted Indian dothing tycoon 
from taking die proceeds of the sale of the house, in St John's 
Wood, into offshore trusts before agreement is reached. Sir David 
Affiance, the chairman of Coate Vryefla, exchanged contracts for 
the six-bedroom house, complete with swimming pool in February, 
but lawyers acting for die two estate agents, FPDSavHls and. 
Glentree, went to the High Court to ensure their fees of £180400 are 
paid before any money leaves the country. Trevor 
Abrahamsohn, of Gleotree, said the sales brochure alone cost 
£23,000 to produce: 


ment review of conveyancing. This 
report is all their own work how¬ 
ever. It will be closely considered." 

The society said: “Over the past 20 
years the number and length of 
chains has increased considerably 


and with them the delays and 
frustration which they cause. To 
make every house purchase inde¬ 
pendent of all others would remove 
a significant cause of delay.” 

Phillip Sycamore, the Law Society 


president, said: “Government re¬ 
search has shown that our system is 
one of the cheapest But the media 
spotlight has been on gazumping 
and delays and reform is dearly 
needed." The reforms, if developed, 
could revolutionise the conveyanc¬ 
ing market, he added. “We have 
thought Trig’ and these are the most 
ambitious proposals we have come 
up with yet” 

The idea of flexible “chain¬ 
breaking” finance deals would en¬ 
able buyers for a short time to own 
two properties and to pay bade the 
extra cost by extending the repay¬ 
ment period on their new home. 

The second idea, for stockholding, 
was originally floated more than IB 
years ago by the Farrand committee 
on conveyancing, set up by the 
Government The view then was 
that the Government should not 
intervene to promote stockholding 


and that the market should be left to 
sort out its problems. 

An official said: “Economic 
circumstances have changed and 
nothing has happened in the market 
to sort out the problem of chain- 
breaking since the Farrand report." 

The benefit of stockholding com¬ 
panies would be to promote liquid¬ 
ity in the property market, 
encourage the sale and use of under¬ 
used housing stock and provide a 
new property investment vehicle. 
The Law Society is also backing the 
idea of a seller’s package that would 
be prepared before a house is put on 
the market- 

Such a package, which builds on 
an earlier society initiative, would 
include a draft contract- a local 
authority search and basic informa¬ 
tion about the property so that as 
soon as a sale is agreed in principle 
the buyer can exchange contracts. 


Fighting talk 
by the man who 
likes to say no 

By Martin Fletcher, chief ireiand correspondent 


IAN PAISLEY preempted 
one inevitable question at 
yesterday’s press conference 
to launch his campaign 
against last week's peace 
agreement He remarked that 
people said he was an old 
man. that he might not even 
live to see next month’s 
referendum. 

“Well. I want to assure you 
that Cm in very good health 
and ready for this battle.” he 
boomed in that great foghorn 
of a voice. Some of the 
greatest battles ever fought 
were fought by leaders much 
older than me." 

Age has certainly not 
mellowed the man who is 
revered by his followers as 
Ulster's most resolute defend¬ 
er, and is denounced by his 
enemies as a rabble-rousing 
bigot He remains the same 
archetypal no-surrender, not¬ 
an-inch Unionist that he was 
30 years ago when he helped 
to topple Terence O'Neill as 
Northern Ireland's Prime 
Minister, for daring .to deal 
with Dublin, or in 1974 when 
he spearheaded the loyalist 
strike that destroyed the 
Sunningdale agreement 

And only a fool would 
dismiss North Antrim MP 
and MEP as spent force. “It’s 


always dangerous to write 
him off because given an 
issue there's no one who can 
campaign as effectively — 
particularly on a ‘no’ vote,” 
said Sydney Elliott an elec¬ 
toral expert at Queen’s 
University. 

“You just don't know what 
kind of sleeping mass there is 
out there.” 

But at 72 and silver-haired. 
Dr Paisley now looks physi¬ 
cally less robust Veteran ob¬ 
servers say that his extra¬ 
ordinary rhetorical powers 
have diminished, along with 
his authority. 

Last Thursday, he held an 
impromptu press conference 
at Stormont as the peace talks 
were reaching their midnight 
deadline, and he was loudly 
heckled by just the sort of 
working-dass loyalists who 
would once have been his 
followers in the old days. 

At yesterday’s conference, 
reporters pointed to posters 
showing the vast marches he 
led against die Anglo-Irish 
Agreement in 1985 and openly 
questioned his ability to rally 
such numbers now. 

Dr Paisley’s 30year-old 
son. Ian, insists that his hither 
remains "as energetic as ever, 
and more dedicated, more 
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Teachers’ 
union may 
strike over 
action 
zones 

Strike action was threatened 
by the second-largest teacher 
union yesterday over the Gov¬ 
ernment’s policy to raise 
school standards in deprived 
areas. 

Plans for 2S Education Ac¬ 
tion Zones, where businesses 
will help to run groups of 
schools, were condemned by 
the National Association of 
Schoolmasters and Union of 
Women Teachers. Nigel de 
Gruchy. the general secretaiy, 
said he could not rule out a 
national strike if the zones 
tried to change teachers’ 
hours and pay. 

The previous day. militant 
members of the National 
Union of Teachers at their 
conference had backed strike 
action for a shorter working 
week. Both moves will be seen 
as a snub to David Blunkett 
the Education Secretary, who 
pleaded with teachers at the 
NIT on Monday to embrace 
the Government's initiatives. 
“You can be part of a real 
learning age where inequality 
and injustice can be set aside" 
he said. 

Ministers are considering 
bids to run the first five zones 
from September. Stephen 
Byers, the School Standards 
Minister, has referred to them 
as “test-beds for schools of the 
next century”. 

Schools funding 

One third of the extra money 
found for education in the 
Budget has failed to find its 
way to schools, the Conserva¬ 
tives claimed yesterday. A 
survey of English local au¬ 
thorities showed the increase 
m school funds next year 
would be £539 m, not the 
£835 m promised by the Chan¬ 
cellor. Stephen Dorreil. Shad¬ 
ow Education Secretary, said 
the figures explained wide¬ 
spread teacher redundances 
in schools. 


Mr Paisley at home with his wife Eileen. He said: “Some of the greatest battles ever fought were fought by leaders much older than me” Open hOUSe 


ruthless than ever before”. He 
says that there is simply no 
question of his father retiring 
because “he doesn't see all 
this as a job—he sees this as a 
cafling”. 

But Dr Paisley took a 


considerable risk in walking 
away from the peace talks, 
and, if this campaign flops, 
his days as a major political 
force in Northern Ireland 
could finally be over. 

A recent BBC poll showed 






that by 42 per cent to 27. 
Unionists believed the Union 
was safer in David Trimble's 
hands. Dr Paisley has three 
daughters and two sons. One 
of his daughters, Rhonda, 
used to be a Belfast councillor 
and the city’s Lady Mayoress, 
but Ian is the only one of his 
offspring who is politically 
active now. 

He is a chip off the same 
ideological block and equally 


articulate. As his party’s jus¬ 
tice spokesman he is frequent¬ 
ly quoted in print and on the 
airwaves, but lacks his 
father’s lungpower and 
charisma.' 

He readily acknowledges 
that Peter Robinson, the par¬ 
ty’s deputy leader and second 
MP, is his father’s heir 
apparent 

Dr Paisley also heads the 
Free Presbyterian Church 


that he founded hx.1951 and 
now has more than-100 con¬ 
gregations around the world. 
Who would take that job over 
when the “Big Man” finally 
goes is less dear.'' . ' 

Ian’s twin brother Kyle is a 
minister in the church’s 
Lowestoft branch in Suffolk, 
but the choice would be made 
by the church presbytery. 

The senator's wife, page 19 


The Lord Chancellor's contro¬ 
versial £650.000 refurbish¬ 
ment of his offidal residence 
at Westminster is to be 
opened to the full gaze of 
media. Television crews, pho¬ 
tographers and reporters will 
next Monday be allowed to 
visit the rooms decorated with 
expensive wallpaper and puff 
lidy-owned paintings. They 
will have access to the River 
Room, the dining room, the 
drawing room, the study and 
tiie main bedroom. 


April snow Policy clashes over Demolition man 
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brings 
misery to 
motorists 

By Lin Jenkins 

HEAVY snowfalls in the wake 
of torrential rain brought mis¬ 
ery to many motorists, house¬ 
holders and gardeners 
yesterday. 

Slippery roads saw a spate 
or minor accidents and motor¬ 
ways, as far south as Surrey, 
had lanes closed for safety 
reasons. Police in Cheshire 
attributed the death of a 
motorcyclist to the weather. 

Young children throwing 
snowballs at traffic from a 
footpath over the A627 bypass 
at Oldham. Manchester, are 
thought to have caused a five- 
car pile-up which left right 
people injured. A lorry driver 
lost control when snow hit his 
windscreen, and he then col¬ 
lided with one car. Three other 
cars were also involved. A 73- 
year-old man was injured. 

Wales was worst hit by the 
snow, with up to a foot falling 
overnight, but big falls were 
seen in Scotland, the North- 
West. parts of the Midlands 
and even south of the Thames 
for the first time this winter. 
Almost an inch was recorded 
at Gatwick airport 

Weather forecasters said 
last night that melting snow 
could cause further flooding. 

Photograph and 
Weather, page 24 


detention centres 


Continued from page t 
disagreements with Michael 
Howard. Mr Howard re¬ 
buffed Sir David’s attempt to 
extend his remit and there 
were confrontations when the 
former Home Secretary also 
attempted to stop Sir David 
discussing prison polity in 
public. 

Today, Sir David’s report 
into conditions at Campsfield 
House immigration detention 
centre at Kidlington near Ox¬ 
ford will be published. It 
indudes a 16-page preface that 
has angered the Home Office 
by calling for a range of policy 
changes. 

Sir David who has 
described the existing policy 
for dealing with asylum seek¬ 
ers and the Immigration Ser¬ 
vice as a “complete and utter 
shambles” makes a series of 
recommendations for sweep¬ 
ing change. 

In his preface he calls for the 
creation of a separate service 
to hold an estimated 900 
immigration detainees, im¬ 
proved screening of detainees, 
and judicial oversight of im¬ 
migration detention. Sir 
David also wants detainees to 
be given written reasons about 
why they are being held and 
for the immigration service to 
re-examine the criteria and 
processes of detention. 

The Government is to back 
a tougher attitude in detention 
centres, tnduding stronger re¬ 
gimes and more control of 
detainees. It is to accept Sir 



Sir David: calls present 
system a shambles 

David's recommendation that 
a system of rules and regula¬ 
tions be imposed in exchange 
for agreeing to take part in 
work, education and other 
activities. 

Sir David says inmates are 
entitled to minimum stan¬ 
dards of food, clothing, bed¬ 
ding. furnishings, hearing and 
light. Bui he wants extra 
provision to be awarded to 
those agreeing to take part in 
an active regime. 

Sir David says: “Compacts 
should be developed between 
the individual detainee and 
the Detention Service giving 
him or her the opportunity to 
partiripate in a wide range of 
educational, work and leisure 
activities in return for his or 
her committment to abide by 
the rules of the centre.” 

Letters, page 21 


Buckingham Palace should 
be destroyed as part of the 
millennium celebrations to 
remove Britain's ugliest 
buildings “blighting the land¬ 
scape”, Barry Sheerman, Lab¬ 
our MP for Huddersfield, 
said. Mr Sheerman is launch¬ 
ing a “millennium destruction 
challenge”, inviting people to 
name tiieir least favourite 
buildings that they would like 
to see torn down and replaced 
with something “more in 
keeping with the 21st century”- 

Elephant dies 

A circus elephant died yester¬ 
day despite the efforts of 
firemen and vets to save her. 
Kenya, 13, suffered internal 
injuries after being involved 
in a fight with one of three 
other arcus elephants at the 
winter base of Moscow State 
Circus near Grantham. Lin¬ 
colnshire. She was found on 
Tuesday, wedged against a 
wall. Fire crews had to use 
lifting gear and air bags to 
raise the Z^-ton African ele¬ 
phant to her feet. 

Gill refusal 

Westminster Cathedral re¬ 
fused appeals to take down 
the Stations of the Cross 
created by Eric Gill, after 
disclosures that the late artist 
had sex with two daughters 
and his sisters. A spokesman 
for the cathedral said that 
while there was every sympa¬ 
thy for the victims of abuse, 
the artistic value of a work 
had to be separated from the 
morals of the man who creat¬ 
ed iL 

Leading artide. page 21 


Patten considers career move to TV 


Surfing the worldwide web needn't cost you the earth. you get 250 minutes of local weekend call time, plus services 


Use a local server at the weekend for Sam up Id 25*fc on your internet i 
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By Andrew Pierce 
POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 

CHRIS PATTEN is the frontrunner to 
present a BBC documentary on the rise 
and fall of the British Empire. The move 
would effectively mark his retirement 
from domestic politics. 

Friends of Mr Patten have proposed to 
senior management at the BBC a series 
with the working title The Last Empire — 
presented by the last Governor of Hong 
Kong — to mark the millennium. The 
idea is being given serious consideration. 

Such a move would signal Mr 


Patten’s offidal withdrawal from domes¬ 
tic politics. Last year Mr Patten floated 
the idea of running for Mayor of London. 
But it seems certain he will now leave the 
way dear for Lord Archer of Weston- 
super-Mare to fight it out with Steven 
Norris, the former Transport Minister 
for the Tory nomination. 

The prospect of a return to Westmin¬ 
ster for Mr Patten, who is completing a 
book on Asia also seems unlikely. 
Friends in Ihe Tory party have urged him 
not to try to return (n Westminster at the 
next election. 

Mr PaUcn. who is presenting a four- 


part series on Asia for the BBC if 
summer, said the empire pr 
sounded “extremely interesting. Bu 
first priority is the book and the 
As* 3 - Who knows what 
follow that?” 

The series would be complete 
wards the end of the 1999. Fri 
believe Mr Patten might then relauf 
roreer in public service in Brussels. 

Commission will come up fo 
election at the end of 1999 . 

Mr Patten would only say: “I r 
role anything in or rule anything 
about political life.” 
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Great War soldiers laid to rest at last 

Military funeral 
for men who were 
left where they fell 


From Alan Hamilton in moncity-le-preux 


MOKE than 200.000 British 
turd Empire soldiers of the 
Great War still lie undiscov¬ 
ered beneath the mud of 
France, deprived of the rites of 
a Christian burial. 

Sometimes modern 
progress and farming un¬ 
covers their remains. Rarely 
are they identified, their iden¬ 
tity ngs of leather or com¬ 
pressed cardboard rotted by 
the years. 

But in l99o two men who 
had lain in a mass shallow 
grave since they fell at the 
Battle of Arras were identi¬ 
fied. Yesterday Privates Frank 
King and George Anderson of 
the I3ih Royal Fusiliers were 
finally laid io proper rest with 
full military honours in the 
war cemetery at Moaehy-le- 
Preux. close to where they 
perLshed on April M. 1917. 

A third soldier was buried 
with them, a man to whom no 
name could be given, only a 
barallion. Buckles and burtons 
proved that he too had fought 
in the 13th. and he was 
accorded the same honour as 
the others. Biting wind and 
driving rain whipped across 
the flat fields of the Pas de 
Calais as a procession of 
hearses brought the three 
pine coffins, each draped in a 
Union flag, into the cemetery 
where 531 British and 23 
Canadian dead already lie 
beneath the simple headstones 
of the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission. 

Their burial was attended 
by the Duke of Kent. ColoneF 
in-Chief of what is now the 
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers. 
Dr John Reid, the Armed 
Forces Minister. Sir Michael 
Jay, the British Ambassador 
io Paris, and more than 100 
veterans of later wars, many 
of them Fusiliers come to pay 
respects to an older generation 
of their regiment. 

The coffins were borne by 
present-day Fusiliers, most 
wearing the campaign medals 
of Northern Ireland and Bos¬ 
nia. and some of the Gulf. The 
regiment had not held such a 
ceremony since it buried its 
comrades who fell victim to 
the friendly fire incident in the 


battle to liberate Kuwait. But 
there were no prouder specta¬ 
tors than a knot of the two 
Fallen men's surviving rela¬ 
tives. traced by genealogists 
working from sketchy Army 
records. Until they were con¬ 
tacted. most knew only dis¬ 
tantly and vaguely that they 
had an unde who died in the 
Great War. Fourteen mem¬ 
bers of Private King's family 
were there, from middle-aged 
nieces to his ten-year-old great 
great great niece, Kimberley 
Brown I heir flowers graced 
the gravesides. 

Mandy Stammers, from 
Saffron Walden, Essex. King's 
niece, said: "It was a wonder¬ 
ful experience. 1 feel so proud 
tu have an unde who fought in 
such a war. I don? know if he 
died a hero, but they all did a 
wonderful job." 

For the inscription on King's 
headstone, his family have 
chosen: "He gave his life in 
order to protect the freedom 
that we enjoy today." 

Only two’tnembers of Pri¬ 
vate Anderson's family, his 
nephew Robin Anderson and 
his wife Susan, were at the 
ceremony. “We are the last 
link in the chain. We knew 
nothing about him. This has 
been a unique and moving 
experience," Mr Anderson 
said. His uncle's headstone 
will say: “Now at peace". 

From the carnage of the 
trenches, there are nonethe- 



Rdatives of Privates King and Anderson walk behind their coffins at the war cemetery in Monchy-ie-Preux yesterday. The two bodies were unearthed last year by builders 



Private King died 
on April II, 1917 


less some remarkable survi¬ 
vors. Harry Wells from 
Bournemouth. 98. sat in the 
front row at the burial sendee. 
He fought at the same spot in 
1918. was gassed, spent two 
years in hospital and was 
given at most ten years to live. 
“I was very lucky." he said. 

At the brief service, the 
singing and prayers were 
almost blown away on the 
wind as the congregation hud¬ 
dled under umbrellas and the 
mud spattered the polished 
.boots and knife-creased trou¬ 
sers of the bearer parties, in a 
small reminder of the overrid¬ 
ing condition of the Western 
Front. As a bugler sounded the 
Last Post at the lowering of the 
coffins, a 12-man Fusiliers 
firing party discharged three 
volleys into the air. 

Canon Donald Ruddle, hon¬ 
orary war graves chaplain for 
the Pas de Calais, said in an 
address: “As long as one 
person is still alive whose life 
is utterly broken by war. it is 
right that services like this one 
should continue to be held." 

The Battle of Arras began 
on Easter Monday, April 9 
1917. in a blinding snowstorm. 


Priest accused of sex 
attacks on orphans 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC priest 
sexually abused 17 orphaned 
boys in his spiritual care and 
then stood by as they were 
beaten by nuns with canes, 
straps and belts for complain¬ 
ing about their ordeal, a court 
was told yesterday. 

Father Eric Taylor had then 
heard the confessions of his 
victims, in which they were 
allegedly forced to admit thar 
they had been lying about 
him. The boys, some as young 
as six. who lived at the Father 
Hudson's Orphanage in 
Coleshill. Warwickshire, had 
grown up unable to sustain 
normal relationships with 
men or women. 

The allegations were made 
ni Warwick Crown Court 
where Father Taylor, now 78. 
of Stafford, denies 19 counts of 
indecent assault on male per¬ 
sons and five counts of bug¬ 
gery- David Jones, for the 
prosecution, told the jury that 
one of the victims, who had 
since become a Catholic priest, 
would give evidence as a 
witness for the prosecution. 

Mr Jones said that Father 
Taylor was viewed within the 
home as a spiritual leader who 
taught the values of right and 
wrong. “With his position as 
priest, he had unassailable 
authority. Yet he committed 
mortal sins and committed 
them on the children." 

Father Taylor was arrested 


By Michael Horsneul 

a year ago after one of his 
victims complained to police 
after inquiries into abuse at 
children^ homes in Wales. 

The jury was told that the 
offences allegedly took place 
between 1957 and 1965 when 
Father Taylor was in charge of 
the orphanage. 

Father Taylor would abuse 
the boys in various circum¬ 
stances, often when they were 
enjoying supposed treats. 
They would be indecently as¬ 
saulted while on trips in Fath¬ 
er Taylor's van or while he 
was acting as projectionist 
during a film showing. At 
other times Father Taylor 
would allegedly abuse the 
children while inquiring how 
they feh when they were 
confined to bed through 



Taylor denies attacks 
on boys in his care 


illness. The court was told how 
one boy. aged six or seven, was 
abused while travelling with 
Taylor in his green van. an 
event which was considered a 
treat for the children. 

“When the sister told him he 
was going, he said. ‘I don? 
want to go.’ The nun beat him 
for telling untruths and sent 
him to confession. Who. of 
course, was in confession but 
Father Taylor? After confes¬ 
sion the boy was beaten again 
by the nun. 

“He was six or seven. He, of 
course, never complained 
again. He had no parents to 
complain to." 

Of the children's ordeal. Mr 
Jones said: “What has hap¬ 
pened has affected their lives 
and their ability to trust 
people. Many are still con¬ 
sumed by guilt." 

Chi one occasion the priest 
abused one of his victims 
during a holiday camp when 
the boy had won a prize for 
having the tidiest tent Mr 
Jones said the boy was asked 
to go to TaylorS tent to pick up 
the prize. There he was sub¬ 
jected to an act of buggery.” 

One victim, now 50, told the 
court he was systematically 
abused by Taylor from die age 
of seven. “As far as 1 was 
concerned he was a priest." he 
said. “Who was going ro 
believe me?" 

The trial continues. 


Lunch jokes left bad taste 


FEW people were spared 
offence when a hamster 
attempted to inject some 
humour into a chanty 
lunch. The brief address 
given by David Taylor 
induded jokes about Jewish 
and black people, police, the 
elderly. Aids and Alz¬ 
heimer's patients, and resi¬ 
dents of council estates. 

Some guests egged him 
on with laughter but others 
walked out. Michael 
McGowan. MEP for Leeds, 
complained to the Bar 
Council. Mr Taylor was 


By Russell Jenkins 

found guffry of professional 
misconduct and warned 
about his future conduct 
The lunch was held to 
raise funds for the Martin 
House hospice for children, 
near Welherby. Mr Taylor 
started by saying he had a 
big nose and that people 
thought he was a Jew. He 
said he wasn’t a Jew but was 
saving up to become one. 
David Honeybone. a part¬ 
ners the Leeds-based solic- 
itors Zermansky & Partners, 
stood up and objected. Mr 
Tavlor turned his attention 


io black people, saying that 
Tony Yeboah. a former 
Leeds United player from 
Ghana, had been invited to 
play for (he Irish Republic 
because his grandfather had 
eaten an Irish priest 
Mr Taylor said he was 
looking forward to having 
Alzheimer’s because it 
meant he would be able to 
sleep with a different 
woman every night 
He said afterwards: “No 
offence was intended and. to 
my knowledge, none given 
by harmless remarks.” 


as a diversionary tactic to 
allow the French to mount an 
attack further south. Less re¬ 
membered than the Somme 
before it or P&sschendaele 
which followed, it still claimed 
159.000 British and Empire 
casualties and between 
150.000 and 200.000 German 
casualties. It moved the from 


at one point 3*2 miles forward, 
an astounding distance in 
trench warfare. 

King and Anderson are 
thought to have been wounded 
during the successful but cost¬ 
ly attempt to take the village of 
Monchy. which sits on a 90ft 
hill above the surrounding 
plain. They are thought to 


have died of their wounds at a 
forward field hospital and 
their temporary graves were 
subsequently obliterated as 
the ebb and flow of fighting 
further churned the mud. 

Their grave was discovered 
during the building of an 
unlovely industrial estate close 
to the village. Alain Jacques. 


an archeologist called in by 
the builders, found a shallow 
grave containing 27 bodies. Of 
those. 24 were completely un¬ 
identifiable and were buried 
quietly before Christmas in 
the Monchy cemetery under 
headstones bearing Kipling's 
brief litany for (he unidenti¬ 
fied: “Known unto God". 


King and Anderson came 
from West London, and in a 
final act Mrs Maureen 
Woodriff, mayor of Rich¬ 
mond, laid a wreath on behalf 
of their native borough before 
the entire assembly sought 
refuge and warmth in a vin 
d'honneur given by the mayor 
of Monchy. 


ESTEE LAUDER 

All the greats. Our free gift for you 
at Fortnum & Mason. 


Yours with the purchase of any 
two Est§e Lauder products. 


• Pure Vfefvet Mascara 

- Black Vfelvet 

• Re-Nutriv All-Day Lipstick 

- Petal Shimmer 

• Eye Defining Pencil 
-Grey Velvet 

• Esttie Lauder pleasures 
Body Lotion 30ml 

• Fruition Extra 
Multi-Action Complex 6ml 

• Resilience Elastin 
Refirming Creme 6ml 

• Cosmetic Bag 

Available until Saturday 2nd May 1998. 
One gift per customer, while stocks last 
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Vauxhall chief will forgo 
salary if unions agree deal 


By Christine Buckley 
and Peter Foster 

THE Chairman of Vauxhall 
Motors said yesterday he 
would forego his E16Q.000 
salary for a year if unions 
agree a landmark pay and 
productivity deal to salvage 
car production at Luton and 
Ellesmere Port. The gambii by 
Nick Reilly to forego his pay 
was condemned by unions as 
a stunt 

Mr Reilly. 4$. said in a 
personally signed letter to all 
10,000 Vauxhall workers that 
he would sacrifice his salary, 
all other directors would take 
a pay cut and senior managers 
.would have their salaries fro¬ 
zen if there was backing from 
staff for a three-year pay deal 
that will modernise working 
practices. 

Mr Reilly will, however, 
continue to benefit from share 
options and other pay perks 
believed to be worth about 
£80.000 a year — and if he 
strikes a deal with the union, 
he will reap a huge financial 
reward as a performance- 
related bonus. 

A Vauxhall spokesman said: 
“If the deal is done then he will 
be credited with ensuring the 
long-term viability of the com¬ 
pany in Britain." Last year his 
pay package was £249,000. 

Mr Reilly's idea was backed 
by General Motors, Vaux- 
haJl’s US parent. Vauxhall 
would not say how much pay 
is being cut from the other 
directors nor how many man¬ 
agers will be caught in the 


Chairman’s offer aims to keep 
production at British factories, 
but unions dismiss it as a stunt 


freeze. Tony Woodley, chief 
negotiator for the T&G gener¬ 
al union, said his members 
would not follow Mr Reilly's 
action. He said: “This is not 
the time for gestures. I only 
wish Vauxhall workers could 
afford a pay cut like this, but 
that is categorically not on the 
agenda. 1 " 

The company wants to push 
through a pay deal which will 
give staff a zi percent rise for 
die first year and then an 
increase in line with inflation 
for two more years. The deal 
will demand changes in work¬ 
ing practices to ensure more 



“Af least we’re earning 
more than the 
chairman of Vauxhall" 


flexibility and wflj cut the 
traditional summer shutdown 
of the plants. 

Workers will be asked to 
approve the deal in the next 
few days which Vauxhall 
hopes will convince its US 
owner that more investment 
should come into Britain. The 
factories are under a cloud 
because there are no current 
plans to build a replacement 
for the Vectra. In order to win 
confidence from the US, Brit¬ 
ain must cut its costs. 

The unions recently warned 
that if the new version of the 
Vectra was not to be built here 
then Luton could close. Mr 
Reilly warned employees in 
his letter that the closure of 
one plant would have wider 
implications. He said: “If one 
plant dosed, this could affect 
Vauxhall market share and, 
therefore, cast doubt over all 
manufacturing in the UK and 
jobs in all other Vauxhall 
departments." 

According to corporate lore 
Mr Reilly underwent an al¬ 
most damascene conversion 
before deciding to join Gener¬ 
al Motors 25 years ago. 

Three years after leaving 
Cam bridge with an economics 
degree Mr Reilly dedded that 
life as a stockbroker in 
Manchester was not for him. 
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m J? Easy Reach 

Text Pager 

• One line, scrolling backlit display 

• Stores up to 16 messages 

% Choice of musical or vibrate alerts 

• Callers hear your personalised greeting 

• Messages are time and date stamped 

• Free Lottery, News, Premier League 
and World Cup football results 
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Pager 

• Top mounted, backlit. 

12 dfqff display 

• Stores up to 8 messages 

• Simple, one button 
operation 

• Choke of 3 alerts, 
including vibrate 

• Callers hear your 
personalised greeting 

• Unread message prompt 

Model: NEC 103 
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Text Pager 

> One line, 
scrolling 
backlit display 

| • Choice of G 
alerts, Including 
vibrate 

I * Callers hear your 
personalised 
greeting 

[ • Stores up to 15 
messages 

i • Built-in clock/alarm 

Modefc Motorola Memo Express 

Was £6959 


T f? EasyReach 




Cur expert st*3lf specviily trained 
insll <wr.rruracatioft predicts arta 
••vii! be fcapp/ to help yw mate the 
<*ofee ibai’s rktb ? ior yo-j. 


I GUARANTEED | 

LOWEST PRICES 


!f voa fii/3 pxactfy the wrre package 
cheaper bcattf within 7days, we wiii 
refund the difference. 


1 \ ^ 

EXCHANGE 


tf yen arc not completely satisfied, 
our Gift Exchange Schema lets ycu 
return ycur product, unopened 
ycxir receipt) within 7 days.. 
34 days far rndHie phones, 
for an exchange or refund. 


126 STORES 
NATIONWIDE 

FREEPHONE 
0500 222 666 

For your nearest store 








One line, 

16 character, 

backlit 
display 

• Stores mmm I.® 1 

up to 20 
messages 

• Choice of 
beep, vibrate 
or 5 musical 
alerts 

• Built-in clock/alarm 

• Free Lottery, News. Premier League 
and World Cup football results 

Model: PfetityB Alpha j 

Was E7959 I 


BT 

Text 
Pager 

• One line, 

12 character, 
scrolling, 
backlit display 

; • Stores up to 
15 messages 

• Audio or 
vibrating alerts 
► Built-in dock/ 

alarm 

Modd: 

Motorola CfcHo 

Was £89.99 
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He took time off from the 
market and went on a self- 
imposed retreat in a crofter’s 
cottage up a hillin Llangollen, 
North Wales, not far from 
Anglesea where he was born. 

He spent four vvinwr 
months considering his 
future, only returning to civili¬ 
sation to play the odd game of 

14is wife Susan, a school¬ 
teacher at home yesterday in 
the couple's rented Georgian 
family home in Letchmore- 
Heath. Hertfordshire, said the 
period was a turning point in 
her husband’s life. “He read a 
lot of philosophy and then 
dedded to do something that 
contributed more to society." 
she said. 

Mr Reilly joined General 
Motors in 1974 where, after a 
stint with the Detroit Diesel 
Allison Division in North¬ 
amptonshire. he emerged as a 
rising star, taking postings ail 
around the world, inducting 
CM’S headquarters in De¬ 
troit. 

As manufacturing director 
of Vauxhall’s Ellesmere Port 
factory in Merseyside Mr 
Reilly won his reputation for 
efficiency savings and produc¬ 
tivity improvements and in 
1993 became the first Briton to ■ 
be made a vice-president at 
CM’S European headquarters 
in Zurich. 

When he gets the time, 
which is rare. Mr Reilly still 
tikes to return to the same 
Welsh hills to walk and think 
and escape his non-stop 
schedule. 



Nick Reilly: changed careers after winter retreat 


Gesture owes more to 
politics than business 


BY GIVING up his £160.000 
salary. Nick ReflJy is making 
a gesture more in common 
with die superficial worlds of 
politics and Hollywood than 
hard-nosed business. 

Profit-related salaries and 
bonuses have become a regu¬ 
lar feature of City contracts, 
and executives from com¬ 
panies as diverse as BT and 
Boeing have refused pay rises 
because of poor remits or 
impending redundancies, but 
few directors have ever been 
so bold as to give up all their 
basic pay. 

Gestures of generosity have 
been more likely to come from 
the factory floor than the 
boardroom. When Harold 
Wilson launched his “I’m 
Backing Britain” campaign in 
1967, five typists at Colt Heat¬ 
ing and Ventilation Ltd of 
Surbiton, Surrey, were in¬ 
spired to work an extra half- 
hour a day for no extra money 
and thousands of other work¬ 
ers followed their example. 


By Mark Henderson 

The episode hardly offers a 
panacea for Vauxhall, 
though. All die campaign 
eventually produced was a 
record by Bruce Forsyth and a 
few advertisements paid for 
by Robert MaxwelL urging 
Britons to make sacrifices to 
help flic nation. 

Mr Reilly will instead be be 
hoping that his magnanimity 
brings the spectacular results 
that followed the Hollywood 
director James Cameron’s de¬ 
rision to waive his fee for his 
Oscar-winning film Titanic. 
The film went on to become 
the highest-grossing yet, and 
Cameron now confesses to 
feeling like a mug. despite a 
subsequent payoff. 

In the City, self-denial 
among executives has usually 
been strictly time-limited. Sir 
David Rowland, when ap¬ 
pointed chairman of Lloyd’s 
in 1993, said that he would not 
accept any kind of pay rise 
until he had tackled the 
£8 billion debts that beset tbe 



The typists from Surbiton who backed Britain 


underwriters. He was as good 
as his word, taking only his 
£450.000 basic salary until he 
felt able to accept a £400.000 
pay rise in September 19%. 

Alan Rotbenburg. who ran 
the World Cup in the United 
States in 1994. refused to 
accept a salary, but was given 
a £600.000 payoff when the 
tournament ended. 

It is among poitidans that 
grand salary gestures of the 
type offered yesterday by Mr 
Reilly have been perfected. 
Cabinet ministers took a pay 
cut in the 1930s when the 
Great Depression led to mats 
unemployment and politi¬ 
cians have since been well 
aware of the capital to be 
made from giving up some of 
the financial benefits of office. 

Baroness Thatcher refused 
to draw her full salary as 
Prime Minister, insisting in¬ 
stead that she be paid at the 
same rate as other Cabinet 
ministers, and Tony Blair 
recently ordered his Cabinet 
to give up the substantial pay 
rises for MPs voted in by the 
last Government 

One current minister, the 
beleaguered Paymaster-Gen¬ 
eral and seif-made millionaire 
Geoffrey Robinson, works for 
no salary at all and Lord 
Irvine of Lairg, the Lord 
Chancellor, frequently points 
out that he has taken a 
massive pay cut to enter 
politics. Although the highest 
paid Cabinet minister, on 
EI42J508 a year. Lord Irvine 
regularly eamt at least three 
times that as one of the 
country’s leading banisters. 


Shortage 
of GPs is 
expected 
to worsen 

By Ian Murray 

MEDICAL CORRESPONDENT 

BRITAIN has almost 1,000 
unfilled vacancies for GPs. 
and services to patients will 
inevitably worsen, doctors 
leaders said yesterday. 

A conference organised by 
the British Medical Associ¬ 
ation heard that shortages 
were acute in some inner-city 
areas, and chat problems of 
recruitment and retention 
were beginning to affect all 
parts of the countiy. 

John Chisholm, chairman 
of the general medical services 
committee, said: “Nearly 
3,000 overseas doctors keep 
general practices afloat. 
Young doctors are not going to 
be there to replace these 
doctors, nearly all of whom 
are due to retire within ten to 
15 years." 

Low morale, rising patient 
demands and the conflict be¬ 
tween professional and family 
lives were leading to an in¬ 
creasing number of early re¬ 
tirements from ill health and 
stress-relared illness. 


Englishman w ins 
racial abuse case 


By Mark Henderson 


A MAN has been awarded 
£3,000 compensation after an 
industrial tribunal ruled that 
he had been racially harassed 
for being English at a North¬ 
ern Ireland factory. 

Mark Robins, a 35-year-old 
machine operator at the Norfil 
textiles plant in Antrim, was 
subjected to a campaign of 
racial abuse on the factory 
floor, which his bosses did 
nothing to stop, the tribunal 
decided. Derogatoiy com¬ 
ments about his national ori¬ 
gin were scrawled on lavatory 
walls and log books, and he 
was taunted verbally. 

He initially dismissed the 
harassment as “good-natured 
banter" when he joined the 
firm in 1989, but he told the 
Belfast tribunal: “U really 
went downhill and became 
very, very tad.” 

His complaints about a 
small number of the factory’s 
400 workers were ignored by 
the management “They did 
absolutely nothing about it at 
all," he said. 

Mr Robins, who lost an eye 
tn a road accident before 
arriving in Northern Ireland. 


said he was also taunted ab 
his disability, though this v 
not pan of his claim. 

The tribunal was the fi 
racial harassment case of z 
kind to be heard in Northi 
Ireland, under new regt 
tions introduced last year tl 
made such discrimination i 
gal in the Province. 20 ye 
after the rest of the Uni 
Kingdom. The newly esti 
lished Commission for Rai 
Equality for Northern Irela 
* s currently investigati 
about 30 other complaii 
mostly by workers of Chin 
or Asian origin. 

Mr Robins, who is s 
employed by Norfil but 
looking for another job, f 
bight relumed to work for 
first time since the ruling. 

I’ve been on holiday o 
Easter, but I go back on si 
tonight which is highly scar 
he said. “You don’t know wl 
kind of reaction you're goi 
to get. I will go and see h 
tilings stand. 

“1 must stress that it wa 
minority and it's a good pli 
to work. And most fr 
people are very, very nice.” 
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« Blinded Cyprus tourist 
forgives his attackers 
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A BRITISH rourisE blinded in 
one eye when he was allegedly 
assaulted by a British United 
Nations peacekeeper outside a 
disco in Cyprus said yesterday 
that he was prepared to for¬ 
give his attacker. 

Jeremy Caprio. 35. a com¬ 
puter technician from Lanca¬ 
shire. who had only just 
started a holiday on the Medi¬ 
terranean island, said that 
when he realised what had 
happened to him. he initially 
warned revenge. "But then ’l 
realised that sitting here 
shouting and screaming 
would not do much good," he 
said from his bed in a clinic in 
Ayia Napa, where the assault 
took place. Ttn still hoping 1 
can get my sight back in my 
right eye but if 1 can\ I’ve still 
got the use of my other eye." 

His swollen right eye a 
crimson red, Mr Caprio said 
that it helped that he was from 
a religious family. “1 feel sorry 
for them to have this on their 
conscience. I'm sure if you 
brought the guy in here who 
did it right now, he'd be 
regretring it People do strange 
things when they’ve had a lor 
of alcohol." Five soldiers from 


Bath’s £75 
rugby shirt 
outstrips 


Briton savagely beaten outside a 
nightclub tells his story to Michael 
Theodoulou and Michael Evans 


the 1 st Royal Tank Regiment 
have been arrested although 
four were later released by 
Cyprus police. Nearly 300 
members erf the regiment are 
serving with the 1.500-man 
UN force. 

Mr Caprio said that one of 


■- 

lisa Caprio: she tried 
to protect her brother 


Bellringer 

"hanged 

himself 


all rivals in belfry’ 


By Simon de Bruxelles 

AT £75 each, they are they 
most expensive replica sports 
shirts on sale in Britain. But 
football supporters who com¬ 
plain of massive mark-ups on 
souvenir kit no longer have a 
monopoly an moaning. 

The blue, white and blade- 
striped shirts are identical to 
those worn by the Bath rugby 
team when they won the 
European Cup in January. 
The shirts are nearly twice the 
price of normal replicas sold 
in the did) shop; the only 
visible differences are the 
sponsors’ logos. 

The club said that, unlike 
other replica shirts it sold, 
these were identical in every 
respect to those worn by the 
players in their Heineken Cup 
victory over the FYench team 
Brive in Bordeaux. 

Carol Ballinger, a sales 
assistant, said: "We have al- I 
ready sold 400 of the 600 we 
ordered. Many have gone to , 
overseas supporters as well as , 
people who come into the shop 
and we don’t anticipate any i 
difficulty selling them alL” 

The heavy-duty shirts are 
twice the weight of the normal ! 
£40 replicas and have fully 
embroidered logos instead of , 
woven ones that are then stuck j 
on. Corton Oxford, the manu¬ 
facturer that supplies kit to j 
most Premier Divison teams, I 
said the shirts were the most 1 
expensive replicas sold by any 
club. Katie Drake of Cotton 
Oxford said: The dub speci¬ 
fied that it wanted exactly the 
same shirts as those worn by 
the players, which is unusu¬ 
al." Bath claims the shirts 
would have cost £95 each if it 
had decided to maintain its 
normal profft margins. 

peter Norris, of Bath Sup¬ 
porters’ Club, said: "I End £75 
an awful lot, but there is a 
demand for them." 

One supporter said: “It is 
exploiting us because they 
know dedicated fans will pay 
that for a so-called one-off — 
£75 for a shin, no matter how 
rare, is absolutely ridiculous." 


By Russell Jenkins 

A CORONER has opened an 
inquest on a bellringer whose 
body was found in the bell 
tower of a parish church in a 
tiny Staffordshire forming 
community. 

A former discovered Geoff 
Birch, 52. at the foot of the 
belfry of St Luke’s Church, in 
Sheen, where the bachelor 
was "Captain of Bells" and a 
committed churchgoer. He 
had silenced the bells before 
tying the bell rope around his 
neck and hanging himself. 

He was apparently struck 
on the bead by masonry 
dislodged from the belfry. 
Although no note was found : 
near the body, police are 
treating the death as asukade. 

The dock of the church was 
stuck fast at ten minutes past 
eight O'clock, the time of Mr 
Birch'S death, when his body 
was discovered by William 
Shand, who looks after the 
church dock, on the evening of , 
Saturday, April 4. The mecha¬ 
nism had been halted by the 
dead man’s weight. 

The death of Mr Birch, who 
had no immediate family and 
had moved into the neigh¬ 
bouring village of Warslow 18 
rrxmths ago, has shocked the 
community of 200. 

The Rev Jade NicholL vicar 
of Longnor. Quamford and 
Sheen, said: The loss of Geoff 
Birch is a terrible tragedy and 
the whole commnity will be 
veiy saddened by iL He was a 
very kind and gentle man. He 
will be greatly missed by us ! 
all." 

A friend of the dead man, • 
who was described as quiet 
and unassuming, said there 
had appeared to be no warn- | 
ing signs. 

Mr Birch worked in a local 
dairy. The friend said: "He i 
was a highly intelligent man 
who had a great knowledge , 
and interest in the country and | 
wildlife and gave talks to the 
local Women's Institute." j 

The inquest was opened in \ 
Stoke-on-Trent on Tuesday 
and adjourned. j 


Germany tunes m 

1 to Top of the Pops 


By Carol Midgley, media correspondent 


GERMANY, more renowned 
for classical music than its 
contribution to modem 

sounds, is to have its own 
version of Top of the Pops. 

German bands and present¬ 
ers have been working on the 
first programme at the BBCs 
EJstree studios. It will be 
produced by MME, a Ham¬ 
burg-based company, which 
struck a deal with the BBC for 
a series based on the Top of 
the Pops format including the 

traditional chart rundown. 

Not everyone at the BBC 
was convinced that the pro¬ 
gramme would travel well. 
One employee said: "J don't 
think this will be a scmhllaF 
jne watch, more a Top of the 
Flops- Just ask yourself how 
many famous German bands 
vou can name apart from 
Kraftwerk and Nena. who 
sang 99 Red Balloons. 

But the deal could belucra- 
rive for BBC Worldwide, die 

corporation's commercial 

arm. Chris Cowey. TOTP 
■ ~.;/l thp oro 


gramme could be made for 
any country that wanted the 
same formula. T hope this is 
the first of many collabora¬ 
tions to make Top of the Pops 
as popular around the world 
as it is here. 

“Germany is one of the 
most important music mar¬ 
kets in the world and the 
country’s broadcasters have 
extremely discerning tastes 
regarding programmes lute 
this, so irs a real delight for 
me that TOTP will make its 
mark in this major market” 

The German version will 
feature British and American 
acts as well as native pop 
talent The 26-part senes will 
open with a rfS^ninute special. 

In a separate three-year deal 
the BBC has supplied 
TOTP programmes from the 
1980s and 1990s on licence to i a 
new French cable channel. 
Tap of the Pops began on 
New Year's Day 1964. It was 
scheduled for six shows, but 
has been on air without a 
break ever since. 


his greatest regrets was that 
he might now be forced to give 
up his hobby of racing "old 
cars'’, which he did mostly to 
raise money for charities sup¬ 
porting cancer patients. "1 
probably won’t get my licence 
back with only one eye." 

His sister. Lisa. 23. whu had 
thrown herself on his bloodied 
body to protect him during ihe 
assault was at his bedside. 
His donate, Jan Galloway, 
travelled from their home 
near Blackpool to be with him. 

The latest incident further 
clouds the British Army’s rep¬ 
utation in Cyprus, where a 
few violent and sometimes 
horrific assaults by soldiers in 
the past have given the im¬ 
pression that all British 
servicemen are violent thugs. 

The most horrific incident 
was the kidnapping and bat¬ 
tering to death of Louise 
Jensen, a Danish tour guide. 


three years aga Three soldiers 
from The Royal Green Jack¬ 
ets. who had been drinking in 
Ayia Napa, are now serving 
life sentences in Cyprus. 

Although the soldier still 
being questioned after Tues¬ 
day’s attack is serving with the 
United Nations, the severity of 
the assault persuaded Major- 
General Angus Ramsay. Com¬ 
mander. British Forces 
Cyprus, to make Ayia Napa a 
no-go area for all the 4.000 
soldiers and airmen stationed 
at the two sovereign bases. 
General Ramsay also an¬ 
nounced last night that he had 
called for a "full analysis" of 
the incident. 

Mr Caprio said: “The last 
thing 1 remember is a bool 
coming into my face. J didn't 
have a chance, they just 
started on me." He remem¬ 
bered leaving the disco in Ayia 
Napa by the stairs. "I got to 
the top of the stairs and f was 
attacked for no reason at all for 
four or five men." 

He added: “The next thing 1 
remember is arriving at hospi¬ 
tal. 1 had done nothing to 
provoke these men at aII. 1 was 
minding my own business." 
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Jeremy Caprio talking from his hospital bed. "1 feel sorry for them to have this on their conscience," he said 
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PSION SERIES 5. £399** 

THERE'S no question that the new Psion 
Safes 5 is a real computer ft holds aJJ you 
need to type, chart sketch, send faxes 
and email*, and keep appointments,. 
exactly as you'd expect of a real computer 
In fact, without seeing just how small 
it is, you could he excused for thinking 
the Series 5 is unexceptional. But when 
you see it atting in the palm of ye%ir hand, 
jjs. weighing just T3oz, and costing 
from just £399.95 
you'll reafise the Series 5 
pjBmMF isn't Just the real thing, 
1TfiHB it's a real Psion. 


PSION OFFICE" 

A Windows® compatible suite of office 
software, including a fully-featured 
word processor (with spell checker 
and thesaurus), a sophisticated 
spreadsheet drawing package, and 
optional presentation software, all fully 
compatible with desktop applications 
from Microsoft, Lotus and Corel. 


gg PSION CONNECTIVITY" 
■zSH. Link the Psion Series 5 to 

MicrOMft * 

your PC and you can swap 
files within virtually aH major Windows 
applications effortlessly. Or just point 
and beam it at infrared enabled 
printers for hard copies. Connect to a 
modem, and the world is yours with 
built-in fax, email and web-browsing. 


PSION ORGANISER" 

Take charge of your life with Psion's 
world-famous time manager. View 
days, weeks, even years at a time. 
Keep track of thousands of names, 
addresses and phone numbers with 
ease. And synchronise ali this 
information with your desktop 
agenda applications seamlessly. 
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Libraries to be ‘people’s network’ 


THE Government is to spend E70 million 
over the next four years to turn public 
libraries into a “people’s network". 

Electronic links win allow information 
and educational materials to be exchanged 
at the press of a button, while all 27,000 
library staff will be retrained to use the new 
technology. 

The aim is the transformation of the 
public library service, a 19th-century inven¬ 
tion, into a 21st-century electronic network. 
While lending books will remain its 
primary function, the library will also 
become a place for surfing the Net and 
calling up information and images from 
other libraries both in Britain and abroad. 
Much of the money needed will come from 
the National Lottery. The announcement is 


Nigel Hawkes on government plans to transform a 19th-century institution 


to be made today by Chris Smith, the 
Culture Secretary, as the Government's 
response to a report by the Library and 
Information Commission published last 
year. The Government has accepted the 
recomendations made by the commission 
and Mr Smith's response will outline how it 
intends to implement them. 

Libraries are one of Britain's most 
respected public services, “offering levels of 
customer usage, satisfaction and brand 
loyalty that most private-sector organ¬ 
isations can only dream about", today’s 
report will say. Mr Smith’s response will be 
endorsed by the Secretaries of State for 


Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales. 

Four policy objectives embraced by the 
Government will be supported by the new 
initiative: education, public access to know¬ 
ledge, social inclusion — ensuring that all, 
have access to information: and the 
modernisation of public services. “A nation¬ 
wide public libararies IT network will help 
deliver these objectives,” rhe report 
concludes. 

A major part of the promised £70 million 
will be spent turning materials already held 
by libraries into digital form, so that they 
can form the backbone of a proposed 
National Grid for Learning. The plan is to 


concentrate on material to support "lifelong 
learning smd education m its broadest 
sense”. To achieve that, Mr Smith’s re¬ 
sponse says, the network must provide as 
broad a range of new and interesting 
material to as many people as possible. The 
task is expected to cost £50 million. 

Another £20 million will be spent training 
public librarians to use information technol¬ 
ogy. A parallel initiative to train teachers 
and school librarians has already been 
launched. 

The actual hardware—screens and high- 
caparity links between libraries — are to be 
left to the private sector, though how 


companies will earn a return from the 
investment is not entirely clear. A limited 
amount of public money, about E6 million 
from an existing fond, will be used to 
finance pathfinder projects at selected 
libraries to demonstrate the potential of the 

H^Th? 1 Government believes that private 
investment will be encouraged by the huge 
educational market opened up by the 
parallel National Grid for Learning, to 
which all libraries will be linked by the year 
2O0Z. Telecommunications costs are expect¬ 
ed robe between E7 million and £15 million a 
year. 

The library plans are part of a wider 
initiative to be launched by tile Prime 
Minister and published on the internet 


Scot claims his 
proper place in 
Kremlin history 
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EFFORTS are being made to 
restore to Russian history 
books a little-known 17th-cen¬ 
tury Scottish clockmaker who 
was the architect of one of 
Russia's most potent symbols 
— the Saviour’S Tower at the 
Kremlin. 

The 230ft spire, with green 
tiles and topped with a red 
star, stands above the en¬ 
trance between Red Square 
and the Kremlin. It has 
emerged that the builder was 
a Scot named Christopher 
Galloway, from Haddington, 
East Lothian, ft is believed he 
went to Moscow in 1616 to 



The Saviour’s Tower in 
Moscow’s Red Square 


work for Tsar Michael, the 
first Romanov emperor, in a 
move by James I and VI to 
promote relations. 

Jeremy Howard, an art 
historian at St Andrew’s Univ¬ 
ersity. has spent six years 
trawling through Russian ar¬ 
chives and history books to 
piece together Galloway’s life. 
He has written The Scottish 
Kremlin Builder, commis¬ 
sioned by the British Council 
in Moscow, which will be the 
centrepiece of an exhibition 
this summer in the Red 
Square's History Museum. 

Dr Howard said: "His 
contribution seems to have 
been buried away, yet the 
Saviour's Tower is one of the 
best-known symbols of Rus¬ 
sia” Galloway had appeared 
in 19th-century literature 
about Moscow, but disap¬ 
peared suddenly during the 
Soviet era. 

During his research Dr 
Howard found references in 
I7th and 18th-century docu¬ 
ments to a Christopher Gallo- 
vay or Galloway. In what was 
presumably an oversight, he 
appears in the 1950s Soviet 
Entylopoedio. as the architect 
of the tower. 

Despite Dr Howard’s re¬ 
search. Galloway remains 
enigmatic. There are no 
drawings of him and details of 
his life in Russia have been 
lost. All that is known is that 
he was active in the Imperial 
Court untii 1631. 
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The regeneration scheme for Portsmouth harbour includes shopping mails, a multiplex cinema, a casino, 300 apartments and towribouses 

Anger over £100m plan for Portsmouth 


THE Royal Fine Art Commission has 
attacked plans for the £100 million 
millennium regeneration of Ports¬ 
mouth’s historic gun wharf as "lamen¬ 
table”. and has called for a public 
inquiry. 

Once the busiest of all the naval 
ordnance yards, the gun wharf is a 
crucial part of the city's ambitious 
millennium project the renaissance of 
Portsmouth harbour, which is aimed 
at opening the entire perimeter of the 
harbour to visitors. 

Lord St John of Fawsley. the 
chairman of the commission, said:; 
"The current proposals totally lack a 
sense of place. They could be any¬ 
where at all, in any suburban housing 
estate or shopping park. As an 


Art experts describe harbour proposals 
as lamentable, writes Marcus Binney 


example of development at the time of 
the millpnnium. they are simply 
lamentable. In the commission's view, 
the architects have failed to rise to the 
challenge of designing proposals 
which pay due regard to the historic 
buildings that will be retained, exploit 
the magnificent site and link it to the 
rest of Portsmouth." 

- The Berkeley Group, 5 working with 
Lordland, developers of the waterfront 
in Cape Town, hope to start work this 
summer. The proposals drawn up by 
architects Medley Green tree indude 


large amounts of shopping in covered 
malls as well as a multiplex cinema, 
bowling centre, casino and comedy 
dub, 20 restaurants and bars. 2 nd 300 
apartments and townhonses. It will 
also provide a berth for visiting tall 
ships. The developers are also propos¬ 
ing a 480ft, £29 million millennium 
tower, part funded by the Millennium 
Commission, but this is the subject of 
a separate application. 

Unless the proposals are blocked 
by the Environment Secretary, they 
are likely to be approved by Ports¬ 


mouth City Council on April 24. 
English Heritage and the Portsmouth 
Society have criticised die design of 
the planned buildings. Celia Clarke, 
secretary of the Sotiety, said: "This is 
a conservation area with acres of 
reusable buildings, but only a handful 
are to be kept amid a sea of 
mediocrity.” 

Roger Lewis, director of the Berke¬ 
ley Group, said: "The scheme, devel¬ 
oped after two years of consultation, 
has addressed criticisms. Any further 
delay will jeopardise not only 
gunwharf quays but the whole millen¬ 
nium scheme for Portsmouth har¬ 
bour. We must not allow a few 
dissenting voices, who do not repre¬ 
sent the majority, to do this." 


Blair will 
answer 
questions 
Online 

By James Landale 
POLITICAL REPORTER 

TONY BLAIR is to become tite 
I first British Prime Minister to 
take questions live on tile 
Internet during an interview 
with the public 

Questions sent via e-mail 
from around the world will be 
answered down the Internet in 
45-minute interview on April 
29. Although the questions 
will be filtered in advance. 
Downing Street officials said 
that there would be some 
opportunity for impromptu 
inquiries. 

If it proves successful, the 
move is likely to be repeated 
by Mr Blair and other 
ministers. 

Officials said that this was a 
natural extension of the Prime 
Minister’s public question- 
and-answer sessions held be¬ 
fore and after the election. 
Ptiddy Ashdown, the Liberal 
Democrat leader, took part in 
his own pioneering “Webcast" 
during the election campaign 
last May. 

John Major launched the 
Downing Street Website in 
1996 and it is due to be 
relaunched today, when Mr 
Blair also announces plans for 
a £600 million computer in¬ 
vestment and training pack¬ 
age for schools, libraries, 
hospitals and GPs. Officials 
said that the package was the 
biggest information technol¬ 
ogy training and investment 
programme undertaken by a 
British government 

The Downing StTeet 
Website has not been updated 
since May last year after 
Labour came to power. Offici¬ 
als would not disclose the 
contents of the new site — 
which currently contains the 
history of Downing Street and 
a list of Cabinet ministers — 
but it has already been nick¬ 
named the "people’s Website". 

Mr Blair'S enthusiasm for 
new technology comes despite 
his own acknowledged confu¬ 
sion when faced by a comput¬ 
er. He still prefers using 
handwritten notes rather than 
the Government's own Agen¬ 
da computer system which is 
used by civil servants and 
ministers. 

"He is not a technophobe," 
an official said. "But he is 
perfectly open about the fact 
that he was not educated at a 
time when computers were 
widely available in schools." 


Don’t get 
caught in the web 
BT’s ISDN 
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fastest way 
to download from 
the Internet. 


Connect now from only £99 
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Earl calls for 
£40m Diana fund 
to be wound up 


THE char/iy set up in memory 
of Diana, Princess of Wales, 
clashed with Earl Spencer 
yesterday after he suggested 
that the E40 million fund 
should be wound up. 

The ear] believes thai his 
sister would not haw ap¬ 
proved of its money-making 
endeavours, despite'his deci¬ 
sion to open Allhorp to the 
public to benefit the charity. 
Yesterday he said that he had 
already borrowed “several 
millions” to renovate his an¬ 
cestral home as a tourist 
attraction, but said it was 
“ludicrous" to accuse him of 
profiteering. 

He pledged that profits 
from opening Althorp would 
go to the Diana. Princess of 
Wales Memorial Fund. But he 
added: “1 do not believe Diana 
would have wanted it to run 
forever. She was not really a 
committee person. She would 
have been delighted at the way 
the money has come in. but 
she would have wanted it to be 
spent. I do not think the fund 
should be raising money. 1 
think it should accept the 
money and distribute it." 

The earl said he felt “bat¬ 
tered but unbowed” by “ab¬ 
surd” allegations that he was 
cashing in on his sister's 
memory, and said that, to 
prove it. he would make the 


Spencer says 
Princess would 
have wanted all 
donations spent 
writes Daniel 


McGrory 

Alrhorp accounts available to 
the fund, of which Lady Sarah 
McCorquodale. his sister, is 
president. 

Last night senior figures in 
the fund said that there were 
no plans to wind up the 
charity — expeaed to raise 
more than £100 million by the 
end of this year — because of 
the continuing flood of dona¬ 
tions and merchandising. 

Baroness Pitkeathley of 
Caversham. one of the nine 
trustees, said: “We are not out 
on the streets raising money. 
We are accepting donations 
that people wish to give. You 
cant just give money away 
without some administrative 
structure. You can call it 
bureaucracy if you like, but 
you need to monitor how the 
money is spent. 

"No one can say for certain 


what the Princess would or 
would not have wanted, but 
we are supporting causes dear 
to her." 

Another senior figure in the 
fund said: “The earl may like 
to think that, if no one men¬ 
tions Diana's name, this will 
all go away. It wont. Her 
name, and this fund, will 
build and build and she would 
have approved of the good it is 
doing. This fund is unique and 
none of us knows how long it 
will last, but 1 expea it to 
grow." 

The earl told the North¬ 
ampton Evening Chronicle 
that he was “proud" of what 
he was doing to commemorate 
his sister. The pop concert on 
June 27 in Aithoip’s grounds, 
starring Sir Cliff Richard. 
Shirley Bassey and Wet. Wet. 
Wet, would be “a one-off”. 

He still has not said how 
much money will go to the 
charity, but stressed that open¬ 
ing Althorp in July was “not a 
memorial fund project. It is a 
Spencer family project.” 
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French customs officers with some of the tablets found in a Belgian lorry about to travel through the tunnel 


Record drug 
haul caught 
at tunnel 
entrance 

From Adam Sage 
IN PARIS 

FRENCH customs officials 
yesterday disclosed that a 
record cache of 358,000 Ecsta¬ 
sy tablets had been found in a 
lorry about to enter the Chan¬ 
nel Tunnel. 

The tablets, with a street 
value of about £1 million, 
were discovered hidden 
among canned goods as the 
Belgian-registered lorry pre¬ 
pared to board a train through 
the tunnel on March 25. 

The seizure was kept secret 
for three weeks while French 
and Belgian police attempted 
io trace the drugs syndicate 
behind the delivery. The Bel¬ 
gian driver is in custody. 

~ The seizure was more than 
double the total amount of 
Ecstasy seized by French au¬ 
thorities in 1997. Ten kilo¬ 
grams (22lb) of cocaine was 
also found. 

Officials said that the Ecsta¬ 
sy had come from The 
Netherlands or Belgium and 
was destined for the British 
market. More than bOO people 
were arrested in northern 
France last year on charges of 
smuggling drugs to Britain. 


Shops face 
upsurge 
in bomb 
warnings 


MPasks 
for grant 
to fight 
termites 


B» Stewart TtNDLER 


By Michael Horsivell 



CRIME CORRESPONDENT 

BOMB warnings have re¬ 
placed threats to contaminate 
food as the main tactic of 
extortionists against super¬ 
market chains, a national 
police intelligence conference 
will be told today. 

A report prepared by the 
National Criminal Intelli¬ 
gence Service shows that there 
were three threats of food 
contamination last year com¬ 
pared with totals of more than 
20 in previous years. The 
number of bomb threats or 
actual devices used against 
companies reached 27. 

Nine of the attacks were by 
rhe Mardi Gra bomber. Only 
rwo of the remaining threaten¬ 
ing letters were followed by an 
attempt to planl devices: both 
proved to be hoaxes, according 
to Detective Sergeant Jill Bai¬ 
ley. head or the NC1S unit 
covering kidnap and extortion 
crimes. She wifi present the 
figures to an international 
conference in Coventry today. 


AN MPhas asked the Govern¬ 
ment to intervene urgently to 
prevent an infestation of ter¬ 
mites in a West Country house 
from spreading. 

Nicholas Harvey. Liberal 
Democrat MP for North Dev¬ 
on. asked Hilary Armstrong, 
the Housing Minister, to 
authorise an emergency grant 
to the owner of the infected 
home. The termites invaded 
the £250.000 house overlook¬ 
ing Barnstaple Bay at Saunton 
nearly four years ago. after 
arriving in a packing case 
with a plant from southern 
Europe. They were treated 
with insecticide but reap¬ 
peared last month. 

Mr Harvey urged Miss 
Armstrong to treat the prob¬ 
lem as a matter of national 
importance. He said the last 
Government had refused to 
give any financial assistance, 
so the treatments carried out 
were not the drastic measures 
needed and the infestation 
was worse than before. 
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Some of die 44,000 members of the Army Cadet Force braving the elements at an Easter training course at Fonnby 

Old boys called up to 
defend cadet force 

Commanders fear TA cuts will hit junior recuits, reports Daniel McGrory 


■Wit hswi MurauoL m nt 


A BAND of former boy sol 
diers. including General Sir 
Peter de la Billiere, Com¬ 


mander of the British Forces 


in the Gulf War, the newscast 


er Martyn Lewis and the 
snooker player John Virgo are 
to be recruited to combat what 


the Army Cadet Force says is a 
serious threat to its future. 


The ACF wants famous old 


boys like these and the Labour 
MP George Galloway to 
assail another former cadet. 


the Defence Secretary George 
Robertson, whose strategic re¬ 
view, the force says, may put 
its future at risk. 


Commanders fear that 
thousands of youngsters could 
be denied the chance to be¬ 
come cadets if the Govern¬ 
ment goes ahead with cuts to 
the Territorial Army, which 
provides meeting halls, trans¬ 
port, instructors and weapon¬ 
ry for the ACF. 

Thousands of cadets spent 
the weekend crawling through 
mud and snow on assault 
courses at Easter training 
camps. Undeterred by die 
tough conditions, they urged 
commanders to fight for the 
ACPs survival. 


Martin BaJtham. 19. from 
Bootle, said: "So many of us 
rely on the ACF as the antidote 


to life on the dole or whatever, 
and don't want to lose it, so. 


without disobeying orders or 
breaking rules, we should 
fight far ourselves. George 
Robertson had a good time as 
a cadet, so he would be a 
traitor to deny us the same 
chance." 

Ministers have refused to 
say how the strategic defence 
review, due next month, may 


Students 
get to grips 
with knotty 
problems 

By Russell Jenkins 

AFTER learning how to put 
on a duvet cover property, 
men and women are being 
encouraged to sign up for 
adult education classes in 
tying a headscarf or bow-tie. 

Students who graduate 
from the “bite-size" courses 
will not only have solved a 
ticklish sartorial problem but 
will be awarded an NVQ in 
fashion design. The course, 
called Get Knotted, is offered 
by North Yorkshire Training 
and Enterprise College at 
Harrogate, with the help the 
Tie Rack organisation. 

It is one of 150 free one-hour 
courses on "life's irritations”, 
launched this week by the 
council with the aim of luring 
men and women with little or 
no formal academic qualifica¬ 
tions back into the classroom. 
The council also offers 
courses on parking a car. 
dealing with difficult people, 
reading old maps, grooming a 
dog and choosing the right 
wines. 

Students who learn about 
the pitfolls of of becoming a 
royal bodyguard will gradu¬ 
ate with an NVQ in Security 
Guarding. An hour-long 
course on how to put on a 
duvet which attracted head¬ 
lines in January when the 
council first mooted die possi¬ 
bility, reappears on the spring 
programme. 

Helen Lamb, a council 
spokeswoman, said: “This is a 
taste of what education can be 
like these days for people who 
may be frightened of learn¬ 
ing. It shows them that they 
do not have to be sat behind a 
desk. There is a serious mess¬ 
age behind it” 





General Sir Peter de la BiQidre and Martyn Lewis 
were among the ranks of the ACF in their youth 


affect the ACF. although they 
said that every effort was 
being made to protect it The 
ACF$ concern, however, 
stems from speculation that 
the TA’S strength is to be cut 
by up to a third to pay for 
more regular soldiers. A 
senior ACF source said: “in 
many parts of 
the country, we 
rely on the TA 
for almost ever¬ 
ything, so with¬ 
out them our 
numbers and 


our program 
mes would be 
decimated. Geo¬ 


rge Robertson 
was a cadet and 


loved it We 
hope he wont stop thousands 
of youngsters enjoying that 
same opportunity. Politicians 
on all sides support what we 
do ... few realise how much 
we rely on the Territorials for 
our survival.” 

The ACF is to write to every 
MP and minister and to ask 


C Many of us 


rely on the ACF 


as the antidote 


to life on the 


dole and don’t 


want to lose it 9 


well-known former cadets to 
head a public campaign. "So 
many of our famous old 
names enjoyed their time as 
cadets and we are confident 
they will back our campaign, 
the source said. The ACF - 
motto "To inspire to achieve" 
has 40.000 cadets aged 13 to 
18, a quarter of 
them girls. A 
quarter of the 
1.700 detach¬ 
ments meet in 
TA centres. ACF 
commanders ar¬ 
gue that, in 


er suitable facili¬ 
ties and that 
they do not have 
the funding to pay for com¬ 
mercial alternatives. Colonel 
Alan Jolly, commandant of the 
Lancashire ACF, said “We are 
going to suffer a massive loss 
of support if the TA is cut 
They provide so much train¬ 
ing, transport, logistics and 
above all facilities. We 
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couldn't do half the things we 
do wi thout them." Seven of the 
27 detachments in his area 
meet in TA halls. 

Defence ministers say they 
are aware of the effect any cuts 
in the TA could have on the 
ACF. John Reid. Armed 
Forces Minister, said: "No ‘ 
derisions have been taken on 
the strategic review. But what 
I can say, very categorically, is 
that the Army Cadet Force wfll 
not be cut. 

“Furthermore, we will en-' 
sure that, if derisions are 
taken which affect the size and- 
role of the TA. there are no 
adverse implications for the 
cadets. We are very conscious 
of the importance of maintain- 1 
mg the national coverage of 
the cadets. 

“The cadet forces have a 
vital role to play in promoting 
the personal and sociaL dey- 
elopment of young people 
through a range of adventur¬ 
ous. military, sporting and 
community braining activities";. 
They are also a source of 
potential recruits to the Ser¬ 
vices as they are an effective 
way of allowing young people 
to sample Service life and 
learn from the experience." 

ACF leaders ar^ue that it is 
inconceivable that ministers 
could cyt the TA’s numbers 
and not reduce its facilities. 
One report suggested that the 
review may cut the TA from 
57.000 to 40.000 people. 

Ministry officials said yes¬ 
terday that this was “pure 
speculation" and added that 
in a "high-tech army of today, 
the future of the TA’s logistical 
and technical support wiU be 
very important". 


BAHRAIN 

PROMOTIONS & 

MARKETING BOARD 


« Lpjfi i v» I 



















































































































LoJ)i n 9 I 1 


the TIMES THURSDAY APRIL 16 1998 


HOME NEWS 9 


< Romance is hard 

work but someone 


has to do it 






A LOVE story had a happy- 
ending for Angela Lambert 
yesterday. The twice-divorced 
grandmother was named ro¬ 
mantic novelist nf the year for 
a tale of middle-aged adultery 
in the modem world. 

It was another chapter in 
the decline of the traditional 
bodice-ripping yam of flushed 
maidens and inevitable happi¬ 
ness. Ms Lambert said: "Love 
is enormously complicated 
nowadays — anything from 
long working-hours to di¬ 
vorce. The circumstances in 
which people meet are no 
longer the season, the ball, the 
local dance.” 

The Rnmaniic Novelets' As- 

socialiun. which has staged 
the competition for 38 years, 
was at pains to shake off its 
tradin'onal image, empha¬ 
sising that its writer*, were 
working in the tradition of 
Jane Austen and Thomas Har¬ 
dy. not Barbara Cartland. 

The association lays claim 
to more lhan 60 per cent of all 
books sold. One factor re¬ 
mains unchanged: most of the 
readers are women. 

Ms Lam ben. 58. has three 
children and five grandchil¬ 
dren. Her publicity material 
makes a point of noting thar 
her first husband left her for a 
"peru blonde secretary”. She 
worked for the Earl of Long¬ 
ford in the 1960s and then as a 
television and newspaper 
journalist. She has written 




Dalya Alberge 

on how love-story 
industry hailed 
a new heroine 
of tough reality 


over escapism 


seven books and lives with a 
television director. Tony Price, 
in London and France. 

After winning the £5.000- 
prize at the Cafe Royal in 
London for Kiss and Kin. she 
lamented that some publish¬ 
ers’ perception of romantic 
fiction was still Mills & Boon 

— “the comic-strip of fiction". 
Ms Lambert said that roman¬ 
tic fiction was “fiction with big 
emotions". 

It was. she insisted, no 
longer about a “daddy's virgin 
finding Mr Right". The read¬ 
ers were no longer desperately 
seeking escapism. They want¬ 
ed realism, characters and 
stories to which they could 
relate — even if that included 
divorce, illegitimate children 
and mistresses. 

Angela Amey, who chairs 
the association, said that ro¬ 
mance was just about feelings 

— making a distinction be¬ 
tween works of romantic fic¬ 


tion and mere romance 
“which you know will have a 
happy ending". She said: “In 
the end. all the great stories 
have a love dement. Romantic 
novels of today have the same 
emotions as Jane Austen. 
Nothing has changed. 

“Even Mills & Boon is not 
about heaving bosoms. Most 
people who accuse them of 
that have never read one." 

Linda Evans, editorial di¬ 
rector of Corgi and Black 
Swan — Ms Lambert's pub¬ 
lisher — pointed to the 350 
guests, leading publishers and 
agents, at the reception: 
“There are no ladies in pink 
hats and Barbara Cartland is 
not presen L“ 

Ms Lambert was picked 
from a shortlist of seven: 
Elizabeth Chadwick. Sarah 
Harrison. Erica James. Juli¬ 
ette Meade. Agnes Short and 
Emma Blair. All but one is a 
woman. Emma Blair is 
known to his friends and 
family as Ian Blair. 

The genre, the association 
says, is the most popular kind 
of reading material, account¬ 
ing for 61 per cent of books 
sold. More than 90 per cent of 
it. said Barbara Boote. editori¬ 
al director of Little. Brown, 
was bought by women. 

However much the maga¬ 
zines keep telling us that men 
are becoming so much more 
romantic than they used to be. 
she is yet to be convinced, and 
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Yacht owner 


questioned 

over deaths 


in rough sea 
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A yacht owner was arrested 
and questioned by police yes¬ 
terday in connection the 
deaths of two crew members 
after the yacht set sail in 
rough seas. 

Three men fell from Colin 
Jessey's 44ft Signature as ii 
listed in the mouth of the Tyne 
on April 3. Peter Curry and 
Alan Barwick were swept out 
to sea and David Knowles 
suffered head injuries. North¬ 
umbria Police said: “The own¬ 
er was arrested in connection 
with a possible manslaughter 
offence and interviewed." He 
was released on police bail. 


Smoking charge 


Angela Lambert celebrating her win with Jeffrey Archer, who said: “Isn’t War and Peace romantic fiction?” 


noted how men would simply 
rather not admit to reading 
Jove stories, dw apdflt-wir She 
said: “They wouldnt want to 
be seen on the Tube with iL It 
would destroy their street 
cred." 

The novelist Jeffrey Archer, 
who presented the prize, in¬ 
sisted that “men are just as 
romantic as women — if 
women think they’ve got it all 
to themselves, they Ye wrong.” 
Noting the difficulties of defin¬ 
ing romantic fiction, he added: 
“What does it mean? Isn’t War 
and Peace romantic fiction?” 


An Australian man was 
charged with endangering an 
aeroplane after lighting a 
cigarette in its lavatory. Scon 
Stevens. 24. was remanded 
on bail by magistrates in 
Crawley. West Sussex, after 
the incident on March 11. 


Books, pages 38. 39 


Angela Lambert’s Kiss and Kin is a thoroughly con¬ 
temporary novel about an intense love affair between a 
newly widowed woman and her daughter-in-law's 
father. There’s plenty of sex. and brooding about sex. and 
a detailed examination of the effects of the central rela¬ 
tions hip on the protagonists’ families. The publisher's 
blurb says that “this brave and outspoken novel exam- 
iocs the taboos and boundaries of family life, and the de¬ 
struction that follows when they are ignored". One 
passage reads: “She smiled her thanks as the waitress 
moved away and, bending over the glass, inserted the 
tip of her tongue into the effervescent liquid. Her tongue 
was as dean and pointed as a cal's. Oliver felt like a 
Peeping Tom, as though she were doing something much 
more private and erotic than sipping champagne.” 


Ordeal by fire 


ANGELA 

LAMBERT 

Kiss acicrKsn 


A supermarket employee was 
trapped inside his burning 
store in Kingsbury, northwest 
London, after robbers 
splashed petrol around and 
set it alight. A passer-by- 
forced his way in and rescued 
the victim via a back door. 


Player banned 




The traditional, spiffing story of a man called Emma 


Henning Berg. 28. the Norwe¬ 
gian international who cost 
Manchester United £5 mil¬ 
lion. was banned from driv¬ 
ing for a year and fined £1.000 
after being caught speeding 
four times in three months, 
including twice in a day. 
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By Damian Whitworth 


lan Blair publishers suggested using woman's name 


A MORE traditional love story among 
the runners-up was written by die only 
male finalist, lan Blair. He is better 
known to readers as Emma Blair, 
because using a woman's name in¬ 
creases his sales. 

His novel Flower of Scotland, is set 
against the backdrop of the Great 
War. the characters say “spiffing", 
family solidarity triumphs over trage¬ 
dy and love transcends dass. 

Mr Blair, who revealed his true 
identity on a chat show, was a 
Shakespearean actor and lifeguard 
from Scotland, who was brought up 
by an aunt in Milwaukee after his 
mother died when he was II. After he 
wrote a saga novel, his publishers 


decided he would sell better as a 
woman and Emma was bom. This 
supported an assumption that women 
shy from romantic fidion written by a 
man. Yet he says: “Romantic fiction is 
simply a novel or a story with a core 
relationship. That’s about it” 

His novel includes this passage 
“He was quite simply the most 
gorgeous man she’d ever dapped eyes 
on. Just the sight of him had the 
amazing effect of sending a thrill 
through her entire body, a phenome¬ 
non she had never experienced before. 
She found the inside of her mouth had 
gone suddenly dry.” 

Another runner-up. Airs and 
Groces, by Erica James, is a contem¬ 
porary story of a woman abandoned 
by her husband when he falls in love 


with Provence. She becomes merce¬ 
nary and deddes to remarry for 
money, tilting her hat at her wealthy 
lawyer before an artist enters her life. 

In real life, Ms James. 37. lives in 
Cheshire with her two sons, after 
living in Oxford, Yorkshire and Bel¬ 
gium. She has tried her hand at 
numerous administrative jobs and 
worked for an Oxford college and in 
the explosives supply business. Her 
novel includes this: “All she had to do 
was make Duncan believe that he was 
in charge and. by appearing incapable 
at times and making herself out to be a 
loose cannon on deck, this was 
simplicity itself.” 

Sarah Harrison, another final isL is 
the daughter of an army officer and 
spent her childhood in Germany, the 


Far East and at boarding school, 
before writing for Woman's Own and 
turning full-time to fiction. 

Her novel. Flowers Won’t Fax. is 
about a wife who has become pre¬ 
pared to overlook her husband's 
indiscretions after ten years of mar¬ 
riage. Then, by chance, she meets his 
mistress and the two women form an 
unlikely friendship that forces them to 
reassess the man they thought they 
knew. 

The writing includes: “He represent¬ 
ed all that lsia liked in Englishmen — 
the lack of vanity that was itself 
slightly vain, the solid confidence, the 
overgrown-school boyi sh ness which 
could be insufferable but which, when 
combined with intellect and charm. 
was irresistible.” 


Trust chiefs’ pay 


Chief executives of NHS 
trusts received pay rises of 5 2 
per cent fast year — twice as 
much as health workers, ac¬ 
cording to a report by Income 
Data Services. Basic salaries 
for chief executives varied 
from £41.000 to Elll.000. 


Tank destroyed 


A restored Russian tank from 
the Second World War was 
destroyed by fire after it was 
left overnight in a field at 
Pontypridd, near Cardiff. It 
was due to be shipped to 
.America. Police want to ques¬ 
tion a gang of youths. 
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Size of 
tree trunk 
varies with 
the tide 

By Nigel Hawkes 

SCIENCE EDITOR 

THE diameter of tree 
trunks fluctuates with the 
tides, according to mea¬ 
surements made by scien¬ 
tists from Switzerland. 
Italy and France. 

The finding suggests 
that the Moon exerts some 
influence over the water 
inside tree trunks, control¬ 
ling its flow between dif¬ 
ferent parts of the tree. It is 
known that the height of 
water in boreholes, and 
the flow of springs, also 
varies with the tides. 

In Nature, a team led by 
Ernst Zurcher. of the Swiss 
Federal Institute of Tech¬ 
nology. says that the mea¬ 
surements were made on 
two young spruce trees 
grown at the University of 
Florence. The 4ft drees 
were growing at a con¬ 
trolled temperature and in 
the dark. 

Careful measurement of 
the diameter of the stems 
showed that they varied by 
a few hundredths of a 
millimetre in a cyde exact¬ 
ly matching that of the 
tides. The team does not 
provide an explanation, 
although changes in bore¬ 
hole levels, and the tides 
themselves, are the result 
of gravitational forces 
exierted by the Moon and 
the Sun. 


From violent prisoner 
to happy family man 






CHARLES BRONSON, who 
has spent 21 of the past 25 
years behind bars and once 
threatened to eat a hostage, 
has pronounced himself the 
“happiest man in the penal 
system". 

Brunson, 45, who took his 
name from the star of the 
Death Wish films, revealed 
his sunny disposition m a 
letter to a newspaper for 
prisoners. Writing in fnside 
Time, the man described as 
Britain's most dangerous pris¬ 
oner said: "No man in the 
penal system is happier than 
me. I go to bed with a smile, I 
wake up with a smile — that’s 

how | am." 

His new-found happiness is 
thought to be linked to the 
recent meeting with his son, 
whom he had not seen for 22 
years. Mike Dunroe was three 
when his mother remarried 
and his father began the first 
of his many sentences. 

Mr Dunroe was traced and 
contacted earlier this year by a 
friend of Bronson, who was 
worried about his behaviour. 
As a result Mr Dunroe. 25, a 
chef from Liverpool, wrote to 
his father, then in prison in 
Woolwich, southeast London, 
saying that he wanted to meet 
him. 

Bronson, a shaven-headed 
body builder who sports a 
bushy beard, was jailed for 
seven years at the Old Bailey 
last October for taking three 
hostages in prison and threat¬ 
ening to kill them if he was not 
flown to Libya. He had tied up 


Britain’s most dangerous inmate 
says reunion with son has changed 
his attitude, writes Adam Fresco 


the three fellow inmates with 
strips of bedding and barri¬ 
caded them in a cell with him 
for seven hours at Belmarsh 
prison, southeast London. He 
threatened to kill them unless 
he was given a helicopter, sub¬ 
machine guns, a cheese sand¬ 
wich and ice-cream. 

During his years behind 
bars he is estimated to have 
carried out more than 20 
assaults on prison governors 
and officers. 

Originally jailed for robbery 
and aggravated burglary, he 
has recieved most of his sen¬ 
tences for taking hostages in 
prison or attacking fellow 


inmates. He has spent most of 
his time in solitary confine¬ 
ment because of his great 
physical strength. He once 
went two years without seeing 
the sky. 

Formerly known as Michael 
Gordon Peterson, he has re¬ 
cently been moved to 
Woodhiff prison in- Milton 
Keynes, the Prison Service's 
new security unit for the most 
disruptive inmates. 

When he appeared in court 
on the hostage-taking charges 
last October, he pleaded 
guilty, but told the judge that 
he now had a reason to live 
because he had made contact 



Bronson and a 1996 self-portrait He has been in 
jail for 21 of the past 25 years, often in solitary 


with his long-lost son. He said: 
“f was on a mission of mad¬ 
ness, but Mow 1 am on a 
mission of peace. All I want to 
do now is get home and have a 
pint with my son." 

Father and son finally met 
at Wakefield prison in Febru¬ 
ary and were pictured with 
their arms around each other. 
Mr Dunroe said at the time 
that he thought he looked like 
his father, "apart from the 
beard". 

Hoping that parole for his 
father would be sooner rather 
than later, he said that they 
planned to open a restaurant 
together. 

Bronson told Inside Time 
how he had been moved 44 
times in two years within the 
prison system. He said: 
“Wherever I am, I survive. I’ve 
not seen a TV in two years, or 
mixed, or been allowed class¬ 
es. My whole world is 
isolation. 

“An officer [Ye known for 20 
years worked out that lYe 
spent 21 years in solitary 
confinement out of 25 inside. I 
once went two years without 
seeing the sky. ten years 
without seeing a TV. I don’t 
smoke, don’t mess with drugs, 

I train hard, press-ups." 

A spokesman for the news¬ 
paper said that Bronson had 
written several letters in the 
past The publication is pro¬ 
duced by New Bridge, a 
charity that creates links be¬ 
tween offenders and the com¬ 
munity. The Earl of Longford 
is one of its trustees. 
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Scott Neeson, of 20th-Century Fox, with Scott Murdoch, nephew of the first officer 


NINTENDO 64 


MEW RELEASES P 

y „ •• ••.. .-v . 

Jy . .. ■ 1 




QUAKE 

Tha Proust game over has come m— 

BJN64. A mask* piece-Quake ig 
tho n30 shoot-’em-upaJ Q 


199 


mm 


DEALS 


THREE UQRS 


SCARF 



TOSHPS STORY 

NW'e fcmai platform advontuw 

tMiwMariiAfainiiiDdnngiji. 

ttiaNimm&kiths si action 

toast of hn 


L99 


TOP TITLES 


DOOM 

Snotyou-way 

Hratfi&Otowtaol 

'tosnwnator*ite»«J 

adventure. 

Was £48591 




THE BEST WAY TO BUY A 

PlayStation 


SHMP1Y PLACE A 
£5 DEPOSIT TO 
RESERVE YOUR COPY 
OF THREE LIONS 
AND CLAIM YOUR 
FREE SCARF AT 
THE TIME OF 
FULL PURCHASE 


*%ranMtoi of Bone by doporit bnl|c 
PyP^^NKya upfc erMjanieMonofecart 
tMnm*vaak u*n £5. Scarf redeemable 
aganatdaposft receipt at tifftooTUpuctese 
J»brwrtfBn7 days after rctenstf gone 
Whfe sods of scanes bo. Me fcr dntata. 




Film-makers 
apologise for 
Titanic error 
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THE makers of the Oscar- 
winning film Titanic 
apologised yesterday to rela¬ 
tives of William M urdoch, the 
liner’s first officer, for portray¬ 
ing him on screen as a 
cowardly murderer. 

Scott Neeson, executive 
vice-president of 20th-Century 
Fox visited Mr Murdoch’s 
home town of Dalbeattie in 
Kirkudbrightshire where he 
is remembered as a hero who 
gave his life to save others. 

As a gesture of goodwill. 
Mr Neeson presented an en¬ 
graved plaque to Dalbeattie 
High School and donated 
£5,000 to the school's Mur¬ 
doch Memorial Fund, which 
pays for awards to outstand¬ 
ing pupils. 

Mr Murdoch’s 80-year-old 
nephew, Scott Murdoch, was 
given a mounted dinner plate 
taken from the set of the film. 
He said afterwards: “1 am 
very pleased they have admit¬ 
ted a slight error that in the 
film Murdoch was portrayed 
as a coward. It was important 
to dear the name of my unde.” 

Mr Neeson said the studio 
and Janies Cameron, the 
film’s director, were sorry to 
have distressed the family. 
“Dalbeattie has every right to 
be proud of him. It was never 
intended to portray him as a 
coward. He saved a number 
of lives that night and has 
always been a hero." But he 
emphasised that no attempt 
would be made to alter the 
film or add an apology to the 
credits for its video release. 

In the film, Murdoch is 
shown taking bribes from 
nch passengers and shooting 
the poor ones fighting to get 
into lifeboats. As the ship goes 
down he salutes, puts a gun to 
his head and pulls the trigger. 

In real life he is creditted 


with giving a passenger his 
lifejacket and helping people 
to safely before being swept 
overboard. A granite plaque 
at the town hall commemo¬ 
rates his bravery. 

But Linda Kirkwood, head 
teacher at Dalbeattie High, 
spoke of the "grief" the film 
had caused in the town. "As 
far as the rest of the world is 
concerned, as people watch 
the video and the film, they 
will continue to believe Wil¬ 
liam Murdoch was a coward 
who took bribes and shot 
himself. That is upsetting. 
This may be their |Fox’s| way 
of trying to keep us a little bit 
quiet” 

Andrew Harrow. 13. a pupil 
at the high school, who wants 
to be a journalist asked Mr 
Neeson: “If you have admit¬ 
ted William Murdoch was a 
hero, why portray him as 
otherwise in the film?" 

Mr Neeson said: “He did as 
much as he could and more 
than any other officer, appar¬ 
ently, to save lives and I think 
that was portrayed in the film. 
Unfortunately it was the other 
aspects that caused the 
offence." 





William Murdoch, the 
hero shown as a coward 
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Eagles’ late egg 
surprises minders 


ENGLAND’S only pair of 
wild golden eagles have 
surprised their minders 
with a late attempt to nest 
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completed by r hen and 
watchers were satisfied that 
none was being incubated. 

But since last weekend 
meir activities around their 
22 * su §8«ted strongjy 

Jey were taking turns to sit 
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tion of Birds, said yes- 


b 'A Correspondent 


tion of 
terday. 

n 2 i J sn ' t absolutely con¬ 
firmed yet, but their behav- 

ourisexacUyasiftheyare 

incubating, with the male 
Hying in to the eyrie to take 
over while the female has a 


allvrir ^.^bmed.-Usu- 

SS*5E l 7 lw * ethW 

March, son looks 

dui* 3 have ,aid a late 
MrS; 2 0WCVer - it is Stiff 
Soli uH some Scottish 
which have been 
known to not lay until April 

for He rh^ de 3 i hat ,he 

kn™ h u delay was not 

known, but there was cnec- 

i£K» that it might^be 
i h "k° d t0 . !_ he unusual wea- 
with early sprint 
temg ooldar than* ,hM at ? 

bS5i. 0 C€nerai, y their 

wXV 6 **".begins in 
that rh#A _St i lt>S ,n, eresting 

weather- 

The pair hw ^ 

F.her since 1082, but have 
over th~' on| y oS 
^°ns- That 
when they reared one chide 






























































































I 


i_oj)l tJk® I j 




THE TIMES THURSDAY APRIL 161998 

. The bigger 
they were, 
the harder 
they fell 

Nigel Hawkes on X-rays that show 
dinosaurs’ big fear was tripping up 
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THE fearsome dinosaurs 
which ruled the world 100 
million years ago had nothing 
much to fear but falling over. 
X-ray photographs of fossil 
skeletons have revealed just 
the kind of fractures that 
would have been caused by 
tripping and crashing to the 
ground while running flat-out. 

Bruce Rothschild, an Ameri¬ 
can dinosaur enthusiast, who 
works at an arthritis centre in 
Youngstown. Ohio, X-rayed 
fossils of four-legged 
theropods, the family of dino¬ 
saurs which included Tyran¬ 
nosaurus rex, and found the 
fractures in ribs from a small¬ 
er dinosaur, the three-ton 
Altosaums. 

The results, being presented 
this week at an exhibition in 
Philadelphia, show that the 
large flesh-eating dinosaurs 
were not the sluggish crea¬ 
tures suggested by some 
palaeontologists, he told New 
Scientist. Another expert, 
James Farlow, of Indiana- 
Purdue University in Fort 
Wayne, has estimated that 
T rex could not have run faster 
than about 22mph, because a 
fall at any greater speed would 


have been lethal. However, Dr 
Farlow believes that the new 
results are consistent with his 
theory. AUosaurus was only 
about half as Wg as T rex, he 
says, weighing in at about 
three tons, and ran with its 
head closer to the ground. It 
would probably have survived 
a fafl at a speed that would 
have killed T rex. 

Theropod means “beast- 
footed". after their sharply 
clawed, three-toed feet Small¬ 
er theropods would have been 
able to race along without 
much fear of falls.'Dr Farlow 
says: “I suspect that some of 
those guys would have run 
like bats out of Hell." 

The lifestyle and habits of 
T rex remain the subject of 
vigorous argument, partly 
because so few specimens 
have been found, and only 
three exist that are more than 
half-complete. 

This has not prevented dino¬ 
saur detectives from speculat¬ 
ing. Peter Larson, a fossil 
collector from die Black Hills 
Institute in Hill City, South 
Dakota, led the expedition 
which found the most cele¬ 
brated of all T rex specimens. 
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Sense of 
direction 
. maybe 
innate 


.... . 


Not as tough as they looked: a 19th-century artist’s idea of a Tyrannosaurus killing a Trice rat ops. The giants may have been running scared 


called Sue, which is 90 per 
cent complete, and he believes 
that the female T rex was 
larger then the male. 

*The pelvis in the robust 
form is wider inside, which 
might be an indication that 
this form is female." he told 
New Scientist 

If so, there are implications 
for the way T rex lived. 
Throughout nature and con¬ 


trary to many people’s expec¬ 
tations, there are many species 
in which the female is larger 
than die male. Mr Larson 
says, because of the advan¬ 
tages for laying eggs or carry¬ 
ing young. “The only time you 
see males larger is when they 
have a harem and have to 
compete for females." 

In today’s buds of prey, 
which may be the therapods’ 


descendants, the females are 
bigger and mate for life. By 
analogy, says Mr Larson, so 
may have T rex. He is support¬ 
ed by Tom Hofe, of the 
University of Maryland, who 
points out that Sue was found 
in what appears to have been a 
family group, with a male and 
rwo young. 

This is not the only example 
of several T rex specimens 


being found close together, he 
says. If Sue turns out to be 
female, it will be a happy 
coincidence. The fossil was 
given the name after its finder. 
Sue Hendrickson, before there 
was any indication of what the 
sex might have been. 

It turned out to be an 
appropriate name in more 
than one way: ever since the 
discovery in 1990. people have 


Ferrets emerge from trouser legs to become designer pets 


By Michael Hornsby 

AGRICULTURE CORRESPONDENT 

FERRETS, once prized as royal rabbit 
catchers and then as providers of sport 
for working men. are enjoying a vogue 
as household pete 
Forget smutty music hall jokes 
about trouser legs. Modern “designer'’ 
ferrets, bred to order in a variety of 
colours, arc wdl on their way to 
displacing budgerigars and hamsters 
in die nation's affections. 

On die other ride of the Allantic, 
there has been an explosion in the 
domestic ferret population, with more 
than five million of (be weasel-related 


creatures bring kept In homes 
throughout the United Stales. The 
fashion is catching on rapidly here. 
James Wdlbdkwed. Britain's only 
manufacturer of ferret food, reckons, 
that the number of owners has 
doubled over the past three years. 

“A survey in 1995 put the number at 
about 250.000," Robin Jackson, the 
company’s marketing director, said. 
“Based on our sales, we believe that 
figure has increased now to around 
500.000, pointing to a total ferret 
population of 15 million, which would 
put them on a par with or even ahead 
.of budgies or hamsters in popularity." 

■Enthusiasts say die animals make 


excellent pets. Marine Quill shares 
her two-bedroom house outside 
Nottingham with 26 ferrets, rune cats 
and four dogs. “Ferrets are playful 
and cfeaner than cats or dogs," she 
said. “We keep them in large bird¬ 
cages. but allow them to run loose in 
the bouse. They can be trained to use a 
litter tray. You do not need to exercise 
than, but they they can be taken for 
walks on a leash." 

Mustela pulorius furo (Latin for 
“thieving stinking weasel*} belongs to 
the same .family group as die skunk 
and polecat and can emit- pungent 
odours during the summer mating 
season or when frightened. Neutering 


the male, or “bob", reduces the smell. 

Long gone are die days when ferrets 
came in only two colours — the dark- 
furred “polecat” variety and the pink¬ 
eyed albino. James McKay, a zoologist 
who runs the National Ferret School 
near Chesterfield, has pioneered 
breeding techniques which now offer 
ferrets in a whole range of hues, 
including cinnamon, mahogany, cop¬ 
per, silvery blue and seal point, mirror¬ 
ing the markings of a Siamese caL 

While a common-or-garden ferret of 
traditional hue ca n be picke d np for 
50p or. less, the “designer" animals 
have been known to exchange hands 
foras much as £100 each. 





been suing each other for 
possession of the world’s finest 
T rex. 

It was sold last year for 
million (about £5-2 mil¬ 
lion) to the Field Museum of 
Natural History in Chicago, 
after the courts ruled that it 
belonged to Maurice Wil¬ 
liams. a Sioux Indian on 
whose ranch it had been 
found 


Ferrets are challenging hamsters for nation's affections 


By Nigel Hawkes 
SCIENCE EDITOR 

HUMAN beings may have an 
innate sense of direction, an 
animal behaviourist believes. 

Victoria Braithwaite, of Ed¬ 
inburgh University, has con¬ 
ducted experiments in which 
blindfolded student volunteers 
are taken to places unknown 
.to them. At the end of these 
mystery tours, they are asked 
to guess which direction is 
north and in which direction 
the university Hes. 

“I was really impressed by 
how accurate my results 
were." she said in a talk at the 
Edinburgh Science Festival 
last night “Eighty per cent of 
the students got the directions 
spot on." 

Dr Brahhwaite believes the 
ability derives from a built-in 
magnetic sense, shared with 
animals. “The theory is that 
we may have a device inside 
us which would have been 
very important when we were 
hunter-gatherers. We may still 
have this evolutionary throw¬ 
back lying dormant inside us." 

Dr Braithwaite picks an 
overcast day, blindfolds her 
volunteers and drives them to 
a strange place. The students 
have no idea where they are 
going, or what the experiment 
is about 

When they get out they are 
asked in turn to point to north 
and to the university. Those 
allowed to remove their blind¬ 
folds first had a higher success 
rate. “So it could be said that 
humans can call on both their 
internal magnet and the light 
hitting their eyes to find then- 
way home," she said. “Today 
our reliance on signposts, 
maps and landmarks to guide 
us may have made this mag¬ 
netic power obsolete." 

□ Ants returning home from 
a newly discovered feeding 
site often turn round to fix 
“snapshots" of the view in 
their mind. Later they use 
these snapshots to navigate 
back to the food. 

Simon Todd and Tom Col¬ 
lett, of the University of Sus¬ 
sex. studied wood ants, provi¬ 
ding them with an artificial 
environment in a plastic tank, 
it was reported in Nature. The 
ants’ movements were record¬ 
ed, showing that, on returning 
from a food source, they 
followed a tortuous path so as 
to fix it in their brains from 
various directions. 
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Ministers 
face rule 
by ethics 

watchdog 

By Valerie Elliott, Whitehall editor 





TONY WHITE 




LORD Neill of Bladen, the 
public standards watchdog, is 
to investigate whether the 
country requires a new 
“sleazebuster" to police the 
conduct of ministers. 

The new study was dis¬ 
closed yesterday as his Com¬ 
mittee on Standards in Public 
Life opened its formal inquiry 
into the future of party polit¬ 
ical funding, at the Methodist 
Central Hall. Westminster. 

The need for such an inde¬ 
pendent figure to help to guide 
and advise ministers on poten¬ 
tial conflicts of interest has the 
backing of Sir Richard Wil¬ 
son. the Cabinet Secretary. 



Riddell: he said more 
openness was needed 


The growing view in govern¬ 
ment circles is that ministers 
should no longer turn to their 
most senior departmental offi¬ 
cial for advice. Lord Neill told 
The Times that he had visited 
the office of the Ethics Com¬ 
missioner in Canada and that 
he was interested in his work. 
“This is an area we have to 
study. An ethics commissioner 
is a very big job. but we shall 
return to it m a report after the 
summer." 

Arguments for such an ap¬ 
pointment were also raised 
during yesterday's opening 
hearing. Peter Riddell, assis¬ 
tant editor and political com¬ 
mentator of The Times, said 
that, if such a figure had 
existed. Lord Neill would not 
have been "landed" with re¬ 
solving the controversy over 
the £1 million gift given to the 
Labour Party by Bemie 
Ecclestone, the Formula One 
chief. It was Lord Neill who 
advised the Labour Party to 
return the donation. 

ft is still unclear whether 
Mr Ecclestone will change his 
mind and face public ques¬ 
tioning on the issue. But Sir 
S tan Icy (Calms, chairman of 
the Dixons group and a prom¬ 
inent Tory donor, will face 
public questioning today. 



The Committee on Standards in Public Life, under its chairman. Lord Neill of Bladen, right opens its inquiry into party political funding 


Party fundraising and the 
position of the large donors 
dominated discussion yester¬ 
day. Other areas covered 
were: 

□ the pros and cons of 
funding through the taxpayer: 

□ a tax credit to encourage 
more people to participate in 
democracy; 

□ the regulation of pressure 
groups during elections: 

□ the need to maintain free 
party political broadcasts on 
television and radio. 

There was also a consensus 
that the increase in the num¬ 
ber of referendums and spend¬ 
ing on their campaigns 
required regulations. 

Mr Riddell, the first witness 
to the inquiry, which is to take 


evidence over the next eight 
weeks, urged the committee to 
look at the way parties raised 
their money and not how they 
spent it. “The Ecclestone affair 
has underlined the need for 
openness and transparency. 
Of course, people have a right 
to make donations in private, 
but there is a distinction 
between donors who give £100 
and £10.000 or £1 million." 

He also called for the cre¬ 
ation of a new independent 
electoral commission to be 
able to carry out spotchecks on 
party accounts to investigate 
all donations. Such a body, he 
believed, could be set up as an 
independent office account¬ 
able to Parliament and not to a 
particular party. 


But he was opposed to 
unconditional state funding 
for parties, which, he said 
would make them “dependent 
parts of the public sector”. He 
called, however, for more 
funding for opposition parties 
to carry out their work in 
Parliament The Government 
had increased the number of 
political advisers, he said, and 
had a significant advantage 
over opposition parties He 
was struck by how inade¬ 
quately opposition spokesmen 
were supported. 

Professor Vernon Bog- 
danor. Professor of Govern¬ 
ment at Oxford University, 
however, believed there 
should be state funding for 
parties linked to an index of 


party activity, such as number 
of members. Only public fund¬ 
ing could “achieve greater 
probity in our public life". 

He told the committee: “1 
think it's important that the 
rights of those people who do 
not have large sums of money 
are given equal consideration 
as the rights of those who do 
have large sums of money." 
He also backed greater fund¬ 
ing of opposition parties. 

Professor Anthony King, a 
member of the committee, 
said he believed opposition 
parties had a role in checking 
the executive and to find out if 
ministers had lied, but he need¬ 
ed persuading that the taxpay¬ 
er should help to fund their 
preparation for government 


THE MEMBERS 


The members of the com¬ 
mittee are Sir Clifford 
Boulton, former Clerk of the 
Commons; Sir Anthony 
Cleaver, chairman of AEA 
Technology, Lord Good hart, 
QC, Liberal Democrat peer; 
Frances Heaton, director of 
Lazaid Bros and the Bank of 
England; Anthony King, 
Professor of Government at 
University of Essex; John 
MacGregor, Conservative MP 
and former Cabinet minister; 
Lord Shore, former Labour 
MP and Cabinet minister; Sir 
William Utting, chairman of 
National Institute for Social 
Work; Diana Warwick, chief 
executive, Committee of Vice- 
Chancellors and Principals. 


Why new rules are needed for changing political system 


A PLAQUE should be put up in the 
dassroom-size Assembly Room at the back 
of the Methodist Central Hall because it is 
there that tbe rules of the British political 
system have been, and are being, rewritten. 

Three years ago. the first report of the 
Committee on Standards in Public Life, 
then chaired by Lord Nolan, led to far- 
reaching changes in the way that the 
Commons regulates its members and their 
outside commercial interests, and altered 
the way in which people are appointed to 
public bodies. Yesterday the committee, 
under Lord Nefll of Bladen, began holding 
public hearings on the equally contentious 
issue of the funding of political parties. 

The familiar class-based structure in 
which the Tories and Labour raised money 


from big public companies and trade 
unions respectively is already fast disap¬ 
pearing. Public companies have been 
cutting or eliminating their political dona¬ 
tions, while tiie proportion of Labour’s 
national income provided by the unions 
has fallen from 80 to between 15 and 40 per 
cent since the mid-1980s. 

Instead, both parties have increasingly 
relied on big donations from wealthy 
individuals. But are such donations, by 
definition secret being made in the hope or 
expectation of favours and privileged 
access? That question has been reinforced ' 
by worries over the blind truks. that. 
financed the operations of Labour leaders 1 
before the election. 

At the same time, the Government’s 


RIDDELL ON POLITICS 


ambitious constitutional reforms are 
raising new questions. Next year's elections 
to the European Parliament are being 
conducted by proportional representation 
on the basis of regional lists of candidates 
nominated tty the parties. A hybrid system 
of single-member seats and a top-up of 
additional members elected by PR will be 
used for the Scottish parliament. Welsh 
, assembly and the new London authority. 
Sincrtfae traditional tight limits on spend¬ 
ing in. individual constituencies cannot 
appfy,'ishould there be regional cor national 
spending limits? 

Similarly, there is growing concern about 


the absence of dear rules for referendums, 
especially since the Government has spent 
public money on advertising campaigns to 
boost turnout That will be particularly im¬ 
portant in the referendums likely in the 
next few years on the voting system for the 
Commons and on joining a single currency. 

The various issues of disclosure, limits on 
national campaign spending and dona¬ 
tions. and any extension to state funding of 
parties all interact — and all point to tbe 
need for a new electoral commission. There 
is the further twist of the.ruling by the 
European Court of Human Rights in the 
so-called Bowman case two months ago 
which struck down the current £5 limit on 
spending by pressure groups in constituen¬ 
cies. Unless a further limit is enacted soon. 


die current restrictions on party spending 
in local campaigns will be worthless. 

The NdD committee's report, likely in the 
late summer, cannot therefore be sidelined, 
as the Houghton committee's study of two 
decades ago was. The Government has to 
act on party funding in the coming winter. 
My impression from giving evidence at the 
opening session yesterday was that the 
committee is both open-minded and well 
aware of tbe scale of the job it faces. I 
compared its task to the labours of 
Hercules. The key to its work will he 
devising a new triple-headed Cerberus to- 
monitor and regulate the current revolution 
in tiie party system. 

Peter Riddell 


Beckett is 
pressed for 
answers on 
Post Office 

By James Landale 

POLITICAL REPORTER 

LABOUR MPs warned the 
Government yesterday against 
a partial sell-off of the Post 
Office as the Tories accused 
ministers of dithering over its 
plans for the organisation. 

Officials at the Department 
of Trade and Industry con¬ 
firmed that the sale of some 
shares was one of the options 
being considered for future 
financing of the Post Office. 
They said no decision had 
been taken and rejected as 
“speculation” reports that 
ministers wanted to sell up to 
49 per cent of the Post Office 
in shares to raise £2 billion. 

The reports were based on 
the Government's formal re¬ 
sponse to a Trade and Indus¬ 
try Select Committee inquiry, 
which said that ministers were 
considering “minority share 
sales" as a possible way to 
generate funds. 

Most MPs believe that the 
DTI has no appetite for a 
partial sell-off but that Mar¬ 
garet Beckett. President of the 
Board of Trade, is under 
pressure from the Treasury to 
leave the option open. 

The government review of 
the Ftost Office is likely to be 
published in the autumn. 
Martin O'Neill, chairman of 
the Trade and Industry Select 
Committee, said: "The Trea¬ 
sury have lost the first battle, 
which was full-scale privatisa¬ 
tion. The second stage is 
whether they can sell off any 
shares. My own inclination is 
that is likely to be a long way 
down the road." 1 
Bob Laxton, Labour MP for 
Derby North and a member of 
the committee, said: "1 would 
be quite hostile to seeing its 
profits diverted to the divi¬ 
dends of shareholders. But the 
Post Office must be given the 
freedom to operate within the 
private sector and to reinvest 
Its profits in new technology." 

John Redwood. Shadow 
President of the Board of 
Trade, accused Mrs Beckett of 
dithering: “She should tell us 
today how she is going to give 
the Post Office more commer¬ 
cial freedom, if she is planning 
to sell shares, and how she will 
protect- the rural post offices. 
The uncertainty she has creat¬ 
ed" is damaging. The Post 
Office needs to know where it 
stands, so it can deal with the 
new competition emerging." 
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British shoppers 
will see price 
tags in euros 


many British shops, restau¬ 
rants and travel companies 
will start displaying prices in 
euro terms as well as in 
pounds soon after the single 
currency is launched next 
January, European Union 
officials predicted yesterday. 

Firms will be tinder com¬ 
mercial pressure to show 
prices in the European single 
currency once consumers 
from the 11-stale “euroland” 
grow familiar wfrh the units 
and the ease with which it will 
enable them to compare prices 
across the ELK according to 
officials at the Brussels 
Commission. 

Rules for price displays and 
banking transactions in the 
euro zone were set out yester¬ 
day by the Commission in 
preparation for/the great men¬ 
tal shift that win be required of 
most EU citizens when their 
familiar francs, marks, lire 
and other currencies start 
fading from we scene in less 
than nine months' time. 

Although the new coins and 
notes will nbt appear until 
2002, bank^ business and 
public administrations in 
most states kre due to move 
quickly to adopt euros in their 
accounting. The Commission 
and the eurcnenthusiastic 
countries, such as Belgium 
and the Mediterranean states. 


Charles Bremner 

says Brussels is 
worried about 
EMU inflation 

hope citizens will eagerly 
switch to euro-denominated 
cheque accounts and credit 
cards, paying their taxes and 
electricity bills in the new 
currency. 

The EU recognises that the 
blendin g of cherished national 
money into a new unit will be 
far more daunting than cur¬ 
rency relaunches such as Brit¬ 
ain's switch to the decimal 
pound in 1971 and France’s 
launch of the new franc in 
1958. 

The clumsy conversion to 
euro means shoppers will be 
equipped with special calcula¬ 
tors, probably provided by 
commercial sponsors. The odd 
fractions will spawn many 
local revolutions such as the 
appearance of a smaller bar of 
chocolate in Belgium. Instead 
of a "65 eurocenr bar replac¬ 
ing the 25 franc version in 
vending machines, a smaller 
one will be offered for 50 cents. 

The Commission wants to 
allay widespread fears that the 


birth of the euro will force up 
prices. Under the rules, to be 
approved by EU leaders on 
May 2. banks will be expected 
to convert old eurozone cur¬ 
rencies to and from euros at no 
charge. Shops will be encour¬ 
aged, but not forced, to display 
prices and accept payment in 
both old national and new 
European currencies. 

If there was any sign of 
banks and traders taking ad¬ 
vantage of customers by add¬ 
ing new fees or rounding up 
prices. Brussels would seek 
.new laws to enforce the 
switchover guidelines, the 
Commission said. 

As one of the four states 
staying out of the euro. Britain 
will be under no obligation to 
display euro prices. However 
there is a consensus in the 
business world that the mo¬ 
mentum of the euro will spur 
many Britons to board the 
bandwagon. 

While the euro project is 
now deemed unstoppable, 
some strong dissent is still 
being heard. Jean-Pierre 
■Chevenement, the French In¬ 
terior Minister and hardline 
Socialist likened the euro 
yesterday to the Titanic. “The 
sea is calm, the dining room is 
great the orchestra is playing. 
When we see the iceberg it 
may be too late." he said. 


PATRICK GAHQfM / AP 



Colette Patonnier has registered her Valence hairdressing salon 
in Cardiff. She hopes to save £10,000 a year in taxes 


Paris threat to end 
British tax haven 
for French firms 

From Adam Sage in Paris 


THE French authorities launched a 
three-pronged campaign yesterday in 
an attempt to stop French firms 
moving across the Channel. 

They threatened to prosecute busi¬ 
nesses that register in Britain, called 
for European tax harmonisation and 
condemned the British tax system as 
no better than the French. 

The moves come after the disclo¬ 
sures last week that more than 50 
small French businesses, including a 
hairdresser and a baker, are trading 
as limited British companies. They 
had hoped to avoid French taxes and 
employer contributions that are 
among the highest in Europe. 

The French authorities are bent on 
stopping the flight of businesses to 
Britain. The Trade Ministry is to take 
legal action against the offending 
firms. The minisny dismissed claims 
by the ultra-right Confederation for 
the Defence of Shopkeepers and 
Artisans that “cross-Channel busi¬ 
nesses were legal under the single 
European marker. 

The controversy has served to 
underline the widespread fear that 
European monetary union will fac¬ 
ilitate corporate migration from 
France to other European Union 
countries, including Britain if it joins 
the single currency. 

High taxes make France a hostile 
territory for businesses, according to 
many economists. Companies pay 
corporation tax ar 41.6 per cent, com¬ 
pared with 31 per cent in Britain. Their 
social security contributions are more 
than four times higher than in Britain. 
Shopkeepers say taxes swallow up 
about a third of profits. 


Colette Patonnier. a hairdresser in 
Valence, reckons she will save about 
FFr100,000 (£10.000) a year on an 
annual turnover of FFr500.000 by 
registering her business in Cardiff. 
But the publicity given to her move 
could cost her dean she is facing the 
threat of prosecution. 

Le Figaro publicised a report by the 
French Embassy in London which 
claims that Britain's tax system is less 
attractive than it appears. The report, 
criticised as unreliable by French 
residents in London, says most tax¬ 
payers are no better off in Britain than 
they are in France. Although French 
tax rates seem higher, there are many 
reductions to lower the tax burden, the 
embassy claims. 

While direct comparisons are diffi¬ 
cult. French income tax is relatively 
low, by Continental standards.For a 
man with two children and a non¬ 
working wife, earning about £45,000. 
the total deductions would come to 
over 40 per cent, leaving him a little 
under £25,000. A Briton with an 
equivalent family on £45,000 would 
have a net income of £32,703. 

However, the Frenchman would be 
entitled to a superior state health 
service, retirement pension and other 
benefits.The Briton would probably be 
paying private schemes for these. 

Marline Aubry, the Employment 
Minister, warned small businesses 
tempted to register in Britain against 
“false sirens". She said: “If you set up 
in Britain, you will still pay your taxes 
and social security contributions in 
France. You cannot have a cheaper 
British or Portuguese contract if you 
want to work in France." 


Police hunt serial 
‘weekend killer’ 
on Italian Riviera 

From Richard Owen in Genoa 

POLICE on the Italian Rivi¬ 
era are hunting a serial killer 
after the deaths of six prosti¬ 
tutes inf seaside resorts along 
the Ligurian coast, five of 
them this year. 

The latest killing, on Easter 
Monday, was disclosed yes¬ 
terday | by police, who ap¬ 
pealed! far witnesses and 
gangland informers to help to 
solve the murders. Most of the 
victims have been illegal im¬ 
migrants from Eastern Eur¬ 
ope. qbd all were shot in the 
bads pf the head after being 
made to kneel 

Ttu* killings have exposed 
the sordid side of life on the 
Riviera, once the haunt of 

Edwardian arts- _ 

tocrats and art¬ 
ists. The genteel 
holiday resorts 
that tine the Med¬ 
iterranean coast 
from the French 
border • to San 
Remo and Genoa 
offer palm- 
fringed public 
gardens, immsc- 
ulate beaches, 
faded turn-of-the-century ho¬ 
tels in spariding bays and old- 
fashioned cafis and shops. 

There is a different world, 
however, behind the resorts, a 
rubbish-strewn hinterland 
known as the entroterra. It 
has been taken over by prosti¬ 
tutes from poor areas of 
Africa and Eastern Europe 
who either enter Italy illegally 
or are kidnapped and sold to 
Italian pimps. 

East Euorpean gangs run a 
multi million-pound business. 

At first police suspected the 
murders were the by-product 
of a gangland feud involving 
Albanian criminals and the 
Italian and Russian mafias. 

But Rodolfo Venezia, chief of 
police at Savona, said he had 
tittle doubt he was looking for 
a serial killer. 

In all cases the victims get 
into the killer's car and are 
driven to an isolated spot. The 


C All were 
shot in the 
back of the 
head after 
being made 
to kneel 9 


murderer, instead of asking 
them for sex, takes away their 
documents and mobile 
phones, and makes them 
kneel before killing them with 
a 38-calibre pistol. 

Police said the killer had 
used special lead bullets that 
explode in the brain. In the 
latest killing, Kristina Valla. 
21, a blue-eyed blonde from 
Macedonia, was made to 
kneel under an olive tree on 
the outskirts of Pietra Ligure 
and shot at close range. Police 
said the olive tree may have 
had some perverted religious 
significance, given the Easter 
holiday. They said the killings 
always took place between 
lam and 4am. 
and always at the 
weekend or on 
public holidays. 
“We have dubbjjed 
him the weekend 
ktiler.'* a police 
spokesman at 
Genoa said. 

Other prosti¬ 
tutes said Kris- 
tina had been 
picking up cus¬ 
tomers on the roads between 
Aibenga and Ceriale for three 
years and was known to work 
for an Albanian mafioso who 
controlled many women. She 
always wore a pink T-shirt, 
high-heeled boots and a black 
leather mini-skirt. “Kristina 
was very, very pretty." said a 
woman at Aibenga. “She 
stopped traffic.” 

Kristina’s body was found 
by a local farmer who saw a 
bundle at the roadside. 

Police said the women 
earned up to £10,000 a month 
each, with most of the cash 
going io gangs that controlled 
them. Andrea Santonastaso, 
commissioner of police af 
pietra Ligure. said the serial 
killer might be linked to East 
European criminals gangs, 
bur could equally be a former 
prostitute’s client who had 
contracted Aids and was seek¬ 
ing obsessive revenge. 
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Graham: win “like 
a fairy tale* 4 

Publisher 
Graham 
wins a 
Pulitzer 

From Tom Rhodes 
IN WASHINGTON 

THE Pulitzer Prize for 
Biography has been won 
fay Katharine Graham, 
the pioneering publisher 
of The Washington Post- 
On hearing of the prize 
— for her first book — a 
surprised Mrs Graham. 
SO. said it was “sort of like 
a fairy tale. Let’s be frank 
at my age to have this 
happen to you — you 
have to pinch yourself to 
make sure it's really hap¬ 
pening. This was not 
even on my wish list”. 

It was a typical com¬ 
ment from a woman 
known at the newspaper 
as both insecure and at 
the same time authorita¬ 
tive. Personal Histoiy. 
chronicling her life from 
awkward but privileged 
child in New York to in¬ 
secure widow, Watergate 
publisher and beyond, 
became an immediate 
bestseller last yean more 
than 230,000 hardback 
copies alone were sold. 

As much histoiy as 
biography, the book doc¬ 
uments encounters with 
numerous Presidents, in¬ 
cluding dancing the twist 
with President Kennedy. 
She admitted openly that 
die most difficult section 
to write had been that 
detailing the mental ill¬ 
ness and suicide in 1963 
of her husband, Philip. 

Other winners includ¬ 
ed Philip Roth, who took 
the fiction prize for Amer¬ 
ican Pastoral, his twen¬ 
ty-second book. 


Paraguay 
murderer 
executed in 
U S despite 

protests 

By Bronwen Maddox in Washington 


THE state of Virginia has 
executed a Paraguayan man 
despite furious international 
protests and appeals from his 
Government, die Internation¬ 
al Court of Justice in The 
Hague and Madeleine Al¬ 
bright, the Secretary of State. 

Angel Francisco Breard, 32. 
was put to death by lethal 
injection just before llprn on 
Tuesday, two hours after the 
Supreme Court declined to in¬ 
tervene by six votes to three. 

Breard was convicted in 
1993 of stabbing and killing 
Ruth Dickie. 39, during a sex¬ 
ual assault 

The determination of James 
Gilmore III. Governor of Vir¬ 
ginia. to press ahead with the 
execution aroused internation¬ 
al anger because Breard was 
denied his rights under the 
Vienna Convention. The con¬ 
vention. signed by more than 
130 nations including the US, 
says that, whenever a citizen of 
a signatory country is arrested 
by another signatory, the 
police must immediately in¬ 
form the consulate. 

However, Breard was not 
told that he had a right to meet 
a representative of Paraguay’s 
consul ar the time of his arrest 
and it was three years before 
his Government learnt from 
his family of his imprison¬ 
ment. Paraguay, which saw 
repeated appeals rejected by 
US federal and state courts, 
argued that Breard did not 
understand the implications of 
rqecting a plea bargain that* 
would nave saved his life. 

The International Court of 
Justice issued a unanimous 
decision by 15 judges calling 
on the US to hah the execution 
while it considered die case. 

Ms Albright incurred the 
anger of conservatives in Con¬ 
gress by calling for a delay. 


She fears that the execution 
will jeopardise the safety of 
Americans travelling abroad 
by stripping them of similar 
protection under the conven¬ 
tion. But conservatives such as 
Senator Jesse Helms have at¬ 
tacked the Administration for 
surrendering US sovereignty. 

The case throws a spotlight 
on the contradictions that can 
be thrown up by America’s 
legal system, which gives state 
governors and courts enor¬ 
mous independence from 
Washington and federal 
courts. Although the Govern¬ 
ment complies with the Vien¬ 
na Convention, most arrests 
are by state, county and city 
police, who do not 

The case has also drawn 
more attention to the appeals 
by the Honduran Govern¬ 
ment for clemency for a Hon¬ 
duran sentenced to die in 
Arizona next Wednesday for 
murdering his wife. Roberto 
VUlafuerte would be the first 
citizen of his country to be put 
to death in the US. Honduras 
says Villafuerte was also not 
given his rights under the 
Vienna Convention. 

□ London: The human rights 
group Fair Trials Abroad ac¬ 
cused the United States yester¬ 
day of flouting an internation¬ 
al treaty by allowing Breard to 
be executed. 

The London-based organi¬ 
zation said that die execution 
threatened international ob¬ 
servance of the Vienna Con¬ 
vention and raised the pos¬ 
sibility of retaliatory action 
against Americans and other 
foreigners arrested abroad. 
"Where was the hurry?" Ste¬ 
phen Jakob!, tiie Fair Trials 
director, said in a statement 
“The execution of the judg¬ 
ment had already been de¬ 
layed six years." (AP) 



President Clinton meets Amy Ross, a spacesuit technician, at Nasa’s Johnson Space Centre in Houston. Mr Clinton also met John Glenn, 76, 
the senator and former astronaut who is returning to space this year, and said America’s commitment to space exploration was unquenchable 


Demi Moore’s jet-set nanny in legal brawl 



Moore: says she was defrauded 


A NANNY who claims she was 
"abused and oqjloited” by Demi 
Moore has survived an attempt to 
have her lawsuit against the star 
thrown out She now feces a costly 
legal brawl likely to hinge on questions 
about weight loss, acne and a pair of 
diamond earrings. 

Kim Taimahfll. 32, of Idaho, has 
been at loggerheads with Ms Moore 
and her husband, Bruce Willis, since 
they dismissed her last year claiming 
she had defrauded them and broken a 
promise not to talk about their private 
lives. Her own privacy is also in 
shreds: acquaintances have described 
her as a dumpy ex-waitress trans¬ 
formed by her famous boss into a 
svelte but ungrateful jet-setter with her 
own dreams of stardom. 

Sued by the Hollywood power 
couple for $300,000 {E180,000} in 
damages, Ms Tarmahfll hit bade in 
January with a counter-suit depicting 
Ms Moore as an inattentive mother in 
a fragile marriage, who abused pre¬ 
scription drugs and once gave her 
nanny a two-hour "verbal beating^. 

Ms Tannahill suffered a minor 


Acne and diamonds 
dominate court battle, 
Giles Whittell writes 

setback an Monday when a federal 
judge refused to hear her complaint 
about alleged unpaid overtime. But her 
main lawsuit, filed in a state court, was 
not dismissed despite claims by Ms 
Moore’S legal team that the nanny's 
lawyer should be disqualified because 
of an unspecified conflict of interest. 

Behind tiie legal niceties an ugly row 
has been simmering for months in 
Hailey, Idaho, the mountain town 
where Willis and his family seek refuge 
from tiie Hollywood limelight He ami 
Ms Moore spend much of tiie year 
with their daughters, Rumer, rune. 
Scout six, and Tallulah, four, in a $2 
million log cabin-style home on toe 
edge of the town. 

Ms Tannahill has claimed that her 
three-and-a-haif years with one of the 
richest families in show business was a 


torment of long hours and endless 
travel at short notice. Her lawsuit 
alleges Ms Moore used “intimidation, 
threats and force" against, her, de¬ 
prived her of a social life and once 
warned, “it’s scary what 1 cduld do to 
you". I 

Should tiie case come to ebun. Ms 
Tannahill may find her own character 
under attack. Madison Myersl another 
nanny who worked for the fVfllises. 
said in an interview last month that 
Ms Tannahill came to thi stars' 
household a shy, overweight and 
aimless young woman who blossomed 
in Ms Moore's employ, receiving 
expensive skin care and liposuction 
and joining the actress in hri 1 daily 
exercise workouts. I 

“She had a boyfriend every pace we 
went — New York, LA, England, 
Florida," Ms Myers told People maga¬ 
zine. “Kim thought she waS just 
another part of the family and a movie 
star herself." 

Another Hailey resident ft)Id the 
magazine: “I think the girl shou d have 
a lot of duct tape put on her. nouth. 
Demiwasvery, very, very kind to her." 
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Pope hires Russian mosaics master to build secret Jubilee chapel 

liDABJ Iai»> -A- 


From John Phillips 
IN ROME 

THE Pope secretly commissioned 
a dazzling new chape! in the 
Apostolic Palace to mark the 
advent of the third millennium of 
Christianity, it was disclosed 
yesterday. 

For two years a Russian mosa- 
irisL Aleksandr Koniukhov, has 
been decorating ihe chapel, on the 
second floor of die medieval palace 
between the pontiff's private apart¬ 
ments and the Sistme Chapel 


Oggi magazine reported. It 
dubbed the church the "Paoline 
Chapel" in honour of the Pope, 
although there is already a chapel 
of that name in the Vatican. 

Mr Koniukhov. 50. calls his 
creation the Redemptoris Mater 
chapel inspired by the encyclical 
letter of that title issued by the 
Pope in 1987. Vatican insiders have 
been calling it the Jubilee Chapel 
after the Holy Year that the Pope 
has called for 2000. Oggi said, and 
there are plans to inaugurate the 
chapel when the Jubilee begins at 


the end of next year with the 
pontiff banging a silver hammer 
on the door of St Peter’s. 

The room, which is 49ft long, 
36ft wide and 29ft high, will be 
decorated with millions of 
multicoloured marble, gold and 
silver mosaic tablets. The Pope 
chose the images of the Madonna, 
the Crucifixion, the Last Judgment 
and the celestial New Jerusalem 
decorating the chapel after consult¬ 
ation with Mr Komukhov, Oggi 
said. 

The magazine compared the 


project to Pope Julius IPs commis¬ 
sioning of Michelangelo to deco¬ 
rate the Sistine ChapeL The choice 
of a Russian Orthodox artist was 
in keeping with the Pope’s efforts 
to reconcile the Russian Orthodox 
Church with Rome; a major ecu¬ 
menical theme of his pontificate 
and of the encydicaL 
"Who would not want to work 
for the Vatican, or even better the 
Holy Father,” Oggi quoted Mr 
Komukhov as saying. "Who 
would not want such a chance, at 
least once in his life? Who, in my 


place; would not be happy? it is a 
grave and important task, a great 
responsibility." 

Olga Sedakova. the Russian 
poetess and a friend of the Pope 
and the mosaidsl also played a 
part in the choice of the artist, he 
said. "She gave my name to John 
Paul II and brought my first 
drawings to Rome to be judged by 
the Holy Father. The idea of 
commissioning a chapel for the 
Jubilee was in the air for some 
time, but the decision to commis¬ 
sion the work was taken in 1995. 


The following year 1 was already 
at work," he was quoted as saying. 
Mr Komukhov was later stricken 
with acute glaucoma affecting his 
eyesight, a complaint evidently 
worsened by the painstaking na¬ 
ture of the task in the Vatican. 

The Russian artist said each 
image in the new chapel had its 
own symbolism. "The New Jerusa¬ 
lem. for example, is represented as 
a celestial city where ihe saints of 
the Eastern and Western churches 
are depicted." he said. "At the 
centre, high up. there is the Trinity. 


Further down there is the Madon¬ 
na with child at whose feet is 
depicted the rock of Moses: it is 
from here that springs the water, 
the symbol of the true faith." 

□ Papal loss: The Pope was 
temporarily separated from his 
pontifical ring yesterday as he took 
the hands of a slightly over- 
enthusiastic congregation in St 
Peter’s Square. As the ring fell to 
the ground, one of the Swiss 
Guards who defend the pontiff 
leapt into action to restore it to its 
owner. (AFP) 


Cairo dissident 
urges Blair to 
put rights case 

By Michael Binyon, diplomatic editor 


KEVIN LAMAROUE / REUTERS 


A LEADING Egyptian dissi¬ 
dent in Britain has urged Tony 
Blair to tell President 
Mubarak he should learn the 
lessons of Nothem Ireland. 

Yassir Serri. an Islamist 
militant sentenced to death in 
Egypt and now seeking asy¬ 
lum in Britain, said yesterday 
that he had written to Brit¬ 
ain's Prime Minister to de- 
mand that he raise the 
question of human rights dur¬ 
ing his official visit to Egypt 
this weekend. 

Mr Serri said Mr Blair 
should tell the Egyptian leader 
to open a dialogue with his 
opponents, as Britain had 
done in Northern Ireland. "Let 
Mubarak learn the lessons. 
He has been 17 years in power. 
It is a very bad time for 
Egypt." 

Egypt is certain to raise the 
issue of Islamist exiles, whom 
it has blamed for inspiring the 
massacre by militants of West¬ 
ern tourists in Luxor in Nov¬ 
ember. It has angrily accused 
Britain of sheltering terrorists 
while calling for an end to 
terrorism in the Middle East, 
and has several times sum¬ 


moned the British Ambassa¬ 
dor to demand their 
extradition. 

Mr Serri said yesterday that 
he was not worried that he 
would be sent back to Egypt. 
“Not at all. This is a country 
where the rule of law prevails. 
Every day the Egyptian 
papers are calling for me to be 
sent back. Britain will not 
respond favourably because 
nothing tangible about my 
case has been presented to the 
British courts." 

He accused the Mubarak 
Government of violating hu¬ 
man rights, muzzling the 
press and holding the country 
"in one big prison". He repeat¬ 
ed his call, made after the Lux¬ 
or massacre, for an end to ter¬ 
rorism against the authorities 
and foreign tourists, and 
urged Egypt's Government to 
negotiate with the under¬ 
ground Islamic movement. 

Egypt has refused to do so. 
has denounced Gamaa al- 
Islamiya, the main radical 
group, as a threat to Egypt 
and Islam, and blamed the 
organisation for the massacre 
that killed 58 tourists and 


devastated the Egyptian tour¬ 
ist industry. 

The Labour Government 
has insisted it is keeping a 
watch on ail Muslim radical 
activists in Britain, and has 
assured Cairo die intelligence 
services will cooperate folly 
with the Egyptian authorities 
in fighting terrorism in 
Europe and the Middle East. 
Two weeks ago the Govern¬ 
ment denial a visa to several 
Egyptian radicals who wanted 
to take pan in a conference of 
Muslim activists. 

Labour is also to revive 
legislation proposed by the 
last Tory Government that 
would, for the first time, make 
conspiracy to commit terror¬ 
ism abroad an offence. It 
would criminalise active sup¬ 
port for overseas ter ro ris m , 
including collecting funds. 
But, unlike the last Govern¬ 
ment, Labour will not pro¬ 
scribe the incitement to' 
terrorism, arguing that this 
would be a breach of Britain’s 
tradition of free speech. 

Egypt voiced again its anger 
over the presence of con¬ 
demned Egyptians in Britain 



Yassir Serri in London in December after the Luxor massacre, when he called for an end to such terrorism 


when Robin Cook was in 
Cairo last month. The Foreign 
Secretary told President 
Mubarak and Amr Moussa. 
his Foreign Minister, that 
Britain could not take any 
action against asylum-seekers 
that was not sanctioned by the 
courts. 

Amnesty International re¬ 
leases a report today that 
accuses many governments In 
the Middle East and North 
Africa of denying thousands of 


political prisoners a fair trial 
and torturing them. 

“One of the most basic 
fonts of airy sound justice 
system is the right to be 
presumed innocent until prov¬ 
en guilty," it said. “Tragically, 
the opposite is all too often the 
case." 

The London-based body 
singled out Saudi Arabia and 
Libya for holding hundreds of 
political prisoners without 
trial, accused judges in Tuni¬ 


sia of lacking impartiality, and 
said security forces in Algeria 
had arrested and tortured 
thousands kept in secret 
detention. 

Mr Blair will visit Saudi 
Arabia after Egypt, where he 
is expected to'raise the issue of 
the two British nurses held for 
the murder of an Australian 
nurse in Dhahran in 1996. 
Saudi sources suggested that 
Saudi Arabia, which made 
clear it wanted to continue 


with Labour, the relations it 
had with the Conservatives, 
might assure Mr Blair a deal 
for their release could be 
arranged after a suitable 
interval. 

The Prime Minister then 
visits Jordan before ending his 
three-day trip in Israel, where 
he will take part in the 
country's 50th anniversary 
celebrations. 

Leading article, page 21 


AAPAWAD/AFP 



Mr Katamesh is reunited with his wife and daughter at his village yesterday 

Militant freed after six years 


By Ross Ditvn 

VEL yesterday released 
led Katamesh. a Palcstin- 
who was the longest ever 
inisrrative derainee. hay- 
spent nearly six years in 



jail without trial. Mr 
Katamesh. 46, was welcomed 
home by his wife, eight-year- 
old daughter and friends at El- 
Bireh. a village in the West 
Bank. He said he felt happy to 
be back in his house but also 
anger and frustration over the 
five years and eight months he 
had spent in prison. 

Mr Katamesh had been 
arrested over his suspected 
activities as a leader for the 
militant Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine fPFLP) 
in the West Bank, an organis¬ 
ation which was known for 
hijackings in the 1970s and 
remains firmly opposed to the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 
negotiations. 

A banner prepared by the 


front was put up at his home, 
welcoming him as a "leader, 
teacher and comrade". He was 
one of five members of the 
group being freed after sign¬ 
ing pa pen promising to re-* 
nounce terrorism and 
violence. 

There are more than 200 
Arab administrative detainees 
being held in Israeli jails on 
suspicion of involvement in 
terrorist activities. Most are 
Palestinians from the West 
Bank. 

A campaign for the release 
of the detainees has been run 
by civil rights groups in Israel 
and some Israeli MPs. They 
say that II have been held 
without charge for more than 
three years. 


Diplomatic 
bags ‘used 
by Mossad 
agents’ 

Geneva: Israeli agents caught 
red-handed during a spying 
operation on a block of flats 
in Switzerland in February 
used a protected “diplomatic 
bag" to smuggle in their 
equipment Swiss authorities 
reported yesterday (Peter Ca- 
pefla writes). 

Carla Dd Ponte, the Swiss 
federal prosecutor, said the 
case seized by police who 
arrested a Mossad agent with 
bugging equipment bore offi¬ 
cial diplomatic seals. The 
agent was also carrying a 
letter from Ihe Israeli For¬ 
eign Ministry stating Chat the 
case was destined for the 
embassy in Berne. 

The agent confessed to 
Swiss investigators that he 
was given orders by the 
Israeli secret service In Tel 
Aviv, but he refused to give 
details of the motives. He 
faces trial on charges that 
indude military espionage 
for a foreign state, illegal 
wiretapping and forgery. 
Mrs Del Ponte declined to 
reveal the identities of the 
agent or his target 
Six Israelis were involved 
in the operation, reportedly 
aimed at a Lebanese 
Hezbollah sympathiser who 
used a flat In a suburb of the 
Swiss capital. 


Women ‘forced stab 
victim to eat worms’ 

From Deborah Collcutt in frankfurt 


TWO German women who 
were members of a commune 
selling magazine subscrip¬ 
tions door-to-door went on 
trial yesterday accused of tor¬ 
turing and murdering a male 
colleague for foiling to reach 
his sales target 

A south German court was 
told how Petra Falb. nick¬ 
named “Lady Kalashnikov” 
because of her passion for 
firearms, and her accomplice 
Deborah Ott, 21, acted out of 
Wood!ust and greed. They are 
charged with forcing one vic¬ 
tim to eat worms and dig his 
own grave before they stabbed 
him and are also accused of 
murdering Volkmar Graz, 47, 
a commune leader; 

The women, who were ar¬ 
rested last autumn, belonged 
to what the authorities have 
identified as a growing num¬ 
ber of communes that recruit 
vulnerable, often homeless, 
youngsters to sell glossy mag¬ 
azine subscriptions and treat 
them like slaves. 

The court in Eflwangen was 
told that Frau Ott, once a star 
saleswoman in Graz’s com¬ 
mune in Baden-Wurttem berg. 
had to flee after her sexual 
relationship with her boss 
broke down and he became 
violent towards her. She was 
taken in by Frau Falb. a sales¬ 


woman who had suffered 
humiliating punishments to 
reach a senior position in a 
neighbouring commune. 

During the trial Harald 
Stephan, the chief prosecutor, 
will make much of the rela¬ 
tionship between the two 
women, described by the pol¬ 
ice as being closer than any 
mother and daughter. Both 
sat motionless yesterday as 
the judge read out the charges 
before the prosecution out¬ 
lined the events of a hot 
summer morning last July. 

It is alleged that the women, 
angered by the poor sales 
performance of their col¬ 
league, Thorsten Mum took 
him to a secluded spot in a 
forest in central Germany. 
Much of the following horrific 
half-hour was recorded m L2 
photographs taken by Frau 
Falb from a nearby tree stump 
where she sat munching a 
chocolate bar. 

In the photographs, which 
will be shown at the trial, Frau 
Ott and occasionally Frau 
Falb. are said to be photo¬ 
graphed forcing Miimm. 26, 
to eat worms they had bought 
at a fishing tackle shop and 
prodding him with a red-hot 
poker and burning his naked 
body with a cigarette lighter. 

Next they led him with a 


noose tied round his neck to a 
muddy knoll where he was 
made to dig a shallow grave as 
the women tormented him. the 
court was told. 

Frau Ott is accused of 
carving crosses on his back 
with a knife and asking him 
"Do you believe you are going 
to die now?", before stabbing 
him in the heart and chest, 
hitting him over the head with 
a spade and slitting his throat. 

The court was told yester¬ 
day that within two months 
the women struck again, 
shooting dead Frau On’s for¬ 
mer lover, Graz, in his flat 
before slashing his throat with 
a knife. 

The trial continues. 


Careless 
artwork 
restorers 
‘should 
be sued’ 

From Tunku Varadarajan 
IN NEW YORK 


AN INTERNATIONAL an 
watchdog, alarmed at the 
widespread damage inflicted 
on paintings by art restorers 
using synthetic solvents, has 
called for the enactment of 
laws enabling negligent work¬ 
ers to be sued for malpractice. 

The appeal, made by 
Art Watch international, a 
New York-based organisation 
with branches in Britain, was 
accompanied by a call to 
Western museums to impose 
an immediate moratorium on 
all cleaning and restoration of 
old masterpieces. 

At a public meeting here on 
Tuesday, held at the An 
Sudanis League in Manhat¬ 
tan, Professor James Beck, 
president of ArtWatch. called 
tor urgent legislation to bring 
art restoration in line with 
other professional spheres, 
such as medicine and the law. 

Professor Beck said: “The 
ability to obtain a court deci¬ 
sion on the basis of malprac¬ 
tice in the medical field has 
served to pur practitioners on 
notice. I suggest that it would 
provide for a healthy control of 
an industry that has no con¬ 
trols and few guidelines, and 
would serve to put a brake on 
radical interventions." 

Under existing law, An- 
Watch argues, museum trust¬ 
ees are legally responsible for 
the protection and safeguard¬ 
ing of works in their institu¬ 
tions. Michael Daley, director 
of ArtWatch UK, believes 
these trustees can be sued for 
breach of trust over “injurious 
restoration”. But “the process 
is complicated, and does not 
address directly the question 
of the perpetrators, who are 
the restorers". 

However, unlike medical 
malpractice suits, where an 
injured party — easily identifi¬ 
able — sues the doctor, it is not 
apparent who the “injured 
party" might be in the case of a 
negligent restoration. 

Mr Daley said: “Obviously, 
it makes no legal sense to say 
that Holbein has been injured, 
or Titian. The legislation must 
allow members of the public to 
sue ... Perhaps buying a 
ticket to enter a museum 
should give a member of the 
public that right" 
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Algerian 
torture 
by fire 
attacked 

From Peter Capella 
IN GENEVA 

HUMAN rights groups 
yesterday criticised the 
international community 
Tor failing to take action 
over the violence in Alge¬ 
ria. Brandishing a blow¬ 
torch which he fit at a 
meeting organised by 
four major international 
human rights groups in 
Geneva. Pierre Sant, the 
head of Amnesty Interna¬ 
tional said: “This is an 
instrument of torture in 
Algeria; this is used to 
burn the flesh of those 
who are detained in 
police stations." 

His comments came as 
America. Britain and oth¬ 
er European countries 
failed to agree on a reso¬ 
lution to condemn abuse 
in Algeria at a meeting of 
the 53-nation United Na¬ 
tions Human Rights 
Commission. Nor was 
there progress on an 
international inquiry or a 
visit ty UN rapporteurs. 


Botha ‘authorised 
murder of enemies’ 


From Sam Kiley in george 


NEW evidence emerged yes¬ 
terday alleging that 
P.W. Botha, the former South 
African President, and his 
State Security Council autho¬ 
rised the murder of political 
opponents. 

Mr Botha and the council 
were also said to have estab¬ 
lished a Third Force as part of 
a "national strategy against 
revolutionary onslaught" dur¬ 
ing the 1980s. 

According to minutes from 
the security council, which Mr 
Botha chaired between 1978 
and 1989. the former Presi¬ 
dent. his senior ministers and 
security officials attended a 
session at which a list of 
intended human targets, 
described as "politically sensi¬ 
tive people", were drawn up. 

The revelations came dur¬ 
ing testimony at the trial of Mr 
Botha. 82, on contempt of 
court charges over his refusal 
to appear at hearings of the 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission. The disclosures 
are likely to damage the 
reputation of his successor. 


F.W. de Klerk, a Nobel peace 
laureate, who has denied all 
knowledge of orders tx) kflJ by 
the council and the existence of 
a Third Force. 

Paul van Zyl. executive sec¬ 
retary of the commission set 
up to investigate apartheid-era 
crimes and applications of 
amnesty, in giving testimony 
yesterday read extracts fitjm 


Nelson Mandela was elected 
President in 1994. But some of 
the papers escaped the shred¬ 
der and found their way into 
the national archives. 

The minutes also show that, 
as part of a strategy to counter 
the African National Con¬ 
gress, the police and armed 
forces should have the "objec¬ 
tive of eliminating the ANC 


C The police and armed forces 
should have the objective of 
eliminating the ANC leadership ? 


the documents implicating Mr 
Botha in giving orders 
through the security council to 
“neutralise” and “eliminate" 
the white regime’s political 
opponents, “enemy leaders” 
and “sensitive persons”. 

The documents, which 
minute regular meetings of 
the council between April and 
November 1936. were believed 
to have been destroyed when 


leadership” and "neutralise 
die influence of the ANC 
leaders and sympathisers". 

Mr van Zyl told magistrate 
Victor Lugaju, the only black 
official at die trial, thai evi¬ 
dence from the former Com¬ 
missioner of Police. Johan van 
der Merwe. and Adriaan VTok, 
the former Law and Order 
Minister, who were present at 
security council meetings, in¬ 


dicated that members of the 
armed forces interpreted 
"eliminate” and “neutralise" 
to mean kill. 

Mr Botha has maintained 
his innocence of any wrongdo¬ 
ing during his terms as Prime 
Minister and President of 
South Africa. Yesterday he 
ignored the advice of his 
lawyers to testily before the 
commission at dosed hearings 
in return for dropping the 
charges of contempt. “They 
can try to destroy me. They 
can’t destroy my soul and my 
convictions.” he said before 
yesterday's trial began. 

His refusal to attend die 
commission has meant that 
allegations that would have 
been heard in camera got a 
public hearing yesterday. 

□ Cape Town: The trial of 
disgraced anti-apartheid deric 
Allan Boesak, on charges of 
fraud and theft of 1.1 million 
rands (£149.000) of foreign 
donor fluids, has been post¬ 
poned for a fourth time 
because of lack of funds for his 
defence, his lawyer said. (AFP) 
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P.W. Botha outside court yesterday at the start of his trial on contempt charges 
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Abuses in Nigeria 
condemned by UN 

Geneva: A UN special report has catalogued the Nigerian 
military junta’s systematic violation of basic human rights, 
accusing General Sani Abacha’s Government of “regularly 
suppressing, harassing and detaining those who criticise its 
policies". The report, by Soli Jehangir Sorbjee. listed abuse of 
judicial rights, induding deaths in detention, death sentences on 
children and others in breach of international treaties, and 
unjustified and excessively long periods of detention. 

Last night Tom fldmi, Nigeria's Foreign Minister, dismissed 
the report He said the European Union, and Britain in 
particular, wanted to destabilise his country by denouncing 
human rights abuses. (AFP) 

Somalis kidnap aid workers 

Mogadishu: Somali gunmen abducted nine foreign aid workers 
after they landed at the north Mogadishu airstrip, witnesses 
said. Seven of those kidnapped work for the Red Cross, including 
two pilots, and two for the International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies. Hie Red Cross said that those 
kidnapped were a German, a Belgian, a French woman nurse, 
two Swiss, a South African and a Kenyan pilot an American and 
a Norwegian. (AFP)- ( 

Iran ‘offers Rushdie hope’ 

Geneva: Maurice Copithome, the 
United Nations special human rights 
investigator for Iran, said he had 
received informal suggestions of pos¬ 
sible progress towards lifting an 
Iranian death threat against Salman 
Rushdie, the author, right. Mr Rush¬ 
die has lived largely in hiding since 
Ayatollah Khomenei. Iran's late spiri¬ 
tual leader, issued a fatwa in 1989 
ordering his death for alleged insults 
to Islam in his book The Satanic 
Verses. (Reuters) 

President sues over spy claim 

Warsaw: A Warsaw court began hearing the case of President 
K wasniewski of Poland, who sued Zvde. a popular newspaper, 
for publishing a report alleging that he met a Russian spy 
privately whde on holiday before his election as President 
(Bogdan Turek wntes). Mr Kwasniewski has demanded Z5 mil- 
liOT zlotys (£500.000). one of the highest sums sought for 

which the President will give to victims of 
Poland's 1997 flood if he wins. 

Havel recovering well 

The condition of Vaclav Havel. 61 . was described as extra- 
ordmanly good after the Czech President awoke from sedation 
and was taken out of intensive care (Nigel Glass writes). He had 
* on Tuesday evening to repair 

011 r 00 ™? 8 ^dJie learnt that the Czech 
Republic’s lower house of parliament had approved the coun- 

Fto^!SfKd P r f ^ N h' lt \r Pe ?! dn £ fr0m ,nnsbru ck University 
Hospital, he told Czech radio that he welcomed the decision. 

Pol Pot ‘agrees to trial’ 

Hong Kong: Pol Pot the former Khmer Rouge leader held re¬ 
sponsible for the deaths of a million CambodiansIn the jwoT 
has agreed to be tried by an international court. KeRnrfim 
Economic Review reported, it quoted Non Nou. a Khmer 
gereraL as saying Pbl ft* would accept the mowmSSSSK 
to hand him over to an international tribunal. (Reuters) 
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* Victoiy for Iran 
reformers as 

mayor is freed 
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From Michael Theodoulou in Nicosia 



Bui the moderates are ex¬ 
pected to launch a counter¬ 
offensive by bringing evidence 
ro the courts of far more 
senous charges of corruption 
by institutions controlled by 
hardliners. “Mr Khatami has 
won the battle, but not the 
war." one diplomat said. 

The mayor, regarded as a 
brilliant technocrat, had 
played a critical role in Mr 
Khatami’s unexpected land¬ 
slide victory over hardline 
candidates in last year's presi¬ 
dential elections. Mr Kar- 
baschi’s supporters insisted 
that his detention on April 4 

was an act of revenge by the played by the discreet inter- 
judiciary which, like several vention of his predecessor. AJi 
other key institutions, remains Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, 
in the control of conservatives, who heads a state body which 
But Mr Khatami, who is advises the unelected but su- 

eommitted to the rule of law, preme leader. Ayatollah All 

has avoided factional confron- Khamenei, 
tation. The moderates fear He was said to have per- 
that their opponents, deter- suaded Ayatollah Khamenei 

mined to crush his reform to agree to the mayor’s release, 

programme, attempted to set a It was Hqjatoleslam Rafsan- 

trap by detaining the mayor. If jani who appointed Mr 
the President bad sanctioned Karbaschi after he was elected 
huge street protests in support President in 1989. The mayor's 

of the mayor, it would have popularity after nine years in 
given the hardliners, who the job stems from his achieve¬ 
ment in transforming the 
teeming, polluted capital into 
a more pleasant place to live 
for its ten million people. 

Ayatollah Khamaiei is 
meant to be above factional 
rivalries, but is regarded as 
the hardliners' spiritual men¬ 
tor. Apparently dismayed that 
the affair had backfired 
against the hardline camp, he 
made a dramatic intervention 
last week, summoning the 
rival players and ordering 
them to resolve the issue. 

In a sign that the affair was 
spiralling out of control, stu¬ 
dents on Tuesday demonstrat¬ 
ed outside Tehran University 
to demand the mayors re¬ 
lease. TTtey were charged by 
riot police after dashes with 
Karbaschi: release is blow to Tehran hardliners hardline activists. 


control the police, .the opportu¬ 
nity to crack down. 

But the hardliners appear 
also to have been shocked by 
the popular backlash and may 
have feared that, in a decisive 
showdown, other security 
forces, like the Revolutionary 
Guards, would have ignored 
orders to-crush the protests. 
Last year the Revolutionary 
Guards defied their com¬ 
manders and voted over¬ 
whelmingly for Mr Khatami. 

Mr Khatami worked hard 
behind the scenes to secure the 
mayor's release, but die deri¬ 
sive role was reportedly 


THE popular Mayor of Teh¬ 
ran. whose detention on 
charges of embezzlement 
caused widespread public an¬ 
ger. was freed on bail yester¬ 
day. a day after thousands of 
students demanding his re¬ 
lease dashed with hardline 
activists. 

The release of Gholamhos- 
sein Karbaschi was seen as an 
important victory for Muham¬ 
mad Khatami, the reformist 
President, and his moderate 
camp. They had insisted that 
his arrest nearly two weeks 
ago was politically motivated. 
The backlash should serve as 
a warning to the judiciary not 
to harass reformers close to 
the President or the conserva¬ 
tives would suffer further set¬ 
backs. analysts said. 

But they added that political 
tensions would rise again if. as 
appeared likely, the judiciary 
attempted to tty Mr Karbas¬ 
chi. The judiciary claims it has 
compelling evidence of the 
mayor's guilt and has success¬ 
fully prosecuted several of his 
aides during a long-running 
investigation into corruption 
at the municipality. 




Gold-chain vulgarity 
kills off Puppy love 


D elhi traders can bare¬ 
ly keep up with this 
year’s demand for ex¬ 
pensive air conditioners, 
proof of a boom in the 
number of Puppies — Pros¬ 
perous Urban Punjabis. They 
define, some would say ma¬ 
lign. the culture of much of 
northern India with an alti¬ 
tude to money that forgives 
anything, and especially 
corruption. 

Sardaijis. or Sikhs, who 
make up the majority of the 
Puppies were, until a genera¬ 
tion or so ago, the most 
respected because of their 
high ethical standards and 
decent attitude towards 
women. Perhaps the decade- 
long separatist Khalistan 
movement in Punjab changed 
many, but Puppies — the most 
visible of young Punjabis — 
are held in ridicule. 

Brand-name watches, sun¬ 
glasses and other trinkets are 
targeted mostly at Puppies, 
who strut about Delhi with 
Black Label Scotch on their 
breath and gold chains on 
their chests. Puppies own 
houses of excruciating taste, 
especially indoors, where they 
are filled with plastic 
chandeliers. 

Puppies smoke imported 
cigarettes and no longer wear 
the once ubiquitous safari suit 
with open sandals {except in 
sweaty Bombay, its last big 
stronghold) in favour of West¬ 
ern-style jackets with padded 
shoulders to accentuate physi- 


Black Label and 
colour TV mark 
Punjabi culture, 
Christopher 
Thomas writes 

cal stature. Many do not need 
to do that the fat Puppy is so 
commonplace he is the butt of 
what are essentially racist 
jokes. Other jokes are less 
mean, to wit what is the ideal 
Puppy marriage? Marrying 
the latest television set and 
taking the bride as dowry. 

The ferocious drinking hab¬ 
its of Punjabis — essentially 
Sikhs — are the stuff of 
legend. Black Label isa badge 
of belonging to the rich, even 
though much of it is adulterat¬ 
ed by bootleggers who have 
ingenious schemes for filling 
used bottles. 

M any women use the 
word Punjabi as a 
generic term for las¬ 
civious men. Puppies do noth¬ 
ing to improve their image: 
Puppy businessmen are to be 
found every day on the 
Shalabdi Express between 
Punjab and Delhi poring over 
pictures in Stardust maga¬ 
zine, which reports _ on 
Bollywood stars in various 
states of undress. Puppies 


often boast a swollen belly — 
known as a rice befly. There is 
nothing so unsubde as Pun¬ 
jabi food, which comes hot 
and heavy and sits tike lead 
for 24 horns. 

Some Puppies are Mar- 
waris, the Hindu caste that 
owns much of the country, 
from village shops to multina¬ 
tionals. They tend to be more 
sophisticated because their 
money is old and decently 
earned. They are thus not ftiB- 
pedigree Puppies: that mantle 
property belongs to die nou- 
veaux riches who have 
climbed through die ranks 
since economic reforms were 
introduced seven years ago. 

Delhi cocktail chatter is 
known to have been hailed 
momentarily by die squeal of 
a young wife who called 
across the room to “DJ" — an 
abbreviation for Darting]) 
Hr being the Hindi diminu¬ 
tive for respect) This is classic 
Puppy soda! crassness. Pup¬ 
pies are frequently involved in 
real estate in Delhi, which has 
enriched many of them — 
although prices have lately 
crashed because so many 
foreign companies have de¬ 
cided there is no money to be 
made and are quitting. 

Puppy landlords — like 
most Delhi landlords — want 
the bulk of their rent in cash. 
They come for their money in 
cars with windows so dark 
they are all but opaque, rather 
in the manner of Puppy 
business transactions. 

Tornadoes 
deployed 
in Kuwait 

London: Four RAF Tornado 
bombers arrived in Kuwait 
yesterday to supplement die 
eight stationed at AI Ati-Salim 
airbase, about 40 miles from 
the Iraqi border, as part of 
Britton's continuing military 
presence in the region (Mich¬ 
ael Evans writes). 

The Tornado GRls. from 
RAF Bruggen in Germany, 
replace air power on the 
aircraft carrier HMS Illustri¬ 
ous, which is being withdrawn 
from the Gulf. 

The Tornadoes have been 
sent to demonstrate British 
determination to be ready for 
military action should Presi¬ 
dent Saddam Hussein renege 
on the arms inspection agree¬ 
ment he signed with Kofi 
Annan, the United Nations 
Secretary-General. 
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Tom Mitchell protects his terrified daughters Nakita and Hayley at the Sydney picket 


Sydney dockers 
attacked over 
‘picket’ children 

From Roger Maynard in Sydney 


JOHN HOWARD, the Aus¬ 
tralian Prime Minister, con¬ 
demned yesierday the use of 
children as “human shields" 
after an almost week-long 
dockers' dispute turned ugly. 

His intervention came after 
television and newspaper cov¬ 
erage of the jacket outside 
Sydney’s Port Botany plant 
showed strikers placing Iheir 
sons and daughters in the 
from line as police tried to 
arrest protesters. “The picket 
line is no place for children.** 
Mr Howard told reporters. “I 
think the people responsible 
for the use of those children 
will be condemned by Austra¬ 
lians, irrespective of their 
views on this dispute." 

The distressing television 
footage, of screaming young 
children clutching their 
fathers as policemen tried to 
arrest members of the mari¬ 
time union, has shocked Aus¬ 
tralians and raised questions 
about the morality of the 
current protests. But Tom 
Mitchell, the father of the two 
terrified little girls seen crying 
on news bulletins while police 
began dragging workers away 
from the picket line, said his 
daughters. Nakita. seven, and 
Haley, nine, took it well at 
first, but became panicky and 
distressed when police moved 
in. “Suddenly they were drag¬ 


ging people off to the paddy 
wagons. I just rushed the girls 
out the back." he said. 

In Melbourne’s Federal 
Court, the Maritime Union of 
Australia continued its at¬ 
tempt to overturn the sacking 
last week of 1,400 dockers by 
Patrick Stevedores. 

John Coombs, the union’s 
federal secretary, was joined 
in the packed court by union 
officials, academics, lawyers 
and mwiia. Last week the 
court ruled that the company 
should put the mass sackings 
on hold for at least a week. 

Jennie George. Ihe presi¬ 
dent of the Australian Council 
of Trade Unions, said before 
attending the hearing that the 
case was about the rights of 
ordinary people. The union 
movement, she said, was con¬ 
fident that the court would 
uphold theserights. 

Ms George went on to 
appeal to both the Prime 
Minister and Peter Reith. the 
Workplace Relations Minis¬ 
ter, to help to resolve the 
dispute and not divide the 
country. 

The dockers claim that Pat¬ 
rick conspired with several 
other parties, including Mr 
Rath and the National Farm¬ 
ers Federation, to hurt the 
maritime union and its mem¬ 
bers by unlawful means. 


Chinese dissident’s husband pleads for her release 


From James Pringle 
in BEUING 

THE husband of Gao Yu. the jailed 
dissident, whose harsh prison condi¬ 
tions prompted a protest in Paris last 
week to China's new Prime Minister. 
Zhu Rongji,’yesterday called for her to 
be freed because of ill health. 

Zhao Yuankang. manager of a small 


state company, said that his 54-year- 
old wife's heart condition was worsen¬ 
ing and that she was in a crowded 
prison cell with II women, four of 
whom are murderers. He hoped that, 
with President Clinton due to visit 
China in June, Beijing would agree to 
release Gao. recipient of the first world 
press freedom prize from Unesco last 
year, on medical parole so that she 


could receive effective treatment 
Gao is regarded as China's leading 
female exponent of human rights. She 
is serving six years for allegedly 
divulging state secrets in a Hong Kong 
journal. “I'm worried because her 
heart condition is getting worse and 
she is not receiving adequate medical 
treatment in prison.” Mr Zhao said. 
He said he was allowed to see his wife. 


jailed in October 1993, for half an hour 
each month. 

□ Fraud charge: Police have charged 
a dissident in Sichuan province, who 
passed information abroad on work¬ 
ers' protests, with fraud, the Informa¬ 
tion Centre on Human Rights and 
Democratic Movement in China said 
yesierday. It said the charges against 
Li Bifeng. 34. were trumped up. (AFP) 
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Dr Thomas 
Stuttaford reports on 
how moods can 
predispose us to 
cancer; Hodgkin’s 
disease; Lupus 
Awareness Week; 
vitamin D deficiency; 
and gallstones 


ranmuUEMDB- 







A fighting 
spirit can 
help to cure 

T he Bristol Cancer Centre has Unit at Aberdeen University, have 
the support of its patron, the reviewed the research on the effect of a 
Prince of Wales, in its effort to patient’s approach to cancer and 
raise £5 million over three published the result in Seminars on 




T he Bristol Cancer Centre has 
the support of its patron, the 
Prince of Wales, in its effort to 
raise £5 million over three 
years to further its work in helping 
people to confront the illness, and to co- 

K te with their doctors and other 
pists in its treatment In the past 
few "weeks it has been promised 
£500,000 towards the appeal. officially 
launched this week. 

The centre’s philosophy has been an 
encouraging example of a successful 
interface between complementary and 
conventional medicine. 

Founded 18 years ago. it 
also enjoys the support of 
such notables as Linda 
and Paul McCartney. 

Sheila Hancock and Kate 
Adie. Until a year or two 
ago. lunch after any visit 
to the centre, however 
instructive, left a certain 
amount to be desired by 
those who were not used 
to a diet of carrots and Sheila ] 
lettuce. The centre now 
employs a first-class chef, Jane Sen. 
who has cooked for such people as the 
pop stars Peter Gabriel and Morrissey 
but now prepares vegetarian food so 
appetising that it has universal appeaL 
The guests at the centre's formal 
lunches have changed and recently 
have represented a cross section of 
medical opinion. Academic and clinical 
professors whose opinions are respect¬ 
ed in the Athenaeum or die Royal 
Colleges happily mingle with col¬ 
leagues whose views five years ago 
would have been considered extreme. 

The rote or the psyche in both 
developing and surviving malignant 
disease is becoming generally accept¬ 
ed. Dr Leslie Walker and Dr Oleg 
Eremin, of the Behavioural Oncology 


Sheila Hancock 


Unit at Aberdeen University, have 
reviewed the research on the effect of a 
patient’s approach to cancer and 
published the result in Seminars on 
Surgical Oncology rn 1996. In particu¬ 
lar Dr Walker and Dr Eremin have 
studied the impact of a diagnosis of 
cancer of the breast. 

The classic study published in the 
BMJ on psychiatric problems after 
mastectomy showed that 25 per cent of 
women were clinically depressed and a 
third had severe sexual difficulties. 
Other research had shown that a high 
percentage were extreme¬ 
ly conscious of their 
changed appearance. Un¬ 
fortunately. removing the 
tumour but conserving 
much of the rest of the 
breast doesn’t always 
solve the problems. After 
the first year, women who 
have had a lumpectomy 
tend to worry excessively 
in case they have reduced 
an cock their chances of survival 

in their bid to achieve a 
better cosmetic effect 
The psychological demeanour of 
patients with malignant disease has 
been understood since the days of the 
Greek physician Galen, who noted that 
individuals with a melancholic tem¬ 
perament were more likely to develop 
cancer than those who were sanguine. 
Sir James Paget, the former Norfolk 
GP who became surgeon to Queen 
Victoria, noted that patients were more 
likely to develop a cancer, and if they 
developed one were less likely to do 
wefl. if they suffered from “deep 
anxiety, deferred hope and disappoint¬ 
ment — and that mental depression 
favoured the development of a cancer¬ 
ous condition”. 1 heard the late Sir 
Heneage Ogihie. the famous Guy’s 
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Get out and about too much time spent indoors and a fast-food culture can add up to a serious vitamin D deficiency 


A good dose 
of sunshine 
keeps 

bones healthy 

FOREIGNERS are 
usually rather rode about the 
British dimate and diet 

They would not be surprised 

to leaxn that we suffered 
from a widespread shortage 

of the sunshine vitamin D, 

whteh is also found in fish. 

liver, eggs and margarine. 

The Americans are no 
less critical of our climate so 
it will coroe as a surprise 
to them that they too suffer 
hum widespread vitamin 
D deficiency. 

A recent study 
published in the New York 
Journal of Medicine and 
tn the British Medical 
Journal shows that of 290 

patients of various ages who 
were admitted to hospital 
in die US. 164 had low levels 
of vitamin D, and 65 were 
described as being “severely 
deficient”. The authors 
attributed the lack of 
vitamins to spending too 
much time indoors and a fast 
food culture. 

Osteoporosis is a 
common cause of fractures in 
the older age group. The 
public is will aware that a 
reasonable calcium intake 
can help to prevent it but are 
less aware that without 
adequate vitamin D as well 
they can drink die dairy 
diy without any advantage. 

In adults too little 
vitamin D not only increases 
the risk of fractures, but 
can produce softened bones 
so that the strongest legs 
may become bowed. In 

rhitHrcn it ram cfl USf 

rickets. Unlike some 
vitamins, too much 
vitamin D is toxic and the 
instructions on the packet 

should be read carefully. 


surgeon, say when lecturing at Oxford 
that he was able to make a reasonable 
assessment of the likelihood of some¬ 
one developing malignant disease by 
observing their personality. 

In order not to make patients feel 
inadequate, too much emphasis on the 
relationship between the psyche and 
survival time is undesirable. Other 
factors, the length of time die tumour 
has been present, the site of the tumour 
and its microscopic structure are all 
usually of greater importance. Psycho¬ 
logical support does, however, as 
Bristol has demonstrated, play a 
significant role in recovery. Research 
published in The Lancet in 1989 
demonstrated that it could double 
survival time in advanced cancer of the 
breast and a similar random trial has 



shown beneficial results from psycho¬ 
logical intervention in cases of malig¬ 
nant melanoma. 

The Bristol Centre was pioneering in 
encouraging patients to play a full part 
in their integrated treatment, which 
ideally combines the best of the latest 
technology with a robust approach to 
the disease. 

Research has shown that patients 
who develop a fighting spirit, or refuse 
to acknowledge their tumour, do better 
than those who either respond with 
stoicism or hopelessness. 

Those who used to be slightly 
sceptical about the Bristol work now 
believe that its success is scientifically 
based and results from the boost given 
to the patient’s immune system by the 
improved morale it engenders. 


The wolf 
within 

MOST people would be 
hard pressed to define lupus, 
a disease that takes many 
forms. But during Lupus 
Awareness Week—April 
11 to 18—those who treat the 
condition, or who suffer 
from it hope to explain just 
what it is. 

One form is lupus 
erythematosus, which is 
divided into two 
categories: systemic (SLE) 
and discoid (DSE). Both 
are chronic, autoimmune, 
inflammatory diseases of 
the connective tissue, foe 
tough material that gives 
strength to our blood vessels 
and skin, keeps the joints 
and ligaments together and 
supports many other parts 
of our body. 

With SIX. many 
organs may be involved — 
the sufferer may develop 
heart problems and kidney 
disease, a common 
manifestation. The arteries, 
and the tissues that they 
supply, may also be affected. 
SLE is associated with 
feelings of general iff health, 
fever, anaemia, weight 
loss and joint pains. DLE, by 
contrast, is confined to the 
skin, and the patient does not 
usually feel unwdL 

Lupus — from the Latin 
for wolf, said to be so-called 
because it rapidly eats 
away the affected part — is 
diagnosed through blood 
tests and biopsies of skin 
patches. In mild cases 
non-steroidal anti-inflam¬ 
matory drugs may be 
adequate but usually, sooner 
or later, these need to be 
combined with steroids or 
chloroquine, an 
a ntimaiarial drug. 

The outlook for those 
suffering from the condition 
has improved greatly over 
the past 20 or 30 years. 


The mystery cancer 


A lthough sometimes strained, my rela¬ 
tionship with Goutts Bank has on the 
whole been a reasonable one. 1 was 
sorry, therefore, that in the week when many of 
the bardrt staff agreed to follow the example of 
their chairman and walk to work, the weather 
was so wet and miserable that they must have 
been drenched before they reached their desks. 

The bankers were not. in any case, walking 
for their own health ten to draw attention to 
lymphoma (lymphatic cancers). Sir Ewen 
Fergusson, the chairman of the bank, explained 
that they had supported research into these 
diseases ever since Tim Hilder, who worked 
there, died of Hodgkin’s disease four _____ 
years ago. 

Hodgkin’s disease is only one of CclS( 
the different sorts of lymphatic 
cancer. These are divided into inprf 

Hodgkin’s disease and non-Hodg- 
kinis lymphoma. at 3 1 

The lymphatic system is a net- a 1 
work of glands, the lymph nodes, in 
and vessels that runs throughout the iyj T"* 
body and through which the lymph _ A 
— a pale, straw-coloured fluid — <* 

circulates, carrying white blood cells .c ■y 
and other components of the im- ulC 
mune system. Abort 85 per cent of ___ 
lymphoma are of the non-Hodgkin’s ■” 

type, the majority of which start within the B- 
lymphocytes, which form the antibodies in the 
body. Once the cells have become involved in 
the cancerous process, their ability to fight 
infection is reduced and patients may fall prey 
to a wide variety of conditions. 

Even as the bankers were walking through 
the rain, Jone Ashbourne must have been 
writing her piece for The Sunday Times about 
the experience of waking up in hospital and 
finding that her surgeon was accompanied by a 
cancer specialist to explain how the gland they 
had just removed for testing showed evidence of 
a non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. 

The number of cases of non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma is increasing at a rate of up to 10 per 


Cases are 
increasing 
at a rate of 
10 per cent 
a year in 
the West 


cent a year in the Western world. Most of the 
patients are aged between 20 and 30. but since 
nobody knows the cause of the cancer, the 
reason for this increased incidence is unknown. 
The usual suspects have been indicted: it has 
been suggested that the cause may be increased 
background radiation, the green movement has 
its doubts about pesticides, others suspect that 
the disease is related to glandular fever or 
excessive sunlight The only certainty is that it is 
a common malignant disease in HIV-positive 
people. There are also a few cases in which a 
genetic cause can be demonstrated. 

There are different types of B-cdi lymphoma. 
________ Some are indolent, slowly progres- 

sive and consistent with a long 
g JLTC survival period, others are classified 
as aggressive and in these cases the 
ISinS course °f ihe disease is faster. 

o The patient is likely to notire an 
ite of abnormally large but usually pain- 

* less lymph gland or glands, or they 
’ PPTlt may 80 10 the * r doctor because of 

AL unexplained weight loss, anaemia or 
r * n tiredness. The symptoms may be 
Li lii associated with a mysterious fem- 
l/pot perature. As m the case of Ms 
vest Ashbourne, a lymph gland is re 
_____ moved for microscopic examination 
to make a diagnosis and the patient 
will have X-rays and scans to assess the extent 
of the disease. 

Patients with Hodgkin’S disease now do 
extremely well. The improvement in their 
outlook has been one of the great postwar 
successes of modem medicine. In cases where 
the disease is caught early, it can be eradicated 
in more than 95 per cent of patients. The outlook 
in cases of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma is less 
encouraging. Those with indolent disease can 
look forward to a long survival period, although 
they may need chemotherapy, radiotherapy or 
other treatment 

• The lymphoma Association . PO Box 275, 
Haddenham. Aylesburv. Bucks HPI7 SJJ. Helpline 
01844 391S00. Admin 01844 291479. 


Cheery news about gallstones 


IT IS comparatively well 
known thar alcohol in modest 
amounts reduces the likeli¬ 
hood of gallstones. 

There is an exception, how¬ 
ever; if the alcohol is diluted 
with sweet mixers, gallstones 
may become more likely. The 
stones are thus the result of the 
orange or tonic, say, and not 
the vodka or gm. 

Research published recently 
in the Journal of Clinical 
Epidemiology looked at a 
study of gall bladder disease 
in nearly 3.000 women. The 
survey examined the effect of 
taking additional vitamin C 
on gall bladder complaints. 

It was clearly demonstrated 
that vitamin C can reduce the 
incidence of gallstones in 
women — but not always. 
What was encouraging to 
those who believe in the 
beneficial effects of a couple of 
glasses of wine a day was that 


this reduction was noted only 
in those women who drank 
regularly. 

Recent work has cast some 
suspicions — albeit no more 
than that — on the advantage^ 
of daily doses of more than 
half a gram of vitamin C- This 
research has not been shown 
to have clinical significance, 
other than that those who 


want to avoid gallstones caj 
rest assured that half a gran 
of vitamin C a day will not d 
them even theoretical harm - 
and that if they combine i 
with a modest daily intake c 
red wine, or other drinks, tha 
they will be less likely to suffe 
from the problems that ar 
associated with gall bladde 
disease. 


When Gottfried Wagner discovered pictures which proved his grandmother 
had an affair with Hitler, he was appalled. But Germany is outraged for 
different reasons.. . The Sunday Times Magazine, this weekend 
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' A wife’s view 
of the Irish 
peace talks 

^ Mitchell sought peace, his anxious wife 

$ watched with their baby. Interview by Bany Wlgmore 


From th e mo ment she married, in a quiet New 
Voric ceremony in December 1994. Irish 
politics played a big part in Heather Mitchell's 
life. Her husband was retiring Senator George 
Mitchell, and he had just accepted the 
poisoned chalice to become President Clinton’s 
special envoy in yet another attempt at peace in 
Northern Ireland. For Heather, then 35. it was 
a world away from the jetsetting life she had 
led as a high-powered sports marketing 
consultant She had spent the previous 16 years 
on the road travelling between tournaments on 
the men’s professional circuit Within a year 


she had resigned to become a housewife as her 
husband, then 61. started commuting weekly 
between his office in Washington, his home in 
New York and meetings in Belfast and 
London. It was her tint marriage, bis second, 
and a crash course in the stress and strain of 
power politics for Heather. Over the next three 
years she became the senator's escape to 
reality. They saw each other just about every 
weekend. Usually he flew to New York, but 
occasionally she went to London or Belfast 
And they had their first child. Andrew, now six 
months old. This is Heather Mltchett*s«toiy. 


H rather Mitchell 
sits contentedly in 
her stunning New 
York apartment 
on the west side of Central 
Park. Her husband is in 
another room. listening to a 
symphony which comes softly 
through the walls. Baby An¬ 
drew is asleep. Briefly there is 
peace in the Mitchell house¬ 
hold. But Heather knows it 
wont last Her husband is off 
again next week, on a business 
trip to Europe. 

She is now 39. He is 64, but 
he is a non-stop dynamo of 
work, unable, it seems, to slow 
down. Heather knew that if 
anyone could keep the peace 
talks moving, it was her 
husband. 

“When he was first asked to 
do the job by President Clin¬ 
ton. my husband came and 
discussed it with me," says 
Heather. “We werent married 
then, but we were engaged. 
George explained what he 
thought the job would entail, 
and I thought it was a great 
honour for him to be asked. 
Frankly, none of us at that 
time thought that it would take 
as long as it did. And that it 
would require so much Mood, 
sweat and tears. 

“Lots of good people have 
become lost in the wilderness 
of Irish politics. 1 knew it 
would be an extremely diffi¬ 
cult task without any guaran¬ 
tees, probably the greatest 
challenge of his career. But I 
believed that if anybody could 
pull it off, it was ray husband. 
He is all that has been written 
about him. He is extremely 
patient and highly intelligent 
and I thought in the end he 
would succeed. 

“We met at a tennis tourna¬ 
ment. I’ve been involved with 
professional tennis since I 
went to Paris for a two-week 
holiday when 1 was 19, and 
started working with the Asso¬ 
ciation of Termis Profession¬ 
als. It was a lucky break; right 


time, right place. 1 was bilin¬ 
gual and got in at ground level 
as tennis made the transition 
from sport to big business. 

“George is a tennis fan and 
a very good player. We met 
five years ago at the US Open 
at Flushing Meadow here in 
New York. George was also 
majority leader in the Senate, 
a prominent American politi¬ 
cian at that time. I was bom in 
Montreal and although 1 was 
living in New York, I didn't 
follow American politics as 
closely as I try to now. 

“Love blossomed pretty 
quickly. The age gap makes no 
difference. George is very fit 
and athletic. He has a lot more 


He had a 
lot on 
his mind, 
with die 
talks and 
our baby 


stamina than most men of any 
age. We were married a year 
later, in December 1994.1 gave 
up work during the first year. I 
never thought I would many. 
1 was a dedicated career 
woman, very content 1 had an 
independent life. I travelled a 
great deal. 1 was satisfied. So I 
was surprised to meet some¬ 
one who swept me off my feet 
— someone I would want to 
give up my professional life 
for. 

“Especially a politician. We 
are from totally different 
worlds, but opposites attract 
and there certainly was a very 
strong attraction. He is some¬ 
one quite special. 1 knew that 
about him as soon as 1 had 
spent a little time with him. 

“George had retired from 
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the Senate. But he's not the 
type to sit beside the fire with 
his slippers and newspaper. 
He was extremely busy doing 
a number of things, including 
working in his law firm. 

“One thing that worried me 
was the physical danger, espe¬ 
cially in the last few months as 
the talks took on a higher 
profile. I don’t think there was 
a specific death threat towards 
George. There was concern 
that someone involved in the 
talks may be assassinated as 
an example to everybody. But 
I know of no specific death 
threat If there was. he didn’t 
tell me. 

“I tried not to dwell on it 
There is risk everywhere. I 
worked in London. 1 had lived 
in Paris for right years, and 
the street in which I worked 
was bombed. But 1 was pretty 
worried in the last few months 
as the talks began to heat up. 

“George managed to get 
back to see me a lot I can't 
think of any weekend that he 
spent over there alone. I went 
over a few times, to Belfast or 
London. After the baby was 
bom, he came back every 
weekend- But the added travel 
was extremely difficult He 
wanted to do it Sometimes I 
tried to encourage him not to 
come bade > 

“It was hard, it was a toss- 
up. 1 wanted to see him on the 
weekends, but 1 was con¬ 
cerned about all the travel. But 
he insisted cm coming back. 

“It was especially difficult in 
the last few months because 
the baby was bom in October. 

I went to Florida, where 1 have 
many friends, because I want¬ 
ed Andrew to spend the first 
few months of his life in warm 
weather. But then the travel 
was even more difficult for my 
husband. Commuting from 
Belfast to Miami is not exactly 
a direct route. 

“Andrew was bom in New 
York. My doctor tried to give 
an educated guess as to when 
she thought it would happen. 
But just before he was due. 
George felt he had to be in 
Ireland. I encouraged him to 
go, but I was worried that he 
might miss the birth. Luckily 
he got back in time and stayed 
a couple of weeks. That 
brought added pressure 
because tire talks were at a 
crucial stage and George was 
trying to oversee things from 
afar. He had a lot on his mind, 
what with the talks and the 
baby. It was a charged time. 

“He has a won- _____ 
derful ability to fo¬ 
cus on what be is Ther 

doing without out¬ 
ride detractions. QOnCe 

When he was deal¬ 
ing with the talks enm 

he could concern auilJ 

trate on them: . • 

when he was with ulvw 

roe and Andrew he 
was like any other Ilia 

proud new father. 

"The timing BSSBSJ 

worked welL An- —— __ 

drew was bom in 
October. In the July before 
that I went to Belfast Dublin, 
and London with George. 
Then there was a break in the 
talks in the summer. We went 
to Maine, which was wonder¬ 
ful. It was two months before 
Andrew's birth and we did a 
krt of hiking and relaxing. 

“I kept fit during the preg¬ 
nancy by swimming every 
day. We have a good gym near 
by and 1 work out there. A 
baby is a whole new challenge 
for me I am a full-time mum. 
We don’t employ any help, or a 
nanny or anything like that. 
After the birth my mother — 
Shirley — came to help. 

“George never travelled on 
Concorde. I used to get a little 
frustrated thinking he’d get 
back faster if he did. but he felt 
it wasn’t appropriate to incur 
dial expense. Security came 

into it as well — Ik didn’t fly 
twice with the same carrier. 
I’m not sure if he had a 
bodyguard with him. 

“We talked about the 
progress of the talks. I couldn’t 
really judge how things were 
going. 1 got impressions from 
his demeanour. There were 
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“That go-fbr-broke deadline was George’s idea. He asked me what I thought before he announced it It made everyone realise the talks could not just drag on* 


There was 
concern that 
someone 
involved 
maybe 
assassinated 


times when he was optimistic 

— he is an optimist by nature 

— and there were many times 
when he was very frustrated. 
With the slow pace more than 
anything. But he always re¬ 
mained optimistic and 1 just 
tried to listen when he wanted 
to discuss things. 

“The low time came during 
toe last few months of negotia¬ 
tions. This was when patience 
was realty tested. It was in¬ 
credibly difficult, knowing 
that there was a deadline and 
just hoping there would be a 
positive outcome for all this 
hard work and sacrifice that 
everyone had put in. 

“That go-for-broke deadline 
was George's idea. He asked 
me what i thought about it 
before he announced it. It is 
something he has done in the 
past in the Senate and it was 
quite effective there. It made 
everyone realise that toe talks 
could not just drag on until 
they died; something had to be 
achieved there. As a wife I was 
______ concerned about 

the tension and fa- 
. was tigue — it can be a 
real health wreck- 

fast when he got 
UI1C bade to his hotel 
room, and he was 
veu just going to bed in 
, Belfast as I was 

DC going to bed in 
, New York. U was 
Jiatea 10 pm my time. 

3am his time, and 
~ he did that for 
weeks. As the deadline ap¬ 
proached I followed develop¬ 
ments on television and on toe 
Internet. And my husband 
called me periodically to up¬ 
date me. 

“I was concerned that every¬ 
one was so exhausted. It is 
incredibly tiring to negotiate 
non-stop. I wondered how 
long they could last 
phyricalty.“ 

George Mitchell arrived 
home from Belfast tired but 
happy, last Saturday. On 
Easter Sunday — a glorious, 
sunny day in New York — he 
did something he had prom¬ 
ised himself ever since his 
baby was born. He went for a 
walk in Central Park with his 
family. 

As they wandered through 
toe fresh blossom, a woman 
on holiday from Belfast recog¬ 
nised him. "She was quite 
flustered,” says Heather. “She 
said to her husband. T think 
that’s him. I KNOW it’s him. I 
cannot believe that I’ve run 
imp Senator Mitchell*. 

“Then she thanked George 
for all toe work he had done. 
That was very touching." 
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Gradgrind 
knew a fact 
or two... 

Knowledge has to be the basis of 
education, says Chris Woodhead 

O nce I heard the ques- Science, of course, is the 
tkm I knew that, if I discipline which seems to Et 
wanted the job. 1 had Ms Murray’s thesis most neat- 


O nce I beard die ques¬ 
tion I knew that, if I 
wanted the job. I had 
better come up with die right 
answer. 

The head teacher wanted to 
know whether I thought “the 
process" was more important 
than “die product". No expla¬ 
nation was given, and none 
was needed. This, after all. 
was the early 1970s. Postman 
and Weingartner had just 
published Teaching as a Sub¬ 
versive Activity. All young 
teachers knew that education 
was, or ought to be, about 
teaching the young to ques¬ 
tion, to criticise, to rqect 
conventional wisdom. The fact 
that they knew nothing about 
the subject upon which they 
were pontificating was consid¬ 
ered an irrelevance. It was 
their opinion that mattered. It 
was the critical engagement, 
“the process", that we, as 
teachers, must foster. Woe 
betide anyone in those halcyon 
progressive days who harked 
back to a Gradgrindian pre¬ 
occupation with the teaching 
of "facts". Knowledge, “the 
product” was out 
It still is. Last week the 
Confederation of British In¬ 
dustry told the Government 
that time must be found in 
both primary and secondary 

schools to teach six _ 

new “key skills": 
communication, Noth 

numeracy, team- 
work, problem-so I v- achl 

mg, using informa- . , 

tion technology, and Will 

improving learning na fi ej] 

and performance. 

Margaret Murray. rfjcri 

the Head of the CBI — 

Learning and Skills 
Group was reported as saying: 
“Even graduates can find that 
what they learn is out of date 
immediately. We need to en¬ 
sure that they are self-reliant 
and flexible enough to meet 
the challenges of the future.” 

Read quickly, this is a 
perfectly reasonable state¬ 
ment We all knew, dont we, 
that we live in the middle of a 
knowledge revolution? We all 
want dont we. to be self- 
reliant and flexible so that we 
can face our post-millennia] 
futures? Of course. Dependen¬ 
cy and rigidity have never 
been very attractive qualities. 

It is worth reflecting for a 
moment (Hi what Ms Murray 
is saying. It may or may not be 
true that at the frontiers of 
human knowledge new dis¬ 
coveries are transforming our 
understanding of the world we 
inhabit Does it follow that the 
foundations of science as - 
taught to secondary school 
pupils are in a state of flux? 
Might it not be that the more 
secure their grounding in 
these basics, the more compe¬ 
tent they will be to deal with 
the radical changes they en¬ 
counter if, as adults, they work 
in a scientific environment? 

Most pupils will not use 
their scientific knowledge in. 
their jobs after school. The 
justification for teaching sci¬ 
ence to all pupils has to be 
non-utilitarian. All educated 
people need to know some¬ 
thing of scientific method and 
the patience and humility 
upon which scientific discover¬ 
ies depend. Knowing a little 
about the nature of science 
may help them to come to 
informed, personal judgments 
in later life on the scientific 
controversies of the day. 


Nothing is 
achieved 
without 
patience and 
discipline 


Science, of course, is the 
discipline which seems to Et 
Ms Murray’s thesis most neat¬ 
ly. Does the nature of literary 
or historical understanding 
really change that radically 
from generation to generation, 
let alone from day to day? The 
fundamentals of Latin gram¬ 
mar remain the same now as 
they were in 1957 when 1 
sweated my way through my 
Kennedy's Latin Primer. 

No. basic knowledge of the 
different subject disciplines 
still needs to be taught if we 
want the next generation to 
understand anything about 
anything. “Understanding" 
moreover, ought to be the goal. 
We cannot allow the sly utili¬ 
tarianism of the CBI to tri¬ 
umph over the traditional 
concept of a liberal education 
that needs no justification 
beyond the satisfaction and 
enjoyment that it brings. 

Neither must we be seduced 
by the implied argument that 
if schools focused more on the 
development of the key skills 
upon which the employability 
of the individual and the 
prosperity of the nation de¬ 
pends. and less upon the 
teaching of arcane subjects 
like history and English litera¬ 
ture. this country would be a 
better place. 

_ There is a peda¬ 
gogic nonsense at 
qo i<$ the heart of this 

& thesis. It is that 

ved skills such as “prob- 

lenvsotving"or“iin- 
OUt proving learning 

onH and performance" 

caDU (whatever this 

)linc Hugh* mean) can be 

_______ taught in a know- 

1 ledge vacuum. 

Problems are not “context- 
free" and good teachers have 
always ensured that their stu¬ 
dents have had. irrespective of 
the subject, to think their way 
through difficult issues. 

Was Lear a “man more 
sinned against than sinning"? 
What were the causes of the 
English Civil War? Ought the 
pursuit of retribution to have 
any place in a modem theory 
of punishment? What are 
these if not problems? Will not 
the struggle to find “solutions" 
to them develop intellectual 
security and flexibility? 


O f course it will. I 
shudder, in fact, to 
contemplate the ba¬ 
nality of the “problem-solving" 
and “team-building" exercises 
which might reduce the explo¬ 
ration of such issues in some 
future curriculum. 

I dread, too. the prospect of 
a world which has forgotten 
that “self-reliance” and “flexi¬ 
bility" are not the only or 
perhaps even the key virtues. 
It is not only science that 
teaches patience and humility. 
To submit oneself to the disci¬ 
pline of learning a foreign 
language is to learn very 
quickly something very impor¬ 
tant about what Iris Murdoch 
called “tire soft, fat ego". The 
world is not something nebu¬ 
lous out there, floating free, 
waiting for our latest opinion. 
It is something hard and real 
and an education which does 
not teach the young that 
nothing is achieved without 
patience and self-discipline is 
an education that is not worth 
having. 

77ie author is Her Majesty's 
Chief Inspector of Schools. * 
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A fresh line on drugs 


T he Government should ap¬ 
point a royal commission to 
examine the nature of Brit¬ 
ain’s drug problem and 
make recommendations. The “war” 
against drugs may or may not be 
being lost there is disagreement even 
about that, but this is certainly one of 
the classic cases for a commission. A 
great soda) evil is destroying the lives 
of many young people; there is no 
consensus on the factual basis of the 
spread of this contagion, or on the 
medical dangers of particular drugs; 
there is certainly no consensus on the 
best way to deal with the problem. 
Without an authoritative examina¬ 
tion of the evidence, policy recom¬ 
mendations can only be speculative 
opinions. 

The news from the front is bad. On 
Tuesday Customs and Excise an¬ 
nounced that heroin seizures in 1997 
had increased by 135 per cent against 
tiie previous year; there has been a 
steady rise in heroin seizures both by 
Customs and police for most of the 
1990s. This is the best guide we have 
to the level of importation and abuse. 
It cannot be a precise one. bid it 
seems certain that heroin use has' 
been rising rapidly. There are stories 
of heroin dealers targeting the young 
with free samples and so on; the 
evidence for this is less certain, but it 
seems only too likely to be true. 

There has also been a large 
increase in seizures of cocaine and 
synthetic drugs; the cocaine seizures 
are up by about 80 per cent The 
recently appointed “drugs tsar" Keith 
HellaweU says that “the overall use of 
illicit drugs has plateaued": this more 
optimistic view seems to be true only 
of cannabis, where the seizures, 
though huge, were only slightly up on 
the previous year. Paul Flynn, the 
Labour MP who is the vice-chairman 
of the Drugs Misuse Group in the 
Commons, says that the seizure 
figures show tiie “abject failure" of 
the present policies on drugs, and 
points to the tripling of deaths from 
heroin over the past three years. 

One of tiie benefits of a royal 
commission should be that such an 
inquiry would distinguish properly 
between the different drugs. The 
attraction of these illegal drugs, and 
of many legal drugs as well is that 
they give people a high. The draw¬ 
back is that they present health risks 
or reduce social competence. No two 
drugs have the same effect on the 
mood, and no two drugs present an 
identical risk to health. For instance, 
nicotine is an admirable drug in 


Narcotics policies are failing the young; 
what we need now is a royal commission 
to end our perilous ignorance 


terms of mood alteration — it gives a 
mild lift—and of social competence. 
Cigarette smokers can actually con¬ 
centrate better on their work. Unfor¬ 
tunately it is highly addictive and has 
lethal long-term effects on health. 

One lobby, which has beat led by 
The Independent, wants to take 
cannabis out of the illegal group and 
put it with caffeine, alcohol and 
nicotine. It is not possible to know 
whether this lobby is justified without 
better information about the long¬ 
term effects cm health of using 
cannabis. Some doctors believe that 
substantial long-term use damages 

the brain, but this is _ 

exactly the sort of ___ 

issue a royal com- TT/7^7 

mission could ex- li/ 7/i 

amine in detail. 

There are claims IJ nnc 
made for the drug 
policies of The 
Netherlands where — 

the decriminal isa- 
tion of cannabis is said to have 
reduced the use of hard drugs. 
Undoubtedly one of the dangers of 
including relatively mild drugs in the 
illegal group is that users of these 
drugs are introduced to suppliers 
who are criminals. If, by 
decriminalising cannabis, one could 
separate the large number of canna¬ 
bis users from the much more 
dangerous hard drugs culture, that 
would plainly be a gam. Whatever its 
medical effects, there are hundreds of 
thousands of people who have used 
cannabis, if only in their student 
days, and now hold down responsi¬ 
ble jobs. A royal commission could 
examine the experience of The 
Netherlands in an impartial way. 

Other drugs have different effects. 
Ecstasy can lead to sudden death; 
LSD can produce bizarre and some¬ 
times dangerous hallucinations, and 
can be followed by recurrent inci¬ 
dents of a schizoid character cocaine 
and heroin are both major and 
damaging drugs of addiction. Yet 
even in these cases, there is an 
argument for trying to take them 
bade out of the hands of criminals, 
and treating addiction primarily as a 
medical problem. 


The drugs business is enormously 
profitable, and it is profitable because 
it is illegal. If cocaine or heroin were 
ordinary refined agricultural prod¬ 
ucts. sold In the open market, they 
would be extremely cheap, as cheap 
as any other processed plants. If they 
were cheap, no criminal fortunes 
could be madelrom selling them, and 
no one would have a motive to seduce 
children into addiction. Some people 
would still become addicts, simply 
because the product was inexpensive 
and available, like laudanum in the 
19th century. We cannot tell whether 
this state of affairs would produce 
_ more or fewer ad¬ 
dicts: it would, how- 
’ ever, remove the 

y/Wy criminal profit, and 

, ¥ not drive people to 

l/f/i/r/r aime to w for 

VW\!}L their habit 

GO The average her- 

—. — oin addict is said to 

steal goods worth 
more than £40,000 every year. Some 
police officers, who deal with these 
drug-related crimes, believe that 
universal drug decriminalisation 
would both remove the profit of 
dealing and remove the pressure to 
commit crimes to pay for drugs. 
These arguments should be exam¬ 
ined with an open mind. 

Hard drugs are now available 
throughout the industrialised world: 
tire only countries where they are not 
almost universally available seem to 
be those too poor to pray for them. In 
Boston it is easier for a college 
student to buy dru°s than alcohol; the 
laws restricting drugs are flouted, 
those forbidding the rale of alcohol to 
people under 21 are successfully 
enforced. 

A few weeks ago I was reading the 
local paper in Somerset; it reported a 
crack cocaine case in Midsomer 
Norton. If one can buy crack in 
Midsomer Norton, one can buy it 
almost anywhere in Britain. 

One of the side-effects of the global 
drug business is that it produces a 
complex of corruption, ranging from 
the pretty corruption of local police¬ 
men, through the corruption of 
banking by money-laundering, to the 


wholesale corruption of ministers 
and governments in some countries. 
As with tiie experiment of prohibition 
of alcohol in the United States, the 
prohibition of drugs naturally leads 
to the creation of criminal empires. 
Sixty-five years after the United 
States repealed prohibition, these 
organised crime networks still exist 
ana flourish. Once they have been 
brought into existence by huge crimi¬ 
nal profits, they are extremely diffi¬ 
cult to get rid oL 

The main concern for the Govern¬ 
ment must be the protection of the 
young. The drugs culture is no 
respecter of social class: it is to be 
found in prosperous suburbs as well 
as in inner-dry estates. But the 
opportunities for the drug culture to 
expand are greatest where there are 
few jobs and strong local gangs. 
Some estates in Manchester seem to 
be under tiie virtual control of these 
drug gangs. Strong policing and 
heavy sentences have been tried in 
the United States to break these 
gangs; as a result there are 400,000 
Americans, mostly young and mostly 
black or Hispanic, in prison on drugs 
offences. They have often been sen¬ 
tenced to very long terms. That is 
proportionately more people than are 
in prison for all offences in Britain. 
Tough law enforcement may be 
necessary, but is ran an answer. 

I ndeed the United States is an 
example of how not to deal with 
drugs- The problem has to be 
tackled in social medical and 
educational terms, as well as in terms 
of law enforcement The Americans 
have put too much pressure on other 
nations to imitate their over-simple 
pattern of response. 

Many people fear that any inquiry 
would in some way weaken the drive 
against drugs. Yet Britain’s policy is | 
not working, and it is hard to see how 
a state of ignorance can help to make 
it work. The present polity is not >. 
protecting the young; it is not 
destroying the criminal network; it 
has not prevented drugs becoming 
universally available in Britain. In 
any social disaster on this scale, the 
natural course is to review the 
evidence, listen to the arguments, 
establish the options and suggest 
which might work best That would 
be rational government We cannot 
simply go on sending each genera¬ 
tion of children over the top to take 
their chance of having their lives 
ruined and of being turned into 
criminals. 


Royal targets 

DAME Edna Everage, who delights audiences to her show by 
humiliating individuals in the stalls, picked on the Prince of Wales and his 
sans during a performance in London this week. The Australian 
entertainer, known as Barry Humphries out of frocks, raised the prickly 
issue of his homeland turning republican and then suggested that Princes 
William and Harry might consider appearing in drag. Dame Edna’s 
jocularity at royal expense came during one of the first performances of 
her latest show, produced by Lord _ _ 


Archer of Weston-super-Mare. 
After urging Australia to sack the 
Queen, the antipodean proposed 
herself as the country’s first presi¬ 
dent Dame Edna then complained 
that schools performed only wor¬ 
thy productions such as Shake¬ 
speare and recommended that if 
there be any schoolboys in the 
audience, they should perform 
sketches similar to his outre show 
(Harry has just appeared in Oliver 
and William in 77ie Winter’s Tale). 

Despite being the bun. the royal 
party appeared to enjoy the slap 
stick. The three Princes laughed 
riotously, even at tiie more pointed 
jibes. Hany enthusiastically joined 
in with waving gladioli at the end 
of the show, a Dame Edna tradi¬ 
tion- Afterwards, the group, which 
included Lady Valerie Solti, widow 
of composer Sir Georg, wait 
backstage to meet the cast Harry 
dutching a handful of pulped 
gladioli. 






• IT IS the death of hippydom. 
Wasters are to be banned from 
smoking on Mt Kilimanjaro. The 
Tanzanian authorities have had 
enough of vague-minded adven¬ 
turers floating up the mountain¬ 
side. spliffing up and setting fire to 
vast tracts of land. Harsh , man. 

A new leaf 

HEZZA is to write about the sec- 
oral love of his life. The former 
Deputy PM declared that, after his 
business empire, his trees were his 


great passion. So as soon as he has 
knocked off his memoirs. Michael 
Hesdtine is to write a book about 
his arboretum, which he has spent 
two days a week tending since the 
general election. It boasts 5,000 dif¬ 
ferent spedes in woodland on his 
delightful Northamptonshire es¬ 
tate. “I can’t wait to write a book 
about the arboretum." he tells me. 
“I am lost in my arboretum for 
hours on end. It has been a source 
of great comfort and happiness. It 
is a wonderful form of relaxation. 
It contains thousands of spedes, in¬ 
cluding some from South America 
never grown here before. I am very 
proud of ft.” Indeed. As a friend 
remarks: “1 think he is far keener 
to write this than he is on getting 
down to tiie memoirs.’’ 

• THE open-air production of A 
Midsummer Nights Dream by the 
New Shakespeare Company in Re¬ 


gent’s Park was disrupted — by 
snow. “Bottom is too cold to carry 
on,” says a bedraggled director. 

Rights of way 

THE Duke of Bucdeuch is in dis¬ 
pute with Janet Street-Porter. He 
has been blamed by the Ramblers’ 
Association for supposedly deter¬ 
ring yompers. The group, whose 
most vocal supporter is Miss S-P. 
is cross with the 9th Duke, who 
was once declared "Access Cham¬ 
pion" by the Country Landowners’ 
Association. Ramblers say Buc- 


“What’s so new about 
Cool Britannia?" 


cleuch has “illegally blocked a 
bridleway". The former Tory MP 
has strewn a path connecting the 
village of Little Oakley to Corby, 
Northamptonshire, with “barbed- 
wire fences, a watercourse and a 
cereal crop". Not fair, says the 
duke: “We are discussing this with 
the farmers involved. The estate is 
committed to keeping paths open." 

• GLAM rocker Marc Bolan, bur¬ 
ied in Golders Green after crash¬ 
ing his Mini, is being pursued by 
fans 20 years after his death. 
Christine Price , local grave shovel¬ 
ler. says: "We get a hard core who 
visit the grave and one or two ent¬ 
ries steal the plaque under his 
rosebush. We have to keep a couple 
of spares just in case." 

Rodin’s return 

RODIN’S erotic masterpiece. The 
Kiss, is to return to Lewes, 95 years 
after it first arrived by horse and 
cart from the sculptor's Paris stu¬ 
dio. Last time, it was not too popu¬ 
lar. The Bostonian Edward War¬ 
ren. who commissioned the sculp¬ 
ture. stipulated that male genitals 
be modelled in entirety, which 
went down badly with denizens of 
the Sussex town when Warren dis¬ 
played the work in the town hall. 
Warren and his friend Edward, 
who ran a refuge for young men. 




mm 




were attacked by a Miss Fowler- 
Tutt. She feared it might “inflame 
the passions" of soldiers. It was 
taken back, ignominiously. to War¬ 
ren* stable block. The Tate, which 
boujjht it in 1953, is now lending it 
for six months for a millennium ex¬ 
hibition. But 95 years on, the town 
seems little more taken with Rodin. 
“The costs are enormous," says 
John May, the organiser. “It’s be¬ 
come a bit of a white elephant 
around our necks.” 

Jasper Gerard 


Economies 
that are 
all at sea 

Magnus Linklater 
on how islands can 
manage alone 

T he Army pulled out of St KikJa 
this month. To the sounds of a 
tape-recorded bugler, the last 
military detachment dosed the base 
that has been used ever since the 
original islanders were forced to 
abandon their Atlantic home in 1930. 
This most remote outpost of our 
British Isles is now. offidally. aban¬ 
doned- All that remains as a memori¬ 
al to the fortitude of its inhabitants is 
the old street of tumbledown cottages, 
a ruined church, and the birds — 
fulmars, puffins and gannets _— 
which once provided the people with 
their slender livelihood. 

Abandoning a once-inhabited 
place is always a sad affair, a defeat 
for human endeavour and enterprise. 
Driving north, as I have just done, 
through the deserted glens of Caith¬ 
ness and Sutherland, is a melancholy 
reminder that these remote areas 
were once full of people. Popular 
mythology has it that the inhabitants 
were cleared out by rapacious land¬ 
lords, more interested in sheep than 
crofters. The harsher truth is that 
their marginal economy was always 
a gain st them. The biggest emigra¬ 
tions took place long after the 19th- 
century Clearances, when the lure of 
better jobs and a decent standard of 
living elsewhere proved irresistible. 

The drift alas, continues. Further 
south, the standard complaint is 
about housing expansion and the 
erosion of the countryside. But in the 
Hebrides and the far north they 
worry about too few, rather than too 
many, people. A recent conference on 
unemployment in the western islands 
heard some depressing statistics: a 40 
per cent drop in the population of 
Harris since the 1951 census; the 
number of full-time jobs in the 
Highlands down by half in a decade; 
industries like weaving and fishing 
on the decline. Small may indeed be 
beautiful, but too small, it seems, 
means death. 

And yet. as the conference 
organisers pointed out some places, 
just as remote; are doing well. There 
is expansion in parts of Skye and 
Lochalsh: one or two speakers used 
the word “boom" when they talked of 
Orkney and Shetland. Analysing tiie 
success and failure of island econo¬ 
mies is worth a dutch erf PhDs, and 
these last few days. spent in Orkney, 
have reversed some easy preconcep¬ 
tions. For instance, the idea that the 
people most likely to emigrate are 
those without jobs seems not to be 
true. The ones who leave are usually 
those who have begun to make a 
success of their lives, and are looking 
to expand — the very people that 
islands most need- One or two 
communities, where there has been 
heavy investment in new industries, 
have actually seen their populations 
fell. Other places with more modest 
economic prospects have experienced 
a small but steady gain. 1 

A case study in contrasts emerges 
from two neighbouring islands to the 
north of mainland Orkney: Wesrray 
and Papa Westray. Westray (average 
population around 700). is the bigger 
of the two, and has done weU in 
exploiting its natural assets. Good 
farming land, a thriving fish process¬ 
ing business, and a developing 
interest in tourism has meant a 
distinct improvement in its standard 
of living. But its very success has 
meant that those responsible have 
found the island too small a base 
from which to operate. Larger fishing 
boats need bigger harbours, tourism 
can be better run from Orkney’s 
capital, the mechanisation of farms 
means tiie number of employees has 
been reduced. Over the past few 
years, 90 people have left the island — 
its population has dropped to 610. 

P apa Westray (population 60). 
has focused on what is known 
as the community co-operative, 
encouraging those with small busi¬ 
nesses to form part of a close-knit and 
self-supporting group. Its strength 
derives from this combination of 
skills rather than the success of 
individhial enterprises. 

The key elements that hold people 
together are traditional — a good 
local school, a lively range of com¬ 
munity activities, and a mix of 
smallscale jobs. One councillor said 
that he had changed his views 
entirely about the priorities for an 
island population: “f used to put 
employment at the top of the list," he 
said. "Now it's school, community, 
pid only then jobs. People who are 
looking to move will tend to bring 
their jobs with them. What they want 
to know first of all is whether it is the 
kind of place they want to be part of." 

One extra ingredient is stUl badly 
needed: managerial skill. To run an 
island co-operative well needs tiie 
kind of ability that any successful 
smafl business requires. Papa 
w^tray suffered a recent setback 
wnen one family left to return to the 
mainland; that threatened to 
destabilise the entire island. What 
Orkney's council has begun to recog¬ 
nise is that investing in people is 
every bit as important as attracting 
»nnmnt or subsidising jobs, 
wed rather have someone with 
management skills than yet another 
oeernorn carver," was one dry com¬ 
ment I heard. 

it’s a lesson that may be deeply i 
familiar m the- boardroom of 
Samsbury’s or Marks & Spencer. It 
^ould also be tiie best way of 
* e ti-agedy of another 

abandoned island. 
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INTO THE MINEFIELD 


Blair embarks on a difficult Middle East tour 


pSSLfiur 0 ^ Spent j mmersed ^ Ulster, the 
Prime Minister might think that he deserved 

a respite from diplomatic dilemmas. Tony 

u but h > xense tour of Middle 
East over the awning few days is not of the 

same order but threatens to be no less 
delicate than the time he spent in Stormont 
J" J ***■ , he has an even more awkward 
task. The Northern Ireland issue is at least 
structured around one dear if stark division 
Over the next few days Mr Blair must dance 
around three separate but interconnected 
lss U e u thfferent perspectives of Western 
and Arab states on questions of democracy 
and freedom; the internal friction within 
Arab nations between secular and theologi¬ 
cal factions and the continued Arab-Israeli 
dispute over the course of the peace process. 

For understandable reasons, this last 
element — the Arab-lsraeli conflict — has 
captured the headlines. This would not 
necessarily have been the case had Robin 
Cook’s recent tour of the region not taken on 
the explosive quality that it did. The Foreign 
Secretary has hardly left the best of 
atmospheres behind him. The Prime Min¬ 
ister will not want to court the same 
^controversy in Israel and - for all the 
■ bargaining that has surrounded his sched¬ 
ule — this element may prove a surprisingly 
amicable exercise. His time spent in Jordan, 
a country with which Britain has long 
enjoyed close links, will be easy. In both 
Saudi Arabia and Egypt, however, he will 
encounter testing territory. All of Mr Blair’s 
tact may be needed. 

For a year now relations between Britain 
and Saudi Arabia, usually amicable but 
always vulnerable to sudden disruption, 
have been put in a state of limbo by the 
arrest and imprisonment of the two nurses, 
Ludlle McLauchlan and Deborah Parry, on 
murder charges. This affair has not been 
handled well on either side. "Hie Saudis 
failed to anticipate the adverse reaction that 


would be ignited in Britain. Many in this 
country have responded to die controversy 
with unhelpful and inaccurate attacks on the 
Saudi judicial system and the Islamic 
principles that stand behind it. Now that 
tempers have cooled somewhat, both Gov¬ 
ernments want a solution that will preserve 
honour all round. Mr Blair has a real 
opportunity to move that process forward. 

Matters in Egypt will be more conten¬ 
tious. In recent years. London has become 
the centre of intrigue for the Arab world. 
Numerous organisations that seek the 
overthrow of long-established authorities 
throughout the area — inducting at least IS 
groups who in effect endorse terrorism — 
are now based here. These are not, on the 
whole, attractive people nor are their 
democratic credentials credible. Their pres¬ 
ence and political activity has especially 
infuriated the Egyptians who, as the Luxor 
massacre last year so tragically dem¬ 
onstrated, are engaged in a bitter struggle 
with such fanatics. Six months ago President 
Mubarak publicly accused Britain of being a 
haven for Islamic terrorism. He will be even 
more blunt with Mr Blair in private. 

This is an exceptionally testing matter. 
Arab nations can legitimately point to our 
own anger at countries that have harboured 
IRA suspects. But Jack Straw has promised 
that British law will be changed so that 
conspiracy to commit acts of terrorism 
abroad from our soil will become illegal. He 
will also stamp out fundraising in Britain for 
terrorist activities overseas. He has stoutly 
refused to issue a blanket ban on incitement 
to terrorism for fear that it will infringe our 
historic respect for free speech. The tine 
between incitement and conspiracy is in¬ 
evitably uncertain. The Government is still 
right to seek the distinction. This will not be 
a remotely popular message with President 
Mubarak. Mr Blair may find he encounters 
his fireworks in Cairo rather than Tel Aviv. 


A PAY HOLIDAY 


Bold moves to boost VauxhaH’s British future 


In the 1970s, pay scales, wage rates and 
incomes policies were the staple diet of 
political discourse. Now that wage determ¬ 
ination has been almost completely 
privatised, it takes a lot for a pay story to 
earn a place on the first few pages of a 
newspaper. But the announcement that 
Nick Reilly, the chairman of Vauxhall, is 
promising to forgo his £160.000 salary for a 
year pour encourager les autres, has made 
the grade today. 

Its curiosity value arises mainly from its 
context. At a time when directors’ pay has 
been rising some four times faster than 
average earnings, when utility bosses are 
pilloried for their salary packages, when 
executives seem to be paid as much for 
failure as for success, there is some 
satisfaction in seeing a chairman try the 
power of example. 

rt. To trade unionists, this may look like a 

-v stunt. Mr Reilly will still win performance 
bonuses and receive options this year. He 
will hardly go penniless — and he may even 
make up the difference next year. But while 
it may turn out to be a futile gesture in a 
difficult pay negotiation, it is not a com¬ 
pletely empty one. The chairman will 
undoubtedly be £160.000 worse off for now, 
his directors will also suffer a pay cut and 
department heads’ salaries are frozen. 

The intention of all this frugality is to set 
an example to a workforce that is being 
pressured to accept a tough three-year pay 
deal. Vauxhall employees have been offered 
just 15 per cent this year, and a rise 
matching inflation for the succeeding two 
years. In other words, there will be no real 
wage increase for three years, whatever 
improvements are made to productivity. 


But the climate in which Vauxhall’s UK 
subsidiary exists is a hostile one. Britain’s 
geography and strong currency count 
against it Mien it is compared with other 
European sites. Europe itself is not a -great 
success for General Motors. Vauxhall's 
parent, when set against die Far East 
Vauxhall’s two plants, in Luton and Elles¬ 
mere Port, may genuinely face closure 
unless Mr Reilly can persuade his American 
bosses that costs can be held down. 

To that end, his bold gesture may win over 
a few hearts and minds on the factory floor. 
British industrial relations have long been 
plagued by an “us and them” culture, in 
whuh management and workers have seen 
each other in confrontation. But the best 
companies have understood what should 
have been obvious to any student of human 
nature: that employees feel more loyal to 
managements that are human rather than 
remote, egalitarian rather than elitist and 
prepared to take their share of restraints 
urged upon workers. 

Army officers have always known not to 
expose their soldiers to any danger that they 
would not undergo themselves. Leading 
from the front is a fine way to ensure loyalty, 
motivation and cooperation. That is not to 
say that all chairmen should henceforth 
have a salary-free year, nor that exe cut ives 
do not deserve to be paid a good rate for the 
job. But Mr Reilly’s gesture is an imagina¬ 
tive contribution to a tense and difficult ne¬ 
gotiation. The unions at Vauxhall should 
bury their cynicism and accept their chair¬ 
man’s act in good faith. If they do. Mr Reilly 
will doubtless survive and prosper — but so 
will the plants on which all their jobs 
depend. 


ART AND ABUSE 

Are the works of a sinner tainted by his sin? 


Eric Gill was a visionary and innovative 
artist, whose sculptures and bas-reliefs 
broke new ground in their economy and 
simple, sweeping lines. A designer whose 
talents are forever linked with his un¬ 
cluttered typeface, his most famous com¬ 
mission was the series of tableaux that now 
hang in Westminster Cathedral to mark the 
stations of the Cross. An inspiration to the 
devout and a testament to his own spiritual¬ 
ity. these sculptures are now a cause of 
anguish for Catholics. For it has recently 
emerged that their creator's life was stained 
by a sin that our generation finds peculiarly 
difficult to forgive. Are the works of a sinner 
tain ted by his sin? And if so. do the tableaux 
‘ have a place in the House of God? 

Years after his death in 1940. biographers 
have revealed what was once known couy to 
his close associates: Gill was a man of 


jus sexual appetite, whose partners 
id not only his sisters but even his 
; daughters. A radical who spumed 
lion, he justified his behaviour by 
riding a new. liberated order that 
transcend traditional rules, 
ts have often escaped public censure 
ground that they live by different 
But incest and paedophilia break 
$ strictest taboos. How, it is now 
can objects intended to inspire 
ion and spirituality be dissociated 
rvulsion at Gill’s lifestyle? 
tier periods such conflicts would have 
inch reduced. Athenian democrats 
maissanoe princes employed sculp' 


tors as they did carpenters or masons. The 
artist was prized, well paid and even traded 
between states. If he were a pushy individ¬ 
ualist in ancient Greece or a devil-worship¬ 
per in the Celestial City he might have 
problems. But if his personal behaviour 
foiled the local morality tests he would not 

Today, however, we live under the shadow 
of the Romantic movement art is the 
manifestation of the artist’s mind; paintings 
and music are windows on the soul. Add to 
that a culture in which the daily private lives 
of artists are much less private and the 
concerns of the Catholic protesters are 
understandable enough. 

Many great artists in history would suffer 
the censure of modem moralists. From 
Caravaggio to Michelangelo. Dali to Benja¬ 
min Britten, the men who produced pro¬ 
foundly spiritual works have led lifestyles 
long considered sinful by the Church. 
Should all works of the promiscuous, the 
cruel, the intolerant and the deviant be 

removed from public view? 

Gill’s critics argue that he is particularly 
troubling because of his place not in a 
museum but in the premier Catholic 
cathedral of Britain. Maybe. Much more 
troubling is the evidence that' too many of 
those who serve the Church today, priests 
and laymen, have been accused of sexual 
abuse against children or have tolerated this 
evil around them. Rather than campaigning 
to remove works of art that in themselves are 
inspiring, protesters would better direct 
tftenmselves against abuse by the living. 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

I Pennington Street. London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 

Straw’s ‘robust’ crime Bill under fire 


From the Earl of Longford 

Sir. The Home Secretary’s article. 
“Crime and old Labour’s punish¬ 
ment” (April 8). contains, as one 
would expect from an intelligent and 
high-minded man, many points of 
substance. I am not concerned here to 
argue the detailed merits of the Crime 
and Disorder Bill: insofar as it makes, 
prosecution easier it could be helpful 
to society. But the heading of the arti¬ 
cle will horrify anyone with serious 
concerns for justice in the penal field. 

I was chairman in 1964of a commit¬ 
tee set up by Harold Wilson, then 
Leader of the Opposition, to draw up a 
plan of penal policy. It contained six 
members of the subsequent Govern¬ 
ment, whose penal record was equal 
to anything in our history. It included 
the abolition of capital punishment 
and the introduction of parole. 

It is simply no use Mr Straw pre¬ 
tending that he has arrived at a new 
penal policy as a result of personal en¬ 
lightenment He is of course aware 
that the present Government has con¬ 
tinued the revolutionary approach of 
Michael Howard: “prison works”. As 
a result the Home Office has reckoned 
that the numbers in prison will have 
doubled between 1993 and 2005, in 
spite of no official expectation of an 
increase in crime. 

In recent Lords' debates no one not 
officially instructed has said a word in 
favour of Mr Straw’s policy. The judi¬ 
ciary and the Churches are equally 
opposed to it 

I am an obsequious follower of the 
present Government, but 1 can only 
hope that a good Christian tike Mr 
Straw will have gained new wisdom 
from his Easter observances. 

Yours faithfully, 

FRANK LONGFORD. 

House of Lords. 

April 9. 

From Mrs Nicky Padfield 

Sir, Jack Straw explains what pleases 
him most about the Crime and Dis¬ 
order Bill: not simply the content of 


Lottery contradictions 

From Mr Gerald Oppenheim 

Sir. Marjorie Wallace. Chief Execu¬ 
tive of SANE (letter, April 13). raises 
issues about the fending priorities of 
the National Lottery Charities Board. 
It is all too easy to make simple com¬ 
parisons between different organisa¬ 
tions which have or have not received 
grants. 

The Charities Board gives grants to 
help those at greatest disadvantage in 
society and to improve the quality of 
life in the community. The grants to 
animal charities have been made be¬ 
cause of the benefits they bring to peo¬ 
ple, including those with learning dif¬ 
ficulties and mental illness, who can 
gain self-confidence through caring 
for animals. 

Nobody should doubt that the 
board takes mental illness seriously. 
So far. £41 million has been awarded 
to projects helping people with mental 
ill-health. 

This is part of 14,000 grants, worth 
£817 million, made by the board to a 
wide range of organisations. Cherry- 
picking examples Is not fair on those 
under scrutiny for providing a partic¬ 
ular service. 

Of course, those organisations not 
yet successful in getting a grant can 
apply again. 

Yours faithfully, 

GERALD OPPENHEIM 
(Director, UK and 
Corporate Planning), 

National Lottery Charities Board, 

St Vincent House, 

16 Suffolk Street, SWIY 4NL. . 

April 14. 


‘Managed’ church 
attendance figures 

_From Bishop Suffragan of 
Maidstone 

Sir. Ruth Gfedhill-tells us confidently 
(April 13) that the Church of England 
is embracing “modem management 
techniques... in a desperate attempt 
to halt the decline in attendance”. 

In my five years as a bishop and 15 
or so on the General Synod I am not 
aware of any “desperate attempts” to 
halt decline in attendance. No major 
synod reports or debates have directly 
addressed attendance decline, apart 
from one written with regard to the 
Church's outreach to children. The 
Decade of Evangelism was an idea 
that emanated at the last Lambeth 
Conference from African bishops, 
who are mainly working in areas of 
strong numerical growth, and is pri¬ 
marily about priorities in the life of 
the Church. It did not stem from any 
English desperation. 

To be honest, I rather wish there 
was a more desperate mood in the' 
Church with regard to making con¬ 
verts. The Decade of Evangelism has 
never been characterised by such 
feelings. Our churches are still 
dominated by a pastoral mentality. 
Too many of us seem to be content to 
minister rally to those who already 
want to come. The vision of an out¬ 
going national Church is fading fast 
However, the numbers situation is 
more hopeful, and complex, than sim¬ 
ple talk of decline would suggest 
First the Diocese of Canterbury has 
recorded (modest) attendance growth 
over the last three years. 1 doubt if we 
are unique in this. 

Secondly, studies in our diocese and 
in the Diocese of Wakefield suggest 
that tiie number of altenders on any 
given Sunday is only about 40 per cent 
of the total number of people who 
worship regularly. This is why the 
Church of England is thinking again 
about the sorts of statistics it should 
publish. 

Yours etc. 

tGAVIN MAIDSTONE. 

Bishop's House, Pett Lane, 

Charing. Kent TN27 0DL 
April 13. 

From Mrs Judy Kidd 

Sir. Might there possibly be a link 
between a decline in customer num¬ 
bers of the Church of England and the 
secular interest in business organisa¬ 
tion. value for money and brand 
image of “our" product? 

Youis faithfully. 

J. A KIDD 

(Head of Religious Studies). 

Wycombe Abbey School. 

High Wycombe. 

Buckinghamshire HPH 1PE. 

April 14. 


Lords reform 

From Mr W. S. Affleck 

Sir. Lord Campbell of Alloway (letter. 
April 6) suggests that it would be in 
order for members of the House of 
Lords to oppose a Bill for the reform of 
their House. 

A justification for a second cham¬ 
ber. as he points out, is that it should 
provide a longstop to prevent legisla¬ 
tion which is against the long-term in¬ 
terests of the country from reaching 
tiie stature book. To fulfil this function 
tiie second chamber must not be the 
rubber-stamping creature of the cur¬ 
rent Government 

If the Bill which ultimately comes 
before their lordships significantly 
com pro mises that ability and inde¬ 
pendence they should indeed seek to 
frustrate its passage. 

Their lordships will then no doubt 
be accused of a self-serving attempt to 
preserve their privileges, particularly 
if the Government chooses to present 
a simple Bill to unseal hereditary 
peers with no other reforms. Their 
lordships would then need to recog¬ 
nise the distinction between protecting 
the function of tire second chamber 
and blindly protecting its present 
composition — and comport them¬ 
selves accordingly. 

Yours sincerely. 

W.S. AFFLECK, 

Barley Hill. Watledge. Nailsworth, 
Stroud. Gloucestershire GL6 QAS. 
I004432430Qcompuserve.com 
April 8. 

From Mr Alan J. Kennard 

Sir, According to a 1954 publication by 
the Hansard Society, a select commit¬ 
tee on tile House of Lords, known as 
the Rosebery Committee, reported in 
1908 that “the numbers of the House 
within recent years have increased so 
largely that some reduction for leg¬ 
islative purposes is expedient”. 

At that time the House of Lords had 
a roll of606. an increase of 20 per cent 
over the previous 25 years; h now has 
about 1,200 members, with another 30 
or so likely to be created shortly. 

The same committee also came to 
the conclusion that it was undesirable 
that the possession of a peerage 
should itself give the right to sit and 
vote in the House of Lonis. 

If a newly reformed House of Lords 
has 600 or more members, as is wide¬ 
ly mooted, it would still have been too 
large in the eyes of Lord Rosebery. 

Yours truly, 

ALAN J. KENNARD. 

4 Ashburnftam Close. N2 0NH. 

April 6. 


Letters should cany a daytime 
telephone number. They may be 
foxed to 0171-782-5046. 
e-mail to: tetters@the-times.co.uk 


Social security claims 

From the Director General of 
Age Concern England 

Sir, The Government's retreat on re¬ 
ducing the back-dating of social secur¬ 
ity benefit claims from three months 
toone (report. April 7) will be welcome 
news to everyone campaigning 
against poverty, including those of us 
working lo improve older peoples in¬ 
comes. 

More than one million of the poor¬ 
est pensioners did not claim up to £1.7 
billion in benefits in the period 1995- 
96. This is because they do not realise 
they are entitled to do so. or because 
they cannot cope with the complicated 
array of forms, or sometimes because 
they feel ashamed to ask for benefits. 

When Age Concern advisers per¬ 
suade or assist older, particularly dis- 


Human Rights Bill 

From Mr Michael Bartlet 

Sir. Members of the Religious Society 
of Friends seek to affirm that there is 
something of God in everyone. The 
secular counterpart of that affirma¬ 
tion is the recognition of tire universal¬ 
ity of human rights. The current 
amendment seeking to exempt the 
Churches from the provisions of the 
Human Rights BilL (letters. February 
5 and March 6) would undermine that 
very universality. 

The amendment is unnecessary,' in 
that Article 9 of the European Conven¬ 
tion on Human Rights explicitly safe¬ 
guards the right to freedom of 
thought conscience and religion—in¬ 
deed the protection of religion and re¬ 
ligious traditions from the encroach¬ 
ment of the State is atthe heart of the 


the Bill, but the fact that “it is rooted in 
the experiences of local communities”. 

The Government may be proud of 
the foci that it now listens to people's 
fears, but it also has a duty to try to 
understand the causes of crime and 
the implications of the measures it 
proposes. Will the Home Secretary’s 
constituents not tell him that so-called 
“robust” legislation is no substitute for 
investment in education, in criminal 
justice agencies and in soda] services? 

The causes of youth crime must be 
tackled by “restoring hope and 
opportunity”. Adding further draco¬ 
nian complexity to the sentencer's 
armoury may give Jade Straw plea¬ 
sure, hit it does not protide a 
solution. 

Yours faithfully, 

NICKY PADFIELD. 

FitzwDltam College, 

Cambridge CB3 0DG. 

April 8. 

From Mrs D. M. Forbes 

Sir, The logical next step after Jack 
Straw's apologia for deferring to die 
concerns of local communities is a re¬ 
turn to the death penalty. This would 
be very popular among the people 
whose opinions (and votes) he values 
so highly. 

He seems to forget that whereas the 
constituent in his surgeiy can relate 
only his personal experience, “pres¬ 
sure groups” (presumably such as 
Nacro or Liberty) are made up of peo¬ 
ple who have spent years in dose, 
everyday contact with both victims 
and offenders. They have the educa¬ 
tion and (raining which enables them 
to evaluate alternative means of deal¬ 
ing with both in a constructive way. 

Home Secretaries should not reek 
popularity and easy, short-term solu¬ 
tions. 

Yours faithfully. 

DOROTHY FORBES. 

59 Wheelers Lane, 

Kings Heath, 

Birmingham BI3 0SE. 

April 8. 


From Miss Carol McKeamey 

Sir, Peter Riddell f A winner whatever 
the odds”, April 6) is right to expose 
the contradictions in Labour’s taxa¬ 
tion policies. The proposed National 
Lottery tax is a regressive tax. Lower 
income earners spend proportionately 
more on the lottery than those with 
higher incomes. 

What are hailed as new areas of 
spending are. in reality, renamed 
areas of previous spending. Hun¬ 
dreds of millions of pounds were 
spent on new technology m schools by 
the former Manpower Services 
Commission and the Department of 
Employment, including training 
through the Technical Vocation Edu¬ 
cational Initiative. 

Millions more were spent through 
educational grant funding from the 
Department for Education and Sci¬ 
ence and later the DfEE. Most 
education authorities had their 
information technology training 
centre advisers and technicians. The 
fact that the curriculum of some of our 
pupils is supported by information 
communication technology and for 
others it is not is the result of school 
management inertia. 

Whilst we all might agree that 
spending in these areas is desirable, 
this has always been counted as main¬ 
stream government spending. Talcing 
money from the National Lottery is 
dishonest and an unfair taxon the less 
well off. It’s pickpocketing — again! 

Yours, 

CAROL McKEARNEY. 

21 Walk Wood Rise, Beaconsfield. 
Buckinghamshire HP9 ITU. 

April 6. 


abled people to claim, the increased 
income improves their mobility and 
independence considerably, for exam¬ 
ple by enabling them to buy a few 
hours of home help or a taxi to go 
shopping. 

It is reassuring that the Govern¬ 
ment has listened to those of us who 
opposed the time-limit reduction, and 
we hope that their nine area pilot 
studies will make a start in improving 
benefits take-up. What is needed, 
however, is a nationwide initiative to 
ensure that older people receive all the 
benefits to which they are entitled. 

Yours faithfully. 

SALLY GREENGROSS. 

Director General, 

Age Concern England. 

Astral House, 

1268 London Road. SW16 4ER. 

April 7. 


convention. 

Such an amendment could send a 
message that the Churches which 
have been at the forefront of protec¬ 
tion of human rights would wish to ex¬ 
empt themselves from fundamental 
human-rights standards. It would set 
a precedent for other groups which 
might seek to exempt themselves from 
the provisions of the Act 

The rule of law depends cm the 
equality of everyone before the law. 
The present amendment would offend 
against that principle. 

Yours ever. 

MICHAEL BARTLET 
(Parliamentary Liaison Secretary), 
The Religious Society of 
Friends in Britain, 

Friends House; 

173 Euston Road. NW12RJ. 
michaelb@quaker.org.uk 


How Nazi spies in 
US lost their cover 

From Mr Leslie Thomas 

Sir, You are right in suggesting (re¬ 
port and leading article, April 9) that 
the landing of German agents in the 
United Stares in the early days of the 
war was loaded with farce. 

While researching for my 1989 
book. Orders For New York, a 
fictionalised version of the events, 1 
was given access to the FBI files in 
Washington. 1 discovered from them 
that during their “familiarisation 
training" the would-be spies marched 
around the German countryside sing¬ 
ing American songs, much to the 
mystification and concern of the 
inhabitants. 

Having almost drowned upon land¬ 
ing from the submarine off Long Is¬ 
land. the agents tramped across the 
dunes to Amagansett station where, 
despite the alarm being raised, they 
travelled on the Sunday morning 
train to New York. A second party, 
which landed in Florida, simply walk¬ 
ed up the beach and waited for a bus 
into Jacksonville. 

Georg Dasch. the leader of the 
enterprise, had great difficulty in giv¬ 
ing himself up. After several abortive 
calls he had to wait several hours in a 
Washington hotel before the FBI ar¬ 
rived. 

Six of the party, as you report, went 
to the electric chair. However, the FBI 
chief made the most of his triumph. 
The youngest spy. aged 18. had a tooth 
extracted the day before his execution. 

Dasch, having served only a short 
prison sentence, returned to Ger¬ 
many. where at one time he was em¬ 
ployed as a barman at a US service¬ 
men’s club. He was known as 
“George the Spy." 

Yours faithfully. 

LESLIE THOMAS. 

The Walton Canonry. 

The Close. 

Salisbury. Wiltshire SP12EN. 

April 14. 


After the affair 

From Mr Alan J. McKay 

Sir, I write to congratulate Bill Frost 
on his article. “The aftermath of the af¬ 
fair" (features, April 8). which ad¬ 
dressed the difficult issue of marital 
infidelity. 1 thought that he handled 
this matter with sensitivity, percep¬ 
tion and honesty. 

Perhaps unwittingly, he identified 
several important issues for our 
society in which stable, happy, life¬ 
long marriages have become the 
exception. Central to his argument is 
the fact that his marriage, and 
perhaps many others, did not survive 
infidelity. The bond of trust on which 
marriage depends is always — and 
usually irrevocably — altered by 
unfaithfulness. 

Every marriage passes through un¬ 
stable periods and when complete 
mutual trust is compromised, the 
marriage becomes vulnerable. 

It was illuminating that when Mr 
Frost tried to return to Jane, his lover, 
this relationship failed again because 
the past record of both partners had 
eroded their confidence in one an¬ 
other. 

I would contend that the erosion of 
trust which infidelity induces within 
marriage has a parallel in promiscu¬ 
ity outside marriage. I have no doubt 
that our society would benefit from a 
resolute affirmation that promiscuity 
is never “casual", and has permanent 
detrimental effects on all subsequent 
trust-based relationships. 

Yours faithfully. 

ALAN J. McKAY, 

33 Lubnaig Road. 

Glasgow G43 2RY. 

April 9. 


Junk in the post 

From Dr Sue Atkinson 

Sir. 1 have received a second-class let¬ 
ter from the Inland Revenue (complete 
with a pro-paid first-class reply en¬ 
velope) asking me to pay them a bal¬ 
ance of £0.01. 

Yours faithfully. 

SUE ATKINSON. 

3a Court Farm Road. 

Mottingham, SE9 4JH. 

April 14. 

From Dr Georges Ware 

Sir, My junk mail includes an in¬ 
creasing number of CD-Rom compact 
discs sent by hopefel Internet service 
providers. I now have over 50. collect¬ 
ed since last autumn, and wonder if 
any reader can suggest a use for them. 

I have tried using them as beer mats 
but they are not quite flat 

Yours faithfully, 

GEORGES WARE, 

85 Cranbrook Road. 

Bristol BS6 7BZ. 
georges.wareQbristoLac.uk 
April 15. 

From Dr John H. Greensmith 

Sir, Our postman recently delivered to 
a neighbour a yellow plastic duck, the 
son you play with in the bath or shoot 
at the fairground. Unencumbered by 
wrapping, it had the addressee on its 
wing and a stamp on its bottom. 

You can't do that sort of thing with 
email can you? 

Yours faithfully. 

JOHN GREENSMITH. 

36a North Street, 

Downend. Bristol BS16 5SW. 

April 14. 
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KENSINGTON PALACE 
April IS: The Duke of Gloucester. 
Commissioner. English Heritage, 
this morning aaencfed a Commis¬ 
sioners’ meeting at Fortress 
House, Savile Row. London Wl. 
ST JAMES'S PA1ACE 
April 15: The Duke of Kent. Cofonet- 
in-Chief. The Royal Regiment of 
Fusiliers, and President, the Comm¬ 
onwealth War Graves Commission, 
today attended a Reinterment Cere¬ 
mony at Monadiy fe Preux. France, 
for Royal Fusiliers who gave their 
lives in World War One. 

Captain Dominic Hampshire was 
in attendance. 


THATCHED HOUSE LODGE 
RICHMOND PARK 
April 15: Princess Alexandra this 
afternoon visited Villa Soft Drinks 
Limited Parsons Industrial Es¬ 
tate. Washington, and was re¬ 
ceived fay Her Majesty's Lord- 
Lieutenant of Tyne and Wear 
(Colonel Sir Ralph Carr-Ellison]. 

Her RoyaJ Highness, Patron, 
Fairbridge, subsequently visited 
the Walker Riverside Centre, Pot¬ 
tery Bank. Newcastle upon Tyne, 
and later attended a Reception 
given tv Fa irb ridge at the 
Gosforth Park Hotel. Newcastle 
upon Tyne. 


School news 


Arnold School 
Blackpool 

The Summer Term begins today 
and ends on July 5. This term’s 
events include: a visit by Lord 
Shutlleworth. Lord-Lieutenant of 
Lancashire, on Aprif 21: the faying 
of the Foundation Stone for the 
Centenary Complex by Sir Martin 
Ho Id gate. Chairman of Gov¬ 
ernors. on April 21: Inaugural 
Arnold Lecture by Dr M. Smith 
OA. Nobel Prize Winner, on April 
21: opening of New Schcoi Book 
Shop by Yvonne Coppard on April 
23: Oxbridge' Dinner. Pembroke 
College. Cambridge, on April 25: 
Founders Day Service at Holy 
Trinity Church. Blackpool, on 
May 5: Founder’s Day Piano 
Recital by Peter Donohoe on May 
9; Music for a Summer's Evening 
Concert on May 12: School Sports 
Day on May li Reception for U6 
pupils and parents on May 14: 
Reception for parents and pupils of 
the new September intake on June 
17: Parents’& Friends' Family Day 
at Cilenridding on June 21; Lower 
School Play on June 23 & 24; Sixth 
Form Ball on June 26; Parents' & 
Friends’ Summer Ball on June 27. 
The Junior School will hold its 
Prize Giving on June 26. 

During the summer holiday the 
Annual CCF Camp will take place 
at Warcop: the Duke of Edinburgh 
group will be visiting Scotland and 
the Geography Department will be 
doing fieldwork in Switzerland. 
Arnold School. Blackpool is a 
registered charity which exists for 
the education of children. Charity 
No 526679. 

Canford School 

The Summer Term began on 
Tuesday. April 14. The Summer 
Open Day will be on Saturday. 
May 16 between IOam and 4pm. 
Canford has made the following 
awards For September 1998. many 
provided by the Assyrian Frieze 
Fund: 

16* Awards 

KIR Andrews. SE Boyns. KL Dixon. 
CLKtruLACMeggy. 

13* Awards 

Ballard Lake JJ Wooldridge 
Brambleiye REC Dewhurst Broad- 
stone Middle M-L Sharp; castle 
Court: BD DodweU. AK Grant- 
Braham, MD Jenkins, SS Ketterlng- 
nam, Sa Mills. EL Molr. JW van- 
Ma/ien, SE Wilkes; ChaJVn Grove 
jlk rapte Dorchester Prep: ORW 
Jeffery; Dulwich Prep; GE Scragg. 
Dumpton: HM chlslen. AJR Cottam; 
Durlston Court: K-M Andrews: 
Edgeborough: CL Pothecary; Forres 
Sandle Manor. TRL Ashton. SA 
Owen: Great Ballard: ka Lee; Hordle 
Wathoropion: KL Glnnvtlle. GS 
Lewineton: Knighton House: ka 
N oon;PembrokeHouse; JA Low; Pon 
Regis: U weathertll: Salisbury 
Cathedral: o Lyon: St Michael's 
Tawsiocte TP Norris; Twyford; CK 
Baylis. wl Vickers West Hill Park: 
SRF Ashton. RF Tolley, westboume 
House: AJ Moztey. 

The Old Canlbnlian Society would 
be particularly interested to hear 
from former pupils with whom it 
has had no recent coruacL 


Dean Close School 
Cheltenham 

The Trinity term begins today. 
George Lane is Captain of Cricket 
and Selina Dowry is Captain of the 
Girls' Tennis. There will be an 
Open Morning on May 2. At Prize- 
Giving on May 23 the Guest of 
Honour will be Mr David Pickard. 
General Director of OMF, who 
will also preach at the Service of 
Commemoration of Benefactors on 
May 24. Mv Fair Lady is on May 
21. 22. 23. Music for a Summer 
Evening on June 13 and the Jazz 
Band will play at the Pump Room. 
Cheltenham, on June 28. The 
Leavers’ Service will be on June 25 
and term ends on July 3. 

The King's School, 
Canterbury 

Summer term began on Tuesday. 
Mrs AL George, currently 
Housemistress at Churchers Coll¬ 
ege, has been appointed Senior 
Mistress with effect from Septem¬ 
ber I. Mr Peter Stone OKS and the 
Rev Roger Marsh have been 
elected to the Governing Body. The 
Choral Concert will be held on 
Saturday. April 25. An OKS 
Gaudy (leavers 1976-1981) will take 
place on May 16 (oontaa the OKS 
Administrator on 01227 595669). 
King's Week, the annua) Arts 
Festival, begins on Thursday. June 
25 (the programme will be pub¬ 
lished and available from the 
School Box Office). The Commem¬ 
oration of Benefactors Service will 
be held on Thursday. July 2 when 
the Preacher will be Father Domi¬ 
nic Milroy OSB. Speeches will be 
held in the Shirley Hall. 

Oakham School 

Summer Term at Oakham School 
begins today. Confirmation takes 
place on Saturday, May 9. The 
Leavers* Service will be hdd on 
Saturday. June 2D. The Oakham 
School Symphony Orchestra’s 
Summer Concert is on June 12. The 
Big Band will be performing in die 
Oakham Festival on July 2 and the 
school play this term is the musical 
She Loves Me from June 28 to July 
1. Old Oakhamian Day is hdd on 
Sunday, June 28. to which families 
are warmly invited. Please contact 
Jon Wills (01572 758748) for Further 
details. 

Old Colstonians 

Old Colstonians wQI be most 
welcome to visit the school for a 
reunion on Wednesday. May 20, 
1998. Coffee will be served at 
1030am, followed by guided tours 
and lunch at l.OOpm. The 1st XI 
will play cricket against the Society 
of Merchant Venturers in the 
afternoon. For further information 
please contact the Development 
Office: 0117 958 4852. 
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The Soul of the Rice Fields, Vietnamese water puppet theatre, is being performed by the National Puppet 
Theatre from Hanoi at Riverside Studios, Hammersmith. West London, this week as part of the Vietnam 
Festival of Culture. Water puppetry began nearly a thousand years ago in the rice-growing areas of Vietnam 

Britannia Royal Naval College 


The following officers passed out 
from Britannia Royal Naval Coll¬ 
ege at die end of the Easter Term: 
Direct Graduate Entnr. Seamen 
Sub Lieutenants IRC Alderwlck. 
Lord Wandsworth College. 
Basingstoke; C N Ansel L. The 
Grammar School, Ashby-de-ia 
Zouch. Leicestershire: J E Barton. 
West Kirby Grammar School. 
Wirral: J A BeavLs. Caiisbrooke 
High School. Newport, isle of 
wight: R A Benson. Morrison's 
Academy. Perthshire; p D 
Bfrleson. St Laurence School. 
Wiltshire; DJ Boswell. St Joseph’s 
College. Ipswich: J A Brad bum. 
The Cedars School. Leighton 
Buzzard; M J Camle. Brighton 
College. Brighton; v L 
Carrington. Durrtngton High 
SchooL Worthing: J Coackley. 
Cheadle Hut me High school. 
CheadLle Hu I me M J Cox. St 
Muy's College. Southampton. R 
J Crabbe. King Edward Vl 
College, Tomes. D F croft 
Richmond School. North York¬ 
shire: A w G Deighton. 
Cl ayes more school. Dorset J R 
Dennev, william Parker School. 
Northamptonshire; M j G 
Derrick. Warminster School. 
Wilts; C M Griffiths. 
Gordonstoun School. Moray. 
Scotland: F D HIrons. The Kings 
School. Worcester, L A Khan. 
Matthew Murray High School. 
Leeds: C J Lamb. St Bedes 
Roman catholic school. 
Durham; L J Lawrence. Klrobol- 
lon school. Cambridge; a e j 
U vsey. wells Cathedral, School. 
Somerset: T A MarinL Ysgol 
Glflonydd. Gwynedd: A J 
Marshall. Sian borough Compre¬ 
hensive school, Hertfordshire; M 
. cal School. 
Ipswich: F G McKee. Queen 
victoria School. Perthshire: A J 
Meyer. The Corbet School, 
Shrewsbury: N F H Munro. 
Claverbam Community Collws, 
East Sussex: L D NetherwoocL R A 
A School, Relgate; J M B parkin, 
Clifton College. Bristol; D C 
Plttard, Crofton School, 
Stubblngton. Hampshire: A V 
Richards. Redruth Community 
School. Cornwall; MCE Rider, 
James Allen's Girls School. 
London; A Smith. King Edward 
vi School. Northumberland; Z A 
Watts. Humphry Davy School. 
Penzance: R J Webster. Rossail 
School. Lancs: D J Wright, The 
John Henry Newman School, 
Stevenage. 

Naval College Entry. Seamen 
Midshipmen: C D Armstrong. 
Dollar Academy. Clackraanshire: 
N Bush. Stroud High School. 
Gloucestershire; J A FarrelL Bay 
House. GM School. Alversioke: T 
Hampshire, woodklrk High 
School. Wakefield: I R 
Humphrey. Heworth G ranee 


Comprehensive. Heworth;CNS 
Hurst. Ysgol Ardudwy. Harlech; 
R O Jones. Gillotts School, 
Oxford; P A Koftn, Lenrie 
Academy. Glasgow: R B Melkle, 
Alness Academy. Scotland; C P 
Tomlinson. Carre's Grammar 
School. Lincolnshire. 

University cadetship Entry, 
Seamen 

Midshipmen G E Carpenter. 
Brighton College. Brighton: 1 D 
Feasey. King Edward's School. 
Bath: M J Marriott, City of 
London School. London: G R 
Mawdsley. Merchant Taylors' 
School. Liverpool: P D B Ryan, 
Sherborne school. DorseL 


School, isle of Wight; Sub 
lieutenants C J G Barr, St Joseph’s 
College, Dumfries: A R J 
Blackburn. Lachaber High 
SchooL Fort william; R t 
Cess ford. Kings School. Tyne¬ 
mouth; P S Hunt Sheredes 
School. Herts: A R Ingham. 
Monmouth School. Monmouth¬ 
shire: P R Johnson. Landau Force 
College. Derby; T McCann. 
Lymm High SchooL Cheshire; P 
C O'Shauehnessy. Casriebrook 
High School. Lancashire: M R 
Rushton. Queen's School. 
Bushey. Hens: R Y Wadsworth. 
Fulneck Boys school, west 
Yorkshire. 

University College Entry, 

Mlfshtpmen R C Dyter, CaJItng- 
ton School and Community 
College. Cornwall; C A Mann, 
King Edward VI school. North¬ 
umberland: B P Robshaw. Truro 
College. Cornwall: I H Wyille. 
Dulwich College. London 
Direct Graduate Entry, Engineer 
(Training Management) 
Lieutenants H Ahem. Queen's 
College. Taunton; S Donnelly, 
Shaftesbury High SchooL Dorset; 
P C Evans, Blythe Bridge High 
School, stoke on Trent T R 
Pettigrew, Flmbiti High School. 
Edinburgh: J M Profitt, St Albans 
High School for Girts. Hertfoid- 
shfre; P D Thomson. Lomshlll 
Academy, Alloa. Scotland; P C 
wheadon. . Mtddiefield Lane 
Scbool, Gainsborough. 

Direct Graduate Entry, Supply 
Sub Lieutenants J E Altfen. St 
Cyres School, South Glamorgan; 
F M a rend. Newport Free 
Grammar School, saffron 
Walden. Essex: JRE Barter. St 
Marys School. Dorset: C M Bell, 
Campbeltown Grammar School, 
Argyll; J S Collacon. Ratdiffe 
college, Leicester; P J Coyle, Si 
Michael's Roman Catholic 
College. Leeds: E M Hawthorn, 
Westfield community school, 
Yeovil; D-M Pickard. Queen 
Elizabeth's Grammar School, 
Blackburn; s T Rabenson, Tri nity 


School. Carlisle; s H Sheppard. 
Joseph Whitaker School. Notting¬ 
ham: J B Taylor, Penketh Coun 
High Scbool. Cheshire; DJ 
Drchalloners Grammar School 
Bucks: D C Weeks. The Red 
Maids’ SchooL Bristol- 
Naval College Entry. Supply 
Midshipman / Devan tty. 
Assumption Grammar. Baliy- 
nahinh. 

Direct Graduate Entry. 90 Flight 
Pilots 

Sub Lieutenants s P Barr. St 
Augustine Raman Catholic High 
school, worcs; D J Brewln. North 
Chadderton Comprehensive. 
Lancashire; A w Edwards. 
Eastbourne College. East Sussex: 
5 J Fisher, Oundle School. 

"**•*■■*-"b; T D FI atm an. 

_rammar School. 

Devon; A w Greenwood, St 
David’s, wrexham; K E Halsey. 
Talbot Heath School. Bourne¬ 
mouth; S T Hilton. Garth Hill 
SchooL Berkshire; J J Hughes. 
Banbury School. Oxford; A D 
Johnson. Queen’s Park High 
School. Cheshire; D J Kitteridge, 
Trinity SchooL Croydon; DM 
Lilly, The RoyaJ High School. 
Edinburgh; A G K Neofyrou. 
Turnon Hall School. Derbyshire; 
R j Sambrooks. King Edward VI. 
Camp Hill. Birmingham: C 
Sweeney. Harrogate Grammar 
School, North Yorkshire: d a 
T hompson. King Edward’s 
SchooL Bath. 

Naval College Entry, 90 Flight 
Pilots 

Midshipman D b Griffiths. 
Grosvenor Grammar Scbool. 
Belfast 

Direct Gradnate Entry. 90 Flight 
Observers 

Sub Lieutenants L Hinton. King 
Edward vi Five ways, Birm¬ 
ingham; R J Kennedy. Dalnada 
SchooL Co Antrim; P Mull own ey. 
Woodford Lodge High School. 
Cheshire: A D Stones.Charleston 
Academy. Inverness: J C 
Thomson. Dover Grammar 
School for Boys, KenL 
Naval College Entry, 90 Flight 
Observer 

Midshipmen A C Collins. Hull 
Trinity House, Hull: S T 
Laurence. Coopers school. Kent; 
GAR Renaud. Carres Grammar 
School. Lincolnshire. 

Naval College Entry. 90 Flight 
(Air TrafficCon trailer) 
Midshipman A N C Atkinson. 
Burleigh College. Leicester. 
Internationals Entry 97/3 
Midshipmen R n at Alsari: haa 
A) Balushl; TMMAl BalushL S S 
S A1 Briekl. A Al Farhan, A i A AI 
Fazari. T A Al Gharlb. HAMAl 
Hajeri, S A 5 Al KaabL S M S Al 
Kaabl, A R H Al Khaifl. H M B Al 
KiyomL M Al Obaldl. O M S Al 
Shahyari. M S H Al Yaqoobl. A K 
A AJ ZeedL F B Anokye, M S Azam. 


L Z Bastlan. F N Corbie, R S 
Dauvere. 5 D Galloway. B H U 
Rosainl. b Z a Sahibul. 

pedal Doties Coarse 98/ ] 
Lieutenant J D M Newport. 
Annan Academy. Dumfriesshire; 
Sub Lieutenants: P N Austin. 
Gable Hail School. Essex; D 
Collins. King Edward vn School. 
Leicesien m a Collins. Henry 
Haxbln Secondary School. Dor¬ 
set: S A Conneely. Buxton 
College. Derbyshire; M A cope. St 
John’s College. Southsea; A M 
Donaldson. Pern valley second¬ 
ary Modem, Kent: S M Emms. 
Rushden Boys’ School, North¬ 
amptonshire: S J Flynn. Blue 
Coat Church or England School. 
Coventry: mjh Grav. Quamock 
School. Somerset; P S Hayman. 
Paignton Community Collette. 
Devon; D w Ho are. Green tilll 
SchooL Tenbv: s D Hubbarde, 
Rodborough Comprehensive 
School. Surrey; K Johnson. 
Matthew Arnold School, Oxford: 
P A Jones, indefatigable nst 
S chool for Boys. Gwynedd; A 
Murphy. St George’S School. 
Middlesbrough; J Riley, The 
Plume SchooL Essex; w Stafford, 
Indefatigable NST School for 
Boys, Gwynedd: A W Stephens. 
Ounsdale High SchooL Stafford¬ 
shire: J a Thompson. Boys 
Central School. Grantham; k m 
— indefatigable NST 


Bff 


White. Katherine Lady Berkeleys 
SchooL Gloucestershire; A C 
Wilkinson. Whitworth High 
SchooL Lancashire. 

End of Term Prize Winners 
Naval General Training 
Top SD Candidate: s/Lt w 
Stafford 

Top YO on completion of NGT: 
s/Lt D ward 

Second top YO on completion of 
NGT: S/Lt C Sweeney 
Tod international YO in NGT. 
Midshipman M Azam. Bangla¬ 
desh Navy 

Top YO In Professional Exams 
(Terms I & Zb S/U J Partdn 
Top New Entry YO In Phase I & 2 
Leadership: O/C J Harborth 
TOp YQ In General Naval 
Knowledge Exam: O/C D 
Vincent 

Second highest mark In GNK 

Exam: O/CTK Hume 

Top YO In Trou bridge Division; 

O/CD Vincent 

Academic Courses 

Top YO in Graduate Course 

Exams; S/u C Bull: S/Lt RPettre- 

Top Flight YO achieving over 70 

per cent In academic exams and 

an FSM over 60: S/Li P Hanks 

Top Flight YO In Academic 

Exams: s/Lt P Hanks 

Tap international Officer in 

Academic Exams: Midshipman F 

Mehdi 

Top YO in the Defence studies 
Exam: S/U C Lamb. 


Today’s royal 
engagement 

The Duke of Kent, as Coiond. 
Sente Guards, will attend a recep¬ 
tion al foe Drill HaH Horeeferry 
Road. London. SW1. to mark the 
association between the Sons 
Guards rod the London Scottish 
Regiment. 

Birthdays today 

The Queen of Denmark celebrates 
her 58th birthday today. 

Lord Aba’conway. 85; *** ^ 
Keith Angus, former domestic 
chaplain to The Queen, 69: Mite 
Jenny Bacon. Director-General. 
Health and Safety Executive, 
Miss Joan BakewelL broadcaster. 
65: Lord Carneys. 55; Sir Douglas 
Frank. QG former Deputy Judge 
of the High Court. Queen’s Bench 
Division. 82; Miss Lynne Franks, 
public relations consultant. 50: Sir 
John Harvey-Jones, former chair¬ 
man, 1CI. 74; Mr Michael Him, 
former Chief Constable. Leicester¬ 
shire, 60: Sir Geoffrey Johnson 
Smith. Mp. 74: Mr Richard Law¬ 
rence. Editor. Leading Notes, 52; 
Professor Margaret Maden, 
educationist, 5& Miss Ruth 
Madoc, actress. 55; Mr P.I. Mar¬ 
shall, former chairman. Ocean 
Group. 71; Miss Ccnchira Marti¬ 
nez. tennis player, 26; Mr Spike 
Milligan, author and comedian. 
80; Sir Geoffrey Owen, former 
Editor, Financial Times, 64; Mr 
Martin Owen, former chief exec¬ 
utive, NatWest Markets. 52; Mr W. 
George Purdy. Chief Scout 5b; 
Judge Rant. QC, Judge Advocate 
General, 62; Sir John Robson, 
former diplomat 6& Miss Con¬ 
stance Shaddock, opera singer, 85; 
Dr W.T. Steam, botanist 87: 
Professor Barbara Tizard. FBA. 
educationist 72; Sir Peter Ustinov, 
actor, dramatist and film director, 
77; Mr Frank Williams, managing 
director. Williams Grand Prix 
Engineering. 56. 

Anniversaries 

BIRTHS: Sir Hans Sloane. phy¬ 
sician and naturalist Kiilyieogh. 
Co Down. 1660; Sir John Franklin. 
Arctic explorer, Spilsby. Lincoln¬ 
shire. 1786: Anaiole France, nov¬ 
elist and critic. Paris. 1844; Wilbur 
Wright pioneer of aviation, 
MiMUe, Indiana. 1867: Sir 
Charies (Charlie) Chaplin, actor. 
London. 1S89: Sir John Bagot 
Glubb (Glubb Pasha), commander 
of the Arab Legion 1939-56. Pres¬ 
ton. Lancashire. 1897. 

DEATHS: George VUIiers. 2nd 
Duke of Buckingham, statesman. 
Kirkby Moorside. Yorkshire. 1687; 
Francesco de Goya, punier. Bor¬ 
deaux. 1828; Marie Tussaud, 
founder of the waxwork exhibition. 
London. 1850: Si Bernadette of 
Lourdes, Nevers. France. 1879; 
Samuel Smiles, social reformer. 
London,1904. 

The Duke of Cumberland’s forces 
defeated the Jacobite Soots at die 
Battle of Culloden. 1746. 

The communist Khmer Rouge 
seized Phnom Plenh, capital of 
Cambodia. 1975. 

Mr Tony 
Bambridge 

A memorial service to celebrate the 
life and work of Anthony M. 
(Tbny) Bambridge. managing edi¬ 
tor of The Sunday Times, will be 
held on Tuesday, April 21, at St 
Bride’s Church, Fleet Street 
London EC4, at noon. 


Luncheon 

Consular Corps of London 
Lord Parkinson. Chairman of the 
Conservative Party, was the guest 
of honour at the monthly luncheon 
of the Consular Corps of London 
held yesterday at the Hyatt 
Carlton Tower Hotel. Mr Law¬ 
rence Landau, president, was in 
the chair. 


marriages 

Mr S.M. Bcangfe ^ 

and Miss PJ.S. paersen 
The engagement is announced 
between Simon, son of Mr and 
Mrs Richard Beaugfe. of Ashfort, 
Kent rod Pamela, daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Torben Raersen, of 
Richmond, Surrey. 

Mr J-M. Bcnkert 
and Miss H.E. Walter 
The engagement is announced 
between Jules, son of Mr and Mrs 
Michael Benken. of Esher. Surrey, 
and Helen, daughter of Dr and 
Mrs Michael Walter, of 
Eastbourne. East Sussex. 
MrM.N.C.Hty 
and Mis CL Thompson 
The engagement is announced 
between Mark son of Judge and 
Mrs Charles EUy. of Cbokham 
Dean. Berkshire, and Caroline, 
younger daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Tim Thompson, of Stoke Bishop, 
Bristol- 

Mr D.G. Murray 
and Miss CA. Fidd 
The engagement is announced 
between David Gerard, son tn Mr 
and Mrs Gerard Murray, of 
Heston, and Catherine Ann. 
younger daughter of Dr and Mrs 
Frank field, or Kede. 

Mr RJP. Pockney 
and Miss A.E. Sharp 
The engagement is announced 
between Richard, elder son of Mr 
and Mrs Pfcnrhyn Pockney. of 
Inkpen. Berkshire, and Antoinette, 
eider daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Anthony Sharp, of Wivetsfield, 
Sussex. 

Mr E-S.M. Popp 
and Miss LP. landless 
The engagement is announced 
between Eric, son of Dr and Mrs 
Serban V. Popp, of Trvetshafi St 
Margaret Norfolk, and Lucinda, 
youngest daughter of Mr and Mre 
Ian Landless, of Duns Tew, 
Oxfordshire. 

Mr S.N. Stourion 
and Miss VJ. MScbefl 
The marriage will take place 
shortly of Simon Stourton. of 
Humehall. By Kelso, to Valli 
Mitchell, of Joiners Cottage. 
Hume. 

Mr P. Wbetter 
and Mite K. Weldon 
The engagement is announced 
between Patrick, son of Mr and 
Mrs J.M.W. Whelter. of 
Headington. Oxford, and Kale, 
daughter of Lieutenant Colonel 
and Mrs A.F. Weldon, of 
ChkJdingfy, East Sussex. 

Marriages 

Mr NJ. Dent 
and Miss J.R. Hargraves 
The marriage took place on April 
11, at St Peter* Church. Bolton, 
between Mr Nicholas Deni, elder 
son of Mr and Mrs John Deni, of 
Yam. and Miss Julia Hargraves, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Chris 
Hargraves, of Bolton. 

Mr P.N.B. Kennedy 
and Mis A.M. Sample. 

The marriage took place on 
Friday. April 3. at the Church of Si 
James. Paisley, of Mr Peter 
Kennedy to Mrs Annabel Sample, 
n6e Madden. 

Mr G. Robertson 
and Mrs P. Cullen 
The marriage took place on 
Saturday. April 4. at Cawdor 
Parish Church, between Mr 
Gordon Robertson and Mrs 
Philippa Cullen, rfee Grant. 


Latest wills 

James Southwortfa, retired textile 
manufacture, of Sawley. Clitheroe. 
Lancashire, left estate valued at 
El 390.820 net ^ 

Nellie Ormerod, of Penrith. Cum¬ 
bria. left estate valued al El . 237.522 
net. 

She ten El.000 each to imperial 
Cancer Research. British Heart 
Foundation. Methodist Home for 
the Aged, Bridge Lane. Penrith. 
Methodist Local Preachers Mutual 
Aid Association. Rickman‘worth, 
and All Salms church, water- 
millock. near Penrith. 
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IT anyone mm* boast, let Urn 
boast of tun that he under¬ 
stand* and acknowledge* 
me. For I am tbe Lend, I show 
unfailing love, I do Justice 
and rJsSi* on tbe eaxtb. Jere¬ 
miah $ s 24. 
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EX-SERVICES MENTAL 
WELFARE SOCIETY 


We honour hose who gave their 
Sves tor our tartry But wtat ot nan 
» 4 w stared the same horronsnd 
swwnied -Dtor muds shattered. 

The Ex-Sennces Mental Wflare 
Society cares lor man ad women trooi 
Dw servees witn varying degress ot 
mert* flnesa n our cornaiettam 
homes and Rferans home 
Adulation no* or a legacy later 
wM help mesa who haw gnen refr 
most preoua eph a«er Me rtsdi 

COMBAT STRESS 

Hcatu Hem Saeaty 

*■**•*« swig WLKsimm sasas 
j wv 


14 million 
neoule, 
from ifie 
Army. Navy 
and 

Air Force, 
need you. 


SSAFA URGES BOP ItfBS VBLi 

Help provide, in your area, friendsh: 
support, that is the debt we owe to a 
serving and ex-Service men, womer 
their families. You need to have son 
time, patience to listen, maturity, coi 
sense and tfie commitment to unders 
and assist those who have problems 
may be distressed. 

PbOBC Ann Needle on 0171 403 8783 
or write to her at 

SSAFA Forces Help, 2f 

19 Queen Elizabeth Street, 

London SEI 2L.P 

RegisteredCtariiy Numlwr 2 107«j Ea IMS 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































^Obituaries 


MICHAEL WEITZMAN 


MAURICE STANS 


Michael Weitzman. 
Reader in Hebrew at 
University College 
London, died on March 
21 aged 51 after a 
thrombosis. He was born 
in London on 
Jnty 26,1946. 


F rom childhood Mich¬ 
ael Weinman showed 
a genius for Semitic 
languages. He devot¬ 
ed a lifetime’s study to them. 
He cultivated them not merely 
Tor their own sake but as a tool 
Vio unlock the hidden back¬ 
ground and meaning of the 
Bible. 

Unusually, however, he was 
not only one of Britain's lead¬ 
ing biblical scholars, but also 
an outstanding mathemati¬ 
cian. The two disciplines com¬ 
bined made him a relentless 
opponent of theories that pur¬ 
port to find messages of con¬ 
temporary relevance encoded 
in the ancient Hebrew Bible 
text. Weitzman was too courier 
ous a scholar to brand them as 
“rubbish". But on grounds of 
statistical theory alone he dis- 
missed them as'untenable. 

Given the prominence of the 
topic in the current bestseller 
lists, and its adoption by 
fundamentalist polemicists, 
his work inevitably pushed 
Weitzman into the limelight, 
especially within the Anglo- 
Jewish community. And al¬ 
though he took to public life as 
reluctantly as a duck takes to 
snow, he never dodged contro¬ 
versy when it was thrust upon 
him. His ultimate allegiance 
was to truth rather than to 
religious doctrine. 

That made him a unique 
and beneficent figure on the 
current Anglo-Jewish scene. It 
is riven between fundamental- 


Frances MacCurtain. 
voice specialist died 
on March 26 aged 6L 
She was born on 
October 12.1936. 

IN A life devoted to under¬ 
standing the human voice. 
Frances' MacCurtain worked 
as a speech therapist pioneer¬ 
ed training methods, helped to 
design scientific apparatus 
and founded Voice Power, an 
executive voice-training com¬ 
pany. Her wish was to foster 
global awareness of the need 
to speak dearly, concisely and 
convincingly under stress, and 
she helped to identity the 
factors impeding effective 
speech. She was never afraid 
to challenge clients’ fears or 
rigid attitudes, consistently in¬ 
spired them with her enthusi¬ 
asm and often had a powerful 
effect on the whole of their pro¬ 
fessional and personal lives. 
v Frances MacCurtain was 
bom in Belfast but grew up in 
England. Dissuaded by her 
businessman father from be¬ 
coming an actress, she quali¬ 
fied as a speech therapist at 
the age of 23. Her particular 
interest was the stammer. 
Working in Manchester in 
IQoO she met and married 


ist orthodoxy and a growing 
stream that is open to the 
scholarship and the social 
trends which surround it. 
Weitzman was almost alone in 
bridging that doctrinal gulf . 

deepened as it is by strong 
emotional commitments. 

He himself was a devoutly 
practising Jew. That should 
have put him in the funda¬ 
mentalist camp. Bur his alle¬ 
giance to scholarship made 
him ready to lecture to any 
audience, whatever religious 
label it tied to itself. And he 
both lectured to and acted as 
an external examiner to the 
Leo Baeck College, the London 
seminary for non-orthodox 
rabbis. 

For daring to defy the cur¬ 
rent orthodox conventions, 
Weitzman found himself 
banned by an ultra-orthodox 
rabbi in Edgware. where he 
lived and worshipped, from 
publicly reading from the 
sacred biblical scrolls during 
Saturday morning services. 

Weitzman’s courage and in¬ 
nate strength made him flick 
away the martyrdom now on 
offer. He found a more open, 
though still orthodox, congre¬ 
gation in which to act as 
cantor and scroll reader. And 
he continued to the early end 
of his life to serve scholarship 
fay teaching all who wished to 
learn, no matter their religious 
or secular allegiance. 

Michael Perry Weitzman 
was bom into a family with a 
strong commitment to both 
Jewish scholarship and com¬ 
munal life. His father. Adrian, 
was a preparatory school 
teacher, and the family are 
distantly related to two Israeli 
Presidents. Chaim Weizmann. 
the first holder of that office, 
and Ezer Weizman, its present 



occupanL A child prodigy, he 
was winning prizes from an 
early age. 

By die age of 16 he had 
passed his A-Tevels and won a 
scholarship in biblical He¬ 
brew and classics to St John’s 
College. Cambridge. He had 
to wait a year before taking it 
up. which he did in 1963. 

Four years later he graduat¬ 
ed with a double firsL In 
between he scooped up most of 
the prizes on offer in his field, 
twice winning the Wright 
Prize. A year after graduating 
at Cambridge, he added a first 
class degree in mathematics 
from London University. 


He thought of becoming an 
actuary. But the pull of biblical 
scholarship proved too strong, 
and he took up a lectureship in 
the department of Hebrew 
studies at University College 
London. Some ten years later 
the financial demands of 
bringing up a young family in 
London proved a strain on his 
lecturers salary, and Weitz¬ 
man left University College to 
work as an actuary. But the 
work bored him and within six 
months he was back at his 
university post which had 
been kept open for him by a 
far-sighted professor. 

' As an academic he never 


FRANCES MacCURTAIN 



Tony Connor, a poet They 
had three children, but she 
continued her clinical work 
and began lecturing at Man¬ 
chester Polytechnic. 

Fn J979. after divorcing and 
remarrying, she took a second 
degree in phonetics at Univer¬ 
sity College London. She also 
led a three-year project to 


investigate laryngectomy 
measurement at Middlesex 
Hospital. 

Two years on, she became 
the first person in Britain to 
receive a doctorate in the field 
of speech sciences- From this 
work she developed an inno¬ 
vative procedure to photo¬ 
graph and measure foe vibra- 


LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES 


tions of the vocal folds. For the 
first time the medical world 
could actually see the voice 
functioning. 

With characteristic drive, 
she also, within that year, 
contributed to force technical 
papers, appeared on Tomor¬ 
row's World, lectured at Col¬ 
umbia University, foe Ameri¬ 
can Speedi and Hearing 
Association and the Royal 
College of Surgeons, worked 
part-time at the department of 
human communication sd- ; 
ence, at University College- 
and continued her project at 
foe Middlesex, ft was a 
frenetic period and she looked 
bade on it with delight 

MacCurtain loved children 
and had a strong interest in 
their development In 1985 she 
received an honorarium to 
design a voice clinic at Great 
Ormond Street Hospital, and 
she went on to be an honorary 
consultant speech scientist 
She was also honorary re¬ 
search speech therapist at foe 
Royal Marsden and took part 
in foe Crampton Voice Re¬ 
search Programme in Toron¬ 
to. 

Continuing her research, 
she worked with IBM techni¬ 
cians on the design of a 
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[O01LB15SCT, ilLASTAX* 
EL OmutalK Chalet 21, lla- 
Menaxca. Spain. 25 Hay 
- paidcolw to GooUna, 3o- 
n. 22 Twtar Street. London 
OJJ illi LD 15ll > I““ 


LEGAL NOTICES 


fta Waiter of F LEINEB 5 COM¬ 
PANY LOOTED 

In the Hauer of the laeoleency 
Act and Bole* 1986 
ictoidaoca with Bole 4-206. 
MeNyn Milan Carter and Joan 
UM Venell, of Carter Bocfcer 
ler. KOI Bourne, tUghgare HH1. 
loo. NIP SOU. giee notice that 
IS Hatch 1996 are wm ap- 
led Joint lignidaiore try neo¬ 
ns ol ambers 
re la hereby given that the 
lion of the above named com- 
t which U being wotancufly 
lid opt an reg aire d, on Or be- 
the 24 April 1996 to and in 
r full rhrisrian and anmamae, 
r sddraeeee and deocrtpHons, 
particulars of ibair d ebt* o r 
nM and the tmme a and a dd rea r 

<f their Solicitors (H anyV to 


LEGAL NOTICES 


MCDnMOTT SUBHAHNE CABLE 
SYSTEMS LOOTED 
m members*volowt abv uqoi. 

DATIOf* 

L Graham RitcMo of Eraat h Bhang 
Ten George Strut Edinburgh, HH2 
2 DZL hereby five notice that on 31 
Hanh 1998 John Chari** Jeffrey 
p-wtwew and I wen appointed 
/eda HqoHaMna of the above 
named company. 

NOTICE IS HHSEBY GIVEN that 
the creditors of the above compa¬ 
ny are required, am or before 31 
Hay 1998.10 rend their full nome# 
and addteseae and paniealom of 
»wr debt! or cl a hna to me. gra¬ 
ham Ritchie of Bmor h Young. Tan 
George Street, Edinburgh. EH2 
2 EE. and If eo mquhnrf by notice in 
writing Inn me are. perennially err 
hr rheir eoUdton. ID com* in and 
move their debta of claim at rush 
time and place an aboil be opec*- 
Oed hi eoch notice. «r in daCaab 

thereof they will bo eacladad from 
the benefit of any dtattSmtfcm 
— before each debt* are 
plowed. 

sated: 31 Harsh 1998 
c-be KStchie 

Joint Liquidator ■ _ 

Note: all known uatflttna nave 
bean or will be paid in fun, but If 
any peraona co n akta r they have 
-i.Im .ytee the company (hay 
vbauld I m ran detail* forth¬ 
with. 


IW11U TO UUUM1UU8 
Ana cam noons eatPcunicM 
nc 

COMPANY NUMBER: 2935916 
NOTICE IS HEREBY OVEN puree- 
ant to B ectlo n 96 of the I n ooiw- 
cy Act 1986 that a m eeting of 
I creditor* of (he aboe* compear 
will be held at (he office* of Hoorn 
Stephana Booth White, 1 tarn 
Hm London 8CZA lOf on Ibe 
1401 day of April 1998 at 12JD0 
noon for Ike pia poee of having a 
f*n ■moment of the yoatrt o n of 
the 11 wi|i ml— affair*. ugrOnr 
with a Hot ei credban of the com¬ 
pany and lira acttnmtad amount of 
thetr dolma, laid before theta, and 
for the pnrpooo, if thought Ol. of 
nominating a Uquhtotot and of ap¬ 
pointment a liquidation cwirenH - 
lee. ReeoMtioue to be (atom at the 
mi rltrg may inrlnde a inealutioa 
opacifying the trnma on whtak <h* 
liquidator la to bo remunerated 

ami the moaHnfl may recei ve bit m- 

matfam abom, a*" be rmllad wpcm to 
oppaove, the coat* of preparing the 
■ mi ill —— o< affair* aed oo n ven- 
mg the meeting. 

To ba radtled KO uidllOli 

moat lodgeafnll atniemen a of ac- 
aonnt and uni— cla i m i n g ! —■ 
gib they moat oleo anbadt a pnaf 
whmh anna be lodged no later 


N HAT FBararry SERVICES LMTT- 

ED 

Kegfasered number: 2881622 

EOBEBT G. HI CONS A rlmlntm* - F ormer company Um(lXai Hat 
Tj tor of the evtate of <*. SreHtag Hip- Pmpmcy hnhn Utad 
_ wins of 2076 K Whlnet. Lee Vegaa, TkndB— ama<« X h> Her Ha p aa f y 
5 Neeaim. DSA la the BUM Of the Sorrlcss Umbad 
" evtare G »etHng Hlggirw de- Nature of bnatnew Property Hatn- 
™ rimr-* AU pe ru a na laving toy taanace and I ra iHtuf ■ irel r m 


vucb Hme and place os 
yedfW d in web notice, 
off thoreof they will be 
from the benefit of any 

, notice la purely formal 



Ate., against (be evtate are re- Ttede HaasUlcnthW<e> 26 
united to present their rl a lm a Data of appoi ntm e n t of a dmhdo - 
within q month after the date of Dative reahu(i> 2 April 1998 
the lot pub l i cation of thin notice. Name of person appointing the ad- 
ChlM moat be purnmril m The atafamda. r*u*i«aiCe> Lloyda 
... Attache ol the gwlna Bonk Pie 

Embassy. WasUmgron DC. DBA fat Joint A dm l ulatia tlve Ba c a i v enr T 
person by the claimant. Infotma- H Marie. H ZHis 
lion will ant be pmeidod by tela- office hoMer oo&Y 8041,1183 
plume. Signed BC. Wggha. 1 Westminster Wry, Oxford OZ2 
Admen. _ On 
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subordinated teaching to re¬ 
search. But he nevertheless 
managed to produce a stream 
of scholarly papers for mathe¬ 
matical journals as well as 
those devoted to Semitic and 
biblical studies. He continued 
to straddle both disciplines 
with papers on such subjects 
as “Statistical patterns in He¬ 
brew and Aramaic Roots”. 

Weitzman also served as a 
consultant etymologist to foe 
Oxford English Dictionaries. 
And when a hitherto little 
known civilisation was un¬ 
earthed at Ebla, in Syria, he 
deciphered its language, and 
then wrote a popular book 
about it with the Anglo-Jewish 
author Chaim Bermant. Seven 
years his senior, Bermant 
remained a friend, and 
Weitzman attended his fune¬ 
ral only two months before he 
himself died. 

For his last ten years 
Weitzman worked on a major 
critical edition of the Peshitta, 
the Syriac version of foe 
Hebrew Bible for early Chris¬ 
tians. Just before his death 
he sent the corrected proofs 
back to Cambridge University 
Press, and it is due for publica¬ 
tion in October. It is expected 
to be his lasting monument 

Weitzman was promoted to 
a readership at University 
College only last year, a pro¬ 
motion that in foe eyes of his 
students and some of his 
colleagues had long been over¬ 
due. But he was a man who 
knew neither grudge nor re¬ 
sentment and his work was 
adorned by a personal modes¬ 
ty that dudes many a lesser 
scholar. 

Weitzman married Anita 
Haimon in 1980 and is sur¬ 
vived by her and their son and 
daughter. 


computer programme for 
speech dinics, which led to foe 
invention of foe IBM Speech 
Viewer. Working in a corpo¬ 
rate environment Mac¬ 
Curtain realised that 
companies might be losing a 
competitive advantage 
through inability to present 
themselves effusively, and 
that her own investigations of 
healthy voices .under stress 
might be applied to this prob¬ 
lem. 

The Speech Viewer and its 
software became an invalu¬ 
able dement of the courses she 
later gave to over5,000 people, 
from captains of industry to 
anxious young managers. 

In 1988 MacCurtain found¬ 
ed VoicePOwer. which com¬ 
bined voice training with 
presentation skills. The cour¬ 
ses she designed were soon in 
demand by large national and 
international organisations in¬ 
cluding BT and SmifoKline 
Beecham. 

Talking to executives in 
language they understood — 
but using theatrical gifts that 
were all her own — she taught 
relaxed breathing and stress 
release techniques. This en¬ 
abled her pupils to remove 
what she described in her 
down-to-earth way as the “vo¬ 
cal hazards: foe urns and ers, 
the gabble and foe drone”. She 
soon built a team of specialist 
coaches, inspiring colleagues 
and students to reach levels of 
excellence they had scarcely 
i m a gi ned. 

Eager to promulgate her 
knowledge and methods, 
MacCurtain formed the limit¬ 
ed company Zarbo early last 
year, and just before her death 
she wrote the script of The 
Seven Ages of Voice for foe 
BBC World Service. 

Frances MacCurfain’s 
prosperous origins and com¬ 
manding good looks might 
have cut her off from people, 
but her iconoclastic intelli¬ 
gence and deep concern for 
people meant that she was 
well liked and well loved. 
Behind her hectic public life 
lay a private world of wide 
reading and meditation. 

She was married and di- | 
vorced twice, but is survived 
by two sons and a daughter 
from her first marriage. 


Maurice Stans. US 
Commerce Secretary 
under Richard Nixon. 

died on April 14 aged 90. 
He was born on 
March 22.1908. 

OF ALL the players m the 
1972-75 political drama known 
as Watergate. Maurice Stans, 
the bag-man for the Republi¬ 
can Party, was the most curi¬ 
ous. As finance chairman of 
the Committee to Re-elect foe 
President in 1975, Stans stood 
at foe centre of the Republican 
money-raising activities, yet 
subsequently denied all know¬ 
ledge that cash was diverted to 
fund a dirty tricks campaign. 

Although investigated and 
prosecuted in connection with 
foe Watergate break-in. Stans 
was never convicted of any 
knowing violation of the law 
with regard to foe scandal. He 
did plead guilty to five non- 
wilful violations of campaign 
finance laws, paid a $5,000 
fine, and then devoted the 
remainder of his life to trying 
to clear his name of foe taint 
associated with Watergate. 

Maurice Stans was the son 
of a Belgian house painter 
who had migrated to the 
United States. While taking a 
business course at night 
school, he obtained a job as an 
office boy for a Chicago 
accounting firm and three 
years later he became a 
partner. 

In 1953 he moved to Wash¬ 
ington to become a consultant 
to Congress, and in 1955 he 
was appointed Deputy Post¬ 
master General, earning a 
reputation for fiscal compe¬ 
tence. In 1958 President Eisenf- 
hower appointed Stans Direc¬ 
tor of the Budget but he re¬ 
turned to private enterprise 
once the Democrats took over 
the White House in 1961. 

Stans re-emerged as a Re¬ 
publican Party player in 1968. 
becoming an active fundraiser 
in the Nixon election cam¬ 
paign. For his efforts he was 
rewarded with foe post of 
Secretary of Commerce, but he 
resigned that office in 1972 to 
spearhead foe fundraising ef¬ 
fort for Nixon’s reelection. 

Stans’s reputation as a 
fundraiser was unparalleled. 
He raised a record $62 million 



and said afterwards foe secret 
was to ask contributors for 
hefty donations. “Nobody ever 
gets offended by being asked 
for too much. People are 
flattered by being asked to 
give more than they can 
afford,” he remarked. 

According to Watergate tes¬ 
timony, it was Stans who 
authorised foe campaign trea¬ 
surer Hugh Sloan to pay 
G. Gordon Uddy $83,000. 
money that would be used to 
finance a dirty tricks cam¬ 
paign, including foe burglary 
at the Democratic Party head¬ 
quarters at foe Watergate 
complex. 

Stans insisted he never 
knew of Liddy’s plan and that 
he was instructed by party 
officials that Uddy was 
authorised to receive money. 

During foe Watergate hear¬ 
ings. Stans pleaded guilty to 
three counts of violating foe 
reporting sections of foe Fed¬ 
eral Election Campaigns Act 
and two counts of accepting il¬ 
legal campaign contributions. 

In a separate case. Stans 
was accused of trying to 
influence foe Security and 
Exchange Commission in ex¬ 
change for a $200,000 dona¬ 
tion from foe financier and 
Nixon confidant, Robert 
Vesco. He was subsequently 
acquitted of that charge. 

After foe White House Wa¬ 


tergate tapes were released, 
Stans wrote that he believed 
President Nixon was schem¬ 
ing to use him as a fall-guy. 
According to his claim, Nixon 
was planning to nominate him 
for an ambassadorship, in¬ 
tending that the controversial 
confirmation hearings would 
draw attention away from foe 
his own wrong-doing at foe 
White House. 

Stans left Washington and 
Republican Party politics in 
1976. settling in California and 
opening a financial consulting 
firm, tn a concerted effort to 
dear his name. Stans wrote 
two books: The Terrors of 
Justice: The Untold Side of 
Watergate (1985) and One of 
the Presidents Men: Twenty 
vears with Eisenhower and 
Nixon (1995). 

In 1992, shortly before the 
twentieth anniversary of Wa¬ 
tergate, Stans took foe re¬ 
markable step of writing to 
more than 25 newspapers 
across foe United States, urg¬ 
ing them to exercise discretion 
in their characterisations of 
him and his role in foe affair. 

Despite NixcnrTs alleged dis¬ 
loyalty to him, Stans raised 
$25 million to build the Nixon 
Library in Yorba Linda. Cali¬ 
fornia. 

He is survived by his second 
wife. Penny, two sons and a 
daughter. 


DADA KONDKE 


Dada Kondke, Indian 
actor and comedian, died 
from a heart attack on 
March 14 aged 69. He 
was born in Bombay in 
August 1928. 

DADA KONDKE was easily 
foe most popular star of 
Indians Marathi language film 
industry, loved by audiences 
for his portrayals of a bumb¬ 
ling subaltern who overcomes 
the handicap of idiocy to 
defeat the forces of evil. 
Kondke'S idiom drew heavily 
upon Maharashtra's popular 
theatre tradition of tamasha, a 
boisterous genre in which 


rudimentary and predictable 
storylines are rendered excit¬ 
ing by melodrama, overacting 
and dialogue replete with 
doubles entendres. 

Bom to a mill worker's fam¬ 
ily in what was then foe only 
Indian city with a proletarian 
culture, Kondke started life 
as a factory hand before 
turning to theatre. He tireless¬ 
ly worked foe tamasha circuit 
in and around Bombay before 
tasting real success in a bawdy 
1964 play by Vasant Sobnis. 
foe noted Marathi playwrighL 

Under the tutelage of foe 
legendary film director Bhalji 
Pendharkar. Kondke made 



With the actress Swapna in the film Aage Ki Soch 


foe transition to celluloid. 
His first film. Tambdi Mali 
(“Red Soil"), was released in 
1969. Donning a pendl-thin 
moustache and his trademark 
loose baggy shorts, which 
appeared perpetually in dan¬ 
ger of coming off. Kondke 
exercised a strong hold over 
working-class audiences in 
Bombay. 

Many of his movies re¬ 
volved around foe travails of a 
country bumpkin forced by 
circumstance to leave his rural 
idyll and enter foe seductive 
yet dangerous terrain of the 
big city. Along foe way. he 
would encounter buxom 
women and sundry villains, 
before finally wielding his 
lathi or stave in a^^speious 
fight for justice. c ‘ w "' i 

Though he was not foe first 
actor to try to adapt the 
tamasha to film, Kondke took 
it to new extremes. His sug¬ 
gestive film titles and risqu£ 
dialogues had cinema halls 
packed. He had a large fan 
following among women. 

Kondke started producing 
films in 1971 with Songadya 
(“The Gown”), in which he 
played a buffoon-like charac¬ 
ter. and soot began directing. 
During the Emergency which 
the Prime Minister, Indira 
Gandhi, declared in 1975. sev¬ 
eral of Kondke'S films ran into 
trouble with the censors, 
among them his 1976 farce, 
Pandu Hawaldar f’Pandu the 
Policeman"), a picaresque ac¬ 
count of an Indian equivalent 
of PC Plod, which was not 
appreciated by authority. 

In recent years. Kondke 
used his considerable popular¬ 
ity to campaign for the Shiv 
Sena, the right-wing political 
party currently in power in 
Maharashtra. Kondke re¬ 
mained a bachelor. 


WIFE-BEATING. 

It is fortunate that we are not often called 
upon to criticize toe administration of public 
justice: When, however, we observe repeated 
instances, constantly increasing in number, of 
a leniency in dealing with a class of crimes 
which, unluckily, bring disgrace on toe 
national character, we cannot avoid pointing 
out the danger of allowing such misplaced 
mercy to grow into a settled rule. Wife-heating 
is a vice almost peculiar to England, and in 
the “good old times,“ when coarse brutality 
was supposed to be charaaeristic of manli¬ 
ness. it exdted scarcely more reprobation than 
those gentlemanly accomplishments, cock- 
fighting and bull-bailing. Bur within this 
present century we have progressed in 
humanity as well its in the material part of 
civilization. 

Every day. however, the reports of our 
police courts and of our criminal tribunals 
still repeat the tale of savage and cowardly 
outrages upon women; and every day we have 
reason to marvel, not without a mixture of 
indignation, at the leniency with which some 
of our Judges (real offences of this kind. 

On Saturday Charles Wesfoorp, a tad, 
powerful man, 24 years of age. described as a 
labourer, was arraigned before Mr Commis- 


ON THIS DAY 

April 16,1872 


A leading artide. based on numerous similar 
cases, called for harsher sentences, regardless 
of sex. to ~reduce the misery of which English 
women of the lower classes have so much 
reason to complain.~ 


sianer Kerr, at the Old Bailey, for an assault 
upon a woman who had lived with him as his 
wife for seme years past When seated with 
drink, the brute appears to have taken it into 
his bead that she was speaking ill of him to a 
neighbour. He followed her into a public 
bouse where she was standing with her child 
— their child — in her arms. He struck her 
twice on toe head: knocking her against the 
wall. and. as she reeled from his blows, struck 
her a third time on the eye, knocking toe 
eyeball from thesockeL The wretched woman 
was removed to the hospital, where the 
surgeons found it necessary to extract toe 


injured eye. Hie learned Judge pointed out 
that in all probability toe prisoner did not 
form toe distinct intention of knocking the 
woman’s eye out when he struck her these 
repealed blows. The Jury declined to find the 
prisoner guilty of feloniously wounding, 
which would have compelled Mr Commis¬ 
sioner Kerr, however leniently disposed, to 
pass a sentence or penal servitude. They 
brought in a verdict of unlawfully wounding, 
and the Judge, with an effusion of many 
moral sentiments, sentenced toe prisoner to 
four months’ hard labour, treating the raw 
merely as one of assault. 

One might suppose from this observation 
that it was oneof an Englishman’s legal rights 
to give his wife a Mack eye. and to do so. mo, 
in a such a reckless way as to inilia by a sort 
of accident a much graver injury. If the law 
empowers a Judge to inflict a severe sentence 
for unlawfully wounding, it is certainly a 
strange policy to inflict a light one on toe 
ground that only a common assault, such as 
husbands are often guilty of, was intended. 
This is surely the way ro encourage toe 
commission of such assaults, and to multiply 
the chances of those horrible mannings 
and disfigurements to which they so often 
lead... 
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■ NEWS ^ . 

Orangemen ‘cannot back deal’ 

■ The Northern Ireland peace agreement suffered a serious 
blow when leaders of the Province’s largest Protestant 
organisation said they could not recommend the deal without 
clarification of key issues. 

The Grand Orange Lodge resisted pressure from hardliners 
to reject it outright and left open the possibility of reconsidering 
if the Government allayed their concerns on prisoners, 
paramilitary disarmament and policing-Pages 1,2 

Mothers tested after HIV scare 

■ Sixty mothers may have been put at risk of HIV infection 

after receiving surgical treatment from a midwife with the 
virus. A special telephone line was opened to reassure 
thousands of women who gave birth at the three hospitals at 
which the midwife has worked since 1988-Page 1 



Homosexual consent 

Tony Blair and Jack Straw have 
joined forces to give MP5 a free 
vote that would guarantee a re¬ 
duction in the age of consent for 
homosexuals-Page 1 

Prisons chief row 

The Home Secretary has told the 
Chief Inspector of Prisons Sir 
David Ramsbotham to stop pub¬ 
licly meddling in policy issues 
amid anger among ministers at 
his outspoken views-Page 1 

No pay for boss 

The chairman of Vauxhall Mo¬ 
tors said that he would forgo his 
£160.000 salary for a year if 
unions agree a landmark pay and 
productivity deal to salvage car 
production at Luton and Elles¬ 
mere Port-Page 4 

People’s network 

The Government is to spend 
£70 million over the next four 
years to tum public libraries into 
a “people's network"-Page 6 

Charity clash 

The charity set up in memory of 
Diana, Princess of Wales, clashed 
with Earl Spencer after he sug¬ 
gested that the £40 million fund 
should be wound up Page 7 

Old boys recruited 

Former boy soldiers, including 
General Sir Peter de la Billfere. 
the newscaster Martyn Lewis and 
the snooker player John Virgo are 
to be recruited to save the Army 
Cadet Force--Page 8 


Happy prisoner 

Charles Bronson, who has spent 
21 of the past 25 years behind bars 
and once threatened to eat a hos¬ 
tage. has pronounced himself the 
“happiest man in the penal 
system"___Page 10 

Sleazebuster plan 

Lord Neill of Bladen, the public 
standards watchdog, is to investi¬ 
gate whether the country requires 
a new “sleazebuster” to police the 
conduct of ministers Page 12 

Prices in euros 

Many British shops, restaurants 
and travel companies will show 
prices in euros along with pounds 
soon after the single currency is 
launched next January. EU offici¬ 
als predicted-Page 13 

Killer medicines 

An estimated 106,000 people die 
in America a year from adverse 
reactions to medication, exceed¬ 
ing file number of deaths from 
diabetes and pneumonia Page 14 

Botha accused 

New evidence emerged alleging 
that P.W. Botha, the former 
South African President, and his 
State Security Council authorised 
the murder of their political 
opponents-Page 16 

Mayor freed 

The popular Mayor of Tehran 
whose detention on charges of 
embezzlement caused widespread 
public anger was freed on 
bail--Page 17 


Historians examine Ashes cover-up 

■ The Ashes which symbolises the struggle for cricket 
supremacy between England and Australia, may not contain 
the remains of an incinerated bail but those of a veil belonging 
to a Melbourne lady. Cricket historians are now being asked to 
believe that there was a mishearing when the contents were 
originally described as a bail-Page 1 
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ACROSS 

1 Sweet nonsense (6). 

5 Surrealist’s courage in grip of 
defeat (8). 

9 Domineering type damaged cart 
with another vehide (8). 

10 Compensation welcomed by 
those who hate TV 7 ? (6). 

11 Wood bound with wire, apt to be 
made ready (8). 

12 An officer with bearing of a star 

( 6 ). 

13 English platoon leader redistrib¬ 
uted rations (8). 

15 Return first-doss io one continent 
or another (4). 

17 Undemanding section of Sea 
Symphony |4}. 

19 Butterflies in girl's hair, perhaps 
( 8 ). 

20 Note indiscretion and pass by (6). 
Solution to Puzzle No 20766 
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Preview: A chance to catch up with 

the careers of those budding doc¬ 
tors (Doctors at Large, BBn 
9.00pm). Review: Peter Banian] 
wonders whether green fingers can 
replace fight fingers on a Patnj^. 
council estate- Pages 46 At 
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A wallaby gazes out on an alien landscape at Knowsley Safari Park, Merseyside. Snow fell in many parts of the country. Page 2 


House boom: Prices in Northern 
Ireland are now rising faster than 
elsewhere in the UK, according to 
quarterly figures from the 

Halifax_Page 25 

Chips: Plunging prices and weak 
demand for semiconductors are in¬ 
creasing the financial pressure on 
LG and Hyundai, two Korean 
manufacturers whose investments 
have been set back-Page 25 

Economy: The Bank of England 
remained split down the middle 
over interest rates in March with 
only Eddie George's casting vote 
preventing a rate rise-Page 25 

Markets: The FTSE 100 fell 30 to 

6074.1. Sterling fell from 107.3 to 
107.1 after a rise from $1.6848 to 
$1.6852 but a fell from DM3.0392 to 
DM3.0286_Page 28 


Football: Chelsea face the classic 
dilemma of European football, not 
knowing whether to put the accent 
on defence or attack, as they try to 
overturn a 1-0 deficit against Vicen¬ 
za in the semi-final of the Cup 

Winners’ Cup-Page 48 

Rugby union: The vital Allied Dun¬ 
bar Premiership match between 
Saracens and Newcastle on Sun¬ 
day will be played before a sell-out 
crowd of 19,700-Page 43 

Cricket Simon Wilde gives a full 
team-by-team guide to the county 
championship, which is starting 
tomorrow-Page 44 

Rugby league: Several former rug¬ 
by league players who are now 
playing union may be lured back to 
appear for the relaunched Wales 
team-Page 41 
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21 Peacemakers tense, we hear? 
That’s natural (8). 

22 Sect to reform into musical 
groups (6). 

23 Concerned with what's tabled in 
parliament, call back (8). 

24 Sat with Sun, perhaps, keeping to 
routine (3-2-3). 

25 Dealer in mflitaiy supplies said to 
be more canning (6). 


DOWN 

2 Wails, having to lay a remarkable 
specimen up (8). 

3 Black barrier surrounding our 
new row (8). 

4 Frenchman's merry, eating coarse 
biscuit (9). 

5 Composed astounding rhyme for 
mid-Lent time (9.6). 

6 Gentlemanly thiefs ways to 
redistribute wealth (7). 

7 Devil’s habitat down under (S). 

8 Flag in Tyne flying for unity (8). 

14 Celebrity in sergeants' mess (9). 

15 Radio set adjusted for a space- 
traveller (8). 

16 Young child given small railway 
and soldiers (8). 

17 Starters in eatery soon chewed 
up followed by fast food (8). 

IS So great to admire people of 
similar kind (8). 

19 Rice dish to stir in stew, adding 
tabasco finally? (7). 

Times Two Crossword, page 48 


HOURS or DARKNESS 


of Scotland out also sunny spelts. 

England and Wales vvitf start frosty, but 
some sunshine In most areas before show¬ 
ers break out in north. The southwest will 
have rain, sleet and ha-snow, and rain will 
spread across tar southern England. 

Tonight the far SE ol England wfll be 
cloudy with rain. The rest of S England, the 
Midlands and S wales wBl become dry and 
cold with frost Wintry showers in northern 
and western areas at first Frost Inland taler. 

□ London, SE, Cents Bigland: Bright at 
first but doudkig over with rain possible. 
Light SW Hind. Ma* IOC (5OF). 

□ E AngBa, Midlands, E, Cent N, NW 
England, N Wales, Lakes, loM. SW 
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Aberdeen 

Angkaey 

AspKria 

Awtemore 

Better 

B irmi ngham 

Bognor R 

Bauman’Hi 

Bristol 

Buxton 

Card* 

Clacton 


Old movies: On Saturday the com¬ 
poser Carl Davis will conduct the 
London Philharmonic Orchestra 
while watching the 1925 silent 

screen Ben Hur--Page 34 

New movies: Director Clint East- 
wood brings a subtle touch to Mid¬ 
night in the Garden of Good and 
Evil, and Woody Alien gets won¬ 
derfully prickly in Deconstructing 
Harry _Page 35 

Hot stuff: Benedict Nightingale is 
mesmerised by Kevin Spacey in 
Eugene O’Neill's bleak, weird, 
massive piay The Iceman Cometh 
at the Almeida-Page 36 

Nights at the opera: Productions — 
of Verdi’s Aida and Philip Glass's 
“digital" Monsters of Grace — are 
pushing back the creative frontiers 
in different ways__Page 37 


TOMORROW 


IN THE TIMES 


■ POP 

Rock legends Jimmy 
Page and Robert Plant 
(left) release their first 
album for 20 years 

■ MEDIA 

Jim Phelan: last of the 
great investigative 
reporters? Plus 
Raymond Snoddy 


Scotland, Glasgow, Argyfl, N Ireland: 

Sumy spells ana showers, wintry over the 
hils. Ught W to NW wni Max 9C (46F). 

□ Channel la, S Wales Clouding over 
with rain becoming Ifkefy. Freshenrig wind, 
SW tf first, then NE. Max 9C (48F). 

O SW England, Rain and NIL snow; drier 
later. Freshening NE wind. Max 9C (48F). 

□ NE England, Borders, Edinburgh, Dun¬ 
dee: Sumy spelts, then showers, wintry 
over Mis. Chi N lo NW wind. Max 8C (46F). 

□ Aberdeen, Cent Highlands, Moray 
Fifth, NE, NW Scotland, Orkney, Shet- 


:: 

Peace lady: While George Mitchell 
was battling to keep the Irish peace 
talks on track, his wife Heather 
was providing vital support and 
giving birth to their son ...Page 19 


Fighting spirit: Dr Thomas Stutta- 
fbrd discusses the vita) role of the 
psyche in combating malignant 
disease, as shown by the work of 
the Bristol Cancer Centre the mys¬ 
teries of lymphoma and of lupus: 
and why red wine reduces the 
likelihood of gallstones—Page 18 


Reviews: Jon Swain salutes the 
idealism of John Pfiger his Hidden 
Agendas: Elaine Showalter on our 
obsessive anxiety about the millen- 
mum. Raymond Seitz on the tapes 
of Lyndon Johnson's Presidency, 
Jad Adams on the child bride of 
Mahatma Gandhi—Pages 38,39 


Bargain breaks: From a villa in 
Gozo to a private estate near Barce¬ 
lona or a Devon cottage - Page 33 


Nodoubt there is a seal of democra¬ 
cy in Russia; there is a President 
and a Parliament When the Presi¬ 
dent nominated Kirijenko, Parlia¬ 
ment said, “njer so he will just ask 
two more times 

Frankfurter Rundschau 
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Into the minefield 

Tony Blair's short but intense tour 
of the Middle East over the coming 
few days is not of the same order 
but threatens to be no less deli¬ 
cate than the time he spent in 
Stormont-—..Page 21 

A pay holiday $ 

The unions at Vauxhall should 
bury their cynicism and arvp j 
their chairman's act in good 
faith-.—Page 21 

Art and abuse 

Rather than campaigning to 
remove works of art that in 
themselves are inspiring, protest¬ 
ers would better direct them¬ 
selves against abuse by the 
living..——Page 21 


WILLIAM REES-MOGG 

As with the experiment of prohibi¬ 
tion of alcohol in the United Stales, 
the prohibition of drugs naturally 
leads to the creation of criminal 
empires. Sixty-five years after the 
United States repealed prohibition, 
these organised crime networks 
still exist and flourish— Page 20 
MAGNUS UNKLATER 
The standard complaint is about 
housing expansion and the erosion 
of the countryside. But in the Heb¬ 
rides and the far north they worry 
about too few. rather than too 

many, people--— Page 20 

CHRIS WOODHEAD 

Basic knowledge of the different^ 
subject disciplines still needs to be 
taught if we want the nod genera¬ 
tion to understand anything about 
anything. “Understanding" more¬ 
over. ought to be the goal—Page 20 


Michael WeKzman, Hebrew schol¬ 
ar, Maurice Stans, Nixon aide: 
Finances MacCurtaln, voice special¬ 
ist: Dada Koncfke. actor— Page 3 


Crime Bill: church attendance 
Nazi spies; Lords reform; National 
Lottery; affairs; social security 
claims; human rights bill; junk 
post---Page 21 




land: Sunny spells, heavy wintry showers. 
OiflkTQ snwv over mountains. Stiff N wind. 
Max 7G (45F), 

□ Republic of Ireland: Sunny intervals 
and showers, wintry and heavy In places. 
Moderate NW wind. Max IOC (50F). 

□ Outlook: Becoming milder, showers 
faflng mainly as rain rather than snow. 
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Sun rises: 
6 03 am 


Sun sets: 
7 58 pm 


4, ^ Moon sets 
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Last quarter April 9 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 
Recycled paper made up 
*1 of the raw material tor 
UK newspapers in the fast 
had of 1997 


Cotwyn Bay 

Cromer 

Eastbourne 

Edinburgh 

Eskdaiemufr 

Exmouth 

Fishguard 

rtJpsosiono 

Glasgow 

Guernsey 

Hayfingt 

Hove 

Hunstanon 
Isle of Man 

bie-ot-wtgH 

Jersey 

Kbikwa 


AJaecto 

AhrotSri 

Alex'cfce 

Algiers 

Amsfdm 

Athens 

B Aires 

Bahrain 

Bangkok 

Barbados 

Barcelona 

EMng 

Beirut 


X 

- 026 
10 5 0 24 
15 050 

6.7 0.38 
IS 0.15 

5.8 002 
62 021 
95 001 

45 044 
106 001 
07 a .47 
3.1 0 46 
53 037 

1.4 0 45 
121 001 

24 0 45 

5.4 072 
56 007 


Oxford 

Penzance 

Poole 


X 

IS 026 


a 46 si 

8 46 9 


Changes lo chart below from notan: Low T drifts away northeastwards and slowly fills Lon 
funs across northern France and becomes slow-moving over the southern North Sea 




B 

46 

9) 

Satoombe 

10 B 

019 

11 

52 

a 

7 

45 

sn 

SauntnSnd 

67 

10 

50 

6 

9 

48 

s 

ScaTOcro' 

2.1 

OBI 

7 

45 

c 

7 

45 

b 

Shrewsbury 

X 

X 

7 

45 

en 

8 

46 

s 

Southend 


0-33 

7 

45 

r 

10 

50 

8 

Southport 

X 

018 

8 

48 


I a 

50 

C 

Snrthsea 

t.l 

028 

7 

45 

sn 

643 

46 


Stornoway 

8.4 

013 

6 

43 

sn 

8 

b 

Swanage 

81 

023 

7 

45 

sh 

7 

9 

45 

48 

r 

s 

Tetanmoufli 

Tenby 

72 

10JS 

0.04 

002 

10 

10 

50 

50 

s 

S 

6 

41 

sn 

TTree 

10 4 

002 

7 

45 

h 

9 

48 

h 

Torquay 

76 

005 

11 

52 

s 

7 

45 

sn 

Tynemouth 



5 

41 

9 






•Ok. Warm fieri j 
-4- CoW front ( 
■4B4. oedudad Bw*t 


ABROAD 


sJ ersey 

uni rraxi— Mas— fnrgnrn g 


Bermuda 

Biarritz 

Bards'* 

Brussels 

Budapst 

Cairo 

Cape Tn 

Cftidiunch 

Chicago 

Cowgne 


Corfu 

Cphaffi 

Dublin 

DutHMrtk 

Faro 

florence 

Frankfort 

Funchal 

Geneva 

Gibraltar 

HriatnM 

Hang K 

Innsfa r ck 

Istanbul 

Jeddah 

Jotxjrg 

L Angela 

L Paffnas 

LaTquei 

Lisbon 

Locarno 

Ltnembg 

Luxor 

Madrid 

Majorca 


17 63 f 
fi 43 I 
7 451 
13 65 Sh 
17 63 9 

11 52c 
9 481 

17 63 c 
3 37 Wl 

18 64 G 
■1 Mai 
24 75 sh 

6 43c 
20 68 s 
39102 s 
X 

13 55 s 

19 SB C 
.7 45 f 

10 50 r 

12 54 s 
3 37 sl 

<2*06 f 

11 52 f 
18 64 f 


Malb'me 

Mexico C 

Miami 

MSan 

Montreal 

Moscow 

Munich 

N Delhi 

N York 

Nairobi 

Naples 

Nk» 

Oslo 

Paris 

Perth 

Plague 

fteykjavfc 

Andes 
Rtode J 
Rlyatti 
fldrna 
SFr’isco 
S Paulo 


19 68 g 

20 66 s 

17 63 I 
28 82 s 
36 79 s 
13 S5 f 

18 64 e 
-2 26 c 
5 41 i 

33 91 b 

13 55 s 
25 77 f 

14 57 f 

15 59 s 
1 34 en 
7 45c 

23 73s 
7 46c 
5 41 i 

21 701 
30 861 
33 91 s 
13 55 f 
10 50 r 

X 


WQimDES 


Sydney 

Tangtef 

Tel Aviv 

Tenerife 

Tokyo 

Toronto 

Tunis 

Valencia 

VancN-w 

Venice 

VI wine 

Warsaw 

Wash-ton 

WsTngten 

Zurich 


TODAY 

Aberdeen 

Avorancuth 

Belfast 

Cardffl 

Dovortport 

Dwor 

Dubfln 

Falmouth 

Greenock 

Harwich 

Holyhead 

HulIAJberD) 

Btracomba 

£&' 8Lynn 


HT PM HT TODAY 

339 3 9 4m 3.8 Liverpool 

e-30 123 1Z0 laAto 

1-12 33 1:37 33 Lowestoft 

9:16 114 932 lu Manas 

51 l®fSdHa«i 

1 B 2 63 1-18 62 Newquay 

1:46 38 2:18 3.7 Oban 

743 4 9 7.5B 4 9 Paruance 

ll ic 68 31 Portland 

nS en 3-0 Portsmouth 

non nn Shorehffln 

8.39 82 0;QQ 8,0 StJ-iiampton 

SI? SI IS 33 

8 41 6 2 8 58 6 0 Tees 

503 50 529 50 W5«yvOrvNare 

Oowncopyrtgriresavad. AttimasGMT Haghtsl 


PM K 

V38 f; 
428 h 

229 f- 

7.41 t 

IS f 
13 ; 

138 ? 
i is i- : 

853 | 

6£5 £ ' 

£30 4- 


TenWJlores at mdday local tJmo on Tuesday X = not avaUAa 


V- - UmBST* LOWEST ; 

rten^Tattwy. Devon, i ic (52F); lowest day mac ABnaftara, Htf*" 1, J 

tewnien. RwaWB,087to.Nghea$unBWn«Aspfltria,CumijflB, I23W 


... 

\0345055055 


Ikavel as many times as you like from £ 49.95 

wm travel insurance arranged by American Express you can takenndtipteiri 

ana a great deal. To enrol call, quoting reference TWA22. 

.... Soto PH 


a year. 


0800700737 


P 


f 


■ # ^ ... 


1 /i *tfl 

























THE TIMES THURSDAY APRIL 16 1998 


23 


MICHAEL WEITZMAN 



MAURICE STANS 



.Obituaries 


Michael Weitzman, 
Reader in Hebrew at 
University College 
London, died on March 
21 aged 51 after a 
thrombosis. He was born 
in London on 
July 26.1946. 

F rom childhood Mich¬ 
ael Weitzman showed 
a genius for Semitic 
languages. He devot¬ 
ed a lifetime's study to them. 
He cultivated them not merely 
A fbr their own sake but as a tool 
gw unlock the hidden back¬ 
ground and meaning of the 
Bible. 

UnusuaUy. however, he was 
not only one of Britain's lead¬ 
ing biblical scholars, but also 
an outstanding mathemati¬ 
cian. The two disciplines com¬ 
bined made him a relentless 
opponent of theories that pur¬ 
port to find messages of con¬ 
temporary relevance encoded 
in the ancient Hebrew Bible 
text Weitzman was too courte¬ 
ous a scholar to brand them as 
“rubbish". But on grounds of 
statistical theory alone he dis- 
-vmissed them as untenable. 

■ J Given the prominence of the 
topic in the current bestseller 
lists, and its adoption by 
fundamentalist polemicists, 
his work inevitably pushed 
Weitzman into the limelight, 
especially within the Anglo- 
Jewish community. And al¬ 
though he took to public life as 
reluctantly as a duck takes to 
snow, he never dodged contro¬ 
versy when it was thrust upon 
him. His ultimate allegiance 
was to truth rather than to 
religious doctrine. 

That made him a unique 
and beneficent figure on the 
current Anglo-Jewish scene. It 
is riven between fundamental- 


Frances MacCuitain, 
voice specialist, died 
on March 26 aged 61. 

She was born on 
October 12.1936. 

IN A life devoted to under¬ 
standing the human voice, 
Frances MacCurtain worked 
as a speech therapist, pioneer¬ 
ed training methods, helped to 
design scientific apparatus 
and founded Voice Rawer, an 
executive voice-training com¬ 
pany. Her wish was to foster 
global awareness of the need 
to speak dearly, concisely and 
convincingly under stress, and 
she helped to identify the 
factors impeding effective 
speech. She was never afraid 
to challenge clients’ fears or 
rigid attitudes, consistently in¬ 
spired them with her enthusi¬ 
asm and often had a powerful 
effect on the whole of their pro¬ 
fessional and personal lives. 

Frances MacCurtain was 
bom in Belfast but grew up in 
England. Dissuaded by her 
businessman Father from be¬ 
coming an actress, she quali¬ 
fied as a speech therapist at 
the age of 23. Her particular 
interest was the stammer. 
Working in Manchester in 
I960 she met and married 


ist orthodoxy and a growing 
stream that is open to the 
scholarship and the social 
trends which surround it 
Weitzman was almost alone in 
bridging dial doctrinal gulf, 
deepened as it is by strong 
emotional commitments. 

He himself was a devoutly 
practising Jew. That should 
have put him in the funda¬ 
mentalist camp. But his alle¬ 
giance to scholarship made 
him ready to lecture to any 
audience, whatever religious 
label it tied to itself. And he. 
both lectured to and acted as 
an external examiner to the 
Leo Baeck College, the London 
seminary for non-orthodox 
rabbis. 

For daring to defy the cur¬ 
rent orthodox conventions. 
Weitzman found himself 
banned by an ultra-orthodox 
rabbi in Ed gw are, where he 
lived and worshipped, from 
publicly reading from the 
sacred biblical scrolls during 
Saturday morning services. 

Weitzman*s courage and in¬ 
nate strength made him flick 
away the martyrdom now on 
offer. He found a more open, 
though still orthodox, congre¬ 
gation in which to act as 
cantor and scroll reader. And 
he continued to the early end 
of his life to serve scholarship 
by teaching all who wished to 
learn, no matter their religious 
or secular allegiance. 

Michael Berry Weitzman 
was born into a family with a 
strong commitment to both 
Jewish scholarship and com¬ 
munal life. His father. Adrian, 
was a preparatory school 
teacher, and the family are 
distantly related to two Israeli 
Presidents, Chaim Weizmann, 
the first holder of that office, 
and Ezer Weizman, its present 


Tony Connor, a poet. They 
had three children, but she 
continued her clinical work 
and began lecturing at Man¬ 
chester Polytechnic. 

In 1979, after divorcing and 
remarrying, she took a second 
degree in phonetics at Univer¬ 
sity College London. She also 
led a three-year project to 


occupant. A child prodigy, he 
was winning prizes from an 
early age. 

By the age of 16 he had 
passed his A-levels and won a 
scholarship in biblical He¬ 
brew and classics to St John's 
College, Cambridge. He had 
to wait a year before taking it 
up, which he did in 1963. 

Fbur years later he graduat¬ 
ed with a double first In 
between he scooped up most of 
the prizes on offer in his field, 
twice winning the WHpht 
Prize. A year after graduating 
at Cambridge, he added a first 
class degree in mathematics 
from London University. 


investigate laryngectomy 
measurement at Middlesex 
Hospital. 

Two years on, she became 
the first person in Britain to 
receive a doctorate in the field 
of speech sciences. From this 
work she developed an inno¬ 
vative procedure to photo¬ 
graph and measure the vibra- 


He thought of becoming an 
actuary. But the pull of biblical 
scholarship proved too strong, 
and he took up a lectureship in 
the department of Hebrew 
studies at University College 
London. Some ten years later 
tire financial demands of 
bringing up a young family in 
London proved a strain on his 
lecturers salary, and Weitz¬ 
man left University College to 
work as an actuary. But the 
work bored him and within six 
months he was back at his 
university post, which had 
been kept open far him by a 
far-sighted professor. 

As an academic he never 


trons of the vocal folds. For the 
first time the medical world 
could actually see the voice 
functioning. 

With characteristic drive, 
she also, within that year, 
contributed to three technical 
papers, appeared on Tomor¬ 
rows World, lectured at Col¬ 
umbia University, the Ameri¬ 
can Speech and Hearing 
Association and the Royal 
College of Surgeons, worked 
part-time at the department of 
human rommunication sci¬ 
ence. at University- College 
and continued her project at 
the Middlesex. It was a 
frenetic period and she looked 
back on it with delight. 

MacCurtain loved children 
and had a strong interest in 
their development In 1985 she 
received an honorarium to 
design a voice clinic at Great 
Ormond Street Hospital, and 
she went on to be an honorary 
consultant speech scientist 
She was also honorary re¬ 
search speech therapist at the 
Royal Mars den and took part 
in the Cramp ton Voice Re¬ 
search Programme in Toron¬ 
to. 

Continuing her research, 
she worked with IBM techni¬ 
cians on the design of a 


subordinated teaching to re¬ 
search. But he nevertheless 
managed to produce a stream 

of scholarly papers for mathe¬ 
matical journals as well as 
those devoted to Semitic and 
biblical studies. He continued 
to straddle both disciplines 
with papers on such subjects 
as “Statistical patterns in He¬ 
brew and Aramaic Roots”. 

Weitzman also served as a 
consultant etymologist to the 
Oxford English Dictionaries. 
And when a hitherto little 
known civilisation was un¬ 
earthed at Ebla. in Syria, he 
deciphered its language, and 
then wrote a popular book 
about it with the Anglo-Jewish 
author Chaim Bermant. Seven 
years his senior. Bermant 
remained a friend, and 
Weitzman attended his fune¬ 
ral only two months before he 
himself died. 

Fbr his last ten years 
Weitzman worked on a major 
critical edition of the Ffeshrtta, 
the Syriac version of the 
Hebrew Bible for early Chris¬ 
tians. Just before his death 
he sent the corrected proofs 
back to Cambridge University 
Press, and it is due for publica¬ 
tion in October. It is expected 
to be his lasting monument 

Weitzman was promoted to 
a readership at University 
College only last year, a pro¬ 
motion that in the eyes of his 
students and some of his 
colleagues had long been over¬ 
due. But he was a man who 
knew neither grudge nor re¬ 
sentment, and his work was 
adorned by a personal modes¬ 
ty that eludes many a lesser 
scholar. 

Weitzman married Anita 
Haimon in 1980 and is sur¬ 
vived by her and their son and 
daughter. 


computer programme for 
speed) dinics, which led to the 
invention of the IBM Speech 
Viewer. Working in a corpo¬ 
rate environment, Mao- 
Curtain realised that 
companies might be losing a 
competitive advantage 
through inability to present 
themselves effectively, and 
that her own investigations of 
healthy voices under stress 
might be applied to this prob¬ 
lem. 

The Speech Viewer and Its 
software became an invalu¬ 
able element of the courses sbe 
later gave to over5,000 people, 
from captains of industry to 
anxious young managers. 

In 1988 MacCurtain found¬ 
ed Voice Power, which com¬ 
bined voice training with 
presentation skills. The cour¬ 
ses she designed were soon in 
demand by large national and 
international organisations in¬ 
cluding BT and SmithKline 
Beecham. 

Talking to executives in 
language they understood — 
but using theatrical gifts that 
were all her own — she taught 
relaxed breathing and stress 
release techniques. This en¬ 
abled her pupils to remove 
what she described in her 
down-to-earth way as the “vo¬ 
cal hazards: the urns and ers, 
the gabble and the drone". She 
soon built a team of specialist 
coaches, inspiring colleagues 
and students to reach levels of 
excellence they had scarcely 
imagined. 

Eager to promulgate her 
knowledge and methods. 
MacCurtain formed the limit¬ 
ed company Zarbo early last 
year, and just before her death 
sbe wrote the script of The 
Seven Ages of Voice for the 
BBC World Service. 

Frances MacCurtain’s 
prosperous origins and com¬ 
manding good looks might 
have cut her off from people, 
but her iconoclastic intelli¬ 
gence and deep concern for 
people meant that she was 
well liked and well loved. 
Behind her hectic public life 
lay a private world of wide 
raiding and meditation. 

She was married and di¬ 
vorced twice, but is survived 
by two sons and a daughter 
from her first marriage. 


Maurice Stans, US 
Commerce Secretary 
under Richard Nixon, 

died on April 14 aged 90. 
He was bom on 
March 22.1908. 

OF ALL the players in the 
1972-75 political drama known 
as Watergate. Maurice Stans, 
the bag-man for the Republi¬ 
can Party, was the most curi¬ 
ous. As finance chairman of 
the Committee to Re-elect the 
President in 1975. Stans stood 
at the centre of the Republican 
money-raising activities, yet 
subsequently denied all know¬ 
ledge that cash was diverted to 
fund a dirty tricks campaign. 

Although investigated and 
prosecuted in connection with 
the Watergate break-in. Stans 
was never convicted of any 
knowing violation of the law 
with regard to the scandal. He 
did plead guilty to five non- 
wilful violations of campaign 
finance laws, paid a $5,000 
fine, and then devoted the 
remainder of his life to trying 
to clear his name of the taint 
associated with Watergate. 

Maurice Stans was the son 
of a Belgian house painter 
who had migrated to the 
United States. While taking a 
business course at night 
school, he obtained a job as an 
office boy for a Chicago 
accounting firm and three 
years later he became a 
partner. 

In 1953 he moved to Wash¬ 
ington to become a consultant 
to Congress, and in 1955 he 
was appointed Deputy Post¬ 
master General, earning a 
reputation for fiscal compe¬ 
tence. In 1958 President Eisen¬ 
hower appointed Stans Direc¬ 
tor of the Budget, but he re¬ 
turned to private enterprise 
once tiie Democrats took over 
the White House in 1961. 

Stans reemerged as a Re¬ 
publican Party player in 1968. 
becoming an active fundraiser 
in the Nixon election cam¬ 
paign. For his efforts he was 
rewarded with the post of 
Secretary of Commerce, but he 
resigned that office in 1972 to 
spearhead the fundraising ef¬ 
fort for Nixon’s reelection. 

Stans's reputation as a 
fundraiser was unparalleled. 
He raised a record $62 million 


Dada Kondkc, Indian 
actor and comedian, died 
from a heart attack on 
March 14 aged 69. He 
was born in Bombay in 
August 1928. 

DADA KONDKE was easily 
the most popular star of 
India’s Marathi language film 
industry, loved by audiences 
for his portrayals of a bumb¬ 
ling subaltern who overcomes 
the handicap of idiocy to 
defeat the forces of evil. 
Kontike's idiom drew heavily 
upon Maharashtra’s popular 
theatre tradition of tamos ha, a 
boisterous genre in which 


and said afterwards the secret 
was to ask contributors for 
hefty donations. “Nobody ever 
gets offended by being asked 
for too much. People are 
flattered by being asked to 
give more than they can 
afford," he remarked. 

According to Watergate tes¬ 
timony. it was Stans who 
authorised the campaign trea¬ 
surer Hugh Sloan to pay 
G. Gordon Liddy $83,000. 
money that would be used to 
finance a dirty tricks cam¬ 
paign, including the burglary 
at tiie Democratic Party head¬ 
quarters at the Watergate 
complex. 

Stans insisted he never 
knew of Liddy's plan and that 
he was instructed by party 
officials that liddy was 
authorised to receive money. 

During the Watergate hear¬ 
ings, Stans pleaded guilty to 
three counts of violating’the 
reporting sections of Ihe Fed¬ 
eral Election Campaigns Act 
and two counts of accepting il¬ 
legal campaign contributions. 

In a separate case, Stans 
was accused of trying to 
influence the Security and 
Exchange Commission in ex¬ 
change for a $200,000 dona¬ 
tion from the financier and 
Nixon confidant, Robert 
Vesco. He was subsequently 
acquitted of that charge. 

After the White House Wa- 


rudimemary and predictable 
storylines are rendered excit¬ 
ing by melodrama, overacting 
and dialogue replete with 
doubles entendres. 

Born to a millworkert fam¬ 
ily in what was then the only 
Indian city with a proletarian 
culture, Kondke started life 
as a factory hand before 
turning to theatre. He tireless¬ 
ly worked the tamasha circuit 
in and around Bombay before 
tasting real success in a bawdy 
1964 play by Vasant Sobnis. 
the noted Marathi playwright 

Under the tutelage of the 
legendary film director Bhalji 
Pendharkar. Kondke made 


tergate tapes were released, 
Stans wrote that he believed 
Presidenr Nixon was schem¬ 
ing to use him as a fall-guy. 
According to his claim, Nixon 
was planning to nominate him 
for an ambassadorship, in¬ 
tending that the controversial 
confirmation hearings would 
draw attention away from tiie 
his own wrong-doing at the 
White House. 

Stans left Washington and 
Republican Party politics in 
1976, settling in California and 
opening a financial consulting 
firm. In a concerted effort to 
clear his name. Stans wrote 
two books: The Terrors of 
Justice: The Untold Side of 
Watergate (1985) and One of 
the President’s Men : Twenty 
years with Eisenhower and 
Nixon (1995). 

In 1992. shortly before the 
twentieth anniversary of Wa¬ 
tergate. Stans took the re¬ 
markable step of writing to 
more than 25 newspapers 
across the United States, urg¬ 
ing them to exercise discretion 
in their characterisations of 
him and his role in the affair. 

Despite Nixon's alleged dis¬ 
loyalty to him. Stans raised 
$25 million to build the Nixon 
library in Yorba Linda, Cali¬ 
fornia. 

He is survived by his second 
wife. Penny, two sons and a 
daughter. 


the transition to celluloid. 
His first film. Tambdi Mad 
(“Red Soil"), was released in 
1969. Donning a penal-thin 
moustache and his trademark 
loose baggy shorts, which 
appeared perpetually in dan¬ 
ger of coming off. Kondke 
exercised a strong hold over 
working-class audiences in 
Bombay. 

Many of his movies re¬ 
volved around the travails of a 
country bumpkin forced by 
circumstance to leave his rural 
idyll and enter the seductive 
yet dangerous terrain of the 
big dly. Along the way. he 
would encounter buxom 
women and sundry villains, 
before finally wielding his 
lathi or stave in a-fgecious 
fight for justice. 

Though he was not the first 
actor to try to adapt the 
tamasha to film. Kondke took 
it to new extremes. His sug¬ 
gestive film titles and risqu£ 
dialogues had cinema halls 
packed. He had a large fan 
following among women. 

Kondke staitoi producing 
films in 1971 with Songadya 
(“The Clown"), in which fie 
played a buffoon-like charac¬ 
ter, and soon began directing. 
During the Emergency which 
the Prime Minister, Indira 
Gandhi, declared in 1975. sev¬ 
eral of Kondke'S films ran into 
trouble with the censors, 
among them his 1976 farce, 
Pandu Hawaldar (“Pandu the 
Policeman"), a picaresque ac¬ 
count of an Indian equivalent 
of PC Plod, which was not 
appreciated by authority. 

In recent years, Kondke 
used his considerable popular¬ 
ity to campaign for the Shiv 
Sena, the right-wing political 
party currently in power in 
Maharashtra. Kondke re¬ 
mained a bachelor. 
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With the actress Swapna in the film Aage Ki Sock 


WIFE-BEATING. 

It is fortunate that we are not often called 
upon to criticize the administration of public 
justice. When, however, we observe repeated 
instances, constantly increasing in number, of 
a leniency in dealing with a dass of crimes 
which, unluckily, bring disgrace on the 
national character, we cannot avoid pointing 
out the danger of allowing such misplaced 
mercy lo grow into a settled rule. Wile-beating 
is a vice almost peculiar to England, and in 
the “good old times." when coarse brutality 
was supposed to be characteristic of nianli- 
ness, it excited scarcely more reprobation than 
those gentlemanly accomplishments, cock- 
fighting and bull-baiting. But within this 
present century we have progressed in 
humanity as well as in the material pan of 
civilization. 

Every day, however, the reports of our 
police courts and of our criminal tribunals 
still repeat the tale of savage and cowardly 
outrages upon women; and every day we have 
reason to marvel, not without a mixture of 
indignation, at the leniency with which some 

of our Judges treat offences of this land. 

On Saturday Charles Westhorp, a tall, 
powerful man, 24 years of age. described as a 
labourer, was arraigned before Mr Commis- 


ON THIS DAY 

April 16,1872 


A leading article, based on numerous similar 
cases, called for harsher sentences, regardless 
of sex, to “reduce the misery of which English 
women of the lower classes have so much 
reason to complain." 


sioner Kerr, at the Old Bailey, for an assault 
upon a woman who had lived with him as his 
wife for some years past. When excited with 
drink, the brute appears to have taken it into 
his head that she was speaking ill of him to a 
neighbour. He follows! her into a public 
house where she was standing with her child 
— their child - in her arms. He struck her 
twice on the head: knocking her against the 
wall, and. as she reeled from his blows, struck 
her a third time on the eye, knocking the 
eyeball from the socket The wreiched woman 
was removed to the hospital, where the 
surgeons found it necessary to extract the 


injured eye. The learned Judge pointed out 
that in all probability the prisoner did not 
form the distinct intention of knocking the 
woman's eye out when he struck her these 
repealed blows. The Jury declined to find the 
prisoner guilty of feloniously wounding, 
which would have compelled Mr Commis¬ 
sioner Kerr, however leniently disposed, to 
pass a sentence of penal servitude. They 
brought in a verdict of unlawfully wounding, 
and the Judge, with an effusion of many 
moral sentiments, sentenced the prisoner to 
four moaths’ hard labour, treating the case 
merely os one of assault. 

One might suppose from this observation 
that it was one of an Englishman's legal rights 
to give his wife a black eye, and to do so. loo. 
in a such a reckless way as to inflict by a son 
of accident a much graver injury, if the law 
empowers a Judge to inflict a severe sentence 
for unlawfully wounding, it is certainly a 
strange policy to inflict a light one on the 
ground that only a common assault, such as 
husbands are often guilty of, was intended 
This is surely the way to encourage the 
commission of such assaults, and to multiply 
the chances of those horrible maimmgs 
and disfigurements to whidi they so often 
lead... 



DADA KONDKE 
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Rubin and 
Waigel put 
pressure 
on Japan 

From Bronwen Maddox in Washington 
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US TREASURY Secretary 
Robert Rubio and his German 
counterpart Theo Waigel yes¬ 
terday emphasised that they 
would step up pressure on 
Japan to spell out its plans to 
revive its moribund economy, 
in a tense start to the threeday 
gathering of G7 finance minis¬ 
ters in Washington. 

On the eve of the talks, 
which coincide with the spring 
meeting of the International 
Monetary Fund. Japan has hit 
out strongly at the fund for 
criticising its response to its 
worst economic plight since 
the Second World War. 

The fond itself came under 
fierce attack from congression- 


Tokyo data 
highlights 
problems 

By Aiasdair Murray 
economics 
CORRESPONDENT 


THE Japanese economy 
suffered another setback 
yesterday with the publica¬ 
tion of new data showing a 
sharp fall in industrial 
production and the largest 
monthly decline in Tokyo 
department store sales. 

Industrial production 
slumped 3.9 per cent in 
February compared with 
an original estimate of a 
3 J per cent fall. 

Tokyo department store 
sales slumped 21 per cent 
in March — the largest 
recorded fall since records 
began in 1965. 

Economists said the sales 
figures were a strong indi¬ 
cation of just how de¬ 
pressed the consumer sect¬ 
or has become in recent 
months. Analysts are worr¬ 
ied that despite die latest 
package of tax cuts, con¬ 
sumers remain reluctant to 
spend in the current econ¬ 
omic donate and are more 
likely to save the extra cash. 

The yen. however, enjoy¬ 
ed a firmer day on foreign 
exchanges as traders conc¬ 
luded that G7 leaders 
would issue a communique 
in support of a stronger 
yen. It initially climbed 
from 12932 to the dollar to 
129.05, before doubts set in 
about the likdy strength of 
the G7 comments, sending 
the yen slightly lower. 


aJ leaders and conservative 
commentators as the Clinton 
Administration turned up the 
heat to try to secure more cash 
for its rescue efforts. 

The Asian financial crisis 
has inevitably dominated die 
agenda at the meetings, fu¬ 
elled by the IMF'S pessimistic 
assessment of the region's 
prospects in its global econom¬ 
ic survey published on the eve 
of the talks. 

Hikaru Matsunaga, Ja¬ 
pan’s Finance Minister, ap¬ 
peared anxious to cahn 
concern, indicating that he 
planned to spell out devices to 
stimulate growth. But earlier 
this week he hit out at the IMF 
for failing to appreciate the 
foil benefits of the Y16.000 
billion (£73 billion) stimulus 
package announced Last week, 
in a sign of Tokyo's growing 
irritation with international 
criticism. He predicted growth 
of i.9 per cent this year. 

The package, announced 
after months of intensifying 
international pressure, has 
been viewed coolly by die 
markets and describe! as 
inadequate by Western diplo¬ 
mats. The IMF expects Japan 
to show, at best, zero growth 
this year, and has given a 
warning that this estimate is 
probably too high. As a result 
of the Japanese slump, the 
fond lowered its projections 
for this year’s world economic 
growth for the seoond time in 
four months to 3.1 per cent 

As the annual meetings 
opened, the IMF predicted 
that the US was likely to 
survive the Asian crisis un¬ 
harmed. But despite shower¬ 
ing predictable compliments 
on the performance of the US 
economy, the report cautioned 
against triumphalising, not¬ 
ing that US stock and bond 
markets were highly vulnera¬ 
ble to a sudden slump. 

The meetings come as the 
Clinton Administration faces a 
hard fight in Congress to raise 
the US contribution to the fund 
by $18 billion (£11 billion). Mr 
Clinton and Mr Rubin have 
thrown their weight behind the 
frantic lobbying on Capitol 
Hill, arguing that the IMF is 
needed to prevent or contain 
crises such as that afflicting 
Asia. But the fund's opponents 
say that it encourages crises, 
because governments know the 
safety net is there. Many 
Republicans and some Demo¬ 
crats believe that American 
cash should not be used to bail 
out profligate foreign govern¬ 
ments and international banks 
that have lent unwisely. 



Looking upc David Tye, left chairman, with Andrew Wilson, chief executive 

Rugby to expand portfolio 


RUGBY GROUP, the proper¬ 
ty investor based in London, 
is to spend .up to £60 million 
expanding its portfolio, focus¬ 
ing on sites in Netting Hill 
Gate and South Kensington 
(Carl Mortis hed writes). 

The property group, which 
has about a third of its assets 
in Covent Garden, reported a 
24 per cent rise in net assets 
per share to I90p at January 


31 and a 60 per cent uplift in 
pretax profit to £3.79 million 
for the year. 

Rugby is seeking new loca¬ 
tions where it can emulate its 
Covent Garden success. An¬ 
drew Wilson, chief executive, 
said the policy was to amass 
strategic holdings of 
retail, office and residential 
properties at lowish rents. In 
May last year, Rugby paid £9 


million for an estate of ten 
properties in the Strand. 

According to Mr Wilson 
rents in Zone A space have 
risen from £115 to £150 per sq 
ft “In Covent Garden, they 
have readied £450," he said. 

During the year, Rugby and 
joint venture partner UBS Cap¬ 
ital paid £60 million to Grosve- 
nor Estate for 32 properties in 
Mayfair and Belgravia. 


Pensions 
mis-selling 
provisions 
to rise 
at Iioyds 

• by Caroline Merrell 

LLOYDS TSB is to increase its 
provisions against pensions 
mis-selling in the light of the 
Government's recent an¬ 
nouncement to extend the 
scope of the pensions mis- 
selling review. 

Sir Brian Pitman, Lloyds 
TSB chairman, speaking at the 
bank's annual meeting m Glas¬ 
gow, said: "During 1997, provi¬ 
sions for possible redress for 
purchasers of pensions policies 
were increased by E100 million, 
raising the total group provi¬ 
sion made for this purpose to 
£300 million.” 

The compensation provi¬ 
sions are to pay for those who 
were encouraged to give up 
their rights to occupational 
schemes in order to take out 
personal pensions. 

Earlier this year, the Finan¬ 
cial Services Authority (FSA), 
the new super-regulator, in¬ 
creased the scope of the person¬ 
al pensions mis-selling review. 
According to its calculations, 
up to a further two million 
people could have been mis- 
sold personal pensions, in ad¬ 
dition to the 600,000 that are 
already within the scope or the 
review. 

Many companies are expect¬ 
ed to increase their compensa¬ 
tion provisions, as the ex¬ 
tension of the review will more 
than double the total cost to the 
industry to EH billion. 

Sir Brian said: "In March the 
FSA produced a consultation 
paper setting out the require¬ 
ments for the review of Phase II 
— that is the non-priority 
pensions. It is likely that this 
second stage of the pensions re¬ 
view will require us to make 
further provisions in 1998.” 

Some observers believe that 
companies will have to double 
their provisions. This would 
push Lloyds TSB provisions to 
£600 million. Others to face an 
increase include Prudential: its 
provisions are £400 million. 

□ The National Association of 
Pension Funds has called on 
the Government to simplify 
pensions legislation. It claims 
that the 1J00 pages of tax legis¬ 
lation relating to pensions will 
hamper any move by the Gov¬ 
ernment to encourage more 
people to save for retirement 
through simpler products. 


TUC attacks anti-union bosses 


THE TUC yesterday stepped 
up its campaign for full union 
recognition with an attack on 
leading employers who do not 
deal with unions (Christine 
Buckley writes). 

The criticism comes ahead 
of Monday’s emergency TUC 
meeting over the issue which 
has caused a rift between the 
Government and unions. 
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Highlighting Allied Domecq 
and Midland Bank among 
nine large employers which do 
not recognise unions. John 
Monks, the TUC general sec¬ 
retary. said: Too many people 
in Britain are still being 
denied the basic democratic 
right to be represented 
through a union at work. They 
desperately need a new law to 


Co-op Bank 
considers 
returning to 
home loans 

By Richard Miles 

BANKING CORRESPONDENT 

COOPERATIVE Bank yes¬ 
terday signalled that it may re¬ 
enter the mortgage market 
and offer the first “ethical" 
home loan. 

The bank said that it was 
considering providing mon¬ 
gages, as well as equity- 
release products for elderly 
customers whose chief asset is 
their home, as pan of a major 
product expansion. 

Mervyn Pedelty, chief execu¬ 
tive, said: “Many of our cus¬ 
tomers ask us if we can provide 
them with a mortgage because 
of our ethical approach." 

The bank last year lifted pre¬ 
tax profits 21 per cent, to £55 
million. Return on equity after 
lax stood at 23 per cent. 

Costs rose 8 per cent, lo 
£2365 million, reflecting more 
customers and a £6 million 
charge for development work 
for die year 3)00 and Euro¬ 
pean monetary union. Provi¬ 
sions for bad and doubtful 
debts rose 11 per cent, to £26.3 
million, but, as a percentage of 
retail lending, remain at 1.1 per 
cent The net interest margin 
remained strong at 45 per cent 
During the year, the Co¬ 
operative Wholesale Society, 
the bank's sole shareholder, 
injected £10 million into the 
balance sheet half of it by 
waiving its annual dividend. 

Mr Pedelty reiterated the 
bank's determination to stay a 
strong niche player, mainly 
serving the more prosperous 
consumer. About 70 per cent 
of its customers are AB in 
marketing terms and are 
young professionals. _ 

Commentary, page 27 

V 


redress some of the imbalance 
between employer and 
employed.” 

The TUC and the Govern¬ 
ment are at odds over the 
interpretation of Labour's 
manifesto pledge on granting 
union recognition. Union 
leaders are worried that the 
Government is to endorse the 
employers’ wish that unions 


should only be recognised if a 
majority of the workforce 
agrees. The TUC wants recog¬ 
nition granted on a ballot 
majority. 

Midland Bank said that 
although it had derecognised 
the union for managerial 
ranks, it had established con¬ 
sultative committees. Allied 
Domecq did not comment 


City scorns plan for 
Midshires flotation 


BANKERS poured scorn yes¬ 
terday on the prospect of a 
stock market dotation by 
Birmingham Midshires, the 
building society at the centre 
of a bid battle between Halifax 
and Royal Bank of Scotland 
(Richard Miles writes). 

They pointed out that a float 
was a volte-face from earlier 
statements and would take at 


least 18 months to arrange. 
Others intrepreted the reports 
as an effort to bolster the E7S0 
million price offered by Hali¬ 
fax. RBS has refused to lift its 
£630 million offer despite the 
sharp rise in banking shares. 

Haggling over price will 
delay payouts to the society's 
\2 million qualifying mem¬ 
bers. Commentary, page 27 
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Nat Express told to 
sell Scottish CityLink 

NATIONAL EXPRESS is to lose its stranglehold over 
Scotland’s long-distance travel network after being forced to 
sell Scottish CityUnk the country ’s largest coach operator, m 
return for the ScotRail franchise. Nigel Griffiths, the minister 
for competition, has waved through National Express’ 15- 
year tenure of ScotRail on condition that it 
rdinquishescontrol of the coach network. 

The company has been given eight weeks to find a buyer 
for CityLink, which dominates every' remoiely profitable 
lone-distance route in Scotland. It is understood to be in talks 
with Stagecoach and FtrstBus. for a price around £12 million. 
City-link's bus division has suffered falling profits since it was 
acquired by National Express. In 1996 it made a pre-tax profit 
of £154 million (£1.9 million). Since ScotRail was passed tq 
National Express, in March last year, it has been difficult to 
travel on public transport between two major Scottish cities 
without using a National Express service. 

Fii to dose factory 

FII GROUP, the footwear manufacturer and supplier to 
Marks & Spencer, is to close one of its Northampton men’s 
footwear factories with the loss of up to 110 jobs. Reducing 
margins and continuing pressure on prices were blamed. 
Most of the production will be transferal to the Fii factory at 
Bridgend. South Wales, while the rest will be sourced from 
India. The redundancies and relocation will-cost about 
£700,000. Other operations are performing well and the 
board is confident of a satisfactory result for the year. 

Reed Executive ahead 

REED EXECUTIVE, the recruitment agency that invests 1 
per cent of its profits in charity ventures, yesterday reported a 
14 per cent increase in pre-tax profits to £14 million in 1997. 
Turnover rose 19 per cent to £226.9 million. A final dividend 
of i5p lifts the total payout to 3p from 2.6p in 1996. Earnings 
rose to I8.7p a share from I5.6p. Alec Reed, chairman and 
owner of two thirds of the group, said he expected the 
company's rate of earnings growth to continue in 1998. 

Kia in receivership 

K1A MOTORS, South Korea’s third-largest carmaker, has 
been put under court receivership as part of the Government’s 
efforts to clean up debt-ridden conglomerates. Two rival 
South Korean conglomerates — Hyundai and Samsung — 
have expressed interest in taking over the troubled carmaker, 
which produced 780,000 vehicles last year. Kia's fate will 
depend largely on the policy of the Government, the largest 
shareholder, with a 30 per cent stake. Ford holds 16.9 per cent. 

Kingfisher shares sold 

RONALD GOLDSTEIN, a director of Kingfisher and co¬ 
founder of its Superdrug pharmacy chain, has sold 305.000 
Kingfisher shares for £355 million. He sold the shares — 
235,000 held in his name, and 70,000 held non-beneficially — 
at £10.99. Mr Goldstein has been a non-executive director of 
Kingfisher since 1990. He retains a beneficial holding of 4J 
million shares, worth £47 million, and a non-beneficial holding 
of 3.75 million shares. Kingfisher bought Superdrug in 1987. 

WYG looks to grow 

WHITE YOUNG GREEN, the recently merged construction 
services consultancy, is exploring opportunities for 
expansion in South Africa, the Middle East. Kazakhstan and 
Canada. Underlying pre-tax profits rose to £1.1 million, from 
£598,000. for the six months to December 31. Profits were 
struck before merger costs of £902.000- Underlying earnings 
were 3.7p (2p) a share. The interim dividend is I5p (2p). The 
shares fell 6p to 76 b p. 

IMI pays chief £445,000 

GARY AUJiN. chief executive of IMI, the company whose 
interests include making copper tube and drinks dispensing 
equipment, was paid a £98.000 bonus last year. That lifted 
his total remuneration to £445.000. up from £419.000. Nick 
Paul, his deputy, was paid £301.000 (£277.0001. including a 
£65.000 bonus. Before one-off items, IMI’s pre-tax profits 
rose 65 per cent to £1465 million last year, although 
unadjusted earnings slipped to 31.2p (31 Jp) a share. 
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I f Michael Jackson is seri¬ 
ously considering flotation as 
an option for the 
Birmingham Midshires, it 
should be the cause of outrage 
amongst the building society’s 
long-suffering members. Just 
who. they might ask. would 
stand to benefit from floating the 
society, apart from the pro¬ 
fessional advisers who have al¬ 
ready made millions from its 
protracted flirtation with the 
Royal Bank of Scotland. Some 
canny Mid landers might come to 
the conclusion that Mr Jackson 
himself could see some attrac¬ 
tions in a flotation, although it is 
not so very long ago that he was 
suggesting that his society was 
too small to justify such an 
expensive route out of mutuality. 

Why might he have changed 
his mind when the Midshires 
has not just one but two larger 
organisations keen to relieve it of 
its independence and trigger a 
windfall payment to the society’s 
members? Last summer. Jackson 
was agreeable to the £630 million 
offer from the Royal Bank of 
Scotland, although the paper¬ 
work necessary to process the 
deal moved unconscionably 
slowly. So slowly, in fact, that the 
RBS offer was left behind by 
soaring prices of financial stocks 
and last month Halifax proffered 
£7S0 million for the society. 
Somehow, despite the higher 
value of this offer, Mr Jackson 
seems less than enthusiastic to 
clinch the deal. Yes, in theory 
RBS can cling to its I2-montn 


No buoyancy in a Midshires float 


exclusivity deal and refuse to 
allow the Halifax offer to be put 
to Midshires members but all the 
indications are that a payment of 
a few million to cover costs and 
injured feelings would expedite 
an RBS exit and leave the way 
free for a beaming Mike Black- 
bum to offer his hand to 
Midshires' members. After 
months of waiting for the chance 
to splash out on the new com¬ 
puter. foreign holiday or other 
traditional windfall purchase, 
the odds are that they would 
snatch the Halifax offer. 

But the impasse continues and 
now it seems that instead of 
paying off RBS. Jackson is 
contemplating spending many 
millions on buying pic status for 
the Midshires. Why? Given that 
bringing a mutual to market is 
not merely expensive but ex¬ 
tremely long-winded, it is likely 
that the exdusivity agreement 
with RBS, which lasts until next 
January, would have elapsed 
before Midshires could be 
brought to the stock market. 

Perhaps Jackson believes that 
Halifax is not offering a full 
price, but, whisper it gently, 
there is the risk that by next year 
some of the frenzy will have left 
financial markets and values will 
have sunk back. By then, of 



COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


course. Halifax may have lost 
interest and turned its acquisitive 
attentions elsewhere. 

Which would be very unfortu¬ 
nate for those windfall-seeking 
Midshires members. Mr Jack- 
son. however, would still be the 
chief executive of the society, with 
a remuneration package of more 
than £250,000 to console him. It 
might not be as attractive as the 
role on the RBS board that had 
been destined for him. but it is 
better than nothing. 

Guessing game 
at the DTI 

T he President of the Board 
of Trade has decided that 
there is no reason why the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com¬ 
mission should investigate a deal 
which gives one company 90 per 
cent of one market and 50 per 
cent of another. This would be 
heartening news for Britain's 
corporate financiers were there 


any indication that a logical 
thread runs through Margaret 
Beckett's pronouncements. As it 
is, the fact that she has given the 
go ahead to Investcorp’S pur¬ 
chases of both Watmoughs and 
British Printing Corporation can 
be seen only as good news for the 
acquisitive Bahrainis but no 
guide to what idiosyncratic de¬ 
cisions may follow. 

It is fine for GUS to take over 
Argos, should Argos sharehold¬ 
ers allow it. but not on for 
lirtiewoods to takeover Free¬ 
mans. Ladbroke structures its . 
purchase of the Coral betting 
shop business so as to comply 
with previous MMC rulings but 
finds itself still thrust into under¬ 
going a lengthy, and costly, 
MMC inquiry. 

There are always voices of 
vested interest which-will de¬ 
mand that mergers should be 
blocked but it is increasingly 
difficult for them to guess what 
cries of foul will sway Mrs 
Beckett. In the case of the 


Investcorp purchases, he prim¬ 
ing unions had voiced concern 
over the implications of such a 
concentration of business with 
one employer. From Investcorp'S 
point of view, there is sound 
commercial logic in putting BPC 
and Watmoughs together, a fact 
which enabled the organisation 
to heftily trump the hostile offer 
for Watmoughs from the Ca¬ 
nadian group, Quebeoor. But 
publishers of the glossier of 
glossy magazines will now have 
little choice of where to take their 
contracts: the combined group, 
by any definition, will nave a 
monopoly of gravure capacity for 
print runs of any scale. 

If that is acceptable to Mrs 
Beckett, then perhaps she might 
be amenable to other deals which 
the market had previously ex¬ 
pected her to veto. Would it really 
be unthinkable for Barclays and 
NatWest to get together just 
because they would nave such a 
heavy presence in catering for 
small businesses and providing 


credit cards? Who can say? 
Divining what amounts to com¬ 
petition policy in Britain is like 
trying to second guess tomor¬ 
row’s weather or the whims of 
Zsa Zsa Gabor. If Mrs Beckett 
could spell out some sensible 
guidelines as to what is and is not 
acceptable, the business world 
would be in her debt. She will 
need to write them first 

To the Co-op, 

Post haste 

T he Co-operative Bank con¬ 
tinues to demonstrate that 
a strong marketing stance 
can triumph over a less-than- 
gtos$y name. Its long-standing 
determination to be seen as an 
ethical player among more tar¬ 
nished financiers has won it a 
high proportion of young, up¬ 
wardly mobile customers. Unlike 
the Coop retail business, the 
bank can claim that dose to 
three-quarters of its customers 
come into the AB category. 

High street rivals have been 
slow to notice the Coop Bank's 
march bui its success is breeding 
ambition and now chief executive 
Mervyn Pfcdelty is intimating 
that he is in acquisitive mood. 

He has. however, already em¬ 


barked on the move that could see 
the Coop mounting a significant 
challenge to the leading high 
street banks. By linking with the 
Post Office, the bank has joined 
forces with the retailer that can 
still boast the highest foot fall in 
the land. If it makes sense for a 
bank to move into a supermarket, 
it makes even more sense for a 
bank to make use of the 15300 
Post Office counters. 

* At this stage, the link merely 
allows customers to make depos¬ 
its and withdrawals at Post 
Offices but the Co-op should be 
able to build on that base. 
Despite the Government's hope 
that savings plans will soon be 
dispensed at the supermarket 
checkout, the environment is not 
the best for financial trans¬ 
actions. The Post Office, however, 
could with only a little imagina¬ 
tion be turned into the one-stop 
financial shop that industry 
soothsayers believe we need. 

Tactical voting 

IT HAS long been joked that 
eight economists locked in a 
room together will express eight 
different views. It would be a 
sorry day for the profession if 
each of these brain boxes were 
also to contradict his or her own 
view from month to month, 
swaying helplessly on every new 
statistic. The fact that the split on 
the MFC was exactly the same in 
March as in February gives us 
some hope that these economists 
know what they are doing. 


Compaq down 96% as 
competitors cut prices 


From Oliver August 
IN NEW YORK 

COMPAQ COM PITER, one 
of the world's biggest computer 
makers, saw its profits fall % 
per cent in the first quarter 
after fierce price cutting by 
competitors. The computer 
maker has also been hampered 
by excess inventory, leading to 
further price cutting. 

Quarterly profits fell to just 
$16 million, from $414 million 
in the first quarter of the 
previous year. The downturn 
had been expected on Wall 
Street after a profit warning 
Iasi month. Stephen Dube, an 
analyst with Wasserstein 
Perella Securities, said: “They 
are still struggling with trying 
to bring down inventory." 

Compaq said that it had cut 
prices of its business desktop 
computers more steeply than 
expected because of intense 
competition for corporate cus¬ 
tomers. The warning was one 
of a series of gloomy outlooks 
from high-tech companies, in¬ 
cluding Intel and Motorola. 

Compaq surprised the com¬ 
puter industry earlier this year 
with its planned $9 billion 
acquisition of Digital Equip¬ 
ment. The move signalled the 
start of a shakeout in the 
sector, but inheriting Digital's 
problems could slow Compaq 
down further. The company 
yesterday said that it expects 



Eckhasd Pfeiffer, left, Compaq president, and Robert Palmer. Digital’s chairman 


the acquisition to be com¬ 
pleted in the second quarter. 

The takeover and the inven¬ 
tory problems have depressed 
Compaq shares 33 per cent in 
the past two months. The 
company was also hit by a 
demand slowdown in Asia, 
whose financial crisis has hit 
many corporate customers. 

In the first quarter, reve¬ 
nues rose by 8 per cent to $5.7 
billion. The inventory prob¬ 
lems are said to be on the way 
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to being solved. Quarter-to- 
quarter inventory decreased 
by .20 per cent to $314 million. 

Earl Mason. Compaq's fin¬ 
ance director, said: "It will 
take another quarter of adjust¬ 
ments to put tiie company’s 
core business on a track of 
improved profitability." 

Compaq was last night due 
to announce several new per¬ 
sonal computers incorporating 
Intel’s new Celeron micropro¬ 
cessor, a low-priced chip aimed 

AMP rules out 
immediate 
London listing 

By Kathy Li pari 

AMP. Australia's largest in¬ 
surance and fund manage¬ 
ment group, has confirmed it 
will not immediately list on 
the London Stock Exchange 
when it demutualises in June. 

The company plans to wait 
until its A$ll billion (£42 
billion) stock market debut is 
completed in Australia and 
New Zealand before moving 
onto the London market over 
the next couple of years. 

AMP’s prospectus will be 
available next month. 

The insurer has about 
170,000 policyholders in the 
UK through AMP UK and 
London Life, who will receive 
an average £ 2,800 windfall as 
a result of the flotation. 

AMP recently bought Brit¬ 
ain’s Henderson Group for 
£370 million but was beaten 
last year in its bid for Scottish 
Amicable by PrudentiaL 


at inexpensive home comput¬ 
ers. The announcement was to 
be made in coiuunction with 
Intel's launch of the Celeron 
product line last night. 

Compaq's endorsement of 
the Celeron was a big boost for 
Intel. Some analysts had specu¬ 
lated that Celeron would not 
receive universal support from 
PC companies, and that some 
top names in the industry, like 
Compaq, might not produce 
systems built around the chip. 


Pennzoil to 
merge motor 
oil business 

By Carl Mortished 

PENNZOIL, owner of Ameri¬ 
ca's best-selling lubricants 
brand, is merging its motor oil 
and refining business with 
Quaker State, a manufacturer 
of lubricants and car care 
products. The combined busi¬ 
ness, with $3 billion in sales, 
wfll be demerged, leaving 
Pennzoil as a pure upstream 
oil exploration company. 

Pennzoil leads the impor¬ 
tant DIY motor oi] business in 
America and the merger with 
Quaker State will increase its 
market share putting pressure 
on rivals such as Britain’s 
Burmah Castro!. The new 
business will include the 
Pennzoil and Quaker State oil 
brands and Jiffy Lube Q-lube 
oil change brands as well as 
air freshener and car wax 
products. The two companies 
said they would reap savings 
of up to $125 million. 


Software progress 
lifts Ionica shares 


By Chris Ayres 
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IONICA, the wireless telecoms 
company that suffered a disas¬ 
trous flotation last July, yester¬ 
day began to revive tattered 
City confidence by announcing 
its software upgrades were 
ahead of schedule. 

The company, which recent¬ 
ly appointed Mike Biden as 
chief executive and Gavin 
Morris as finance director, 
said its new software could 
double the capacity of its base 
stations. Shares in the com¬ 
pany rallied 17p to 85p. 

Mr Biden said: “The soft¬ 
ware upgrade should allow 


Ionica to satisfy current de¬ 
mand in existing areas and 
accelerate the rate of customer 
additions across the network." 

lomca’s share price col¬ 
lapsed from a high of 421p last 
summer to 68p when it an¬ 
nounced delays to the building 
of its network. 

Ionica also revealed a 22 per 
cent increase in customers in 
the fourth quarter to March 31 
to almost 43,000. During the 
period, its coverage widened 
to 12 million homes. _ 

Tempos, page 28 


Soros goes 
on an Argos 
buying spree 

GEORGE SOROS, the bil¬ 
lionaire financier, intrigued 
the market yesterday when 
it emerged that he had 
bought 12. million shares in 
Argos, tiie target of a £1.9 
billion hostile bid by Great 
Universal Stores (Sarah 
Cunningham writes). 

His Soros Fund Manage¬ 
ment paid 636p per share, 
taking its stake up to 139 per 
cent He appears to be 
banking on GUS succeed¬ 
ing in its 650p bid. 

Mr Soros’s move also 
started speculation that 
GUS wfll buy Argos shares 
ahead of the dosing date for 
-die bid mi April 21 

Morgan Grenfell is 
thought to have sold the 
shares to the Soros fund, 
and to have gradually whit¬ 
tled its 2*a per cent holding 
in Argos down to almost 
nothing. Gartmore has been 
another consistent seller. 


Warburg banks 
£800,000 profit 
on Lonrho deal 


By Jason Nissfe 


SBC WARBURG Dillon Read, 
the securities firm, yesterday 
banked £800.000 profit for 
less titan three days' work 
helping Lonrho and Anglo- 
American, ihe South African 
conglomerate, push through a 
deal that the two companies 
feared Lonrho shareholders 
might block. 

Anglo sold a 40 million 
share stake in - Lonrho — 
amounting to a little under 5 
per cent of the British group— 
to Warburg, its financial ad¬ 
viser. on Wednesday evening. 

On Thursday Warburg vot¬ 
ed the shares in support of a 
complex deal that allowed 
Anglo to sell a 21 per cent stake 
in Lonrho to JCI, another 
South African company, 
which then sold the stake back 
to Lonrho for £177 raitiion, or 


103p a share. Anglo received 
valuable gold mining assets as 
part of the deal 

The deal, which was op¬ 
posed by a large number of 
shareholders, was narrowly 
approved at Lonrho's extraor¬ 
dinary general meeting on 
Thursday. 

Warburg, which bought the 
shares from Anglo at lOOp 
each, revealed yesterday it had 
placed the shares with institu¬ 
tional investors at 102p each 
making a profit of £800.000 
having held the shares for less 
than three working days. 

The Stock Exchange ap¬ 
proved the transaction but is 
understood to have made this 
conditional on Anglo not in¬ 
demnifying Warburg for any 
potential loss it might have 
made on the sale. 


Siebe buys 
US software 
supplier 

SIEBE, the diversified en¬ 
gineering group, is paying 
$147. million (£88 million) 
for Simulation Sciences, 
an American supplier of 
computer software for the 
oil and gas industry 
(Kathy Lipari writes). 

Allen Yurko, Siebe's 
chief executive, said the ac¬ 
quisition will help the com¬ 
pany to expand in the pro¬ 
cess simulation and model¬ 
ling market Siebe will fin¬ 
ance the dad through 
existing credit lines. It said 
that the deal’s net cash cost 
will be $101 million after 
deducting SimSci’s $46 
million cash balance. 

SimSd had 1997 reve¬ 
nues of $61 million and an 
$8.7 million prefax loss 
after research costs. 

Siebe hi February paid 
$375 million for Wonder- 
ware, a US industrial auto¬ 
mation software group. 
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Stock Market Writer 
of the Year 


BG flourishes as market 
catches unseasonal chill 


Hong Kong: 


SHARES in BG made a 
Comeback along with the win¬ 
ter weather to take investors 
by surprise. It was the heavi¬ 
est traded share on the day 
with almost 44 million chang¬ 
ing hands as the price rallied 
3*2 p to 299p. ABN Amro 
Hoare Govert. the broker, was 
said to be chasing the shares. 

BG was the best performer 
among the top 100 companies 
in 1997, but appears to have 
lost its way this year with the 
price underperforming and 
standing well below its peak of 
331 p. Investors have been fret¬ 
ting about the mild weather so 
far this year and the Govern¬ 
ment's review of oil taxation 
due later this month is certain 
to impact cm the group. 

Another £1 billion handout to 
shareholders may be some way 
off but some fund managers 
appeared to take the view there 
is still value in the shares. 

Share prices generally suf¬ 
fered a near 60-point turn- 
round to close near their worst 
levels of the day. Lack of 
support by investors meant 
that an early Wall Street- 
inspired mark-up failed to 
hold and the FTSE 100 closed 
30.0 down at 6.074.1 in low 
turnover of 741 million shares. 

Barclays touched £18.60 be¬ 
fore closing just 4p dearer at 
£.18-24 amid reports that a 
multi mi II ion-doll ar lawsuit 
had been issued against the 
company and Swiss rival UBS 
at a court in Illinois. Else¬ 
where in financials, stock 
shortages boosted Schraders 
253p to £29.98. 

It was hoped that bullish 
comments from Roche, the 
Swiss pharmaceutical group, 
about the industry would pro¬ 
vide an early book for British 
drug shares. But Roche 
claimed it was not on the 
lookout for acquisitions. Ev¬ 
eryone^ takeover favourite, 
Zeneca, was the worst hit. 
tumbling 84p to £2652. while 
Glaxo Well come shed 32p to 
£17.22. Elan Corporation was 
another casualty dropping 
I50p to £3750 in a thin market 

Meanwhile, brokers contin¬ 
ued to give a cautious re¬ 
sponse to SmithKiine 
Beecham's research and dev¬ 
elopment presentation for bro¬ 
kers and fund managers in 
New York with the shares 
ending 394p off at 749p. 

Argos dipped Ip to 636p 
despite the news George Soros 
had bought an extra 1 2 mil¬ 
lion shares at 636p raising his 
total holding to 4 million, or 
1.39 per cent The group is 
currently resisting an offer of 
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Barclays continued to climb, ending the day up 4p at 
£1824. The bank's shares had touched £18.60 at one stage 


650p a share from Great 
Universal Stores. 

Reed International contin¬ 
ues to lose support in the City 
with Charterhouse Tilney 
reckoned to be the latest 
broker to downgrade its Fore¬ 
cast. Only last week, Hender¬ 
son Crosthwaite turned 
cautious of the stock. The 
shares retreated 20p to 604p. 

Still no sign of Securicor 


selling its 40 per cent stake in 
Cellnet the mobile phone 
operator, to its joint venture 
partner British Telecom. Yes¬ 
terday the shares fell lOfep to 
41 Ip as ABN Amro Hoare 
Govett the broker, cut its 
profits forecast by £20 million 
to £100 million. 

Associated British Foods 
continued to lose ground fell¬ 
ing 27 hp to 570p as brokers 


THE CALM AFTER THE STORM 


FTSE 350 

insurance Index 



^ FTSEaUelrare ;; r ; 1,700 

>.^< * [index (rebased) =5 
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SHARE prices of the big 
insurers have been been 
washed away by the 
flooded rivers in the Mid¬ 
lands. But calm returned 
yesterday amid hopes that 
claims will not reach the £1 
billion-plus level forecast in 
some quarters. 

The Association of Brit¬ 
ish Insurers estimates (he 
real figure will be nearer 
£300 million to £500 mil¬ 
lion. Commercial Union » 
rallied 7p to £12.72, General 
Accident advanced 17p to 
£15.99. while Guardian 
Royal Exchange put on 
6^pat439p. 

David Hudson, at Credit 


Lyonnais, the broker, in¬ 
sists the insurers will ab¬ 
sorb the hit “Everyone 
believes (his problem can 
be lived with. It is a one-off 
event. But profit forecasts 
will have to be revised 
down." 

The real influence on the 
sector comes from the 
megadeals currently being 
put together in the US. 

“The fundamentals are 
getting worse. There is no 
scope for premium in¬ 
creases and the companies 
are all sitting on large 
amounts of cash. They are 
under pressure to do 
deals.” he added. 
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began the task of down¬ 
grading their profit numbers 
in die wake of Tuesday's 
disappointing results. Merrill 
Lynch, the broker, has moved 
from “accumulate" to “neu¬ 
tral". Rival ABN Amro Hoare 
Govett has also moved from 
“undervalued" to "hold” while 
NatWest Markets has cut its 
profits forecast this time 
round by £3 million to £422 
motion. CrSdfr Lyonnais re¬ 
mains a seller. 

A “buy" recommendation 
from Salomon Brothers, the 
US securities house, lifted 
Boots 4hp to 947p. It has also 
raised the target price from 
9SOp to £10.75. But there was a 
better response to a “buy" 
recommendation from ’ Pan- 
mure Gordon, the broker, to 
Dixons which ended the ses¬ 
sion 22p stronger at 559p. 

Profit taking left Tandem 
Group *2p cheaper at 9U p. 
But it cannot be long before we 
see a bid for the leisure 
equipment supplier. Only last 
week a group of investors 
bought an extra 4.6 million at 
7p stretching their holding to 
11.68 million, or I2J7 per cent. 

Electro rues Boutique con¬ 
tinued to attract the buyers 
after reporting a 16-fold in¬ 
crease in profits earlier this 
week. The shares advanced a 
further 4p to 72p. 

Wassail firmed 3p to 323p 
ahead of today’s extraordinary 
general meeting. The group is 
seeking approval to turn from 
an industrial conglomerate 
into a venture capitalist 

□ GILT-EDGED: Bond 
prices ran out of steam with 
traders unable to establish 
any real trend. The minutes of 
the Bank of England Mone¬ 
tary Policy Committee meet¬ 
ing in March made little 
impact and the latest survey 
from the British Retail Con¬ 
sortium had a negative impact 
on sentiment 

In the futures pit the June 
series of the long gilt finished 
three ticks easier at £109-fe as 
the number of contracts com¬ 
pleted reached 45,000. The 
short-dated future ended 0.03 
down at £103.9 on 384 con¬ 
tracts. In the conventional 
market Treasury 8 per cent 
2021 shed £ s u at £129” u, 
while in shorts Treasury 7 per 
cent 2002 was £*32 weaker at 
£103* ’32. 

□ NEW YORK: The Dow 
Jones industrial average was 
up 30.64 to 9.140.84 at midday, 
pulled higher by strength in 
oil stocks after a Wall Street 
analyst upgraded the leading 
firms in the sector. 
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AFTER one of the most humiliating flotations 
in the City's recent history, it would take a 
comeback worthy of John Travolta for loruca 
to ever be taken seriously again. 

Tb be fair, the pioneering wireless telecoms 
company is doing all it can to restore its 
battered image. The question for investors 
now. after today’s inevitable headlines about 
new management and being ahead of 
schedule with its software upgrades, do 
lonica’s shares represent a bargain? The 
shares leapt I7p on yesterday's moves. 

However. lonica’s shares are a bargain 
only for those with a large appetite for risk. 

and who are absolutely convinced that there is 
a place in the market for lonica’s services. It is 
not yet known how long lonica will take to 
roll-out its network nationally (it is under¬ 
standably shy of making forecasts), but many 


observers estimate thai P ote " tia i l , cus “S 
could be waiting until 2004- By 
every electricity, cable and traditional 
telecoms company will be offe 7" g Jjjf 
connections to home users, who will rnevita- 
demanding fast Internet aosss to 
compliment emerging digital broadcasting 
services. As yet, lonica will not oommen on 
whether it will be able to offer such high- 

SP Aqmic might suggest that lonicais offering 
today’s technology ©morrow. The nope is that 
it can compete on cut-price voice services 
alone, and also make money by licensing its 
technology abroad. But given the fierce 
competition. lonica’s disastrous recent track- 
record. its current lack of a financing deal or a 
published roll-out schedule, and the shares 
begin to look cheap for a reason. 
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SHARES in Cable & Wire¬ 
less have been driven sharp¬ 
ly higher by bid speculation 
over the past few months, so 
it was odd for the stock to 
slip a few pence on news of a 
move that could bring such a 
deal closer. 

By selling Telecom Italia a 
20 per cent stake in its West 
Indies business, along with 
its bolding in Bouygues 
Telecom. C&W may have 
found (he powerful partner 
that many feel it wifi, eventu¬ 
ally need. The two telcos are 
already daiming to have 
formed a global partnership 
that will be the second larg¬ 
est international carrier, 
with combined traffic of 17 
billion minutes a year. Al¬ 
though this rather spurious 
statistic is insignificant in 
itself the riaim may point 
the way in which the two 
companies’ thinking is devd- 
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oping. Gian Mario 
Rossi goo fo. chairman on TI. 
was yesterday talking of “a 
common vision for the future 
of the communications busi¬ 
ness". If the relationship 
with Telecom Italia works 
welt it would become natu¬ 
ral to build the strength of 
the alliance through cross- 
shareholdings. 

C&W has secured good 


prices for its assets - this 
sale seems to value C&W 
West Indies at about £3-5 
billion — and it has already 
achieved its target of raising 
El billion from disposals. 
The slake in Bouygues 
brings in £456 miliion. 

Although shares in C&W 
have strongly sharply to 745p 
from 465p in November, 
they still rate a hold. 
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SINCLAIR Montrose is a 
small healthcare company 
that has made rapid progress 
since it floated on Aim at I40p 
two years ago. The shares, 
now fully listed, have ran up 
to 228>2p, helped by the 
enthusiasm for its walk-in 
Medicentres, support from 
Norwich Union and Boots, 
and the recent takeover of 
Premiere Group, a rival 
nursing staff business. 

The worry is that Sinclair 
lacks the resources to match 
its ambitions; yesterday's an¬ 
nual results do nothing to 
dispel this. It is almost impos¬ 
sible to understand what is 
going on from the figures 
disclosed. Even Kate Bleas- 
dale, chief executive, accepts it 
is “misleading" to talk of a 500 
per cent profit improvement at 
the Match staffing business 
when this largely stems from a 
reallocation of management 
charges. Under the gloss, Sin¬ 
clair omitted to mention losing 


an important contract to sup¬ 
ply nurses to Guy’s Hospital. 

This and other deficiencies 
only became clear at the 
analysts' meeting. Net assets 
of only £25 million are 
bolstered tv £1-2 million of 
capitalised costs, including 
money spent on the roll-out of 
Medicentres; an investment 
now to be written off over ten 
rather than three years. Net 
debt already stood at £5.8 
million at the year end, but 
another £1.8 million has since 
gone out to help, pay for 
Premiere. Sinclair is confi¬ 
dent it can finance its plans 
for another 15 walk-in surger¬ 
ies this year. but it is undear 
how. Because of its potential. 
Sinclair has gone- unpun¬ 
ished for reporting reduced 
profits on hugely increased 
sales. The shares, on more 
than 80 times historical earn¬ 
ings, are far too high. Sell. 


Reed Executive 


REED Executive is a tradi¬ 
tional recruitment agency 
that has stuck to its roots. 


with limited involvement in 
high growth areas such as 
the information technology 
sector. This has left it exposed 
to die wider economy, which 
explains why its shares lan¬ 
guish on only 8 times forecast 
earnings. 

The rating is not helped by 
the resources it devotes to 
not-for-profit activities such 
as helping create jobs for 
prisoners and the homeless. 

Still, the strength of the UK 
economy has treated Reed 
well, and the outlook looks 
good for at least another 18 
months. 

And it should benefit from 
last year’s completion of the 
national database that will 
link all its offices. The depre¬ 
dation cost stemming from 
this investment have cut into 
margins, but it should lead to 
improved effiriency. 

This should enable it to im¬ 
prove profits again this year, 
from £16 million to £18 mil¬ 
lion. or about 22.6p of earn¬ 
ings. That looks good value. 


Edited by Paul Durman 
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F ive months ago. the London 
international Financial Fu¬ 
tures and Options Exchange 

!S e J te L kn f? wn 35 Pronounced 
Ufe) finally won permission to 
develop its own dream building. 
For years, Liffe camped out in 
scattered premises that quickly 
became too small. Now Sir Nor¬ 
man Foster, of Stansted airport 
feme, had designed what some 
thought the perfect home for the 
derivatives exchange, already the 
world’s second biggest. It would 
demolish scarcely half the City’s 
Spitaifields market, a vast produce 
centre that history had left behind. 

The centrepiece was to be a 
100.000 square feet trading floor. 
For the first time, there would be a 
home fit for the exchange's famous 
brightly clad, shouting and gestic¬ 
ulating pit traders, who quickly 
came to symbolise London's other¬ 
wise invisible financial markets. 

In futures, things move much 
faster than the real world. Symbol¬ 
ically. Liffe published its “centena¬ 
ry" history last year, when if was 
only 15 years old. No wonder that 
this greatest of our 1980s creations. 


A mid-life crisis at Liffe 


neglected the grim .warnings is¬ 
sued 40 years ago by Professor C 
Northcote Parkinson. 

“A perfection of planned layout 
is achieved only by institutions on 
the point of collapse" he wrote in 
Parkinson's Law. From New Delhi 
to AEI and Lloyd’s, planners have 
striven to prove right his warning: 
“During a period of exciting 
discovery or progress, there is no 
time to plan the perfect headquar¬ 
ters. The time for that comes later, 
when all the important work has 
been done. Perfection is finality; 
and finality is death". 

With luck. Liffe will shrug off 
this scare as a mid-life crisis. Its 
220 shareholding members have 
three months to review the plan. 
Most privately realise that the 
priority is to redesign the exchange 
itself to meet new challenges. The 
chance of needing a vast new 
building five years hence is slim. 

LifTe^ pioneering efforts at 


hedging interest rates, bond, com¬ 
modity and share prices lave 
already become the daily routine 
of commerce. The extrovert dyna¬ 
mism, colour and welcome vulgar¬ 
ity its founders imported from the 
Chicago exchange floors will all 
too probably give way to a colour¬ 
less screen-based cyber-market 
like those in shares and currencies. 

Masters of the counting house 
like the lower dealing costs of an 
electronic market, which might 
link directly to their own computer 
systems. No matter if the intensity 
of human competition in the pit 
and "local" arbitrageurs offer cli¬ 
ents keener trading prices. 

The trigger, as fixtures industry 
leaders tried to tell us, is Europe’s 
monetary union and Britain’s 
absence from it In theory, Liffe 
should continue to exploit its early 
lead, its English language and 
London’s status as Europe’s centre 
of Anglo-Saxon financial culture to 
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maintain its dominance and great¬ 
er depth of liquidity over continen¬ 
tal pretenders. But the advent of 
the euro, and the opening of a 
European central bank in Frank¬ 
furt. give would-be rivals a chance 
to reverse history. They are desper¬ 
ate to grasp it The Frankfurt stock 
exchange and the DTB, its deriva¬ 
tives offshoot, are controlled by 
German banks. They have used 


everything from personal pressure 
to hefty subsidy to repatriate the 
trade in German government 
bond futures, which had previous¬ 
ly been lost to London. 

This breakthrough is more im¬ 
portant than it seems. The bund 
market will evolve into the market 
for eurozone bonds. And the 
electronic trading system that 
allowed the DTB to overcome 
Liffe*s advantages can be used to 
attempt the same trick in short¬ 
term euro interest rates and other 
euro-contracts, which Liffe has 
been at such pains to develop. 
Matif, the perky French exchange, 
has just brought in a new. better 
electronic system, which quickly 
took over most of its trading. 

For such a young, vibrant 
institution. Liffe became strangely 
conservative — easy enough when 
you are regularly hitting new 
trading records. Only last July, 
after what chairman Jade 


Wigglesworth called “a long cool 
look at the business'. Lille'S board 
conduded that its open outcry pit 
system was “the fairest and most 
efficient". This would remain 
“LifTcs predominant trading plat¬ 
form for the foreseeable future". So 
Spitalfields went ahead. 

By July this year, virtually all 
these conclusions are likely to have 
been reversed. One great outcry 
stalwart was David Kyte, a big 
money local who claimed it was 
“the perfect form of competition". 
In March, however, Mr Kyte 
stormed out of a climactic Liffe 
meeting that opted for price cuts 
now and large-scale screen trading 
later, resigned from the board, 
said its leaders were too slow and 
signed up for DTB screens. 

Tomorrow, Liffe members meet 
up to be blown by another wind of 
change. The board wants to cut its 
strength from 24 to 18 (dearly not 
the end of the matter) and replace 


its retiring chairman, last of the 
founders, with a full-time, 
highlypaid one to confront the 
euro challenge. That would leave 
Liffe only two months to fiU the 
post. Its chief executive Daniel 
Hodson, a former City finance 
director who has pushed forward 
much of the delayed reform, looks 
best placed to challenge, but 
alarming names such as Ken 
Clarice have surfaced. 

A week today, Liffe’s board is 
likely to propose ending the co¬ 
operative membership structure, 
which kept trading seats for share¬ 
holders. In a month’s time, mem¬ 
bers will have a chance to vote on 
electronic trading before they sur¬ 
render their democracy. 

Change is gathering momentum. 
But Lille's own state-of-the-art elec¬ 
tronic trading system (a worry in 
itself) is not due to service the 
important contracts until the fourth 
quarter of 1999. That will give Matif 
and the DTB a clear run of nearly a 
year to cry to steal a march in the real 
euro markets. Liffe will survive its 
crisis but a bit of luck and bulldog 
political support would help. 


Crandall prepares to take off 
before BA deal wins approval 


Jon Ashworth 

ponders the 
timing of a 
key departure 
at American 
Airlines 


J ust before Easter in 1991, 
Bob Crandall, tough- 
talking chairman of 
American Airlines, 
strode into the arrivals hall at 
Heathrow airport and 
punched the air in triumph. A 
25-year ambition had been 
realised, with the arrival of the 
first AA service at Europe’s 
most important gateway air¬ 
port. It was a moment to 
savour. 

Seven years on, Crandall. 
62. has caused surprise by 
saying he is to retire next 
month with the biggest prize of 
his career beyond his grasp. 
The much-vaunted global alli¬ 
ance with British Airways, 
unveiled with great fanfare in 
June 1996. remains enmeshed 
in red tape on both sides Of the 
Atlantic. The latest guesswork 
suggests that Brussels is likely 
to give the deal the nod next 
month, with Washington to 
follow by the autumn. Either 
way. Crandall will not be 
around to see his dream fly. 

Bob Ayling. the BA chief 
executive, paid homage yester¬ 
day. saying: “Bob Crandall is 
one of the greats of the post¬ 
war airline industry.” Not 
only has he built AA into a 
formidable force in the fiercely 
competitive US domestic mar¬ 
ket, but has set the standard 
for much of the airline indus¬ 
try. He built the Sabre com¬ 
puter reservation systems into 
an industry benchmark. He 
invented frequent flyer 
programmes. 

Crandall was the among the 
first to recognise the potential 
of UK regional airports, 
launching services to Man¬ 
chester as long ago as 1986. He 
was flying to Birmingham and 
Glasgow long before he suc¬ 
ceeded in breaking down the 
defences at Heathrow. With 
contemporaries such as Ste¬ 
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Stephen Wolt left, and Bob Crandall have shown themselves to be among their sector’s most formidable negotiators 


phen Wolf, chairman of Uni¬ 
ted Airlines until 1994. and 
now chief executive of US 
Airways, Crandall cut a formi¬ 
dable figure in negotiations 
with unions, becoming much 
feared for his uncompromis¬ 
ing approach. 

Raised in Westerly, Rhode 
Island, Crandall joined AA in 
1973 as senior vice-president 
finance, and took the main 
marketing role a year later. In 
1980. he was made president of 
AMR Corporation, AA’S par¬ 
ent company, and took cm the 
additional roles of chairman 
and chief executive officer in 
1985. His successor, Don 
Carty, was appointed AMR 
president in March 1995. 

It remains surprising to see 
Crandall bow out at such a 
critical stage of the BA-Ameri- 
can discussions. He has been 
leading presentations to regu¬ 
lators in Washington and 
Brussels, assisted by Carty. 
Some interpret the timing as 
meaning the deal is either 


Odour toilette 


dead, or that the date cm which 
Crandall has chosen, to retire. 
May 20. is timed to coincide 
with a positive announcement 
from Brussels. This would 
allow him to step out on a high 
note. 

May 20 is the date of AMR’s 
annual shareholders’ meeting. 
Brussels is expected to deliver 
its verdict on BA-American 
during May, so Crandall 
could yet have his moment 
Karel van Miert the Euro¬ 
pean Competition Commis¬ 
sioner, is expected to rule that 
the deal can proceed with the 
proviso that BA gives up a 
substantial number of slots at 
Heathrow. The number could 
be as high as 353. but they 
would be divested in stages, 
softening the impact on BA 

The battleground then shifts 
to Washington, where US 
authorities are drafting a 
liberalised bilateral air ser¬ 
vices agreement between the 
UK and America. This will 
open the market to greater 




JUST AS Napoleon met his 
Waterloo — it looks like the 
More Group is about to meet 
its Superloo. The poster adver¬ 
tising firm is facing a French 
takeover after its bitter enemy. 
Decaux, trumped a £466 mil¬ 
lion agreed bid from Clear 
Channel of the US. 

My man with the mop and 
the bucket of glue tells me that 
Roger Parry, More’s chief 
executive, is less than happy 
about the prospect of working 
for Jean-Frangois Decaux and 
has been suggesting that the 
odd local authority or two 
might kick up a fuss because 
of Decaux’s potentially mo¬ 
nopolistic position in poster 



Bonaconlention: Napoleon 
may be on More’s mind 


sites. Now it seems that M 
Decaux has launched ait of¬ 
fensive du. charme, offering a 
bus-paging system to London 
Transport (that’s one of those 
signs that tells you when the 
next bus is coming) and possi¬ 
bly free superloos for other 
authorities. By this strategy. 
M Decaux hopes to avoid the 
bid being bogged down with 
competition issues. 

Home truth 

A MEMO goes round a Car¬ 
diff office from its facilities 
manager. Gary Brown. It 
bans the use of kettles in the 
building, saying: “Should the 
automatic cut-out on the kettle 
switch fail, then the smoke de¬ 
tectors will activate in the 
building and a major accident 
may be caused." adding that 
there would also be an issue 
about “who covers the cost of 
electricity even though it 
might be a small amount”. 

This may not seem to be 
much of an imposition but 
staff have been up in arms 
about the loss of their dnnks- 
maki ng facilities- The office is 
the information technology 
centre for Hyder- which sup¬ 
plies both electricity and water 
in Wales. 

□ LEAFING through the cat¬ 
alogue for next week's auction 






of the contents of the City of¬ 
fices of Yamaichi Internation¬ 
al, / note with interest lots 
4259. 4260 and 4261. All are 
sets of golf dubs. The reason 
why a Japanese securities firm 
might have owned three sets of 
golf clubs might have a bear¬ 
ing on why it went bust. 


competition — allowing a 
flood of new US entrants to 
Heathrow — and allow BA- 
American to dear the various 
regulatory hurdles. 

Joel Klein, head of the anti¬ 
trust division at the US De¬ 
partment of Justice, is 
weighing up the likely impact 
of BA-American on transatlan¬ 
tic competition — a big stick¬ 
ing point with rivals such as 
Richard Branson’s Virgin Al¬ 
lantic — but the final word on 
the deal rests with the Depart¬ 
ment of Transport Klein is a 
figure of considerable influ¬ 
ence, however, and brings 
significant weight to the delib¬ 
erations. The Department of 
Transport has given interested 
parties until May II to submit 
comments. BA and American 
have a further month in which 
to reply further. 

It was intended that BA- 
American would take to the air 
in April 1997. ushering in a 
new era of seamless travel. 
BA which carries 38 million 


to Foodservice Intelligence’s 
knowledge of the market but 
they dearly have not sampled 
the product 

Life of Jobs 

BITTER recriminations in the 
computer industry, where 
Steve Jobs of Apple has insti¬ 
tuted a measure of stupidity 
called a “Gfl-o-Meter” in hon¬ 
our of his predecessor, Gilbert 
Amefio. Further up the West 
Coast there are worries about 
the strain being pul on Bill 
Gates at Microsoft thanks to 
the coincidence of a US Justice 
Department investigation and 
a hate-mail campaign against 
king nerd. Writing in Com¬ 
puter Weekly , Gary Cooper, of 
Manchester University, ad¬ 
vises Gates “to spend more 
time with his family and let 
others take the flak for a 
change". Something with 
which Steve Jobs would no 
doubt concur. 


passengers a year, serving 82 
destinations in 65 countries, 
would link with American’s 
formidable US domestic net¬ 
work. radiating from hubs in 
Dallas/Fort Worth, Chicago 
and Miami. American and its 
domestic partner. American 
Eagle, serve 151 US cities. 

Co-ordinating timetables 
would speed passengers 
through two or three changes 
of aircraft, pooling frequent 
flyer points along the way. 
Transatlantic cargo schedules 
would be synchronised. There 
would be no exchange of 
equity. American and BA 
would remain separate enti¬ 
ties, retaining their own 
brands and identities. 

Crandall said ar the time: 
This alliance links two air¬ 
lines known for excellence and 
innovation in customer ser¬ 
vice. Customers will now have 
access to many more online 
destinations and an extraordi¬ 
narily wide choice of routings 
and departure times, all at 


fine Leicestershire firm of 
Caterfish — suppliers of fresh 
and frozen foods to die cater¬ 
ing industry — is sponsoring 
one of Leicester City^s players. 
His name? Steve Guppy. 


□ CO-OPERATIVE Bank, 
the first financial institution 
to issue a bio-degradable 
credit card . should be a tad 
embarrassed by the publica¬ 
tion of its first social and envi¬ 
ronmental report In spite of 
Co-op Bants green creden¬ 
tials, it has not reqyded a sin¬ 
gle drinks can in the past year. 
“We spend two years investi¬ 
gating how to dispose of strip 
lighting, but miss the most ob¬ 
vious things," confessed a 
bank insider. 


Jason Nissfe 


What a sauce In the net 


1 AM feeling ride, having just 
read a report entitled The 
Foodservice Market for Side 
of Plate Sauces 1998. It reveals 
that in the UK’s restaurants 
and eafes customers ate their 
way through 11,169 tonnes of 
tomato ketchup. 9,802 tonnes 
of mayonnaise and an aston¬ 
ishing 6,074 tonnes of brown 
sauce each year. It adds: 
“Brown sauce has once again 
established itself as a North¬ 
ern delicacy." Delicacy? I bow 


MY THANKS to Tom Smeai- 
on. chairman of Leicester City, 
the stock market listed football 
club. The genial Mr Smeaton 
praised this newspaper's cov¬ 
erage of the company’s results 
in die programme for the 3-3 
draw against Southampton 
this week. Perusing this fine 
work — which I see won CMA 
Premiership Programme of 
the Year 1997 and FPB Pro¬ 
gramme of the Year 1998, I 
note an intriguing entry. The 
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“I’m afraid its still 
up in the air” 


competitive fares." 

It now looks as though the 
alliance will fly. but not until 
well into 1999. BA and Ameri¬ 
can have watched with in¬ 
creasing frustration as two 
other leading airline 
groupings have set about in¬ 
creasing their market share. 
The Star Alliance, based on 
the combination of United 
Airlines and Lufthansa, has 
been marketing itself aggres¬ 
sively. Delta Air Lines and 
Swissair have sealed a similar 
link. Both groupings are being 
examined retrospectively by 
van Miert. leading BA to 
complain about discrimina¬ 
tion in Brussels. 

BA and American set up a 
joint alliance team to co¬ 
ordinate activities, but there 
was never any question of 
Crandall taking a^senior joint 
role in the alliance. While the 
alliance is important to Ameri¬ 
can. some 70 per cent of its 
business is domestic, and it is 
struggling to make its pres¬ 
ence felt in the Far East. For 
Crandall, the alliance was not 
the only issue on the agenda. 

The idea was — and is — to 
keep the carriers separate, 
while sharing revenues from 
the lucrative transatlantic run. 
This, of course, has been 
seized on as a “sham" by 
Virgin and the rest. They say 
BA-American is a monopoly in 
all but name, and must be 
stopped. 

Such is the carriers’ stran¬ 
glehold on key transatlantic 
routes, they say, that fares will 
inevitably rise. According to 
BA and American, opening 
Heathrow to competition wifi 
bring fares down. These are 
the issues exercising minds in 
Washington and Brussels. 

Crandall’s departure de¬ 
flects some of tiie attention 
from Ayling, who has other 
issues to grapple with, includ¬ 
ing ongoing disquiet over BA’s 
lurid tailfins. Morale among 
employees remains low. Pas¬ 
sengers continue to complain 
about lost and delayed lug¬ 
gage, although BA says things 
are improving. Travel agents 
are angry about a shift to 
performance-related commis- I 
sions. Crandall, taking his 
bow after a lifetime in the 
airline industry, will watch 
from the sidelines with a wry 
smile. He has seen it all before. 


Hearing scary 
monsters and 
super speech 

M ost film-goers mil. ^P111" 

at some point in 
their lives, ask 


M ost film-goers wfll, 
at some point in 
their (Ives, ask 
themselves the following 
question why, in nearly all 
sci-fi movies, can the terrify' 
mg purple monsters who in¬ 
habit alien solar systems bil¬ 
lions of light years away from 
Earth, speak English? 

It is a question that poses no 
problem for Endeavour Tech¬ 
nologies, the tiny electronic 
translation company based in 
Surrey. Endeavour is develop¬ 
ing software that instantly 
translates what you say into a 
language of your choice. 

Endeavour says its prod¬ 
ucts wfll soon allow you to 
have a telephone conversation 
or a video conference with a 
colleague in Tokyo, where 
everything you say comes out 
in fluent Japanese, and every¬ 
thing your colleague says 
comes out in fluent English. 

At least that is the theory. 
Peter AngdL managing direc¬ 
tor of Endeavour, admits that 
it will take up to 18 months for 
the project — called Tower of 
Babel—to become a commer- 
rial reality. Another catch is 
the cost which is expected to 
be about £40 an hour. “It’s not 
cheap, but then it’s not overly 
expensive either.” Mr Angel! 
says. “An interpreter can cost 
up to £200 an hour, and they 
can be difficult to get hold of.” 

This week Endeavour re¬ 
ceived a vote of confidence 
from Lemout & Hauspie — 
the Belgian speech recogni¬ 
tion and translation group — 
when it said it would buy a 10 
per cent stake of the Ofex- 
listed company. 

At present Endeavour 
specialises in developing 
speech recognition software 
that turns spoken words into 
written text It also provides 
video-conferendng services 
and sells translation software. 
Mr Angdl’s plan is to merge 
all these services into one to 
create a seamless electronic 
translation process which wfll 
be considerably more conven¬ 
ient and cost-effective than a 
human translator. 

As well as allowing you to 
speak in another language; 
Endeavour's software will 
also provide instant transcrip¬ 
tions of translated conversa¬ 
tions. The company is also 



BOX 


working on products which 
wfll instantly translate short 
documents online, or provide 
a delayed translation of large 
documents such as weighty 
legal files. 

Endeavour's plans mil un¬ 
doubtedly provoke fierce de¬ 
bate in the translating comm¬ 
unity. Mr Angefl is aware that 
his products are never likely to 
be used to translate Jean-Paul 
Sartre. His focus is on im¬ 
proving communication in em¬ 
erging markets. “In China, in 
particular, people are rushing 
to get linguistic skills." he says. 
“But what they are putting'in 
place is an IT infrastructure. 
We want to use that” 

□ POSTAGE stamps that are 
downloaded from the Internet 
on to personal computers and 
produced by home printers 
could soon be in use in the US. 
A Californian company called 
E-Stamp has developed soft¬ 
ware that turns PCs into 
stamp machines. The only 
hardware needed is a small 
device that attaches to your 
printer and stores the value of 
the stamps bought 

□ A BRITISH software com¬ 
pany that bravely claims to 
have developed a hacker- 
proof security system this 
week said it had proved its 
success. Hie company, called 
Janus Software, put up a 
£10.000 reward to hackers 
who could break into its soft¬ 
ware. Hacking is particularly 
worrying for large companies, 
which are at risk from indust¬ 
rial espionage, and govern¬ 
ments. The number of cyber- 
attacks on the Pentagon is est¬ 
imated at 250,000 a year. 
Janus’s challenge, which end¬ 
ed at Sam yesterday, attracted 
80,000 hackers from all over 
the world. None of them 
managed to break into the 
company's software. 

Chris Ayres 
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Profits fall 
at Owens 
Coming 

Owens Coming reported 
an SO per cent drop in its 
first-quarter profit but the 
results still beat Wall 
Street estimates and the 
company said restructur¬ 
ing plaits were on track. 
The maker of glass fibre 
composites and building 
materials systems said net 
income was $8 million, or 
16 cents per diluted share, 
down from $42 million, or 
76 cents a share. 

Before a series of 
exceptional^, operating in¬ 
come was $6 million, or 12 
cents per diluted share, 
easily beating the consen¬ 
sus first call estimate of 
seven cents a share. Quar¬ 
terly net sales rose 30 per 
cent to a reconi $1.14 
billion. Building materials 
pitched in $856 million, an 
increase of 41 per cent 
from a year ago. helped by 
acquisitions in the exterior 
systems business and by 
strong housing starts. 

Earnings flat 
at Coca-Cola 

Coca-Cola suffered a 13 per 
cent fall in first quarter 
earnings to $857 million 
(£509 million), hurt by the 
strong dollar. The world's 
largest maker of soft 
drinks said earnings fell 
despite a rise in sales to 
$4.46 billion from $4.14 
billion, and a 14 per cent 
jump in the number of 
cases shipped world wide: 
Basic earnings for the first 
quarter were 34 cents a 
share. In the first quarter 
of 1997, basic earnings 
were 39 cents, including an 
8 cents after-tax gain from 
the sale of the company's 
interest in Coca-Cola & 
Schweppes Beverages. 

Eyecare at 
the double 

Eyecare Products, the 
spectacle framemaker that 
lost its chief executive and 
more than half its value in 
the past 18 months, yester¬ 
day reported 1997 pre-tax 
profits of El million, dou¬ 
ble the previous year. 
Earnings per share for the 
year to December 31 rose 
67 percent to Ip. However, 
rather than pay a final 
dividend, the board will 
seek to use the cash to 
grow the business. It will 
review dividend payments 
on receipt of the current 
half-year results. 


Investcorp gets clearance for 
Watmoughs and BPC deals 


By Martin Barrow 

INVESTCORP, the invest¬ 
ment group based in Bahrain, 
was yesterday cleared to pro¬ 
ceed with'two major acquisi¬ 
tions that will significantly 
change the face of commercial 
printing in the U K. 

Margaret Beckett President 
of rhe Board of Trade, has 
decided not to refer to the 
Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission the takeover of 
Watmoughs and privately- 
owned British Printing Corpo¬ 
ration (BPC), which wiU now 


be merged into a single entity. 
Investrorp’s bid for Wat¬ 
moughs values it at £250 
million, a significant premium 
to a rival £188 million hostile 
bid by Quebecor. of Canada. 
Although financial details of 
the acquisition of BPC have 
not been disclosed, the com¬ 
pany is believed to be worth 
more than Watmoughs. lifting 
the value of the combined 
transaction to more than £600 
million. 

Both companies are to be 
merged, with Tony Rudston. 
chief executive of BPC. expect¬ 


ed to run the combined busi¬ 
ness. Mr Rudston is also in 
line for a £500,000 bonus by 
way of compensation for 
abandoning plans to float BPC 
on the stock market 

Investcorp’s plan has raised 
concern about the substantial 
market share the combined 
business will enjoy. 

With annual sales of £560 
million, the company will 
have more than 90 per cent of 
Britain's gravure capacity, 
necessary tor long runs of 
quality printing. Among the 
magazines the combined com¬ 


pany is contracted to print are 
Cosmopolitan. Woman’s 
Own. GQ , Hello and Country 
Life. It will also have 50 ]Kr 
cent of the newspaper colour 
supplement market 
BPC once owned by the late 
Robert Maxwell, has struggled 
since being acquired by a man¬ 
agement team eight years ago, 
despite extensive cost-cutting. 
Mr Rudston is likely to imple¬ 
ment another major round of 
cutbacks once the merger is 
completed, although details of 
likely closures and redundan¬ 
cies are sketchy. Investcorp has 



Seeing eye to eye: Kate Bleasdale, chief executive, at Sinclair Montrose's Medicaltre. in Oxford Street 


set aside £100 million for 
investment in the business to 
help it to compete with more 
efficient Euro^an rivals. 

Investcorp'S other UK inter¬ 
ests indude Welcome Break, 
the motorway service station 
chain acquired for £476 mil¬ 
lion. Other investments held 
by Investcorp and its clients 
include stakes in Saks Fifth 
Avenue, the US retailer. 
Investcorp was also involved 
in the successful flotation of 
Gucd, the luxury brand. 

Commentary, page 27 

Sinclair to 
open 15 new 
surgeries 

ByPaulDurman 

SINCLAIR MONTROSE, 
the fast-growing healthcare 
company, is planning to open 
another 15 Medicentres, the 
walk-in surgeries that were 
criticised recently by the Con¬ 
sumers’Association. 

In the past year, it has 
added eight surgeries to the 
pilot, it opened at Victoria 
Station, in London, in 1996. 

The Consumers' Associ¬ 
ation criticised record-keep¬ 
ing and the failure of some of 
the Medicentres to pass treat¬ 
ment details to patients' own 
doctors. 

Sinclair Montrose reported 
a 158 percent increase in sales, 
before acquisitions, to £15.7 
milli on- As it had warned, 
pre-tax profits fell from 
£892,000 to £647.000. 

The company, which is 
forecast to make nearly £3 
million profit this year, is 
paying a dividend of 02p. 


Tempos, page 28 


S kills shortage mars building recovery 



ByAiasdair Murray 

ECONOMICS CORRESPONDENT 

THE construction industry is 
enjoying its best growth rate 
for nearly a decade but is 
running into serious skills 
shortages, the Royal Institute 
of Chartered Surveyors said 
yesterday. 

The institute's survey of 
activity during the first quar¬ 


ter of this year showed output 
increasing for the eighth 
successive quarter, while con¬ 
struction businesses remain 
confident that there will be a 
steady improvement in activi¬ 
ty throughout the year ahead 
For the first time since 1989. 
workload Increased in every 
region of the UK. with Millen¬ 
nium projects boosting the 
whole industry. The sharpest 


rise in activity came in Wales 
and the South West, where 
output was 4 3 per cent higher 
than a year ago. Scotland and 
Northern Ireland also report¬ 
ed strong growth rates. 

The institute gave warn¬ 
ing, however, that many 
companies are facing seri¬ 
ous skills shortages, with 
about 50 per cent of com¬ 
panies finding difficulties 


recruiting skilled labour. The 
institute said that some of 
these problems result from the 
half a million redundancies in 
the building industry during 
the early 1990s. when many 
skilled labourers were forced 
to retrain for other jobs. 

Growth was strongest in the 
private commerriaJ sector, 
where activity increased 39 
per cent last year. Industrial 


property recorded a 13-1 per 
cent increase but the private 
housing, public housing and 
public works sectors made 
much smaller gains. 

Richard Houghton, of the 
institute, said: “We are enjoy¬ 
ing a period of stability in the 
industry. However, we are 
still at only 54 per cent of die 
1988 level, which illustrates the 
severity of the recession." 


the TIMES THURSDAY APRIL 161998 


Micro shares rise as 
chief sets return date 

SHARES in Micro Focus, the computer prpgammhig 
jumped 27 4 p to 537*p yesttrday, »fer Jtaid 
Martin Waters its chief executive, would return to work ln 
May after undergoing successful heart by-pass surgery Mr 
Waters decided to have the operation at Stanford Memorial 
Hospital California, late last week on the advice of his 

pf *^^ I fortunate to have surgery after the close of our fiscal 
year, and during a time when Micro Focus’s business is 
proceeding well and momentum is strong, he said. "We 
remain confident that the company will achieve first quarter 
revenue and profit expectations as well as continued growth 
for the current year." The company, which is quoted on the 
London Stock Exchange and Nasdaq in the US, earned a net 
income of $ 14.6 million {£8.8 million) last year, compared to a 
loss of $14.7 million in 1996. 

Wyevale directors sell 

TWO directors of Wyevale Garden Centres have sold 
almost £]5 million of shares in their compamy. Brian 
Evans, chairman, sold 150.000 shares in the company at 
340p each earlier this week making £510,000. Peter 
Williamson, a director of Wyevale, sold 250,000 at 340p 
each, making E850.000. Wyevale shares remained 
unchanged at 3464p yesterday after the announcement 
was made. The shares peaked recently at 365p. 

Compco buys 24 offices 

COMPCO HOLDINGS, the property investment and 
development group, is to acquire the freehold of The Ivories, a 
former factory in Islington, North London, for E225 million. 
The Ivories was converted in 1986 into 24 office units and 
produces rental income of £263,000-a-year. The company 
said the acquisition will be paid for by the allotment of 
965,665 new ordinary Compco shares, which have been 
conditionally placed at 233p per share. 

Luxury cars boost Jacks 

SHARES in William Jacks, the vehicle distributor, rose 9p to 
754 p after the company revealed pre-tax profits rose from 
£12 million to £189 million in the year to the end of January. 
Earnings rose from 633p to 9.19p. and the total dividend 
increases from 225p to 3L5p after payment of a 225p final. 
Sales rose £22.4 million to £131.7 million, with luxury-market 
sales of BMW, Mercedes, Jaguar. Rover and Chrysler up 19 
per cent against an industry average of 5 per cent 

City North plans float 

CITY NORTH, the specialist residential property company, 
is planning a stock market flotation next month. The 
company, which invests in property located within a five- 
mile radius of Oxford Circus, in Central London, hopes to 
raise £10 mflGon by placing new shares mainly with 
institutional investors. The company’s property portfolio 
includes 300 flats and at the end of December was 
independently valued at about £365 million. 

J&J’s healthy earnings 

JOHNSON & JOHNSON, the US healthcare products 
company. lifted first-quarter earnings 11 percent to $1 billion 
(£593.6million), in line with expectations. Sales rose 1 per cent 
to $55 billion. Total domestic sales were up 5 per cent bur a 
strong dollar affected international sales, down 3 per cent 
Domestic pharmaceutical sales rose 22 per cent to$12biUion. 
compared with $960 million in the 1997 first quarter. World 
pharmaceutical sales were $21 billion, against $1.9 billion. 


Getting a grip on intangibles 


Baruch Lev exploded accounting 
myths. Anthony Carey assesses 
the impact of his Leake lectures 


A ccounting research is ir¬ 
relevant It fails, to ad¬ 
dress the real issues 
confronting the business com¬ 
munity and adds little to policy- 
making in areas such as the 
setting of accounting standards. 
Professor Baruch Lev. the emi¬ 
nent American academic, ex¬ 
ploded these myths in his recent 
P. D. Leake lectures on intangi¬ 
bles and in doing so challenged 
the existing way of doing things 
or. to be more precise, of not 
doing them. Intangibles, by 
their nature, are not seen, but 
Lev argued that far more should 
be heard of them, especially 
through their being capitalised 
in companies' balance sheets. 

His research is driven by a 
concern that the impact of 
change in the business environ¬ 
ment on companies' operations 
and well-being is nor adequately 
captured by our present report¬ 
ing system. He believes that 
financial statements have be¬ 
come much less useful to inves¬ 
tors because expenditure on 
creating a new broad range of 
“soft" intangible assets, such as 
patents, brand names, software 
and customer bases, is generally 
written off as incurred, rather 
than capitalised and amortised 
over the asset's useful life. 

Unravelling the effect of such 
an approach on corporate earn- 


Knowledge 
is power 

THE global accounting firms 
are always trumpeting their 
success at compiling huge 
databases of knowledge that 
they can then pass on. for a 
fee, to clients. But there are 
problems — people tend to 
hold onto what they know. 
Knowledge is still power, 
whatever information techno¬ 
logists may argue. So Arthur 
Andersen has devised a fiend¬ 
ish new device to get around 
this. The gizmo trawls dara- 


ings and net assets is practically 
impassible. Clearly the high- 
technology, research-intensive 
industries such as pharma¬ 
ceuticals. telecommunications 
and software development are 
affected more than others. The 
critical point, however, from a 
stock market valuation perspec¬ 
tive is that (he impact on a sector 
varies over time and between 
individual companies within it. 
When* a firm or industry is 
young, a policy of capitalisation 
will tend to increase income in 
absolute terms and the return 
on equity as earnings will 
generally rise proportionately 
more than equity. 

By contrast, later on in the life 
cycle, increasing amortisation 
charges from the capitalised 
assets will more than offset the 
earnings enhancement effect 
from capitalising new expendi¬ 
ture such that the policy of 
immediate writeoff then has a 
flattering effect on earnings. 
Earnings trends are distorted 
and useful information is de¬ 
nied to investors. 

Lev's research into the 
accounting treatment of soft¬ 
ware expenditure by more than 
160 companies suggests users 
do find the information provid¬ 
ed by assets being capitalised 
helpfol even though significant 
subjectivity surrounds figures. 



Anthony Carey says accounting for intangibles is a trade-off 


Professor Lev has also specu¬ 
lated on why analysts are not 
pressing for capitalisation. He 
mentions the traditional view 
th3t well-connected analysts can 
obtain information directly 
from management on products 
under development and, there¬ 
fore, are noi worried about the 
disclosure of headline informa¬ 
tion in the form of balance sheet 
carrying amounts. In addition, 
he suggests there may be anxi¬ 
eties about capitalisation as it 
makes it harder for them to 


predict earnings reliably since 
the amortisation charge is deter¬ 
mined by fairly volatile (actors 
such as the anticipated profit on 
new products. 

Lev argues that standard- 
setters should remove one of the 
principal barriers to the capital¬ 
isation of intangible^ by pro¬ 
viding additional guidance on 
when there is the necessary cert¬ 
ainty that the expected future 
benefits from intangibles will be 
realised. He goes on to suggest, 
more eomentiously, that the fo- 




ANY OTHER BUSINESS 


bases in secret and whenever 
it sees a bright idea removes it 
and shares it with the rest of 
the firm. So far this system of 
involuntary contribution to 
the knowledge databases op¬ 
erates in the tax departments. 
But it cannot be long before it 
takes over the world. 

Property pile 

IT IS not just the foture Scot¬ 
tish Parliament that is think¬ 


ing of abandoning its original 
buildings and heading for Ed¬ 
inburgh’s regenerated wine- 
bar quarter in Leith Docks. 
The Scots ICA. resplendent in 
its headquarters building 
overlooking Queen's Slreel 
Gardens, has received an offer 
from a properly developer 
who fancies turning the build¬ 
ing. council chamber and all. 
into flats. Rumour has it that 
the council, which only last 
year was trying to be creative 


with plummeting property 
valuations in the accounts, is 
templed. 

KPMG tartan 

M EANWHILE. expect an out¬ 
break of tartan memorabilia 
at KPMG. It appears that the 
firm has got together with the 
esteemed and long-established 
firm of Macnaughtons of fii- 
lochry and has had its own 
tartan designed. It was a com- 


cus should be on intangibles 
passing specified technical feasi¬ 
bility tests. U they da they 
should be required to be capital¬ 
ised, ending the present practice 
of leaving many off-balance 
sheet in the shadows, thereby 
avoiding the risk of an amortisa¬ 
tion charge at some future date. 
Those with memories of Rolls- 
Royce's problems two decades 
ago may feel proper attention 
also needs to be paid to com¬ 
mercial feasibility as this may 
well be the stumbling block to a 
technically excellent product be¬ 
ing taken into the marketplace. 

It is not necessary to share 
Professor Lev’s conclusions in 
full to welcome this important 
contribution to the debate on 
how we account for what are 
many businesses’ most valuable 
corporate assets. Accounting for 
intangibles is about shades of 
grey, rather than black and 
white. It is about the tradeoff 
between relevance and reliabil¬ 
ity and between what informa¬ 
tion should be provided on 
intangibles in the management 
discussion and analysis section 
of the accounts to enable users 
to understand them property 
whilst at the same time recog¬ 
nising the commercial sensitiv¬ 
ities of some disclosures. The 
real worry, as Professor Lev 
points out, is not that many 
directors are refusing to disclose 
relevant information about the 
management of their intangi¬ 
bles, but that they do not 
themselves possess it. 

The author is director of research at 
the Institute of Chartered Ac- 
countants in England and Wales ! 


plex procedure involving Mc¬ 
Gregor tartans and 
McLintock tartans and the col¬ 
ours of the KPMG logo. But 
the result is that you may find 
the firm's chunky worldwide 
chief. Colin Sharman, bearing 
down upon you wearing lurid 
tartan creeks. Or at the very 
least some tasteful tartan- 
bound desk diaries or confer¬ 
ence folders may be coming 
your way if you are a favoured 
client The tartan, as a spokes¬ 
man for Macnaughtons said, 
is “unique". 


The profession will 
always be supreme 


ONE of the many remarkable aspects of the 
accountancy profession as the fastest grow¬ 
ing profession of this century is the consisten¬ 
cy of the firms that have taken it forward. Ifa 
traveller in H G Wells's Time Machine had 
moved a century on and wanted to set up a 
company to exploit die knowledge gained, 
the odds are the employee could go to exactly 
the same firm that he or she had known at the 
outset of the journey. 

The top seven firms in 1886 included 
Deloittes, Coopers and Price Waterhouse. 
Equally consistent has been the ability of 
accountants to make large amounts of money 
out of their business. In 1898, the original 
Deloitte left £42 million in today's money. In 
1917, the original Waterhouse left £5.1 
million. In 1936. the original Peat left E21JB 
million. There is no doubt that across the 
business world of the past hundred years it is 
the accountants who have been the most 
successful at growing therr business and 
reaping its rewards. The above figures come 
from a fascinating book that 
is a definitive history of the 
accountancy profession. 

Called The Priesthood of 
Industry, ft is by a trio of 
academics from Cardiff, in- JKEL “ 
eluding Dick Edwards, the U&3KL 

leading accounting historian 
of his generation. 

The book's aim is to show 
why accountants have risen 
to dominate the business 
world and does so with a wgra,, ■ 

persuasive thesis and an 
encyclopaedic collection of 
stories. 

It differs from much of the 
current academic assump¬ 
tions about the accounting Dz-m 

world. As the introductory KOI 

section shows, traditional ae- T2n 

ademic thought from Karl ^ 

Marx through to Hugh 


Robert 

Bruce 


rise of accountants in Britain is principally 
attributable to the demand placed by society 
on the value of the services that they supply. 

Accountants must be doing something 
right In 1881 there were 1.47a by 1981. there 
were 141.913. and by 1995, 233.620. Even 
s trippi ng out overseas members, the 1995 
figure of qualified accountants working In 
Britain was 186^26, which is 0.73 per cent of 
the UK employed labour force. 

For years this has been the old chestnut of 
economists. Britain, with a mass of accoun¬ 
tants. did badly, while Germany, with hardly 
any, did well. But economic times change, 
and in any case the authors show that the 
relative numbers of accountants had as much 
to do with tile nature of company laws as 
anything else. “Prussia," they point out “had 
generated only 37 joint-stock companies by 
1850. whereas 755 companies were listed on 
the London Stock Exchange alone in 1842" 
Between 1890 and 1900 some 1.600 com¬ 
panies were established in Germany whereas 
in 1900 alone some 4,966 
. companies were set op in 

tala Britain. U is small wonder 

that one country needed 
'none accountants than the 

rB J* was that growth, com- 
bined with a lack of any 
recognised academic route 
rr \ | to business management. 

y j) which meant that the ae- 

2§s5 yfy countants Inevitably became 

the business leaders. The 
authors agree that for many 
-years the accountancy quali¬ 
fication has been the only 
serious professional prepa- 

-J ration_ for would-be manag- 

SRT e p. in , business. And, 

fir, although this is now under 

threat they conclude that as 
■MaaMBSMi a result of the dominance 


iniUA UUUUgll IV ■ lUgll K,,!U u. 

Willmon argues that the accountancy profes- that accountant**!™ Sir ,f .***"« “"likely 
sion is a scandalous and corrupt cartel that position as displaced from their 

holds the rest of the business work! to That of 

ransom. This is the great conspiracy theory brwlth^ami25 ,te 5 two thia &. the 
which provides critics like Austin MitdielL foTTpportuiJS ^^. wo/ * *dr eye 

Labour MP for Great Grimsby, with his author? “is SrTJf JS7 factor ’” D* 
ammunition. undertakehvSL o -J^ dc °f work 

The book takes a more rational line and cv pufa,ic a«»unlan- 

suggests that far from being a conspiracy, the mwiinZ.* station of business 

phenomenal growth of the profession has 
been a very traditional business story. “We 
lake the view," say the authors “that the 
accountant is an enthusiastic income 
maximiser, who pursues selF-interest at the 


requirements rather 

statutory edict". a response to 


Robert Bruce 


taice tne view, say me Minors "that the □ ThePri^th^ r. , 

accountant is an enthusiastic income the Prof2fit£% °f lnd ustry -The Rise of 

maximiser, who pursues self-interest at the in British 

expenseof other groups, and welcomes the Malcolm 

enhanced social status conferred by Society." publish^ bTorfSlrf t * 

They say the evidence demonstrates that the £40 ° y 0rfbrd Un 'versity Press, price 
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OIL & GAS 





289 207bHteB P&crt 264b- 3 14 . 

2KN 165brtrita 213b 37 106 

3/D 310 toted 332b- 1 42 F77 

103b 148 tate Hreets i76 - T 32 11J 

5SV xtbtan MM 516 - pt (6 347 

X 2*V®nd X - b 32 105 

378 2SD Lriata 3* + 6 27 741 

E6b iSJblorefci Us 188b- ?. 55 136 
242V laZ’iteBMOHta 23?b- 3 2* 176 

1B1V 128TUS1 [fldl 128b- 1 16 206 

S9>. Mbteten Ml 4SV ... 45 

560b 4l8VltoJMM0Cog 560b+ 3 19 216 

IT 1 term HMds I 
10?! rr.Hre«ae Uri 95 - V 2.1 KU 

E® WNNoftaa SOS - IBb 16 27 

74b 56b?terB Utsri 56b- 3V 151 31 
ST MTtoecatenu* 24 - b 11 92 

26 uvonm itai a + v . . 46 

«i mbfttai&ret 403 - 5 09 150 

+9 XTRegtalnril Cb ... 36 .. 

73T 5DT (tea* tods E 72b 36 152 

190D 1175 Sm teta -At 1557b . . T7 205 
51b 2tote 35 ... 

25ZS 232VSKM (Mi)t 2Cb* I 47 117 


H JSH 1275 895 


212 IBbAttU Oat 
32b ISbAIBOOO te 
64V S< Anris 
77 63 TAb (21 S &a 
27b 9b Arid PB 

430 29BV& Herne, 

MSN 
959 TOBbM PMtetet 
IT O’.BbCi Hnoretri 


212 ♦ 3T IJ .. 

Ib V . 
e*>- <•. . 
or . 

353T+ 1 10 . 

299 + 3b 34 255 


496b 323b Ctafi Erector 


Carit 1179 - 6 


T19 89 Ctrtfca 110 

14V IIP. tirio lbs HP. 

21b more* Pei 21 

72b SlbOMBnOfl 56b 

28*! 19b fatal 01 5 Sit 20 

10 SVErtated bag 5b 
596b 510 Etetari 529 

14V <1 Freue 11V 

3»b 241'rtoOjtN 2S8V 
«, 47V 33b JO! IIOI X 

t - ] S 300TKPC Ad* ran 3» 

XD 240 LASMOt .TO 

\) \\ Ob 35VUrtdUMt X 

11 B4V 59 Atanetf 59 

tV 2090V 5l2bto» Hrifl ZS2B*. 

1“ \zi 97 «Steen I HP* 

tn «> »■ 41*.to® 45*. 

■LO <52 u. — - - - m. 


58V 4iv(bror 
54V JTVtorierr 
50 9>Ptecrrt fe 
414 331 

Xl6b 3031*. tori DU FI 


MTV- y»... 

110 - b .... 
Hh- v.. 

21 . .. 
56V+ 3V . . 

3 . 19 145 

5b- V... . 

529 + 4 4.1 277 

11V . <23 

258V- 3b 05 . . 
£ ... 

350 - 10 1 1 31.7 

.TO + 2 OS GS6 
S .. 218 .. 

59 - b . 

526*. . 26 03 

IHP.+ 2V .. 

45V . .. 

37*.- V 26 79 



TRANSPORT 


315 210 Ai LtrtJtro 315 

357 215 At Mppa Ac 2D 

512b 344'rAnitat 51V 

388 282*1 Aside Ek PBW 360 

367 artAridogt: 350 


315+11 26 193 

2D + V <L5 . 

511b- 1 31 14 j 


3D OrtrAteloafc 
244 lECVMBnte 
640 402V BM 

E51 438 Br Attatia 

110T SQMtatem (HI 
179T rabOrteon on 

352b 317b Orel 
67b 43TEurinal IAS 
39) SnbFnfcnw. 


IS Row LtadesJt 12 


233b- b 18 Z41 
631 - 5 25 103 

615 - 10b 12 306 
Wi . il . 
175b ... 46 . 
3S2V+ 6 24 17J 

58b+ Ib . . 
385-5 13 27A 


£ + IT . . 

395 + 13V <8 7.1 
3421V + 12V 27 265 



SHORTS (under 5 yeas) 


E9D 580 FdBIl FWK 
60C 510 Ca-AWBtl 

601 b 490 Goafc [am 
441 3Sbtotake Gp 
1055 740 Ml CM 

»> T4V9CHB1 
W 9) Ifl D-SM fill 
615 490 ktovr Oddre) 
187V 13BVIR 
ID 676 no Earns) 
005 SETbDan Gnreret 
IWb 92b (ton Wbri 
HST* €60 PAS Mtt 
116V 10/vP I 0 55% 
n»3b 57 ib Dirt rei 
IX 98 SriMen (0 
47V X SriBM 
28> 344 tecapd Star 

311b 1® Smart 
icm 7a StacoBai 
6X 547b tire* 8 to) 
300 35! roci 

11Gb 7Gb [retard 
72b 38b U)0 Unreal 


as - Zb 22 176 
367V- 20b 03 402 
TOE 05 225 

8Bb+ IV 32 305 

87V. 

612b- Ib 30 215 
1SN- 2 39 109 

887 + 3b 19 200 
794 - 3V 23 244 
97 + 2b 49 174 

888 + 4 U70.1 

112 ♦ V 81 . 
W13 - 19 26 19L2 

118 ..66 17.1 

« .. 09 3tL4 

281 + 1 56 94 

259 - ?a 26 319 
B36S+ « 13 22/ 


WATER 


429**+ IS 33 MB 

575 - 5b 23 1401 40D9V S2S) Ari 6rei 


400SV 3250 Art bn 3909V- 37b 2J . Wa 101V liffiMI 

00 97 IX MB Atagta MB 128 .. 102 Wfl nto* WP* Bri>l?A 

2b if 06 64b 53bBatted Sfb- 2 11b 03 mPb> ted KM 

376 . . 36 116 1*4 1 IKS tetrad 1»b+ 4 U U 35P. 86N. TWsni9 

24V S3 69 mb ffl O M M ® + jb 05 IBS'S. 8E*» CM WA 

11 . . 175*1 2P»CMb I^ort Zffl- J Z\ 30 2 nju, imu Qwhn 

< 9» ’gbSsr^r ’I 4 7 S8 r s £-5 

3 * 3 / lu ra nrtSto 50 * wS .. 121 JH Jtejjga 

v bfi 44T. 303 no 5 U3*.+ IV VS IBNa tea* HR 3 

IE 1 «bfintei» Uteri 161 b 101 126 W- 101V. lied7%20 

is 1626 «7 Sri tecten 1599+ir 1C 100 
4 06 <95 325 8B£t « + P. 28 07 

4 5 137 €86 tafttote C 666 + 2b 15 129 urmi!*■!. fr ,r . 

46 117 206 ID Men* 190- V 20 923 MtKlflSS (51015 JfESS) 

b 99 67 155 143 MSB SWO >55 ... 23 M3 


ID + b 56 114 
186 - 3 31 202 

WT- V 56 
14V 


Ida 4VA 1996 
(OB PA (£8 
Trad l«% 1998-01 

Tim ISbh 1968 
EM 1201988 
TetaM 1999 
Bril 17A 1999 

ted KM 1990 
Tad 601999 
Chet WA 1999 
crerftniQ 
Tredtoano 
TmlVAZDOO 
ire* 131 20® 
taHtmam 
Tad 7% 2001 


JIB*,- TV 82 55 HOB HtelM I8g,- 23b 12 103 
158b ... 76 01 M2b MZbtWlffct _ Mfb+ 18 23 . 

Su ID Hr.tatee [yd Thr its 7.1 nz 

« _ s ICV ID to Opal 141b ... 35 tn 

mb 1£ 9.4 116b lOObltates Ftn Wb ... 106 74 


53? lapt l Grit 7C - 


- 2 28 ZD0 22HFt lAZlblflte Ue| 


it* + io 1 ?2 in 
123-1 51 87 

830b- 6b 28 106 
I1T- T 26 
HU ... II 15* 
3KV 3b 43 116 


1B4V 145 Uri 174b 

B27 b WiLMfc 6 JfeT MS 
5506V 432IVU** Lfctn 5362b 
113 Wi Ifeteto 110b 

61 D to Ltaitar bp 32b 

X6 385 flartefl 8Me m. 

131 b HCvaada 127 

IlffL DbtkU 97b 

ix 117 tatoatari 133 

hod 720 rmeiBitr m 

2Pi 17b PIE X 


228BV+ 3BV 17 317 
174b- 4b 45 106 
546 . 5*224 

5362T + 3b 22 ... 
110b .. 158 .. 

32b .. 91 121 

+78'.+ IV li 108 
127 - Z 45 ... 
97b ... 74 S76 

133 ... 17 271 

IB - 73 21 219 

a 47 4* 


Frar- n 2002 
Tree PA 2002 
Trees n 2003 
Tbs 105 2003 
ted ll':» 2001-0* 

Free) 3^199944 

nmSTAXri 

TRSPA3XK 
Tea 6-AOT5 
CmSTb 3X6 
Tn 12 VA 20 (B-ffi 

Tree/Watt 
Trees rw me 
Inas 88 2007*6 
Torn im 70)307 
IimSbV TOOT 


IKPV: 


I* 

710 

on 


725 

7& 

IBP. 

+ •» 

1890 

695 

1W'+ 

- V 

1495 

097 

rCFV. 


1186 

0SC 

IDlT 


U3 

088 

1B4»- 


1196 

BtJ 

1!W» 


Wn 

579 

®< 


Era 

E8l 

IBS'. 


972 

5 S3 

W4*. 

- ** 

ora 

052 

109** 

- *B 

7(0 

052 

IDA. 

- bo 

023 

650 

Ittta 

- b> 

111? 

694 

iBBta 

- *■ 

915 

637 

IIEV 

- ta 

Kiel 

020 

Wr 

- ■» 

677 

6® 

ill"* 

- ta 

058 

613 

IHfl'b* 

- *» 

735 

sn 

11Bb 

- ■■ 

046 

59 

II3V 

- ■* 

1014 

038 

93V. 

+ •* 

176 

477 

llh 

- '• 

706 

59? 

l»P* 

- V. 

044 

535 

1 *6*a 

- '* 

732 

504 

fltP'al 

- Hi 

709 

591 

l30+i 

- bt 

657 

590 

IIP. 

- Vt 

673 

501 

tm. 

- V 

609 

59( 

HP* 

- br 

74? 

016, 

I23V 

- '* 

«4 

4jM| 

IITb 

- V 

714 

581 


9 a TOO Anp* 

3B 2B5 EraSmr 
1053V 907 Hider 
124V iW.HMta Ca Pd 
770 m iHKoa-Mgs 
IBB 66S tarn Dm 
3635 . 3265 Sad Stab 
1005 064V SUh ns 
1043 900 Itedri 

<906 658 IMUteto 
550 <85 Merita 

360 «S7b Fritter, 


917-0 
811 - 1 
871b- 1 
IT* 1 .* ' 

766 . . 

ffl - 6 
3635+5 
tocti * i 
■* - I* 
662-12 


I 4* 128 

45 126 
09 82 
V 13 . 

. 51 11.4 

I 47 no 

I 32 ISO 

48 126 
! AS 1U) 

! 5* 141) 







































































































































































































32 UNIT TRUST PRICES 


THE TIMES THURSDAY APRIL 161998 




AS GOVOTIMF THUS! LTD 

m7i.)raiTOoej*ijai7!'W7 7B8a 

Atari nmib 


DorwiaUvX 


;ym ik» 

i« IB i-M tfl 


IKEomStagutil ri])7 1210=1 
ft)HAL IdUi 3) 1K<6> 11061 


us foy ■fatcnum 
Cm 

Iff&iita Futa 
Lsun ura 
IT- Soldi Ur. 
iT2 rj> ifKitj 

Gestdlft fate 
wnefvn t. 
tiorpBd 
UaOhhc 

HSrUBmoFmt 

Anaian&n 
Aauui fas 
JG IIS fate 

Iuropf.fl t’jgt 
fauMr.Ta 
Icon On 
ha Pit* 

fiw* Jrs 

(t ma CSih 
'taftmnnii 
wCrown 
Kxmadbvw 

Ub'jMr 


iw hum 

•*56*0 9C« 

U440 TfeM 
9561 101CJ 

III <9 12*3 

367*1 3LV40I 

Ssx ese 
fln «E( 

jm*i nr oo 
7*559 J4308 
JEDW :*6liM 
41)3) U35Q 
1762 163*6 

I'D JO INTO 
UK! 70” 
ic:i nas 
70093 2*49* 

VC I MTU 
1b II 19104 
182 « 18370 
•4) 7? 542* 


LAWUMTT3TU6RS 


99160 

ICW DC 

3® 

216 






*?;m 




456® 

I3U 



111100 




65300 




=»ilO 

- n fei 




• OID 








- 1® 



I44X 

0*0 







114 70 

- as. 

3® 


144® 




88 83 

- a re 


*1*0 

8003 



- : 3 ID 

33-71 

022 


203 *0 31? 10 

MffliLTD 

9000 




'4 70 




95 83 

ax 

213 

.1:: 

*18* 

- ao; 

80* 


*3960 

- 1)44 

2 JH 

I.V« 

DDOO 





- OB 


B70 

37X8 

-012 

Oft.- 


AXAEOB7V& 
01IC3 55L731 
Cucri-W 
Ganaihc 
lffC*l*OlA« 
L» Grown tiu 
HtfoliKACt > 
Hflhn AIC fa * 

aeftaH i«i 
G iblnhbc 

Wl^TOlCI 

(hoot 

mi ua 
BiJ Flunk* Aii 
arlnawfchc. 
kSrial Ops. 
9ta4it*"i 

BtUFOilliK 

w&Acc 

Pt. Bar to 


CfcinSioWi 
06 faon«hr 
Lftlftfac* 

K>;n floka: 
w 4 f w he 
IB buBoCrt 
FVfaGrn pot: 


ABBEY OUT 1ST I 
(IHSriTTT) 

Un S rrnfl w 
thBi ix hue, 
»n~en So*! 
irasc* Cro»it> 
fcte I Kill 

tar, i Ejrrnwp 
fttioCcnfaLv 
Ejoj ir.t. 

Ccnri 
OWfaiOcu, 

rite 

Hjucji «» 
IftEMIRM 
1C tmsi^flii i-t 
EtireS 
Ititoml 
Ir^crJ *< dirfli 
'Jocui 0*r. 4 .'or 
iron -f».na 
ClflCb ti-Urie 


AfflEV NATIONAL UWT TRUST JffifiS LID 
0141 775 0500 

A4j-iucmicffi ii4io -nr 

Eai*> Komc r :WJfl k?S <0! - 0 ID 
Taifedmc r iiaQ) IV*411 - 091 

wflabr, iii:o Mtai: - am 

inaanau Hi no moan - afiu 

ABERDEEN PROK, UT UGRS LTD 

cm 0345 886 bse n; ran in sao 


148 TO 

1ST 70] 

> OX 

58? 

TST 10 

267501 

OX 

37* 

.TO 20 

288 ril 

DID 

350 

)T7-D 

C?40; 

1 70 

OX 

TXJO 

2*420 

1 40 

051 

JR* 

«49D 

1*0 

225 

301 « 

1T40 

020 

062 


47 571 

OOt 

0*5 

366 90 

350X1 

IDO 

251 

»:0 

')! 68 

008 

0 IS 


RI 56 

UD 


5792 

60£E| 

Oil 

4X 

XP-90 

222*11 

OEfl 

OW 

XX 

259 Ou 

0® 


;ik w 

HDD 

DIO 

IU 

iS'jn 

J.'tllO 


0‘J 

EDM 


009 

3 45 

fJ 52 

»J9 

0® 

235 

79 ;o 

6* 29 

•)0? 

DID 

1*6 70 

15690 

ox 

*46 


41! « J320 

ij.'9J 66 W 



102 60 

0*3 

Ufa 

;J5 ■: 

152)6 

92l 


1486ft 

:s.r 

145 


253 « 

.<68 001 

D65 

359 

349 B 

MS 77 

OX 

JW 

DO 97 

8567 

• OW 

o n> 

3056 

lira 

00* 

7 4S 

8105 

Ei 7*. 

0*7 



Job Oltf Arc 
Emc Atari 
EWih 
Cuo C+.l> Au 
(UGtgKtaCAM 
Em me toe 
Eure to 
(E Ltq tarn 
Pto w me ■ 
Fiijnmr U in 
fiertOitihc* 

hmd i» it. to 

IjVhCht « 

i tocf inc ine 

nuumcri 
Clou ri to 
M5jn m r.t 
H^meto 

tour me 

Lftintocrri 

Uto.nkK.toc 

Liau Cj» re 
Note hw*c 
SM'Anta to 
IriUt toe 
Into Jjre toe 
ffaritafa. 
ItoiWr, to 
CariJSUnc 
iwsjato • 
Ti * toe 
tutoto 
lie Sri 2.(i In 
Iff Bloc U.® to 
Iff Emqtolr.c 
UKOrsun 
Woe *Wln 4 


A6ERFAIH UMI TRUST UGRS LTD 
0131 SB 0711 

«■ irtSCo-, 3771(1) 38500 

ARWAVSIHI TRUST MOTS LTD 
Olil 36 5666 

(teon Piocmt, « i09 10 1 16.00 

ALLCHUflCHE) CW UGMT SYS LTD 
OT153 3*5950 

hmivtopjc* 117 59 U4 76| 

muima*Bbit HD’S nrjo 

B&C EUWT TRUSTHGMTLTD 
012*353911 

CrttwOuiPBi 155 90 Ifil 90 

fiaiwnr^Por; 90*9 9432 

8AILLIE GBHiRD 5 CO LTD 
0131222424; 

VxucrlinCa: <16.80 52*51 

(«W 124 30 11*601 

BnlimCri 12090 1360 

Eumr 44100 an ua 

Eun'^tClK 146 CO 15550 

Kirtocoirw* 77 3271 

ton.* 4 *9 dl 5 10201 

ken 7*; sq 7W10 

Lui Amour- 110 IQ 11* 10 

Fain* *94J K5Q 

UASmiiSto *191 7650 

JannsiSmOB 4040 4*990 

MsdflfB 2*250 28900) 

BAW OF KBAND FUNO H6RS LTD 
01*1488 0071 

BK&Oue 47000 49780 

Owuliitoh 166 80 19*60 

WwkOaB 361 JO 2-'( » 

BARCLAYS RJNDS LTD 

CWOiAl KdB (tel 0181 !224®o 

icnrFnt 


236 11| 

-n*3 

7 70 

5ii n 

- 028 

7 70 

5? «! 

- oai 

6)7 

C53 

- Oil 

4ftL 

3609 

+ 001 

*35 

5546 


3 35 

2040ft 

066 

JJT 

271)83 

• 087 

317 

<5209 

099 


.“*5 

0® 


m9.’| 

035 

7 38 

68(01 

or 

a® 

XL')* 

062 


sera 

06? 


60731 

OZ* 

ox 

WTO 

165 

095 

1X34 

022 

IX 

M31? 

025 

IX 

202 <1 

ao* 

QBE 

.-3959 

004 

on 

4*926 

?» 


919 X 

?» 


IDIS 

025 

2J0 

16816 

DX 

2X 

9118 

0® 

nr? 

64031 

OX 

a«6 

10*05 

006 

178 


4210 15 CD 

:*sn ;cr« 


I4*re> 


- CIO 

4 Si 

19ft 60 

212. :f 

. Oh) 

)X 

652* 

f,7 so 

- 004 

607 

W79 

IP) 10 

- OX 

504 

(XX 

13® 

- OX 

iOl 

ri "ft 1 

66' 40 

l- 111 

i*S 

6:: oo 

U740 

- 010 

115 

631« 

672*0 

01C 

114 

1307 

• 1*54 

IM 

111 

xrw 

M20 

320 

0!2 

UI 40 

271® 

- OJO 

or: 

JI4® 

*:ix ■ 

- 1® 

DM 

1K« 

2Sf® 

370 

OM 


Clih ion* i (XL 301 

C*»to I33£0 133(0 

ihmo>c 6 B7A O) 675 il 

taWftiMoA 3310 991*1 

OUXUlFukBi 

fiOW 127 id 13.D 

5C0 596 W 64IJ) 

Comal 484 00 5i4 60) 

Frnpcm ;nio mm: 

Tide* 335 » 356*0 

Ctaaili FunK - U*. 

C»a 21550 23Q20 

FTS{ 100 15680 I66« 

GwiTto 680 00 71140 

rntUtoCiS 69 30 73 92 

Oruilci Cm, to B3 <6 P3(C 

Grnli Fyno; ■ OarxB 
*«nQ 265 4Q .’9020 

-Yinctoi CiOWi ISII0 11)70 

JUm 93 A'J 93 71; 

to »157 WS4 

tean 9,fc 4;io A'jtfl 

'■TnMnta ::®3) ;t'r» 

BncLr.x kKdncn naKA-c 

LLnu.nl tocomc 50 (6 512*1 

Mod (.mi & toe • 51 06 jJQ5| 

uvifr^ciMn vv, ax 

Bod''.'. CMJ tonertm Fijnit 
4ct«1«» 0600 7)1 2413 
inenrvFtM. 

CkSOuliiir r Id;?; t::<0| 

Eo«r, toeniv • 196(0 217. :»■ 

i3t i F'«: 65 2! 6* 50 

toiFclr. 9?^ n»io 

WfdW.lt: (3* 1360 

(rwaihiti. is 

:.6 iSo*a r-rsn 65'in 

Of c<r®toto. 6:: 96 137 <0 

liflMfitoc SJIW ST2 10 

r »7»- 4 W .to 1*7 . ULJ 

Sictoli FuK:- ■ Cno'ti, 

EiwCnsr. j(C6J J.H 20 

fii)(i«J In 3)1 40 3M160 

fJ r.ciaiir.»f JIJQL 1 :2 i2j 

FiLuii>to 19Q tC 25530 

BAB* FUND MAHGSTS LTD 

0171214 1004 

4j fi '.-'"i 2V*K 221 39 

Trw Si-ilk Cc. IIC.O IU1SJ 

E-RKm luca :;;n 

£aiM*cre . 14.20 I521Q 

(■ntriiwiiaCi MHti 6*j :u 

fa'— . 574 X WJSQ 

r.-minil*/. it:« ir«eo 

Until taw 74 9? r,8* 

etcJUwo :ijM 3130 

I*>nGnmm :i4-."] i;isu 

CfttoJitonT 8"." 080) 

lara Inrr JLLD tjjj 

PlfMv .1)3'/■ 71650 

Cit- Atom 7)5 1 X 1 13 Q 20 

(JL Citrjfli I 61 7Q 1*7'0 

l> >ain Cc 1!’S 1(4io 

CtfcJ MirekT', 107 TI i;sjg 

BUUM TONE fRAMKS UT UCRS LTD 

0171 250 3X0 

wi bin 6101 ku 1 : 3 * 12 : :g 

StuitoOgpnln 642: 08 V 

BHTTANMA FTJIBIKRS LTD 

0141213 801!) 

ttKdiQMh 214 5S 2224)1 

40 - 420111 25411) LRiiJ 

SnatkfCii. 21701 2*i)5 

.Vi- i-.ti 346 n 256* 

Hftatiii* (165 R,05i 

■so- <ccn .* i£4o :*:04 

AnoarCSiri 1*965 15529 

£tfdi»iCiw9i 254 |j 2)72; 

■*■ 4*04" 2SW* :70i) 

(SioiFiaiew *03| 

J ji V.cwi .11'V ."i'iii 

WEtoKiOX 2»26 215 46 

PXTcCWi H20U l!(.5* 

!J r^fi r I4;F.J If (tl r 

«• toum * :6ii 21 :i«yi 

too- M«c 4IJIX 

6k\Fiuxl W * 1131: i;7ji* 

Buranui iwt tst cian ltd 

mn 480 7216 

dr®. Dirt r«F 64 8* 55 *|; 


70'If 

• +94 

•at 

: *8 

:»iF 

:k»> 

01* 


112 0(1 

1:6.5* 

• 0.1 

flit 

re; FT 

*4*(fa7 

- COT 

2 36 

:sm 

insi 

- 0?l 

:y. 

wv 

Ji)C6 

i* 


U5i: 


- OW 

’ id 


OS UMT UAHACBTS LTD 
0161 837 5060 

tna-'e 5S1 

OkCrBto 11* 

|JK m-totik 2lS 


CANADA lKMOVTI 

017117 83: IW 

Cap fen CW 

Oo-RSncPil 

<o- taum 

rjlFnlH 

CknriiUriC 

Bom 

H Crown 

NoBlrtaKar 

FjLh 

(OSmunuS 
FisiBtto 
itoji*' Gmrtn 
Hqti bxon 

EurnqiaWins 

ftnWto 

t»kcan:ni 


- 080 101 

- 030 163 

- 030 263 

+ aw 46i 

- DBS 141 
a 010 5{0 

- 110 028 
•• 040 

- 310 IK 
. qjo aw 
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Bargains of the week: from a villa in Gozo to a private estate near Barcelona or a cottage in Devon 


» PACK 

YOUR 
I BAGS 


Ma selection of last-minute 
holidays and travel opportu¬ 
nities at home, on the Conti¬ 
nent and farther afield, many 
at bargain prices: 

BRITAIN ; 

SHARE your weekend, not 
your bed is the message from 
The Strand Palace in London’s 
West End to promote the end 
of single supplements for 
weekend visitors. With an 
extra discount from May 1 to 4 
and 22 to 31. the rate for a 
single or double room is £55 a 
person including full break¬ 
fast. Details: 0171-836 8080. 

■ SATURDAY night theatre 
including Phantom of the 
Opera or Miss Saigon is 
available on May 2 with B&B 
at a four-star Heathrow hotel 
in a £115 Goldenrai] package. 
Details: 0161-23S 5206. 

■ A CRUISE around Orkney 
and Shetland, strictly for the 


warm-blooded, is included in 
a six-day tour with Beavis 
Holidays which begins with a 
coach trip from the Gloucester 
area on April 24 and features 
nights in Edinburgh and 
Blairgowrie and three on a 
P&O ship. Priced from E358. 
Details: 01453 882297. 

■ DEVON can be at its most 
spectacular in the spring, es¬ 
pecially if ir snows again, and 
Farm and Cottage Holidays 
has good deals from April 25 
with a house sleeping four 
costing £151 and another sleep¬ 
ing eight for double that price. 
Details: 01237 479698. 

■ MANCHESTER’S Mal- 
maison hotel, created by con¬ 
verting a warehouse, opens 
today with a special offer of 
E99 a night for double rooms, 
Its rooms combine traditional 
extras (trouser presses) with 
more modem ones {CD play¬ 
ers). Details: 0161-278 1000. 

■ EUROSCOT Express has | 
announced two bonuses for 
passengers using its daily 
Bournemouth to Glasgow 
flights: reduced fares for child¬ 
ren and a £5 “travel anywhere 
in Scotland" Cityiink coach 
ticket Flights cost from £49 to 
£89 one-way. Details: 01202 
364264.' 


LANZAROTE for a fortnight 
for £139 must be the bargain of 
the week and it's available 
from Coop Travelcqre for a 
First Choice self-catering holi¬ 
day starting with a flight from 
Birmingham next Thursday. 
Details: 0541 500388. 

■ TWO FLIGHTS for the 
price of one to Naples and Pisa 
are available from Citalia on 
May 1 and 2. so two can fly 

i from Gatwick or Manchester 
from £194. returning within a 
week. Accommodation can be 
arranged from £24 a person a 
night Details: 0181-686 5533. 

■ TWO WEEKS for the price 
of one in a villa with pool on 
Gazo. the picturesque isle next 
to Malta, is on offer from 
Something Special for depar¬ 
tures up to May 16. Prices now 
start from E319 a person based 
on four sharing and including 
flights and a week's car hire. 
Details: 01992 S57755. 

■ FUNGI the dolphin is wait¬ 
ing to greet you — and 
probably the occasional lepre¬ 
chaun — when you stay in 
Dingle on the west coast of 
Ireland, where Country Cot¬ 
tages in Ireland has properties 


available from May 9. A 
week’s holiday costs £90 a 
person inducting ferry cross¬ 
ing. based on live sharing. 
Details: 0990 851177. 

■ DURAS. home of fine but 
little-known wine, a splendid 
leisure lake and quiet rolling 
countryside, is where Vat 
ances en Campagne have a 
cottage unexpectedly available 
from May 23, the Bank Holi¬ 
day week. U sleeps five and 
costs £830 including Channel 
crossings or local car hire. 
Details: 01798 869433. 

■ A PRIVATE estate 50 miles 
from Barcelona and big 
enough for a party is avail¬ 
able all summer fro m Vintage 
Travel. It accommodates 19 
people and comes with out¬ 
door pool, summerhouse and 
a cook. Price: £1,195 a week; 
£2,095 in high season. Details: 
01954 261431. 

■ HARDLY last-minute but 
the sooner you book First 
Choice ski holidays from next 
winter’s newly launched bro¬ 
chure, the better the chances of 1 
a bargain. They indude five- 
day self-catering breaks at Les 
Deux Alpes for £79 a person 
including return flights from 
Gatwick or for £49 if you 
drive. Details: 0870 7542754. 


EARTHWATCH 



Earth watch needs volunteers to help to protect sea turtles 


[■ LONG^iAUt. 

EARTH WATCH, the science 
and education charity, urgent¬ 
ly needs extra volunteers to 
help on scientific and environ¬ 
mental projects and is subsi¬ 
dising the cost of some in May, 
Tory Dawe writes. The 
projects provide an opportuni¬ 
ty to combine a holiday with 
working alongside leading 
scientists. 

Choose from studying griz¬ 
zly bears in Montana, protect¬ 
ing sea turtles in southern 
California or assisting Austra¬ 
lia’s marsupial rescue team. 
Volunteers pay from £675 for 
projects lasting from nine to 14 
days; food and accommoda¬ 
tion included but flights extra. 
Details: 01865 311600. 

■ THE WEST COAST of 
America might be half a day 
away, but you can fly there 
midweek for £229 return plus 
tax until April 30 courtesy of 
Bon Voyage. Flights leave 
from Garvvick. Your stay must 
not be longer than 30 days and 
must include a Saturday 
night. Details: 0S00 9807089. 

■ RECENT Kenya bargains 
have featured beach holidays, 
but now Somak Holidays'is 
offering a five-night safari 


from April 24 for £599 includ¬ 
ing scheduled flights and full 
board. The Masai Mara game 
reserve. Lake Naivasha and 
famous lodges including Tree- 
tops will be visited. Details: 
0181-423 3000. 

■ SAM LORDS CASTLE in 
Barbados is the destination for 
a week’s all-inclusive holiday 
on offer from Advantage Trav¬ 
el Centres from £799. Fly from 
Gatwick on April 25. Details: 
08709090070. 

■ SPEND the next Bank 
Holiday diving in the Red Sea. 
Regal Holidays is offering a 
week’s B&B m Hurghada 
from May 1 for £269 including 
flights. Diving prices start at 
£110. Details: 01353 778096. 

•A/1 prices are per person 
and based on two sharing a 
room, unless otherwise stated. 


WEEKEND 

:: -TRA^li 

See The Times on 
Saturday for 
more flight 
bargains and last- 
minute holidays 
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The National Sales Centre for over 100 
leading scheduled airlines, wttt 800,000 
discount lares lo 1,000 desiinauena. 

Sn SPECIALIST DEPARTMENTS - CA11 DIRECT 

USA & WORLDWIDE FLIGHTS 
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AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 
01772 727 727 
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KEVIN SPACEY 
JOHN CUSACK 


IN THE 


■WAGE FAPCKRACK 


FROM TOMORROW 

pcoor" IN SELECTED CINE MAS mg 
C3 ACROSS THE COUNTRY B 


34 ARTSHLM 


“Elegantly directed and 
beautifully performed... 
a warm, witty and consistently 
intriguing character study.” 


-Geoff Andrew. I IMF, OUT 


FROM ACADEMY AWARD WINNING 
DIRECTOR CLINT EASTWOOD. 
BASED ON THE 


Michael 


Wright on how 
the composer 


Carl Davis has 
breathed new 


life into a silent 


movie classic 


L eaf through the pages 
of Carl Davis’s mas¬ 
sive score for Fred 
Niblo's 1925 silent epic 
Ben Hur and you soon see 
what a nerve-racking feat of 
concentration it must be to 
stand on the conductor's podi¬ 
um in front of the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra as 
the projector begins to whir. 
There are two-and-a-half 
hours of hurtling music here, 
and almost every bar is anno¬ 
tated. in die composers neat 
handwriting, with exactly 
what is happening on screen 
at the time — be it a chariot 
wheel falling off. or Ben Hur 
falling asleep outside the pal¬ 
ace gates. “It’s a laborious 
process, bat at least I know 
where I am,” says Davis, 62. 
poring over his pages of tiny 
manuscript, emblazoned here 
and there with the blue chalk 
of his conductors markings. 

His job is to keep the 
orchestra not just in step with 
itself, but perfectly syn¬ 
chronised with the whirring, 
ancient celluloid flickering be¬ 
fore his eyes at anything 
between 17 and 23 frames per 
second. “In the past, people 
invented techniques and spe¬ 
cial stopwatches to help to 
synchronise the music, but I 
don't like to be surrounded 
with too much machinery. If 
you've got an orchestra as 
good as the LFO sitting in 
front of you, conducting the 
film is a joy. If you've got a 
bunch of no-hopers, it’s a 
struggle.” 

Until Davis triumphantly 
broke the mould with his score 
for Abel Gance's “lost” five- 
hour silent epic. Napoleon, in 
I960, if silent films were 
screened at all, they were — at 
best — accompanied by a 
pianist improvising romantic 
slush or ragtime. Many pur¬ 
ists still fed that silent movies 
should be just that: silent “But 
that was never the view of the 
people who made them.” says 
Davis. “King Vidor said that 
for him music is 60 per cent of 
the effectiveness of a film. It 
was always meant to be 
there.” 
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D avis. although 
best-known for his 
music for The 
French Lieuten¬ 
ant’s Woman and the recent 
BBC Pride and Prejudice, has 
reinvented the silent movie 
score. “It is a dream project 
which has quite taken me 
over, ” he says. “1 never want to 
use the film as a vehicle for 
self-expression. I just tty to 
compose the 'right* music, 
rather than the‘best’ music So 
if Ben Hur is a romantic 
melodrama with a religious 
context, when you hear the 
music, you fed that is under¬ 
stood. The music is there to 
help the audience, bridging 
the gap between todajTs films 
and the old silent tradition of 
the Twenties." 

Certainly, hearing the gal- 
Ioping, antiphonaJ thunder of 
Davis's two sets of timpani 
arranged on dther side of the 
screen for the spectacular 
chariot race between Ben Hur, 
Messala and sundry cowboys 
and stuntmen, it is hard to 
imagine the thrilling set-piece 
without such sonic fireworks. 
This scene — like the “real” 
sea-battle, in which the film’s 
Spanish extras were equipped 
With sharpened swords and 


If you’ve got an orchestra as good as the LPO sitting in front of you.” says Carl Davis, “conducting the film is a joy” Jk 

Play it again, 
Carl, with music 


secretly divided into Fascist 
and Socialist factions before 
the cameras began to roll — 
became part of the mythology 
of Ben Hur, after director 
Niblo offered a winner’s purse 
of $1,000 to stir some excite¬ 
ment among the drivers. All 


Hollywood crowded onto the 
set and placed bets. And what 
they (and Niblo's 42 cameras) 
caught was a real race, culmi¬ 
nating in a hideous, unscript¬ 
ed pile-up at its climax. 

“Even though they claimed 
no one was injured, you sim¬ 


ply couldn’t- do those . 
without someone getting i 
hurt.” says Davis. And that 
includes the musicians, it 
seems. “For the orchestra play¬ 
ers, the race must be a kfller,” 
says Davis. “In its continuous 
intensity, especially for the 


Hauling for disaster filming the legendary chariot race from the 1925 Ben Hur 


brass, it’s one of the most 
demanding things ever.” 

Appropriately for a score 
which so challenges both con¬ 
ductor and musicians — and 
for a project which seeks to 
attract new audiences to or¬ 
chestral music — one of Da¬ 
vis's most memorable perfor¬ 
mances of Ben Hur took place 
at a Roman amphirheatrc- 
cum-bullring near Montpe¬ 
lier. 

“The comic thing was that 
my dressing-room was the ™ 
bullfighter’s dressing-room," 
says Davis with a twinkle. 
“There was a shrine in the 
comer for saying your prayers 
before going to face the bull. 
And the staff of the place 
would stand behind me just 
before 1 made my entrance to 
the arena, and they actually 
pusjied me out.” 

Considering what the con¬ 
ductor’s job entails — stopping 
just short of bloodshed - one 
can see why they thought this 
might be necessary. 

• Carl Davis conducts the LPO in 
a screening of Ben Hur at the 
Festival Halt (0171460 4242} on 
Saturday at 7JOpm 


Too much funny business 


■ THE GAME 

PolyGram. 15.1997 
TH E director of Seven , David 
Fincher, returns with another 
audacious thriller. Michael 
Douglas stars as a successful 
businessman whose ordered 
life unravels after his youn¬ 
ger brother (Sean Penn) gives 
him a gift certificate for a 
mysterious outfit called Con¬ 
sumer Recreation Services. 
Fincher and company revel 
in the jeopardy situations 
contrived by the scenario, 
though you have to be a lover 
of extremely elaborate practi¬ 
cal jokes to get two hours’ 
worth of fun from the experi¬ 
ence. A rental release. 

■ NIGHT AND FOG 
Nouveaux Pictures. IS. 19S5 
NOW enjoying a mellow old 
age. Alain Resnais makes 
fums designed as consciously 
artificial entertainments. It 
was not always so: this 
famous half-hour documen¬ 
tary. made four years before 
ms first feature, still jolts and 
disturbs with its collage of 
archive shots and photos 
concerning Nazi concentra¬ 
tor camps and the extermi¬ 
nation of Jews. Latrines. A 
mound of women) hair. 
Crude drawings made on 
human skin. Skeletal bodies 
bulldozed into a pit. Resnais's 
own camera prowls around 
the surviving sites, desolate 
and eerie in colour, while 
Manns Eislers soundtrack 


music supplies an appropri¬ 
ate note of mournful anguish. 
A pocket masterpiece. 

■ FREE WILLY 3: 

THE RESCUE 
Warner, (J. 1997 
THESE further adventures 
of Willy the killer whale are 
much stronger than expected. 
A good New Zealand direc- 


NEW ON VIDEO 


tor. Sam Pillsbury, helps: he 
gives the action scenes extra 
bite. And the script does its 
bit by avoiding easy stereo¬ 
types in the dash between 
environmentalists and whale 
hunters. There is no faceless 
villain to hiss: instead we get 
a whale hunter who is follow¬ 
ing the family tradition, 
much to his son) displea¬ 


sure. Willy himself is not 
always the genuine article: 
sometimes he looks like a 
giant bath toy. But no matter: 
the film works. Available to 
rent 

■ KEEP THE 
ASPIDISTRA FLYING 
First Independent, PG, 1997 
THE British period movie 


machine rolls out another 
smooth-looking product with 
this adaptation of George 
Orwell’s faintly autobio¬ 
graphical novel of the 1930s. 
Richard E. Grant is the 
aspiring poet and advertising 
copywriter, who tries to em¬ 
brace poverty and his art 
and pooh-poohs middle-class 
respectability (symbolised by 
the aspidistra, once a revered 
potted plant in genteel 
homes). Helena Bonham 
t-arter, inevitably, plays the 
patiCTU girlfriend strug glin g 
to keep their relationship 
f h b „ ve *. ,l ’ s gently engaging, 
though the social attitudes 
transported from the novel 
now seem positively archaic. 
A rental release. 

■ father s day 

Warner. 12. /007 

^ major stars 

nn??' Ro ^ m and 

1 Crystal, and whatever 

the fi im manages 

!££' u pIot ,tself produces 
^ y° u »pect 
rSi. u Arnencaft remake of 
* ® me <Jy about two 
^bdatedly told by their 

therecT haw fa ' 

Ea and a s* 

^ in unearned 

aSR 0 !? 1 plete me HU of 

rare. Available to rent. 

Geoff Brown 
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gggM WES; Geoff Brown on Clint Eastwood’s excellent character study. Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil 

When it’s sleepy crime down South 


S avannah, Georgia. 
Southern courtesy is 
everywhere, like the 
sun-dappled trees in 
the parks and squares and the 
foliage creeping round the 
great houses. Eccentricity is 
rife too. One man takes an 
invisible dog for its regular 
morning walk. Another goes 
about with a vial of poison and 
a collection of flies buzzing 
round his head. Along with 
the smiles and the county 
gestures, men and women 
routinely carry loaded guns. 

^This place is, like Gone 
With zhe Wind on mescaline," 
explains John Cusack, cast as 
the visiting New York journal¬ 
ist in Midnight in the Garden 
of Good and Evil. The de¬ 
scription misleads, for there is 
nothing lurid, in colouring or 
style, about Clint Eastwood’s 
new film, adapted from John 
Berendrs bestselling non-fic¬ 
tion book. Eastwood, who 
directs but does nor act, takes 
his time telling the tale, sa¬ 
vouring the setting, strolling 
along with his cast. If you 
judge this film as a real-life 
murder mystery — and a 
shooting and court trial lie at 
the plot’s heart — then the 
dawdling pace is infuriating, 
sapping tension right and left. 
But if you accept Midnight as 
a character study, then 
Eastwood's wanderings seem 
the only way to proceed. 

Cusack’s character, John 
Kelso — a surrogate figure for 
Berendt himself — is not the 
main attraction. He is the 
observer on the fringe, 
amused and appalled by the 
Savannah way of doing 
things. Instead, alJ eyes are on 
the excellent Kevin Spacey, 
from the electric moment 
when he turns around to 
reveal his face, smooth, so¬ 
phisticated and smug, a jaunty 
moustache housed on his up¬ 
per lip. This is Jim Williams, 
an antiques dealer grown 
wealthy off Savannah’s histor¬ 
ic houses. He lives in one 
himself, where he wines and 
dines the Savannah elite at 
elaborate Christmas parties. 
Kelso comes to cover one for 
Town and Country magazine, 
a routine assignment until 
Williams ends the evening by 
shooting his violent, demand¬ 
ing houseboy and Jover, 
played by Jude Law. 

Williams is arrested, denied 
bail and sent to the cells. A 
trial looms, and a gay lifestyle 
risks exposure. But the film 
forgoes any edge-of-the-seai 
courtroom drama. Instead, 
personalities loom, like the 
breezy defence attorney played 
by Jack Thompson, or the 
drag artist The Lady Chablis, 
a real participant in the Wil¬ 
liams case, triumphantly cast 
as herself. There is also Irma 
P. Hall’s Minerva, a voodoo 
priestess who gives regular 
performances in a cemetery — 
at midnight, in fact in the 
garden of good and evil. 

I f Eastwood were not 
such an astute observer 
of society's renegades, we 
might tire of this parade 
of oddballs. But he directs his 
cast so carefully, and lets them 
savour all the ironies and 
nonchalant wit in John Lee 
Hancock's script adaptation. 
Occasionally his subtlety lets 
the film down: Kelso's rela¬ 
tionship with shop girl Mandy 
(played by Eastwood’s daugh¬ 
ter. Alison) is pushed so far 
back as to be hardly visible. 
Most of the time, though, the 
bull’s-eye is hit. Faced with 
this richly rewarding human 
comedy, do you really want an 
average murder mystery? Do 
you even want Gone With the 
Wind on mescaline? 

“I’m spiritually bankrupt. 
I’m empty. I've squandered 
everything on shrinks, law¬ 
yers and whores. I’ve just not 
grown up-" Words like these 
tumble from Woody Allen's 
mouth in the fascin ating and 
unsettling Deconstructing 
Harry. Other-words, unusual- 



The Lady Chablis, the drag artist who was Involved in the real-life events on whidiMidnight in the Garden of Good and Evil is based, plays herself in a scene with John Cusack 


Midnight in 
the Garden of 
Good and Evil 

Warner West End 
15,155 mins 
Atmospheric 
character study from 
Clint Eastwood • 

Deconstructing 

Harry 

Curron West End 
18,98 mins 
Woody Allen 
gets prickly 

Great 

Expectations 
Empire. 15,112 rains 
Small results 

Guxnmo 

Metro. 18,84 mins 
Indulgent portrait 
of idle youth 

Hard Rain 

Warner West End 
15,96 mins 
Silly, water-logged 
. thriller 


ly for Allen, start with the 
letters f and c. At times this is a 
coarse film. It is always, in 
various ways, an explicit one, 
dragging out into the daylight 
the darker side of Allen's 
screen identity. 

For Harry Block, the writer 
he plays, is no great charmer. 
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He chases women the way 
others chase taxis and treads 
hard on peopled feelings. He 
wears a torn vest and dis¬ 
cusses penis sizes with his 
young son. Utterly self-ob¬ 
sessed, he grinds up every 
tortured relationship, with 
family, wives, friends and in¬ 
laws, into food for his fiction. 
The film follows suit sprin¬ 
kling scenes of Block's current 
life with dreams of hell, flash¬ 
back memories and staged 
recreations from his writings. 

This piecemeal structure 
gives Alien ample room to 
display his usual elite cast 
People like Judy Davis. Billy 
Crystal, Kirstie Alley, Robin 
Williams. Demi Moore and 
Richard Benjamin come and 
go in small, telling roles, 
haranguing, exploding or act¬ 
ing bemused The jigsaw puz¬ 
zle feel, coupled with the 
nervous editing, serves 
another purpose: it jacks up 
the tension. This is definitely a 
film with the fidgets. 

We meet Block at a point of 
crisis. He cannot write. Per¬ 
sonal demons attack him. 
More than usually neurotic, 
he journeys upstate by car to 
receive an honorary award 
from his old university, just 
like the elderly professor in 
Ingmar Bergman’s Wild 
Strawberries, a film Allen 
reveres. For company Harry 
has an exuberant black hooker 
in tight pink leather (Hazelle 
Goodman), a withdrawn male 
friend (Bob Balaban) and his 
own young son. kidnapped 
from under his divorced wife’s 
nose. 

In earlier days. Allen might 
well have made more of the 
Bergman echoes and used the 
journey as the dear focal 
point, rather than a hook for 
discursive scenes. One can 
also imagine a funnier treat¬ 
ment of the same material, less 
aware of anguish and pain. 
But Allen is not interested in 
making a Withe entertain¬ 
ment: he wants to needle, 
confront and probe, if not his 
private soul, then at least the 
version he shows to the public. 

So how funny is this movie? 
Often very, sometimes moder¬ 
ately although, as always, it 
helps if you feel at home in 
Allen's small and particular 
universe. We are in New York 
City, of course, among , well- 
off. heterosexual profession¬ 
als. Jews are abundant and a 
prime source for Alien’s self¬ 
mockery. But no gays. No 
blacks, beyond the hooker. 
This is the universe of a 
worried, sex-obsessed, middle- 
aged white male. 

Even if this world view 


pleases. Deconstructing Har¬ 
ry can still make you pause 
before laughing. Sometimes 
die jokes seem too random, or 
juvenile. Others leave you 
feeling uncomfortable, as 
when Harry discusses the 
value of whores. You don’t 
have to discuss Proust or films 
with them, he says; you just do 
it and go home. Who exactly is 
talking here — Block, or his 
creator? Sometimes it is hard 
totefi. 

Bui in one key respect, Allen 
is nothing like Harry. Allen 
suffers from no creative block; 
he has released a film almost 
every year since 1969, and 
makes comic dramas of his life 
in a way no other director 
attempts. Deconstructing 
Harry will not be among his 
most popular films, but it is 
wonderfully prickly, danger¬ 
ously funny at times, and 
shows Allen stretching mus¬ 
cles we didn't know he had. 

“I’m not going to tell it die 
way it happened." Ethan 
Hawke tells us on the sound¬ 
track of Great Expectations. 
“I’m going to tell it the way I 
remember it." Useful words to 
bear in mind as we struggle 
through a film that finds a 
place for Florida fauna. New 
York subway trains, the music 
of Iggy Pop and the Grateful 
Dead, and fashions by Donna 
Karan. Alfonso Cuaron, the 
director, may have hit the 
heights with A Little Princess, 
another renovation of a classic 
book, but his pictorial skills go 
to waste in this (utile updating 
of Dickens. 


reckless sort This is the vastly 
uneven work of Harmony 
Korine, the screenwriter when 
still a skateboarding teenager 
of Larry Clark’S controversial 
Kids. Now 23, Korine has 
turned director, and produced 
a furious collage of idle lives in 
Middle America. The lead 
youths search for stray cats to 
drown and sell; two girls try to 
enlarge their nipples; a boy 
hangs around town wearing 
pink rabbit ears; rednecks 


gather to brawl and break 
furniture. Welcome to life in 
Xenia, Ohio. 

Korine dearly feels sympa¬ 
thy for die young and bored in 
the Midwest wasteland: part 
of his childhood was spent in 
Nashville, where the film was 
shot, using a mix of locals and 
professionals. Not that he 
aims at documentary realism. 
Narrative structure is aban¬ 
doned- Images lurch between 
film and videotape: influences 
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range from the improvised 
outpourings of John Cassa¬ 
vetes to the fantasy splurges of 
Fellini “I care about making 
new kinds of dramas, new 
ways to watch films." Korine 
says. It sounds good, although 
too often Korine’s search for a 
new cinema language be¬ 
comes an excuse for dishev¬ 
elled. indulgent film-making. 

And what does Hard Rain 
offer? Rain, rain and more 
rain, sloshing against the 


SNAP 

VERDICT 


Poor 

Dickens 

Every week, young film fans 
discuss some of the latest 
releases... 

» GREAT 
EXPECTATIONS 
Leslie Isaiah Thomas, 20: 
ftorhaps with a better leading 
man something might have 
been salvaged. Unfortunately, 
Ethan Hawke’s screen pres¬ 
ence is wanting. 

Dom Young. 19: Gwyneth 
Paltrow is as luminous as 
ever, but even she cannot save 
this poor adaptation. 

Emma Rolph, 19: Great nov¬ 
els do not always make great 
movies. This modern-day ver¬ 
sion of Great Expectations left 
me arid. Where was the 
passim? 

Laura Brook. 19: Robert De 
Niro delivers a heavily flawed 
performance in this lacklustre 
movie. Very poor. 

■ DECONSTRUCTING 
HARRY 

Leslie: At times this great 
comedy is teasingly autobio¬ 
graphical. Woody Allen at his 
best 

Dom: Enormous fun. The A- 
Iist cast excels — even Demi 
Moore 

Emma: Allen gives us yet 
another highly inventive com¬ 
edy. A classic 

Laura: Comedies don’t come 
much better than this. 

■ HARD RAIN 

Leslie A film with a confused 
identity: part comedy, pan 
thriller, part moral tale. Un¬ 
fortunately. it is not particu¬ 
larly successful in any 
category. 

Dom: The comedy and gore 
make for an odd mix. Average. 
Emma: A paint-by-numbers 
action movie that is poor 
entertainment. 

Laura: Rubbish: 


characters as they bob up and 
down in the course of a night 
spent in a flooding Ohio River. 
A downpour of cliches is 
evident too. as Christian Slater 
plays cat and mouse with the 
local sheriff, a bunch of crooks 
and $3 million. Graham Yost, 
writer of Speed, dreamt this 
up for director Mikael Salo¬ 
mon, but it’s hard to deliver 
high-velocity thrills when 
darkness rules, water sloshes 
and characters squelch. 




"EXHILARATINS...A MULTILAYERED MOVIE" 


raupntics-MMsimi 




"HILARIOUSLY FUNNY. COMEDY AND DRAMA 
COLLIDE IN SOME SURREAL HEIGHT" 

"KITTY, INVENTIVE. 
WW B CLEVER. IRONIC. 

AND ABOVE ALL 
^ VERY FUNNY" 


H awke assumes the 
adult form of the 
Pip equivalent, 
Finnegan Bell, a 
Florida urchin with a flair for 
painting and a passion for 
EstellaT haughty niece of Ms 
Dinsmoor (Miss Havisham to 
you), who flounces around her 
decaying house looking just 
like Anne Bancroft playing 
Norma Desmond. And indeed 
it is Bancroft The magnanim¬ 
ity of an unknown patron 
sends Hawke off to the Big 
Apple, where Gwyneth Pal¬ 
trow (tiie adult EstelJa) dan¬ 
gles her beauty before him. 
Robert De Niro wanders in 
and out as the convict figure, 
but to little good effect. 

It must have been tempting 
to recast Dickens for the 1990s, 
especially after the Bard 
scored such a hit with teenage 
crowds in William Shake¬ 
speare’s Romeo + Juliet. Bur 
that film had zest, plus Leo¬ 
nardo DiCaprio. This one, 
alas, has neither. 

Gummo has zest, of a 


THAI FILM 



^ HABBY BLOCK MOTE A BESTSELLER ABOUT HIS FRIENDS. 
m MOV. HIS BEST FRIENDS ARE ABOUT TO BECOME HIS V9BST ENEMIES. 
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LONDON 

JUPITER ORCHESTRA: A swfes of 
three concans featumg the muse of 
Johann Neponuk Hummed prtMtJes 
the ifflauncn pad for the fatsfly ctefund 
Chamber group whose Spec^Aty >9 
prograirmng which Wends new 
cqmmaSttns with rarely heard pieces 
from the early Mth-oanMy repertwe 
and worte by the damtcal masters 
Tonigrd's opener Indudes pieces by 
Cnana Bundl. Mozait and Gregory 
ftoa? The laner also conducts 
St John's. Smith Square. SWi (0171- 
225 10611- Tontgm. 7 30prTt. 

THE REAL INSPECTOR 
HOUND/SLACK COMEDY Inspired 
coupang pi Stoppard’s panxly 
whodunnit and Shaffer s irgnc-to-dark 
lares Greg Doran's excetert cast 
deludes Desmond BarrfL David 
Tennam.S*a Crows and 1+chota 
McAufilfe 

Comedy Theatre, Pawn Street. SWi 
(0171-399 17311 Previews from roraghL 
730pm Opens April 22.7pm Then 
Mon-Sal. 7 30pm: mats Wed. Sot. 3pm 

SIBLING SUPPORT: The celet 
Afeunder Ctiau&iuan. winner of mutipie 
music <waTOs, is accompowd fcy hte 
ptenrst slstei Anan In a programme 
faatunng works by Schwiurm. Brahms. 
Sfroaako*™* and PaganW 

Wlgmore Han. Wynvm Street W1 
(0171-935£141J ToragW. 730pm fi 

SUSANNA As part elite 21 st London 
Handel Festrwal Denys Dariw conducts 
the London Handal Orchestra and 
Ctiotr in a periornvance ol 9» Berwyn 
composer's magrWicem oratona A 
dlstinqushed cast or singers Is headed 
by Emma MrU* in (he title role, with 
James Bowman as her husband 


■ ART Roger Atom. Mi* Ford and 
Jad- Dee r th»s ©cep&ooal drama 
aboU Mardslvp. unspoken resentment 
and on almost an-wtnie painring 
Wyndham's Channg Doss Road. 
WCC (0171-369 17361 Tue-Sal. 8pm 
mats Wed. 3pm. Sal and Sun. 5pm 
B BEAl/TY AND THE BEAST 
Disney s firm rumed Into a hit BioaOwav 
musical Jjne-AJanah Brighten end 
Alasdair Harvey as the reads, with 
support tram the Hkes ol Darta Gnl tarts 
and Norman Rossvtgion 
Dominion. Tottenham Corel Read. Wt 
(0171-416 60601 Mon-Sri 7 30pm. mat 
Sal 2.30pm 

□ BRIEF LIVES: Mchael Wants 
dons John Aubrey's wispy beard and 
dressmg-gown m Patrick Garland's 
revival or tnr, enfoyable one-man ptay 
Ductless, Catherine Sweet. WC2 
\0171-45M 5075) MorvSat.apm mats 
Wed and Sot. c 30pm 
G CANDIDA Paula Wifccou MW; 
Richardson and Slash kjrVbnde 
expound Shaw s audits ideas on love, 
art and retigm 

New End. £7 New End. Hantpstead 
NW310171-794 0022) Tucviat. 7 30pm 
mats Sat and Sin j 30pm 6 
B CLOSER' The National Theatre 
production o' Patnck Matter s hit play 
abcjl ttodgy personal mfeliOns With 
Franca Barwsr and Lea Walker 
Lyric, Shaftesbury Ave. wi (0171-494 
5045) Mon-Sat. 7.30pm mats Wed and 
Sal 3pm 


NEW RELEASES 

DIFFERENT FOR GIRLS (151 Macho 
dispatch ndef finds himseit drawn to an 
oW schooitneod, now a transsexual 
Modestly sensitive Brtish comedy, with 
Sieven Mackintosh and Rupert Ofraires 
DvecJor. Richard Spence 
Vtrglnfl: Chstsos (Of 71-355 5096J 
HnymSflMt (0171-839 15271 
JUNK MAIL 1151' Bracmgly piaigy 
Nonmegian Wac* comedy about a 
downtrodden postman sucked into 
petty crane A string debut lor director 
P&Stetawe WWi Robert Stqasrslad 
ABC PtccsdOy I0171-J37 3S61) 
Ctapham Picture House (0171-496 
33231 Metro (0171*37 0757) Ritzy 
(0171-737 21211 
THE TWILIGHT OF THE ICE 
NYMPHS: UrvecRrtod love n a fantasy 
land wbaettw sun nevei sets Arcane 
eccentricity from Carttian film-mate 
Guy Madia w*h Shettey Duval. 
Pascal© Bussfres and Nigel VWwmey 
ICAfi (0171-930 3647) 

CURRENT 

♦ AS GOOD AS TT GETS (16). 
Obsessrve-oomprjiwve Jack Nicholson 
hKS to teoome a belter person 

Crowd-pUaenfl mampulaiive comedy- 
drama from Jama L Breaks, 
nomnaied lor sk Oscars With Helen 
Hunt end Greg (unreal 


TODAY : S CHOICE 


A daBy guide to arts 
arid entertainment 
compiled by Marti Hargis 


St George's Church, Hanover Sq, Wt 
(0181-336 09901 TcnfgM. 7pm 
our lady of sugo' in Sebesban 

Barry's new play Snead CusacL. ffigei 
Teny and Gdheme Cusadt ptay 
members of a dvaluncttaraf lankly Men 
SfattoHkCtarV direers for Out Ol Jon 
Katana! (Ccstestoe). South Bar*. SET 



Sinead Cusack in Our 
Lady of Sligo. Cottesioe 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kingston's assessment 
at tli — H o showing hi London 
■ House full, returns only 
B Soma seats available 
□ Seats at afi prices 


□ DANCE OF DEATH Sandberg's 
grraty tunny two-play analysis of a 
marriage founded on the Ins far 
domrarua Carlo Getter resets the play 
in Donegal. Nicnoias Kent rheas The 
pOvo can be seen separately 
Tricycle Theatre. KJlxim High Road. 
NW6 (0171-328 10001 Tue-Fn.Bpm, 

53 L 4 30pm -and 8pm. Sin. 4pm and 
7 3upm UnUAprt 26 £) 

■ GIVE ME YOUR ANSWER, DOf 

Brian Fret's play, eel among a Waraiy 
sta n Co Donegal, with a star cast of 
GetaiOne Jama and Man Buggy. 
Margaret Tyzack and John Woodvme. 
Scncna Cusack and Gunn Grainger 
Hempstead Theatre Swiss Cottage 
Centre. NW3 ( 01 71-722 93011 Man-Sat. 
8 pm. mal S3L 3 30pm Q 

■ THE JUDAS KISS UonNeesoi 
males tea Dretan stage debut playing 
Oscar WWa. with Tom HoUander as 
Bosk?, m David Hare's new drama 
exploring love and betrayal Richard 
Eyre directs an Almeida production here 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brown's assessment ol 
Aims In London and (where 
Indic a ted with the aymbol+) 
on release aero—the country 


ABC Tottenham Court Road (0171- 
636 6148) Greenwich (0181-235 3005) 
Odeons: Camden Town (0IB1-315 
4255) Kanskigton (0181-3154214) 
Marble Arch (0181-31542161 Swfn 
Cottage (0181315 4220) West End 
(0161-3154221) ScraenfBetar Street 
10171 -935 2772) UCI WhHeleys G 
{0990 B88890) VtrgkiK RjUmri Rood 
(0i 71-370 2636) TtocaderoS (0181- 
97060151 

♦ GATTACA (15): Cool and chic sa-fl 
move about genetic mgmaering. with 
Ethan Hawke. Lima Thurman and Jude 
Law Director Andrew Need 
UCI WhHeleys Q (0990 688990) 
Wrgta Troeedero® (01B1J9706015) 
Warner ® (0171-437 43431 

KUNDUN (12) Martin S c a— 's 
sritgutar and beautiful «m about the 
early fife ol the Dalai Lama, with a cast 
of Tibetan enles. 

Chelsea ( 0171 -3513 M2) Ctapham 
Picture Hou— (0171-«fl8 3323) 


<0171-452 3000). Opera KrtgttL 7pm 
in repertove. ® 

ELSEWHERE 

BRISTOL 5ii3anna Centtvres joOy 
1705 conedy.The BattetlWSe. 
BLiriUkad The Fan, the Fish and the • 
Gambling ladles, dk«caed by Roly 
Irwn for wad fets 

TIwkts RoyaJ. Ktag Street (0117 987 
7877) Previews torygW, Bpm Opens 
tomorrow. 730pm Then Mon-Wed, 
730pm. Thur-SsL 8pm: mals Thirand 
Sat. 2.30pm. Until May 9 ® 

EDINBURGH: Scottish debut In (he 
1997 CarrtflSmgerof the Wbrid, the 
Chinese maza>9opranp, Guang Yang. 
Juried by the Scottish Cteocal Ptojws 
under Christopher BeB she perfoms a 
programme of Uadsr and operatic 
tavourites ten Roesnr and Strauss 
Queen's KaH, Oerk Street (0131-668 
20)^. Tonight. 7 4Spm. 

NEWCASTLE: Pertunv3 de Tango,. 
the iaiesl dance-theane seduction from 
die 16-strang Argentinian company 
Tango Per Dos (ouches down here tor 
towheaJyotjp^cjfsapttstKawl . 
arose energy. The show tous to London 
on Monday 

Theatre Royal. 100 Grey Street (OiSi- 
232 20611 T aright-Sal 7 30pm. met 

Sal 2 30pm 0 

WATFORD In Bton John's Glasses 
Brian Con'ey plays the (cxsbel fan sat 
traunadsed by Watford's Cup Final 
dated 14 years ago. David Farr’s 
ar^oyabto coroady. directed by Terry 
Jotmsan Pre-Wbst End lour tadows 
P alace. Clarendon Hoad. 101923 
225671). Previews tgraghL 7.46pm. 
Opens tomorrow. 8pm Then Mon-Thu, 
745pm. Fn and Sal 8pm. mat Sat (April 
25). 3pm Until Aprl 25 ® 


Playhouse. Northumberland Ai®. WC2 
(0171-8394401) Mon-SaL 730pm. 
mats Wad and Sal 2 30pm Q 

Q SEPARATE TABLES/ 
HARLEQUINADE.' Terence RatCgan s 
1954 double OIL resiomg IMharto 
censored gay references to the first play 
Cofin Bhvcod'a tip lop cast nctedes 
Barbara Jertord, Shada Raid. Lucy 
Whybrow and M»k Eden 
King's Heed. Upper Street, N1 (0171- 
2261916) Tue-Sa, 8pm mats Sat and 
Sun. 3 30pm Ends Sal® 

□ SERIOUS MONEY' New Staging of 
Caryl ChurchA s surprise fit ol the 
I90fe The Big Bang woridot deals, 
coke and champa^Ki 

Man in (he Moon, 392 Kings Rd, SW3 
(0171-351 28761. Tue-Sim. 7.30pm. 

■ THE UNEXPECTED MAN: Efeen 
AUdns aid Michael Gambon ptay 
strangers on a bain In new ptay by 
Yasmna "ArTReza. MtathewW&ictws 

anas 

Ptt, Barbican Centre. S>*. SL EC2 
(0171-6388891). Mon-Sal 8pm: msta 
Tte.Sta.5pm 

□ A WOMAN'S COMEDY Brtteh 
premteru of Beth Hurst'e play inspired by 
the remarirabte life ol the Rekoranon 
dramaliBi Aphra Buhn, the woman 
to earn her hang as a writer. Georgia 
Bence Oracle lor Stage Trek 
Wimbledon Studio. 103 Broadway. 
SW19 (0181-5426141) Mon-SaL 

7 30pm. mate Wed and Sal. 2.30pm. 
Ends Sat 


Curaon Mayfair (0171 383 1720) Gats 
® (0171-727 40431 Richmond (0181- 
’ 332 0030) Screen/HRI ® (0171-435 
33661 Virgin FUfiiam Road (0171-370 
2636) 

W THE MAN IN THE IRON MASK 
(12»- Deception and tfirAs at tha coirit ol 
Lours XIV Ouhsh newvereian of (he 
Dumas novel, with an attractive cast 
(Leonardo DCapria Jererriy Irons. 

John MafccNteh. Gabriel Byrne, Gerard 
Depardieu) Drrecror. Randall Wallace 
Odeane: Kensington (0161-3154214) 
Marble Arch 10 181-315 4216) Swiss 
Cottage (0181-3154220) West End 
(0181-315 4221) (ICt WMtatoys® 
(D990868990) 

» HOUSEHUNT (PG| EbUfiertand 
wacky slapstick comedy, a rodent 
version ol Heme Atone. Wdh Nathan 
Lane and Lee Evans Dtecox Gore .. 
VafcreW 

Empire® (0990888990] Rfey (0171-' 
7372121) UdWMteieysG(0990 
888990) Virgins: Fidhsm Road (0171- 
37028361 Trocadero® (0181 -970 
6015) 

OSCAR AND LUCINDA (15)- Paer 
'Carey's novel aboul Vlaonan mMts. 
wih Ralph Fiennes and Cate Blanched 
Strtrmgly wsuN. bui muffted In (ntpacL 
Director. GiBai Armstrong 
ABC Tattanhem Cowt Road (0171- 
636 6148) Odeon Haymarket 10181- 
3154212) 


No waste of Spacey 


W hen an assistant 
director suggest¬ 
ed cuts m this 
bleak, weird, 
massive, remarkable play, 
pointing out that the idea that 
mankind was wedded to its 
“pipe-dreams” was repeated 18 
times. Eugene O’NeiU made a 
robust reply: he meant It to be 
repeated 18 times. And the 
curious thing is that, although 
18 is actually an underesti¬ 
mate. and although Iceman 
runs well over four hours, a 
strong revival leaves one sid¬ 
ing far more with the drama¬ 
tist than with the mistrustful 
factotum. Certainly, Howard 
Davies’s production sent me 
out convinced that, in defiance 
of the rules;, persistence had 
produced power and relent¬ 
lessness became art. 

Let us thank both the inten¬ 
sity of O'Neill’s writing and 
the sharpness of a company 
illumined by what's not. em¬ 
phatically not, a piece of 
opportunist casting. Kevin 
Spacey is mesmeric as Hickey, 
the supersalesman who saun¬ 
ters into a shabby Bowery 
saloon packed with British 
actors at their best: Clarke 
Peters and Rupert Graves, 
Patrick Godfrey. Nicholas 
Day and Mark Strong, Tim 
Pigott-Smith as a one-time 
anarchist whose anguished 
pretence is that he no longer 
cares for others. Ian Bartholo¬ 
mew as the alcoholic journal¬ 
ist Jimmy Tomorrow, James 
Hazeidine looking like a griz¬ 
zled blend of hedgehog and 
Teddy Roosevelt as the agora¬ 
phobic bar-owner. Harry 
Hope. 

The very names onphasise 
how much file assembled 
bums, slumped in vests and 
braces on their spindly chairs, 
rely on fantasies of the future, 
nostalgic reinventions of the 
past and the other ontological 
alibis O’Neill sums up as 
“pipe-dreams". Such is the 
magnetism of illusion that 
even the prostitutes insist on 
calling themselves “tarts", not 
"whores". Then in saunters 
Spacey’s Hickey, his sample- 
case packed with promises of 



The magnetic Kevin Spacey (far left) as die mesmeric supersaiesman Hickey, holding forth to his flock of bar-room loses 


happiness. He will relieve 
them of those lingering pre¬ 
tences that he thinks are 
rotting their minds more cru¬ 
elly than Hope's brackish 
whiskey. He will give them 
reality, and reality will bring 
them peace. 

Spacey makes this prepos¬ 
terous sales pitch surprisingly 
plausible You can imagine 
him on the doorstep, effect¬ 
ively arguing the merits of 
anything from encyclopedias 
to snake-oil to belief systems. 
You readily believe he was a 
minister's son. for he has 
smoothly refined his evangeli¬ 
cal skills to cable-channel 


N 1 v 


standards. He would run a 
pretty good encounter group 
too. He knows when to eyeball 
people and when to touch 
them. He radiates such ear¬ 
nest assurance and smiting 
self-belief that poor Tomorrow 
ends up seeing for himself that 
he mil never get back his job, 
Hope that he cannot even 
cross the road, and the others 
that the future offers nothing 


but more liver spots before 
their rheumy eyes. 

Do they thank him? Hardly. 
Do they find happiness? Only 
when Hickey is unmasked as 
a pipe-dreamer himself. Since 
you may not know the play, 
and should certainly discover 
it I won’t reveal more than 
that Hickey is himself an 
alcoholic who. until the libera¬ 
tion he now 'preaches, has 
been tormented by the love of a 
forgiving wife. But 1 can say 
that Spacey gives you not only 
the pain of guilt but something 
more unusual and important 

Towards the end there is a 
long, long silence, not de¬ 


manded by O'Neill's always 
garrulous stage-directions. 
Spacey"s Hickey looks at his 
flock and takes pity on than. 
He allows them to retreat 
again inio their protective life 
lies and. from there, into an 
uproariously coarse drinking 
spree. It is a touching moment 
and a terrible one, for it sums 
up what the 58-year-old dra¬ 
matist had come to feel about 
our species by 1946. when tile 
Iceman appeared Can we 
tolerate truth? No. Evasion is 
our lot 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


N ever having read George El¬ 
iot’s novel, I assumed 1 knew 
the stoiy. It was the one where 
a miser’s heart is melted by the arrival 
of a little child. I once saw an 
illustration, something like the cover of 
the programme to this adaptation ‘by 
Geoffrey Beevers. where a pinched old 
man tenderly holds a youngster in his 
arms. 

This production, of which Beevers is 
also the director, makes me aware how 
much I have missed by allowing the 
hero’s dismal name to put me off. If the 
version is faithful to the book, then 
Silas was never a miser in the Scrooge 
sense at all. although his redemption 
also begins with a vision at Christmas. 
Eliot, however, who at an early age 
decided Christianity was not for her, 
carefully constructs her plot so that it is 
a human love that heals. There is still 


Touched by Eppie and 
several other dolls 


'imm 


r~ r , 





talk of Providence, and more coinci¬ 
dences occur than in real life, but the 
image of a golden-haired child — after 
little Eppie has tottered through the 
snow, away from her mother’s dead 
body and into Silas's life — come to 
replace the stolen golden guineas 
works so powerfully that it is a 
pleasure to suspend disbelief. 


After the opening scenes.? the milk of 
human kindness is liberally an tap. 
expressed in Loma Marshall’s design 
by dressing almost everyone in mellow 
browns and creams. The stage seldom 
contains more furniture than the bench 
for Patrick Drury — giving the be¬ 
mused Silas a gentle, honest dignity — 
to sit on and mime his weaving. 

Beevers could, however, have done 
more to clarify who’s who. The family 
secrets simmering in the Red House 
test our concentration to the limit — not 
just regarding the doings of the angry 


squire and his two sons, feckless 
Godfrey and the blackmailing Dunsey, 
but also in deciding which are the 
significant details. We must look to the 
novel, no doubt to explain such puzzles 
as why Godfrey’s future wife insists 
that she and her uglier elder sister go to 
the ball wearing similar accessories. 

AH seven members of the cast have 
often acted in this intimate thealre-in- 
the-roiind. Here is Timothy Watson 
again, playing the scoundrelly Dunsey. 
the honest Aaron and manipulating 
the doll representing Aaron as a child. 
And here is Leah Fletcher, playing 
Eppie and manipulating the Eppie 
doll. Frank Moorey plays seveud 
crusty worthies. Brian Hickey is Godr 
frey as well as his horse. All serve the 
stoiy well and the dolls are exquisite. 

Jeremy Kingston 


OPERA & BALLET THEATRES 


COLISEUM 0171 632 6300(24tv) 
ENGLISH NATIONAL OPERA 
Tont 7.00 PUCCmre TRTTTTCO 
Tamar 7.30 LA BQtEUE 


THEATRES 


ADELPHI 

oc 24hrs (Cl bkg tea) 344 0055 
Gips413 3321/0300614 903 
KILL FOR A TICKET Mjj.S. 




MUSICAL OMer Awards S6 

CHICAGO 

THE MUSICAL 

fiimHE UTE 

HEKSHAU. LEMPER 

HENRY GOODMAN 
NIGS. PLANER 

Mon-Sal 8, Wed & Sat Mats 230 


ALDWYCH 0171 418 6003 
CC 344 4444 

Dame Jucfi is triumphant to 
Hare's masterpiece - D. Mal 


RONALD PICKUP 
JOYCE REDMAN 
The National Theatre production 

AMY’S VIEW 

a new ptay by DAVID HARE 

Directed by RICHARD EYRE 

Eras 7.30, Sta Mat 230 


APOLLO 24hr oc 0171 494 S07D 
cc 0171 344 4444 (bkg lee) 
Gn» 0171 494 5454 
BQ1 ELTON’S 

POPCORN 

Wlmr-Lmranca ODvtar 
AwnMnl Comedy 
MnmnBarcfays Theatre 
Awtade-Best New Play 
oorohwtod tor 7 Moloroa 
Mon-Sat aoopm 
Mata Wed 330 Sta 430pm 


DRUBY LANE THEATRE ROYAL 
SS cc (Bkg tea) 24hr 7 days 017T 
494 5000044 4444/420 0000 Grpa 
<84 5454/413 3311012 8000 

MISS SAIGON 

THE CLASSIC LOVE STORY OF 
OUR TIME 1 


HBi HAJESTYS 24lv 484 5400 
(bkg fee) CC344 4444/420 0000 (fee) 
Grpa 494 5454/4133311/4368 5588 


CLASSICAL 

CONCERTS 



APOLLO VICTORIA cc 0171 416 
6055 cc24hrs 0171344 4M4KM71 
420 0000 &pe 416 6075/413 3321 
Andrew UoydWafabaft 

STARLIGHT EXPRESS 

THE FASTEST 
SHOW ON EARTH 
Everangs 7.45pm 
Tue& Sta 3pm Tttksta fr £1230 


nunncDoiHT.Mc^ I »J««ON PALLADIUM 0171494 
DUCHESS B0 0171 494 5075 5030344 4444 (bkg feta Grpa 0171 

CC 420 OOOOtbkg fee) Grp 484 5454 [ 494 8454/4113321 

SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER 

ftwa 21 










185588 

nowwits 

STH FANTASTIC YEAR! 

IAN KELSEY aaCtenny ' 

■A Monatar W D. Mkror 
MorhSat 7J0pm Wed A Sta Mel 3pm 





A POLLO LABAT TS 
I fammeramKti 

BO (no bkg tee) 0870 608 3400 
cc(+bkg lea) 344 4444/420 0000 
Grps0171 416 60^ 

DOCTOR D0LTTTLE 

THE MUSICAL EVENT 
St arrin g 

PHBJP SCHORBU 
Book, music & lyrics by 

LaafleBrioune 

Directed by 
Steven FWoB 

WORLD PHSBERE14 JULY 


COMSTY 017! 3891731 
CC0171344 4444 

THE REAL 
INSPECTOR HOUND 

- by Tom Stoppard 

BLACK COMEDY 

by Pater Shatter 




CRITERION 389 1737/344 4444 


THE REDUCED 
SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 

THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 


'An unforgettable evening' D. Mal 

Adapted & directed by Patrick 
Garland 

Mon-Sal Evga 830 
Mata Wed & Sta 230 


FORTUNE BO & CC 0171836 
22380128033/4945388 
NOW WITS 9th Hrr YEAR 
RO BERT DAWD 

HFMFGfcR pm i an 

SoeanHSTa 

THE WOMAN IN BLACK 

Adapted by Septan Mafiatiao 
"The moetttaflftig Bid chMhig 
ptay ter ye^DJtaJ 
Mov3ai6MauTue3&Sa4 
Brae am 


GARRICK0171494 5085/31219907 
494 5388 (rtobfcg tee) 

Grops (M71 4945454 

Miner of 19 fifafrrA werdi 
The Royal Nadaota Theatre 
Production 
(VIRUS? 

AUSONRSKE JOHNBARDON 

JBPrtesaay's 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS 

"TMHncL-MntabeseenP'D-MaB 

"TteD hours entlmlfeqL vteuRy 
skmatag Avne” 0 Tel 

Mcn-Frl 74S, SrfS.OOSRIS 




LYRIC 0171494 5045 (+tae) 
cc 344 4444 (+fee) 
ftenoea Barber 
UoydOmn 
NeiPasraon 
Uzb Walker 

CL0SER 

BY PATRICK MARS St 
BEST NEW PLAY 
Lau rence O fiwar Award S6 
BBT COMEDY 
Evening Standoff Award 
MonSal 730pm Wed A SN Mat 3nm 


NATIONAL THEATRE BO Di71 
4S2 3000 Grpa 0171 452 3010; 

24hrcc bkg fee 0171 4200000 
OUVH3R HAMLYN WESC 
P5IFQRMANCE 

L YTTELTO N HAMLYN WEEK 

perfor mance 

1 OOriESLOE Tart 730 (PRESS 
won) OUR LADY OF 8UGO a 
new plqr by SebaaSan Baity. 
Toma HAMLYN WEBC 
PERFORMANCE ' 


PICCADILLY 0171 3691734 
CC 344 4444 Grpa 3691717 
THE PETER HAIL COWANY 

WAITING FOR GODOT 

’UWORQETTABLE’S.Tnra 
LAST 6 PERFORMANCES 
_Today a t 230 

THE MISANTHROPE 

■HILAWOUS’F.T. 

Tont & Tomar at 7.45 


PLAYHOUSE WCZ 0171 899 4401 
0171 3444444^Bkg fee) 

T lw Aftna dta Thetae Obpbww 

THE JUDAS KISS 

A new play by David Hare 
Dkected by Hchard Eyre 
Brea 730. Wod & Sta Mat 230 


SHAFTESBURY TKATTE 
Tebphonetxjattigs 07000 21 1221/ 
344 4444 (24hra + Mgfes) 
hdp/taww.sfiBfaaenLcotn 

RENT 

book, music and lyrics by 
JONATHAN LARSON 
Stated by MKWaGRff 
PHEVEAISHJE OPENS 12 MAY 
MnvSal 730, Mata Sat 300 


STRAND THEATRE BOX Oil & cc 
(mo fee) 0171 930 8800 
£**8,54 844 4444N20 0000 
tewpe 0171 413 8321/0171 436 5588 

•BUDDY* 

The Buddy Hofy Story 
■BRttUAKT Sun 

♦BUDDY* 

■WONDERFUL STUFF Sim Tal 
Tuawlhurs 83 Frl 530 & 030 
Seta 530 & 630 
SU«MVS AOOpmttfe 1/2 Price 
Aa SEATS 1/2 PfilCE FH130 PSF 
9tfi KNOCKOUT YEAR! 
Over 3^00 P erfor ma nces 
W tee year 2000 


TW PLAYHOUSE 01713594404 
01718394401 

April 23 lev 39 ports only 
Tha Almeida Theatre Co 
‘Apowe rti dptay-t namteeabte 
production* hd 

NAKED 

'■taSteto BJnoehe’e trenatwarff 
beamy conceals a raging torrent 
damoBon’DjJai 


GIELGUD 0171 49450G&CCQ171 
420 0000 ft*g fed Ops 494 5454 


THE ENTERTAINER 
TICKETS AVAILABLE 


•OVCACO‘ LES MISEIABLE 
-RBiT -PHANTOM OP THE OPERA 

•SHOWBOAT »HUC CLAPTON 
-WHISTLE DOWPTKE WTtW 


3-4-S* HOTELS 

SUPER SAVER BREAKS 

per person! 


DOMINION 01716561885/0171 
344 4444A171 494 54S5AT171 
420 OOOO Grpa 0171 41660967 
0171 4200000/0171 494 5454 




OLIVIER AWARDS 1998 
DISNErS . 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 
"AN ENCHANTING EYENING- 
GENUUffiLY GLORIOUS- D.Tal 
*A FEAST OF GOOD RUT D.MaH 
Naw Greep RMaa-Nota Boohfag 
MbffSM 730 Wed & Sat Ma 230 


To advertise 

'm 

ENTERTAINMENTS 
TeJ: 0171 6806222 

or fax: 0171 481 9313 


HAYMARKET BQ/CC 0171900 
8800 oc 344 4444 (bgk fee) 
DAME EDNA EVBLAGEtn 

NEW EDNA 

TICSPECTACLE! 
Laugh wtt a legend 
Now prevfewfrig 
P1ea«g(it2l Apr7pm 
Brea 73Q Sat Mta 330 


PALACE THEATRE 0171-43* 0909 
CC24IW( b l « fee) (H71044 4444 
ft *0 fata Grpa 0171-413 3311 
THE WORLDS MOST POPULAR 
MUSICAL 

LES MISERABLES 

MOW H TOOTH 
RECORD BREAKING YEAR 
Eves 730 fifata Thu A sal 230 
Latecomers not adrtattad 
untD the Intsivai 
LftflTH) NO. OF SEATS AVAL 
DAILY FROM BOX OFRCE 


PHOBffit BQCC 01713891733 
/344 4444/42) 0000 (fee) 

BEST MUSICAL 

OBvter/DtHna Awards 
Plays & Pkyas/tar NoveOo 
Awods 

WRLY RUSSELL'S 


m 




vwf?*^ 30 * m vfe UMa£ 


8AVQY THEATRE01718368888 
ecOin 420 000W344 4444 
From April 20 

-EDWARD pcnre Macntataa a 
tevdetarce’Etad 
HughRMtanare's 

A LETTEE OF RESIGNATION 

Xtee at the moat Rterata end 
powwMphyste fiw West Emf 

TaneGu 

MQrvSN&9S74S 
Mate Wadaoa Site 430 


ST MARTIN'S01718361443 
Erea8.Tue245.Sa! 54 6 

AGATHA CHRISTIE'S 
THE MOUSETRAP 
46th 


UtasSd&Sm 


VAlOEVUR-nEATTE 
BO 4 CC 01716369567 (No lea) 

CC 344 4444.420 0000 (8)«te^ 

•KATATHE KINGS* 

‘CRAZY KAT WILL MAKE YOU 
PWBL-AFWGSISNAPPBTG, 
FOOTTAPPWG, HAND 
CLAPPING SMASH* Daly Mha 
uon-RusaOQ.FniSasao&aao 

Frl Kate af Mata K Dries 


VTCTDRIA PALACE 01718341217 
Hcteanastta oi 71344 4444 (V9 feta 

PterinvsgMta Opera IS May 7pm 
Ewe 72ft Wed a Sa Mats 3J® 

SWEET CHARTIY 

THE SHOW STOPPING 
BGSPBIDER MUSICAL' 


ir4, i—Tj ™ 


Barbican Centre 
> j 0171 638 8891 

Mon 20 Apr 7.30pm 


LONDON SCHOOLS 

SYMPHONY 

ORCHESTRA 

Meredith Davies conductor 
John Bingham piano 

VAUGHAN WILLIAMS Oivifiiw. The 
BEETHOVEN Piano Concerto No 4 
MAHLER Symphony No > ca. ca 02 


Tuos 21 Apr 7.30pm 


London Symphony Orchestra 

Mfichniiil Heart Thoms* oonduccor 
Evelyn fflamle percussion 

ChrtmqrtMT Bowse tfar gcTenere Albertdi lAJberidi saved) 

European premiere MsWfar Symphony No i 

Tfcfafa DB. no. CI4,0050.122. (30 ^Ortwrad by Sem Group 


Sun 26 Apr 7.30pm 


Thomas 
Hampson 

Michael Tilson 

Tlioraas piano 

LSO Chamber 
Ensemble 

Programme includes: 

Schubert Heine Songs 
Mahlor/Schoenberg 
Lieder sines fahrenden 
Geseden 

TRson Thomas 
Whitman Songs 

hres The Things our 
Fathers Loved 

Es. C9. 05, C18 


Li-: ■JlC-iIY • i» .-*i' v - 

' n *' c* ->c : • 

Sun 3 S Tues 19 May 7.30pm 


AMERICA 






ALL SEATS £10 

CONCESSIONS £5 

3 May DETROfT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

Neeme Jarvi conductor 
Leil Ove flndsnes piaro 
Barber. Still. Copland. Prokoffst', Ravsl 


IS May CITY OF LONDON SINFONIA 

Richard Hickox conductor 
Ann Murray fnszza-soprafrfl 
Ives. Copland 

Sun 19 Apr 10.30am _ 


Sing with The Royal Opera! 

The Orchestra and Chorus of the Roys) Opera House 
Terty Edwards conductor 

Spend die day rehearing with th e Royal Opera Chores, 
taochcs and music staff. In the evening rati will 
l*rt«»rm in a fiilMeng* Cab Concert. ‘ 


BieaBaiiE ! 


CalTom^sn'ew EntertaiMne nts section 

171 680 6222 or fax 0171 4 R 1 93^3 
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ARTS MUSIC 37 


THE TIMES THURSDAY APRIL 16 1998 


* Monsters 
but no 



OPERA; Two new productions headed for 
London are pushing back the creative 
frontier^. Mike Bradley reports on a 
i futuristic A ida and a Glass premiere 


T hese are bold, exciting 
times Lr the world of 
staged op ?ra and this week 
and next witness the open¬ 
ings of two very different, innova¬ 
tory productions {— one a gigantic 
classical spectacular in London, the 
other a "digital opera in three 
dimensions” performed in Los An¬ 
geles. Both can 1 je said to represent 
in terms 
i employ inge- 
of light projection 
id illusions. But 
it be less similar 


significant new i 
of presentatii: 


presentation, 
nious techniqu 
to achieve 
oddly, they co 
if they trial 
Herein 
to town h 
of Harvey 
bringing the 
of Venn’s / 
maestro Gi 
Court For 
the arena 
tall tiered 
extensive in 
by more 
extras. Me 


>n, the circus comes 
.pril 23-25. courtesy 
ildsmith, who is 
•perama production 
masterminded by 
ipe Raffa to Earls 
e nights ir will fflj 
its expansive, 96ft- 
ie peopled by an 
itional cast swelled 
500 locally recruited 
[fully though, unlike 


one or two ff the more extravagant 
Aidas of retent years, this particu¬ 
lar “circuiT is bereft of royal 
retinues Wasting real elephants, 
stubborn d omedaries and plumed 
horses p rad in g unfortunately 
across the tage. 

That is i ot to say. however, that 
this man festation is any less 
splendid tlan its predecessors, as 1 
discovereqrecentiy when 1 visited it 
in its latfft port of call: Zurich's 
Haliens tail ion. On close inspection 
behind th: scenes I was surprised 
to find tlat me of the grandest 
most futc istic stagings 1 have ever 
seen pos essed virtually no set to 
speak of. instead there was a high 
stage comprising four tiers linked 
with simple staircases, the whole 
painted wih special white paint 


formulated to facilitate the opti¬ 
mum projection of photographic 
images. Vast panoramas of ancient 
Egyptian artefacts gave way in a 
split second to curtains of hiero¬ 
glyphs. a giant sphinx, a pyramid, 
draping the already lavishly cos¬ 
tumed cast accordingly and adding 
a cinematic dimension. 

Another important aspect of this 
production is the State-of-the-art 
sound technology which cleverly 
manages to eliminate delay, so 
often such a bugbear in large 
auditoriums. For the rendition of 
Verdi’s tale of treason and tragic 
love coming to London. Raffa will 
conduct the Royal Philharmonic 
Concert Orchestra, in a barely 
visible pit beneath die stage, and 
the principals will be WUhelmenia 
Fernandez and Dennis O'Neill, 
alternating with Anna Valdetarra 
and Piero Giuliacd in the roles of 
Aida and Radames. 

With seat prices ranging from 
£2250 to £36, it is dear that this is 
an unashamed attempt to provide 
opera for the masses. Snobs may 
sneer at die prospect of what they 
suppose to be a vulgar interpreta¬ 
tion peppered with technological 
jiggery-pokery but, bar one or two 
slightly florid scenes before the 
interval, those prepared to give the 
evening a chance wOI be rewarded 
by fine operatic performances sim¬ 
ply enhanced by appropriate spe¬ 
cial effects. 

The effects employed at UCLA's 
Rqyce Hall in Monsters of Grace, 
the latest collaboration by the 
composer Philip Glass and die 
director/designer Robert Wilson, 
are very special indeed. This ‘"digi¬ 
tal opera" received its world pre¬ 
miere there yesterday and is 
scheduled to come to die Barbican 
from May 19-23 as part of a year¬ 



' The awesome 96ft set of Aida at Earls Court: if the purists sneer and stay away, they will miss some fine operatic performances enhanced by stunning special effects 


long European and North Ameri¬ 
can tour. The libretto is based on 
the “ecstatic" love poetry of the 13th- 
century Persian Sufi mystic 
Jalaiuddin Rumi. credited rather 
over-exatedly in the programme as 
“die original whirling dervish". 
The work focuses on the theme of 
the heart, and consists of 12 poems 
and 13 principal visual images, the 
idea being that the coolness of the 
image is married with die fire of 
poetry. 

In conversation last week at his 
elegant, if predictably spartan, 
home Manhattan’s Lower East 
Side, Glass explained that die 


peculiarly evocative title stems 
from the time when Wilson was 
doing a one-man Hamlet and there 
was a line in the play that he oould 
never get right “Angels and minis¬ 
ters of grace defend us!” always 
came out as “monsters of grace”. 
Years later, when he told Glass 
about this, the thought occurred to 
the composer that most oriental 
love poetry divided into either die 
devotional or the romantic: dedicat¬ 
ed other to a deity or to a beloved. 
“Human love is a doorway into the 
divine. Thus grace refers to a divine 
activity which is given as a gift to 
human beings. A state of grace has 


to come from a divine source and it 
elevates you out of die human. The 
monsters are us. because we are 
imperfect, die 'defective souls’ that 
Aquinas refers, to. The piece is 
about the transformation of the 
ordinary - world through divine 
love." 

Certainly Monsters is a work 
which, in execution if not in scale, 
goes way beyond even Einstein on 
the Beach, the pair’s last radical 
collaboration. Synthes pians — 
three-dimensional computer-gener¬ 
ated images of the kind first seen in 
the film Jurassic Park — are 
projected on to a 40ft by 20ft screen 


in 70mm stereoscopic film format, 
to the accompaniment of a score 
performed by the composer and the 
Philip Glass Ensemble with vocal 
soloists. The audience views the 
proceedings through blue card¬ 
board spectacles with tinted blue 
lenses, quite unlike the primitive 
red and green affairs from the days 
of The Creature From the Black 
Lagoon. 

The work is intended to change 
the way an audience experiences 
live performance, immersing spec¬ 
tators in a multisensory experience 
rooted in the “enigmatic interplay 
of objects, light and sound". “We're 


not giving you puzzles to solve.” 
says Wilson, "only pictures to 
hear." “You know, we talk about 
pieces as having form and content 
and all those issues ” adds Glass, 
“but 1 think what’s interesting 
about Monsters of Grace is that 
were actually talking about the 
very medium that the piece exists 
in. When you think about how art 
is developing these days, this is the 
frontier. 1 mean, where are the 
areas of exploration in the theatre? 1 

• Aida is at Earls Court (0171-373 SI41) 
from April 23-25. Monsters of Grace is 
at the Barbican (0171-638 S89I) from 
May 19-23 


Factory blows the whistle 


H icden away in the 
snail prim of the 
programme for Op¬ 
era Factory's swansong at the 
Drill HaJJthere’s a nice double 
irony — icknowledgement of 
financial support from the 
DOyly Cane Charitable 
Trust. Ths is both a not-quite- 
germane indication of the 
multicuHiralism at which 
David Fneman is aiming, and 
a reminier that while the 
Factory fas just had its fund¬ 
ing axed.ihere is little prospect 
of DtCyV Carte Opera ever 
gening my from an Arts 
Council, i Treasury, and be¬ 
hind then a Cabinet all hell¬ 
bent’on anting this country 
culturally speaking into a 
parochial ■ little backwater 
somewhere on the fringes of 
Europe. 

Freemans Factory has en¬ 
livened, inliriated and (occa¬ 
sionally) eiifo anted audiences 
for 16 yean now. their work 
ranging firm Birtwistle pre¬ 
mieres to ane of the best 
prYxiuctions of Cosi fan tutte 
in living rremory. all on a 
pittance of public money. A 
country ihatcannot accommo¬ 
date such a gadfly is poverty- 
stricken indted 
Before the axe fell Freeman 
had grandkse plans for turn¬ 
ing the Fadory into “Theatre 
of the World", which this 
show, aJlrcKhaptly titled, 
should hare launched, an 
interdisciplinary theatre 
aimed at aborting non-West- 


DONALD COOPER 




Charlie Folorunsho plays Opera Factory's swansong 

by the West African Habib 
Faye. The subject is creation, 
life and rebirth (gods), life and 
death (human beings), and 
apart from anything else the 
evening is an absorbing semi¬ 
nar on comparative mytholo¬ 
gy — Persephone, Orpheus, 
bull-dancing, the Kalevala. the 
Eucharist, all flash by. 

It is not — words carefully 
chosen — a complete success, 
having the feel, perhaps inten¬ 
tionally. of "work in progress" 
exposed to the public at a 
dangerously early stage of that 


em ideas, subject-matter and 
processes. 

The Snake has been long in 
gestation. Freeman’s own text 
is drawn from the Epic of 
Gilgamesh and /stoat's De¬ 
scent ■ into the Underworld. 
Music was to have been by 
Philip Glass, but in the event is 


progress. Subject and quasi- 
improvisatory treatment pre¬ 
suppose the months and 
montits of preparation that 
say, Peter Brook could indulge 
in with the sort of financial 
support that no one thought 
twice about in France. The text 
is deliberately fiat banal al¬ 
most the actors are not skilled 
enough to breathe life into it 
and “received English” is a bit 
of a problem in so internation¬ 
al an undertaking. 

Whh another year to go, 
there might have been time to 
engage a writer, just as Free¬ 
man might have coaxed more 
music out of Faye — it’s very 
good but there’s simply not 
enough of it though a piece 
whose first musical number is 
“Then plough my vulva" can¬ 
not be all bad. 

Taken as a whole, though, 
the unfinished show is 
exhilaratingly un-British; 
Charlie Folorunsho (Gilga- 
mesh) has blazing charisma; 
Annabel Cheetham sings ex¬ 
pressively; Gilgamesh picking 
the Flower of Youth is a 
moment of exquisite visual 
poetry, and Saiko Susso’S 
beautiful playing of the kora, a 
Senegalese stringed instru¬ 
ment is alone worth the price 
of a ticket That this work in 
progress should not be 
allowed to progress ary fur¬ 
ther is a hideous reflection on 
our times. 

Rodney Milnes 


T he National Youth Or¬ 
chestra, youngest of 50- 
year-olds. celebrated its 
half-century in style with 
Tuesday’s Birthday Concert at 
the Barbican. For the 170-plus 
teenage instrumentalists, it 
was a performance that will 
never be forgotten; for the 
capacity audience, it was an 
evening to be relished both for 
what we heard and what we 
will- hear in the future; for 
everyone it confirmed that the 
NYO is a national treasure^ 
Appropriately, the pro¬ 
gramme John Eliot Gardiner 
conducted matched one of 
Mahler's most grown-up 
works with music by ihe 
mature but eternally youthful 
JanACek. Neither composer is 
central to Gardiner'S reper¬ 
tory, nor is Gardiner, notori¬ 
ously tough in rehearsal, an 
obvious conductor to be work¬ 
ing with the NYO; but these 
tender young players respond¬ 
ed to him with excellent and 
idiomatic performances. 

Gardiner drew playing of 
brilliant attack in JanACek’s 
Sinfonietta, even if it was all a 
little loud and fast. An affec¬ 
tionate tribute to the compos¬ 
ers hometown of Brno, the 
score ought to evoke the tran¬ 
quillity as well as bustle and 
marching bands. The brass 
fanfares could hardly have 
been more vivid, both as the 
music gains momentum at the 
beginning and at the blazing 
end, but the whistling upper 
strings and craggy winds also 
got a chance to prove them¬ 
selves in this swirling music so 
characteristic of the composer. 


NEWCLASSICAL CDs: Spiky British eccentricity; vocal Russian authenticity; images of Ades 


Bam Millington 

I LORD BERNERS 

he Trinnph of Neptune etc 
nglish Njrthem 
hilharmmia/Royal Ballet 
infonia/Uoyd-Jones 
fares Poo 8223711 A irk 
14.49 : 

ORD BIRNERS, that ami- 
ble Englsh eccentric, is en- 
ying the limelight ai_ the 
toment, hanks to a widely 
oticed bography. Perhaps 
uniable" is not quite the 
ord: Berrers had a wicked. 
,en cruel sense of humour, 
id many if his circle found 
lem selves the butt of his 
radical joling. 

All this cones through m a 
:ore like The Triumph 0 
’eptune, reorded here corn¬ 
icle for ih: first rime- The 
ork was ommissioned by 
liaghilev fc the London sea- 
in 'of his Sailers Russes in 
i26. and it s far closer to the 
liky, ironic style of Stravm- 
w or eai+ Walton — even 


Weill — than to the pastoralist 
tradition of Vaughan Wil¬ 
liams and Holst (for whom 
Berners had little time). 

Together with the equally 
parodic Vaises Bourgeoises 
and Polka, Neptune receives a 
spirited, accomplished perfor¬ 
mance from David Ltoyd- 
Jones and the English 
Northern Philharmonia. 
while an ensemble of the 
orchestra’s players does the 
honours for the jocular Man 
with the Moustache. 


John Higgins 

■ SERGEI LARIN 
Russian Arias 
Philharmonia/ 
Rozhdestvensky 
Chandos CHAN 9603 
£14.99 

THE Russian tenor — 
Urin was engaged for a few 

JosAs at Covent Garden m the 
early 1990s but has not been 

heard there since-A pity. 

Chandos's recital, cleverly 


selected, sticks to the Russian 
repertoire but still manages to 
demonstrate the extraordi¬ 
nary range of roles he is 
prepared to take on. It is 
framed, predictably enough, 
by Tchaikovsky with Onegin 
at the start and The Queen of 
Spades at the end. But even 
here there is a surprise: Larin 
sings not only Lensky in that 
first opera — and very well too 
— but also includes the cou¬ 
plets of M. Triquet. Herman 
in The Queen of Spades is 
even better, with Larin catch¬ 
ing the half-mad obsessions of 
the outsider of the regiment. 

In between there is more 
Tchaikovsky. Mazeppa and 
Cherevichki. But other com¬ 
posers show Larin in a more 
delicate light, notably the Hin¬ 
du merchant's lilting song 
from Rimsky-Korsakov'5 
Sadko. It is not just a beefy 


tenor, but one that can be 
trimmed down to inner pain 
and regret, as Lensky's Act □ 
aria from Onegin proves early 
on. Gennady Rozhdestven¬ 
sky's control of the 
Philharmonia ensures a total¬ 
ly authentic Russian sound 
throughout. 




Hilary Finch 


CDs reviewed in The 
Times can be ordered 
from the Times Music 
Shop on 0345 023498. 


■ THOMAS ADES 
living Toys 
Various artists 

EMI Classics Debut 5 722712 
i ri r k £7.49 

THE Living Toys are the 
bright dreams of a boy. discov¬ 
ered in an anonymous Span¬ 
ish manuscript; dancing with 
angels and bulls, fighting with 
bulls and soldiers. But they 
are also the enchanted play¬ 
things of 27-year-old Thomas 
Atfes, the golden boy of young 
composers whose gift, like that 
of Purcell and Britten before 
him, is to transform and 
transfigure musical history as 


it passes through his extraor¬ 
dinary imagination. 

The little suite which names 
this disc — the latest in EMI’s 
enlightened Debut series — is 
played by the London 
Sinfonietta for whom it was 
written in 1993, And it is again 
a set of transitory images, this 
time of vanished idylls, which 
inspire Acfcs's first string 
quartet. Arcadiana, written a 
year later. The Endeliion 
Quartet capture its fleeting 
glimpses of Papageno, of 
Schubert singing on the water, 
of Elgar’s Albion, in a work 
which celebrates transience as 
only youth can perceive it. 

The disc also includes the 
1993 Sonata da cacao, Coupe¬ 
rin filtered through EJebussy 
through Ad6s: and The Origin 
of the Harp, tiny tone-poems 
for wind and strings, before 
concluding with a setting of 
Psalm 51 for organ and the 
men’s voices of the choir of 
King's College Cambridge. 

★ Worth /tearing 
irk Worth considering 
■kirk Worth buying 


Shaping up for 
a bright future 


There was room for more 
quirkiness here, yet still the 
players dug into the pulsing 
rhythms and unequal phrases 
with relish. 

Ftorn the high-voltage open¬ 
ing of Das Lied von der Erde . 
Gardiner moulded a taut 
reading that culminated in a 
superbly controlled and 
shaped finale. Every section of 
the orchestra shone, not least 
the strings in the quiet intro- 


CONCERT 






dnotion to the second move¬ 
ment which also showcased a 
lovely oboe solo. In Der 
Abschied the long, perfumed 
dusk was conjured up in 
beautifully balanced textures. 


song-cycl 
symphonic work? Both, but 
Gardiners attention to orches¬ 
tral detail, and tendency to 
drown the singers in the big 
moments, suggested he takes 
the latter view. Indeed, he was 
not always sympathetic to the 
tenor Keith Lewis, who has 
power and the bright tone 
required here but who was 
overwhelmed at the start and 
later sounded strained. But 
Anne Sofie von Otter re¬ 
claimed it as a singer's work 
with her deeply felt perfor¬ 
mance. Her poised singing at 
the close capped a very special 
birthday party. 

John Allison 


EXCLUSIV E OFFER 


hie m. 


Six pop CDs just £9.90 


O n day four of The Times special offer 
CDs, we are offering you the chance to 
collect six superb rock and pop CDs for only, 
£9.90, including free p&p in the UK. Each 
CD has 12 classic tracks adding up to 
more than four hours of the best sounds. 

The recordings are originals from Sony 
and EMI. To place your order, call our 
credit card hotline on 0990 143 954 
quoting reference. The Times B0416. 



CD TRACK LISTINGS (K804) 


THE BNOS (9734) 

1 Adam & The Arcs: PtincoChsminQ 
27heBangfeK Manic Manta 

H Men At Work: Dam Under 

-.Happy Birthday* Manic 
am To A Sigh 

7 Psyc Furs: All of Ms And Nothing 

: The King oTRockitTkilt 
1 Earth VIM & HfK left Groove 
10 fow&tha Stoops: SearchS Destroy 
M Cheap Trick: The Flame 
1Z Deacon Blua Real Gone Kkt 



1(9733) 

1 Bomfe Tyler Faster Than TheSpeodot 
tight ZJarbJopfin: Ur and Bobby McGee 
a Mama: IFMtho Earth Mow A Sophie B 
HeadkKDanntlMbhlWasYdurlowr 
5 Erma FraritSn: (Take a LUla) Piece of My 
Heart • Baton HchsorcOWit 7ftWt 7Wte 
IfsAB Right IQfcd Laupar Tens Alter 
Time 8 Jennifer Rush: The Powered Low 
BSusanah Hoffs U ncorxttiornl Lortt 
It JixSeTnJte fiod flnfc Knows II Bash: 
Promises 12 Beverley Drawn: Low Scenes 


78* HARE BP (9709) 

1 Wad Chany. Play Thai Funky Music 

2 Eafli Wind & Rre Set To Get YooMoMy 
Life 3 The Emotions: Best cd My Love 

4 Harold Mahm Ouft Leave Merits Way 

5 Heawave Boogie lights* Istey Bratuss 
It's a Disco ti&tl Jacksons: Shake Your 
Body Own 8 The O'Jays Low Trait 

8 MarhaUans: Kiss and Say Goodbye 
10 Pant Labels LadyMsmaUe 11 Sly & 

The Parity Stone ft A FandyABat 
12 Ttaa Charles ILovb to Love 

f 1 BXUCK.'KTnP AID aMK£ (9718) 
1 Sunscreen: LoveUMonrZST: Give Me AB 
Your Lorn' 3 Rasta: l Louts Musk A MN& 
A* Got a Little Something For Ybu 
SDes'rea HwSoflaBeOKMCreote&Tto 
Coconuts: Ths Sex at It 7 Lisa Lisa ft the 
Cull Jam: Can YouFeet Ihe Beats Shabta 
Ranks: MrLowrman* Cutture Bat Ur 
Vata 10 Dead or ABuc You Spin Mo Round 
(Like A Record) 11TT® Pasaderas: WfSng 
on a Tram ltHw (Stow; I SW Havefrt 
Found What FmLooktog For 


iz ran tat cmioor (9720j 

1 Cyndl LanEi: Girls Just Want to Have 
Ftm2KC and Oe Sunshine Band: GmB 
UplBJkUrBtueSKyABnmias: 

LovetyDay 5 Heatwave MndBtatity 
OawtaBBMavhGa^Sa^HEafl^ 
7 tfley Brothers: Sumter Breeze 
* Jmmy CSft I Can See CteartyNew 
B The O'Jays Sunsfttelfl Santana: 
Samba Pa 7711 ay and the Family Sane 
Hot Fm in the Summertime\ZT\wee 
CagnesDorftietdieSmGoDom 

10’CLOCK FBH 420100(9719) 

TJBff Beck tf Ho SherlMng 

2 Beach Boys: Good motions 

3 ELQ: Roaow Beethoven A Stan Hailey 

4 Cockney Retat Mate MoSnOa 
SUtxt Tiger Feet BTheKnadc 
MyShamal The MotiksMcs Legs 

SlBmAbMthBFau BDny-sMkbtioH 

Rumars Gb/ioB j Gails Band: Ceotnbkl 
10 Kairinafi The Waves VmktgOn 
&nsfi*»«5upBBrasKAiiBhi 
12Tflrovlstor CCftwj 


CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 0990 143 954 

-^BBQlC^RMvMcidt^itoaBgasUigaomte^SigiWtaMifaganttoMcnifaiH^SBKtoiBTiBBoiatirtfcjii^taitam^^ ^ 


TOMORROW’S CD 


: GENRES JUST £5 
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Apocalypse now and then, please 


OHj-ALLfti 


F.lafnp Showalter finds that an author’s 
vision of faith in millennium endgames 
tends to stimulate rather than comfort 


I n traditional scholarship, myths 
of apocalypse are either comic or 
tragic, ending in triumphant 
survival or fiery destruction; but 
for Marina Benjamin, they are melo¬ 
dramatic; long-running soap operas 
“forever lurching from one narrative 
diffhanger to another". 

At the end of the 19th century, 
English poets like Hardy sank to the 
occasion, with a gloomy conviction that 
theirs was the worst of times and 
composed portentous last words for 
last days. 

Today, Benjamin argues, although 
some prophets maintain that our 
century is darker than all the rest, our 
obsessive anxiety about the coming 
. millennium reflects our existential 
need for moral tension rather than any 
inherent wickedness of our own time. 
Ai the end of the 20th century, 
apocalypse has been made routine. 

Some religious move- __ 

ments, such as the uviNGA' 
Jehovah's Witnesses. u Jin tut 

that used to predict a 1 

regularly rescheduled By Marin 
Armageddon have Picadt 

given up the practice, ISBN0‘~ 

and cult leaders are - —; 

not .embarrassed 
when their doomsday scenarios fail; 
they just congratulate themselves for 

having faith, instead of Apocalpyse 
Now. we have the permanent carnival 
of crisis Susan Son tag calls “Apoca¬ 
lypse from Now On". 

Benjamin writes about millenarian 
cults, institutions, and religious move¬ 
ments. and about such bizarre prac¬ 
tices as cryonics (freezing corpses in the 
hope of keeping them in suspended 
animation] and mystical mathematics 
(predictions of the end of the world 
based on biblical verses), but her goal 
is to make us recognise our affinity 
with even the most extreme of these 
sects. 

Religious or secular, she maintains, 
we have all unconsciously internalised 
the master narratives of endtime. 
Disasters like the Los Angeles earth¬ 
quake. Chernobyl, or the Exxon oil 
spill are “mini-endings" that whet our 
expectation for the final catastrophe 
rather than appeasing it. 

English history offers many miile- 
narian groups, from Crusaders, Rant¬ 
ers, Levellers. Muggletoniara, and 
Southcottians to the followers of Sister 


LIVING AT THE END 
OF THE WORLD 
By Marina Benjamin 

Picador , £1299 
ISBN033034203 7 


Marie Gabriel who said the world 
would end in July 1994, and former 
footballer David Icke’s mystic cosmolo¬ 
gy. Benjamin even meets John Allen, 
aka Johnny Dolphin, at his Institute of 
Ecotechnics in Bloomsbury, from 
which he masterminded Biosphere 2 as 
a try-out for colonising Mars. 

The Millennium Dane may well be 
Britain’s great contribution to the fin 
de si&cle tradition, and I wouldn't be 
sin-prised if new Labour could come up 
with some of the celebratory millennial 
rituals that Benjamin points out are 
sadly lacking in our culture. We all 
need Millennial Resolutions, party 
hats, and a theme song. 

But on the whole apocalyptic scenari¬ 
os seem philosophically and theologi¬ 
cally out of key with the dominant 
empiricism of British thought 

U was George Bernard Shaw, Benja¬ 
min points out who described the Book 

_ of Revelation as “foe 

-rue unity curious record of the 

visions of a drug ad- 
■VORLD diet". She has to oon- 

Benjamin cede that despite 

£IZ99 British efforts, the 

1342037 United States still 

- seems more prone to 

imagining and mar¬ 
keting the apocalypse. In America, she 
notes, “mil I ena nanism does not even 
need to compete with mainline reli¬ 
gion, since ... it virtually is the 
mainline religion, and is currently 
spreading like wildfire". 

Like Malise Ruthven, Louis 
Theroux, and other British explorers 
who have gone before, Benjamin made 
her own pilgrimages to investigate 
American millennial weirdness. 

She is especially interesting on the 
Mormons in Salt Lake City, where the 
Church of the Latter-day Saints shows 
a six-handkerchief 5 MAX feature film 
on the pioneer trek called Legacy, and 
is rumoured to take in a billion dollars 
a year from tithing, as well as its 
income from real estate, media and 
industry. 

With the economic boom and a 
vigorous missionary movement has 
come a spiritual boom. There are now 
more Mormons outside the US than 
within it, in such places as Africa. Chile 
and Japan. But this influx of eager 
converts has led to internal problems, 
as a Church that has already backed 
down or compromised on plural 
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The end is sky-high: Britain’s grand contribution to thefinde si&cle tradltit^Q --- the draru&ic beginnings of die MiHennium Dome in Greenwich 


marriage and coffee-drinking faces 
multi-culturaiism. 

Mormon intellectuals have taken to 
rereading the sacred books in order to 
find hints that some Mormon pioneers 
could have settled in Polynesia instead 
of Missouri where the New Jerusalem 
has been expected to appear. 

Overall, Benjamin suggests, apoca¬ 
lyptic scripts will continue to be 
rewritten in this resourceful way 
because we need the hope of salvation 
they bold out and because the sense of 
living at the end of the world gives life a 
zest it might otherwise lack. 

But many millenarian groups are 
not quite so benign as the Mormons. 


The showdown at Waco, in Texas, 
between the FBI and the Branch 
Davidians was a tragic example of law 
enforcement playing into cult leader 
David Koresh’S prophecies of attack 
and martyrdom. 

As anthropologists often warn us, 
apocalyptic movements with charis¬ 
matic. messianic leaders are highly 
volatile and have a tendency to be 
pushed into violence. 

The British analogy to Waco is closer 
to the IRA than the Mormons or the 
Institute of Ecotechnks. Benjamin has 
writen an elegant intellectual survey of 
the millennium, bur it is more stimulat¬ 
ing than comforting. 


Looking for a fresh 
angle on odd pieces 


T he Victorians would 
have called Blake Mor¬ 
rison a miscellaneous 
writer. He has published two 
collections of poetry and a 
book for children; he has 
written a play and a film 
script; he is the author of a 
volume of so-called confession¬ 
al autobiography and a book 
about the murder of the Liver¬ 
pool infant James Bulger. 
There is also a good deal of 
journalism, and Granta has 
now allowed him to make a 
selection from what he calls 
his “stories and pieces". 

Publishers are generally 
leery of collections of occasion¬ 
al writing and mutter about 
the vanity of authors. They 
will concede that they do 
something to keep a writer’s 
name in the public mind 
between proper books, but 
incline to the view that yester¬ 
days features or Op-Ed pieces 
or book reviews belong in the 
fish and chip shop, not served 
up a second time between hard 
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covers or trickled out as paper¬ 
back originals. Charles Pfeguy, 
a poet as well as a polemicist, 
put the matter economically: 
“Homer is new this morning, 
but nothing, perhaps, is as old 
as todays newspaper.” 

Morrison acknowledges 
that it is impossible to disguise 
the ephemeral nature of such 
pieces. He claims, however, 
that where he has cut or 
rewritten, his purpose has 
been different — “the hope of 
making them truer or more 
accurate than they succeeded 
in being the first time round". 

That does not strike me as 
the main problem. Freshness 
apart, what recycled journal¬ 
ism crucially lacks is context. 
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Gone beyond recall are the 
mood and micro-climate of ihe 
day the piece came off the 
press — perspectives gleaned 
from other media, gossip in 
pub and dub, the whole 
shifting, disorderly tangle of 
private and public cross-refer¬ 
ence which informs and col¬ 
ours everything we read or 
write. 

Morrison has a good story 
about the Iranian poet who 
hied to bribe the Nobel litera¬ 
ture Committee by shipping 
over IS crates of pistachio nuts, 
but he can be very earnest, 
particularly about education 
f A growing, number of uni¬ 
versities, inducting of course 
the Open University, have 
made higher learning avail¬ 
able to people who used nor to 
have access to it, single-par¬ 
ents and early school-leavers 
included"). He also sometimes 
tumbles into plain silliness; 
“Like other great Scandina¬ 
vians." he announces, “Alfred 
Nobel was a misanthrope," or 
“What connects sex and bicy¬ 
cling is that they offer a kind of 
self-transcendence." 

He has an adventurous way 
with words, although he has a 
tendency to flog “epiphany". 
He can call both John Clare 
and Auden as character wit¬ 
nesses for “soodle": l wouldn’t, 
on the other hand, put much 
money on his resurrectionist 
ambitions for “swrve" as a 
replacement for the most com¬ 
mon of our four-letter words. 



Morrison: reworked pieces from his cuttings book 


“Roots in ess" did not appeal 
hugely, and I shall not be too 
cast down if “boysy”. “cutesy" 
and “erorophobe" fail to make 
it into the next edition of the 
OED. 

The pieces which stand up 
best in Too True are those to 
do with writing and writers. 
Morrison makes good use of 
an interview with Valerie El¬ 
iot. he writes perceptively 
about Ted Hughes and gener¬ 


ously about Philip Larkin. For 
the rest he mainly detains us 
in colour-supplement land 
with slim pieces about his 
obsession with football, the 
North-South divide and foxes 
in South London suburbs. The 
style is discursive, at times 
almost rambling. Sardonic old 
Rebecca West would have 
allowed that he has what it 
takes — “an ability to meet the 
challenge of filling foe space". 
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THERE are those who believe 
that when not masterminding 
the defeat of the Spanish 
Armada or dancing with the 
Earl of Essex. Queen Eliza¬ 
beth I was secretly writing 
Shakespeare’s plays, since 
only one royally bom could so 
appreciate the burdens of 
kingship. In his new novel, 
Robert Nye goes further and 
conjectures that the play¬ 
wright was conceived alter a 
brief encounter between the 
Queen and John Shakespeare 
in foe grounds of Kenilworth 
Castle. Immediately after her 
confinement, the Queen gave 
up foe child to his father and 
tfie rest is history... or rather 
myth. 

Nye’s novel, a brilliantly 
inventive exploration of foe 
myths which have accrued 
around Shakespeare, employs 
the same rumbustious tone, 
digressive manner and bawdy 
humour as his earlier Falstajf. 
It offers a fictional counterpart 
to Samuel Schoenbaum’s 
Shakespeare’s Lives: where 
Schoenhaum recorded the 
variants of Shakespeare's sto¬ 
ry, Nye embroiders them. The 
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narrator, the elderly actor 
Pickleherring, declares: “This 
is Ihe story of William Shake¬ 
speare. It is a pack of lies and 
my heart's blood.” 

Pjcklehemng claims that, in 
his youth, he originated many 
of Shakespeare's great female 
roles. Writing in 1666 when 
the Bard is despised as “vul¬ 
gar and crabbed, an uncouth 
spirit", he is determined to 
offer a corrective. At times, his 


quasi-mystical portrait of 
Shakespeare'S sexuality is 
richly complex; to judge by his 
experience in the wings, it was 
not wily foe playwright's 
imagination which was stirred 
by boys in skirts. 

The novel is a highly enjoy¬ 
able compendium of country 
lore, arcane history, theatrical 
anecdote and textual criticism. 
Its one misjudgment is the 
inclusion of cod-Shakespear- 
ean verse. 

Nye’s verbal exuberance re¬ 
sembles that of Anthony Bur¬ 
gess, another of the Bard’s 
biographers, and he shares 
Burgess's love both of neolo¬ 
gisms (Shakespeare’s dual 
profession makes him an “ac¬ 
tor") and of puns (Southamp¬ 
ton is “the face that launched a 
thousand quips"). The author 
is as creative a borrower as his 

Subject, appropriating anec¬ 
dotes from later writers such 
as NoSl Coward and dressing 
them in Elizabethan dothing. 


muster with the masters of the 
national curriculum, but it 
will be a treasure trove for 
everyone else. 


Our man in Vietnam, 
Britain, Burma... 


J ohn Pilger is Britain's 
most unflinching cam¬ 
paigning journalist and 
the maker of 50 film documen¬ 
taries. From'Vietnam to East 
Timor, from Burma to Britain, 
he has written about the 
underclasses and oppressed of 
the world. In the process he 
has attracted fame as well as 
criticism from those who ac¬ 
cuse him of distortion. 

In 1963 Pilger joined that 
“great moving belt" of Austra¬ 
lians who headed for Europe. 
He arrived in London in a 
snowstorm clad in a velvet 
jacket and a drip-dry shirt It 
was nota promising start to a 
Fleet Street career. But he 
persevered, landing a job with 
the Daily Mirror, not because 
of his journalistic talents but 
because they thought, errone¬ 
ously, that he was a fine spin 
bowler who would enhance 
the Mirror’s cricket team. 
Such was the delightful eccen¬ 
tricity of national newspapers 
in those halcyon days. 

Pilger did not know how to 
spin a cricket ball and eventu¬ 
ally had to own up to Michael 
Christiansen, the Mirror's as¬ 
sistant editor in charge of 
features, who retorted: “An 
’Australian who can’t play 
cricket! Disgraceful!" Pilger 
thought he would be fired, but 
Christiansen recognised that 
his ability to spin a yam, if not 
a cricket ball, was oustanding; 
he kept him on. 

In the trid Mirror Pilger had 
found foe perfect niche for the 
crusading journalism for 
which he would become fam¬ 
ous. He laments, as do we all, 
the passing of the old Daily 
Mirror under Hugh Cudlipp, 
written for the times, for the 
people. 
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untiring 
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are now eroded; foreigners 
whom the Vietnamese sacri¬ 
ficed so much blood to repel 
the French. Japanese and 
Americans — are back again 
exploiting the country, forcing 
it id make capitalist, free- 
market reforms that have 
created divisions of wealth 
that, he fears, are leading it 


HIDDEN AGENDAS 
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ultimately towards a form of 
recolonisation and impover¬ 
ishment It is a debate worth 
hearing at this time when the 
economies of the South-East 
Asian “tigers", which Vietnam 
has been encouraged by foe 
West to ape. collapse in a 
morass of overwhelming debt 
Pilger also praises the envi¬ 
ronmental rescue of Vietnam 
from the terrible damage of 
the war, how a great re- 


greening campaigi has been 
undertaken by the authorities 
in areas once drmched in 
Agent Orange when not a tree 
remained- It is a sai irony, of 
which Pilger seems ignorant, 
that the Vietnam Gcvemmerrt 
has undertaken a programme 
of reforestation in Its own 
country while coll 
plundering of n 
Cambodia’s magnificent teak 
forests in an meal timber 
trade that will mak< foe forests 
commercially loggjtd out in 
three to five years. 

Pilger uses his prdific pen to 
salute a long galleH of coura¬ 
geous people who ait resisting 
oppression. There is kung San 
Suu Kyi, the Nolel Peace 
Prize- winning i ^position 
leader whose lonelj struggle 
under house arrest h Burma 
atic rule 
Restitu¬ 
tion Council (Stare)! is truly 
inspirational. “In th^end they 
cant stop freedom, jshe tells 
Pilger. "We shall lave our '$ 
time." No doubt foe Burmese 
people one day will. 

There is Xanana 
the jailed leader of 
Timorese national jberation 
front who smuggled 1 remark¬ 
ably courageous inu^-view oul 


of his Indonesian p 
be published by 1 
den Agendas sho_ 
corned, above alL f< 
voice to these co 
suffering people. 
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P ilger has not always got 
it right: none of us does. 
Critics argue he is blind 
in one eye. lacks objectivity 
and is capable of seeing only 
one side of the argument In a 
non-ideological age his rheto¬ 
ric remains very much of 
someone on the Left though he 
does not regard himself as 
especially radical but as 
liberal and democratic Nor 
has he learnt that ideology and 
rhetoric do not always equate 
with realities. But there is no 
doubting his idealism in pur¬ 
suit of justice and exposing 
human rights violations. He 
does this with unflinching 
zeal, with powerful and per¬ 
suasive prose in Hidden Agen¬ 
das. his new book. 

Hidden Agendas is not a 
“fed-gpod” book- Indeed, H is 
a book which could make you 
very cynical about the work¬ 
ings of the modem world and 
the power-gatherers of our 
new “media age". Digging like 
a plough through foe head¬ 
lines Pilger has turned up foe 
rich subsoil of deceit and 
deception governing so much 
in international politics and 
big business in foe second half 
of the 20th century. 

His chapters on Vietnam 
are particuarly absorbing; it is 
the country he has covered 
most comprehensively for the 
past 30 years and having 
always identified closely with 
the Vi(tSnamese<OTnmunist 
cause he laments that the 
achievements of that struggle 
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On which . battlefield did Hitler really trip up? M. R. D. Foot finds out 

/ Choked flames 
/ of the Fuhrer 


CAPTAIN CECIL 




T he world war against 
Hitler had many bat¬ 
tles in it. few of them 
decisive. For instance, 
in the Battle of France he 
shattered in six weeks one of 
the world’s great military pow¬ 
ers. The Battle of Britain that 
followed it marked his first 
defeat, and ensured a long war 
instead of a series of short 
ones. The Battle of Stalingrad, 
fought from September 1942 to 
early February 1943, his sec¬ 
ond significant defeat, helped 


to ensure his downfall 27 
months later, in this brilliant 
book. Anthony Beevor ex¬ 
plains what happened at Sta¬ 
lingrad from Russian and 
German sources combined; he 
has got beyond both sides’ 
propaganda, which he proper¬ 
ly discounts, to write a compel¬ 
ling piece of military history. 

He begins by sketching the 
outbreak of die Russo-Ger¬ 
man War in .June 1941 — 
frankly, from the start, like the 
Japanese-American War that 
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Mother figure: the city’s war memorial to the heroes of the Battle of Stalingrad 


followed six months later, a 
racial war. a conflict between' 
two national groups that, for 
the time being at least, were 
utterly unable to accept each 
other as human equals. He 
describes how many village 
elders from the subject races of 
western Russia came out to 
greet the German invaders 
with bread and salt; only to be 
brushed aside as Slavs, there¬ 
fore inferiors, and treated like 
dirt; unless, like their Jewish 
fellow villagers, they were 
summarily' shot. He proves 
that the German Army’s 
hands were far from dean, 
even if the worst atrocities 
against the Jews — such as the 
massacre of more than 30,000 
j people at Babi Yar 

j wf* near Kiev — were 

mainly the work of 
the police. 

^Z As a mat¬ 

ter of rou¬ 
tine. the 
invaders burnt villages and 
took what they chose from the 
villagers, often shooting them 
down as well. “This impres¬ 
sion of genocide against the 
Slavs aroused, along with die 
desire for revenge, a pitQess 

determination _ 

not to be beat- 
en." Stalingrad STALIr 

provided the ByAntho 

testing ground. wj a#, 

Beevor de- ISBN 06. 
scribes the da- — 

tion of all-but* 
unopposed advances over the 
steppes of western Russia, and 
gives some idea of the colossal 
distances covered; most of the 
German infantry who fought 
at Stalingrad had walked 
more than 2,000 miles to get 
there. Once arrived, they be¬ 
came involved in what their 
Fuhrer had always been deter¬ 
mined to avoid — street- 
fighting: and in streets that the 
preliminary attentions of die 
Luftwaffe had reduced to rub¬ 
ble. thus multiplying the Red 
Army's chances for short- 
range ambush. 

He shows how General 
Paulus, the German Army 
commander on the spot, was 
drawn into a bunker-by-bun- 
ker, beam-by-beam slogging 
match at dose and very dose 
range that he had never in¬ 
tended; and how bloody-mind¬ 
ed his opponents were. 

The Red Array was notori¬ 
ously ready to spend men; let 
one example suffice. General 
Rodintsev, who had fought at 
Guadalajara, took 
the 13th Guards' Rifle 
^ Division of more 
than 10,000 men 
across the Volga into already 
ruined Stalingrad; 320 of his 
men were left when the Ger¬ 
mans finally surrendered. 
Moreover, behind — quite 
literally behind — the front 
stood the NKVD, the Soviet 
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secret police, who established 
a tight grip over this, as over 
every other battlefield. In the 
winter of 1942-43, at and near 
Stalingrad, the NKVD shot 
dead 13,500 Red Army soldiers 
who had tried to desert. 

Beevor is right to blame 
Hitler for not letting Paulus 
disengage himself in time 
from the trap into which he 
had fallen. Stalin's armies 
mounted a wholly unexpected 
counter-offensive, behind Pau¬ 
lus’s army's left flank, which 
cut it off: and once cut off, not 
all Goering’S boasts of forth¬ 
coming air support could res¬ 
cue it Hitler was fond of 
saying that his generals had 
not read enough Karl May. 
the German G. A. Henry. He 
had read too much, and by 
midwinter 1942-43 had ceased 
to distinguish fantasy from 
reality, though none of his 
generals dared to tell him so. 

Beevors grip on reality re¬ 
mains firm. He shows how 
much both sides depended on 
air as well as land power. He 
is deft at introducing light 
personal touches: die 13-year- 
old girl, buried by an early 
bomb that hit her school, dug 

_ out by her com- 

__ a _ panions, found 

GRAD to be paralysed 

ly Beevor and strapped to 1 

. £25 a stretcher to be 

0870951 ferried across i 

■ the Volga to hos¬ 

pital: Man- 
stein's pet dachshund, which 
would raise his paw at the 
command “Heil Hitler!": or 
the doctor who cherished to 
die bitter end a leather-bound 
copy of Faust on onion skin, 
and had it taken from him by a 
captrir who used it to roll 
makhorka cigarettes. 

He does not let these stories 
distort either his strategy, his 
tactics or the logistic picture. 
All three became acute for the 
Germans. 

No one in the German, or 
indeed the Russian, high com¬ 
mand seems to have taken in 
quite how frightful life was, for 
both sides, inside the caul¬ 
dron: but Beevor comes close 
to it The incessant noise, the 
stench, the ever-present lice, 
the intense cold, the hunger, 
tiie thirst — between them 
these made enough of a hell on 
earth, without the strong prob¬ 
ability of a nasty and violent 
death thrown in as welL 
Astoundingly, almost 10.000 
civilians survived the siege, 
including 904 children, nine of 
whom could be reunited after¬ 
wards with their parents. 

The wounded suffered 
worst Of the 600 German 
doctors in the trap, none was 
among those who were flown 
out Nobody seems to have 
escaped on foot it was too 
cold, and there was no food 
left. 


The sour milk of human kindness 


K asrurba Gandhi, wife 
of the Mahatma and 
tiie “Mother of India”, 
was like Patient Grise) in 
European legend: she endured 
every humiliation to emerge at 
the end with nothing but 
praise for her loyalty. 

This biography by her 
grandson is the mosr sympa¬ 
thetic family memoir, but it is 
honest enough to demonstrate 
how the sainted Mahatma’s 
personal behaviour was often 
ugly and wicked, putting him 
in a tradition of philanthro¬ 
pists who managed to com¬ 
bine compassion for the whole 
human race with harshness 
bordering on cruelty towards 
members of their own 
families. 

Their betrothal at the age of 
seven followed by marriage at 
13 was the union of two 
moderately wealthy families, 
and Kasrurba might have 
expected a future of comfort 
and prestige. It became, in¬ 
stead. one of hardship and 
deprivation. Yet it was not 
Gandhi's political work in 
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South Africa and India that 
made Kasturba’s life a misery: 
she joined these battles with 
enthusiasm, going to prison 
for the cause, in the company 
of other women. What tested 
Kasturba to breaking point 
was her husband’s personal 
behaviour. 

He said he learnt principles 
of passive resistance from her, 
and indeed it was the only 
form of resistance she was 
able to offer his despotic 
whims. The most important of 
these concerned sex. He was 
having sex with Kasturba, 
despite her pregnancy, at the 
time his father died. The baby 
was bom prematurely and 


died early. These combined 
facts stimulated the guilt that 
tormented Gandhi all his life, 
and was the motivating force 
for many of his acts of self- 
abnegation such as fasting 
and self-administering en¬ 
emas. Poor Kasturba was the 
unwitting object of his self¬ 
disgust at being an ordinary 
human being. 

His heroic efforts of renunci¬ 
ation and self-denial were 
chosen by himself, but im¬ 
posed on her. He insisted not 
only on her emptying the 
chamberpots of inhabitants of 
his house (a task, in her mind, 
fit only for Untouchables) but 
threw her off the premises 
when she did not do so 
cheerfully. When her small 
box of possessions was stolen, 
he refused to call the police, 
expressing surprise that she 
should even own a box of 
things worth stealing. He in¬ 
sisted they live in poverty and 
rejected gifts that might have 
secured the future education of 
their sons; he gave away her 
jewelleiy. 


While it can hardly have 
been the authors intention, 
the book reads as a long 
indictment of Kasturtra for 
failing to protect her sons 
against her husband. The 
eldest boy. HarilaL scored 
highest in an exam to qualify 
to go to study in London, but 
Gandhi refused to let him 



Together in Bombay. 1902 


have his prize, such was his 
fear of biting accused of nepo¬ 
tism. “He just does not care for 
any of us," Harilal remarked 
bitterly and left his father’s 
house. When another son, 
Manila!, sent his brother ten 
rupees to relieve his poverty. 
Gandhi drove him. too. from 
his home. Manila! was al¬ 
ready suffering for his father’s 
principles: when he was 18 he 
was caught about to embrace a 
woman and was forced to take 
a vow of celibacy till he was 30. 

Kasturba emerges as a calm 
and dignified character, but 
no match for her husband, 
and- in common with other 
books about him. Daughter of 
Midnight fails to reconcile the 
essential contradiction in Gan¬ 
dhi'S character that a man 
who was a sanctimonious prig 
could also be an empire- 
breaking revolutionary leader. 

Jad Adams's The Dynasty: 
The Nehru-Gandhi Story 
(with Phillip Whitehead) is 
published bv Penguin, priced 
£7.99. 



Johnson is sworn in, flanked by his wife Lady Bird and Jackie Kennedy. 1963 

Get the lowdown 
through the hi-fi 


P ick up this book, read a 
few pages, and suddenly 
there you are, sitting in 
the Oval Office in the sham¬ 
bling. overpowering, envelo¬ 
ping presence of Lyndon 
Baines Johnson, 36th Presi¬ 
dent of the United States. As 
likely as not Johnson has a 
telephone shoved up against 
his large, droopy face. He 
listens intently, his eyes nar¬ 
rowing to reptilian slits, and 
then he speaks in his rolling 
HiU COuntiy drawl. You hear 
the boom. 

Johnson was the only Presi¬ 
dent to record his term of office 
from start to finish. When 
Richard Nixon took over the 
White House in 1969, Johnson 
showed him the concealed 
system, gleeful that he had 
been so attentive to posterity. 
Nixon disapproved, however, 
and had the system removed. 
Only later in his own presi¬ 
dency did Nixon fatefully de¬ 
cide to wire up the office again, 
this time with new, voice- 
activated equipment 
Johnson was erratic in 
switching on his device, so the 
record is fragmentary and 
often disjointed. Still, 95,000 
conversations were recorded 
over 643 hours, and this first 
volume of the Johnson tapes, 
superbly edited and set in 
context by Michael Beschloss, 
covers die nine months from 
the assassination of John Ken¬ 
nedy in November 1963 to 
Johnson's nomination at the 
Democratic Party convention 
the following August 
Lyndon Johnson was fam¬ 
ous for The Treatment, a 
masterful blend of sweet- 
talkin' flattery and arm- 
twistin' cajolery. Part country- 
boy charm and part classroom 
bully, his won 1-take-no-for- 
an-answer style could over¬ 
whelm the stiffest resistance. 
Every exchange was a conver- , 
sational bearhug. 

One reason The Treatment 
was so effective was that it was 
so transparent Thus, to Kay 
Graham, proprietor of The 
Washington Post. "When I 
hear your voice 1 feel like a 
young animal on the ranch — 
just want to jump the fence." 
Or to the lugubrious Director 
of the FBI, J. Edgar Hoover: “I 
got more confidence in your 
judgment than anybody in 
town." And to the Georgia 
Senator Richard Russell: “No 
one has ever been more to me 
than you, Dick — except my 
mother.” When all else failed, 
Johnson retreated into patriot¬ 
ic appeals. Bargaining with 
his wife's New York hairdress¬ 
er. he says: “All right now I'm 
a poor man, and I don’t make 
much money ... [but] this is 
your country, and 1 want to see 
what you want to do about it" 
Beneath the LBJ syrop, 
however, was a calculating, 
crafty politician. Johnson was 
a score-keeper. He could recite 
the latest rankings from a 
Kansas poll or the most recent 
nose-count from an Oregon 
delegation. Describing his 
Stale of the Union address to 
the columnist Drew Pearson. 


ALAN WATKINS is a gifted necro¬ 
mancer. Individuals whose political 
lives are over, and whose names are 
forgotten, are brought back to life to 
become fascinating actors in tne 
absorbing dramas of these pages. 
This work is ostensibly the story or 
how successive politicians came to 
lead their party and their country. 
Bui the real interest, as so oftei n in 
politics, lies in the stones or tne 
kingmakers and courtiers. 

Watkins takes as his theme the nse 
of party' democracy and the waning 
of the" royal prerogative in the 
selection of our leaders, but what 
mieht sound at first hke a dry 
constitutional treatise proves an ab- 
sorbina series of vignettes and char¬ 
acter studies. It is no more than one 
mieht expect from the author of Brief 
Lives: a quite brilliant, but 
out of print, collection of potted 
biographies, it stands comparison to 
Aubrey’s original. 


MPs play follow the leader 


like the better, that is to say older, 
sort of academic. Watkins makes 
history a matter of character and 
motivation rather than the working 
out of profound forces. In The Road 
to Number Ten he introduces the 
general reader to Humphry Berke¬ 
ley. the winy and independent Tory 
backbencher who introduced demo¬ 
cracy to his party a century after his 
party had introduced it to the 
country. He also reintroduces older 
readers to. and acquaints others 
with. David Basnett, the lugubrious 
dinosaur who stalked Labour confer¬ 
ences in the distant past when tiie 
trade unions still had some influence 
over the party they created. 

Although Berkeley was a figure 
from the Sixties, and Basnen from 


Michael Gove 

The Road to Number Ten 
By Alan Watkins 
Duckworth. £25 
ISBN 0 7156 2815 I 


tiie Eighties, both seem unimagin¬ 
ably distant now. Before 1963 Toty 
leaders emerged after consultation 
among a "magic circle" of party 
elders. It was. according to Berkeley, 
a process “more appropriate for the 
enstoolment of an African chief". Yet 
there seems something equally tribal 
and anachronistic about the argu¬ 
ments over what proportion of the 
votes for Labour leader should be 


cast by union bosses on behalf of 
their membership, many of whom 
did not even vote Labour at general 
elections. 

Now that both parties have fol¬ 
lowed the Liberal example and 
chosen to elect their leader by a 
process that is broadly one member, 
one vote, all these “fancy franchises" 
have tiie quaint charm of stone circles 
and com dollies — relics of Old 
England. 

Yet even as party leaders have 
come to be chosen by progressively 
more democratic means, so the threat 
grows of prime ministers being 
chosen, once again, at one remove 
from the people. The prospect of 
proportional representation denying 
parties majorities at future general 


elections would make the choice of 
prime minister, as William 
WaJdegrave has pointed out; a mat¬ 
ter for cliques to carve up in the 
Commons and the monarch to ratify. 
In the name of modernisation we 
would have reverted to the 18th 
century. 

Should such a Namierite new 
world arise it could have no better 
chronicler than Alan Watkins, whose 
style, a blend of El Vino’s anecdote 
and archival detail, combines charm 
and authority. It is the perfect vehicle 
for conveying both - the arresting 
peculiarities and political signifi¬ 
cance of his subjects as weU as 
holding the attention of the bedtime 
reader. Even Watkins nods, however, 
and on page 238 he is mistaken in 
saying Michael Portillo was Chief 
Secretary to the Treasury in June 
1995. He was then Employment 
Secretary, the last man to hold that 
post. 


Raymond 
Seitz rewinds 
the soundtrack 
to Johnson’s 
presidency 


he exclaimed: “I got 81 ap¬ 
plauses in Z900 words!" The 
President kept track of whom 
he owed and who owed him. 
He reached into the legislative 
pork barrel with both arms, 
protecting the Philadelphia 
Naval Yard from closure to 
win the support of a Pennsyl¬ 
vania politician, and securing 
a $40 million pet project for 
the Republican Senate Leader 

TAKING CHARGE 
The Johnson White 
House Tapes, 1963-64 
Edited by Michael R. 

Beschloss 
Simon & Schuster.£3) 

ISBN 068480107 7 


Everett Dirksen. When John¬ 
son did a favour for you, he 
made sure you knew it 
Johnson worried about his 
enemies and was never sure 
about his friends. Though his 
legislative record in the spring 
of1964 was as spectacular as 
anything since Franklin Roo¬ 
sevelt — civil rights, tax re¬ 
form, the war on poverty — he 
felt politically vulnerable, par¬ 
ticularly as the illegitimate 
heir to the Kennedy legacy. He 
was solicitous of tiie Kennedy 
parents, Joe and Rose, and 
frequently on the phone to 
Jackie. But he suspected Bob¬ 
by was out to overthrow him 


(even paranoids have enemies, 
and Bobby was indeed intent 
on retrieving the Kennedy 
standard). Key conversations 
between LBJ and RFK were 
not recorded, but on one 
occasion Johnson said to a 
confidant: “When this fellow 
[Bobby] looks at me it’s like 
he’s going to look a hole 
through me." 

Early in the Johnson presi¬ 
dency, Vietnam was still in the 
background, a nettlesome 
problem but a manageable 
one. There is, however, an 
eerie foreboding in LBJ's fre¬ 
quent late-night conversations 
with his friend and mentor 
Richard Russell. 

Russell was a sly old fox 
who could spot a no-win 
situation a mile away. He 
counselled Johnson to get out. 
“It isn’t important a damn 
bit" the Senator says. “It’d 
take a half-million men [which 
it did]. They'd be bogged down 
for ten years {which they 
were]." 

Johnson's instincts agreed. 
"Any time you got that many 
people against you that far 
from home base, it’s bad." But 
LBJ was a political animal, 
and he worried instead that 
the Goldwater Republicans 
would outflank him on Viet¬ 
nam in the approaching elec¬ 
tion. In August Johnson 
secured the Tonkin Gulf Reso¬ 
lution from Congress, and the 
abyss opened up. 

The transcripts that Mich¬ 
ael Beschloss has skilfully 
assembled present the larger- 
than-life Johnson in all his 
contrasting colours. They re¬ 
veal, as Beschloss says, “the 
primal Johnson": vain, gener¬ 
ous. mean-spirited, coy, sensi¬ 
tive, wheeler-dealing, forceful 
— a monumental President 
with feet of clay. 
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RACING 


Xaar likely 
to find it 
heavy going 
in Craven 

By Richard Evans, racing correspondent 


IMAGINE the problems 
honed athletes would face if 
the London Marathon was 
switched overnight from the 
streets of the capital to a 
ploughed field — and you 
begin to understand the diffi¬ 
culties confronting Xaar as he 
defends his “wonder horse" 
tag in today's City Index 
Craven Stakes, one of four 
races shown on Channel 4. 

In keeping with most of the 
progeny sired by Zafonic. the 
record-breaking 1993 2,000 
Guineas winner. Xaar. the 
outstanding two-year-old of 
last year, loves to hear his 
hooves rattle and loathes the 
mud. Indeed, before Xaar won 
the Dewhursl Stakes by seven 
lengths last autumn. Andrg 
Fabre went on record saying 
that he would not like to run 
the Khaled Abdulla-owned 
colt anywhere where the offi¬ 
cial going description included 
the word “soft". 

So it is not difficult to 
imagine the thoughts running 
imindo 


through the 


of Europe* 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: DIKTAT 
(4.15 Newmarket) 

Next best Noble Demand 
(2.05 Newmarket) 

Thunderer selected Tumbleweed 
Ridge (14-1) at Newmarket yes¬ 
terday. Richard Evans gave Desert 
Pnnce(7-1). while Chns McGrath was 
on the mark with Rat fop (11-2) at 
Cheltenham. 


top trainer as Xaar lines up for 
his 1000 Guineas trial on 
ground where “soft" hardly 
does justice to conditions pre¬ 
vailing on Newmarket* Bow- 
ley MDe. “The ground is 
terrible," Olivier Feslier, 
Xaar* jockey, said after riding 
in the first race yesterday. 
With ram falling throughout 
the afternoon, the going will 
be little better than that on 
offer in France, from which 
Fabre had hoped to seek 
refuge. 

However, he has little 
choice if Xaar is to do himself 
justice in the colts’ classic in 17 
days' time. “Tomorrows race 
is in order to get him fully 
wound up for the 2.000 Guin¬ 
eas, which is his main ambi¬ 
tion for the whole year. He has 
gor to run." Grant Pritchard- 
Gordon. Abdulla's racing 
manager, said yesterday. “1 
spoke to Andrt this morning 
and he said Xaar looked 
fantastic and was very well. 
He said we would be all 
right" 

The bookmakers may well 


take a different view and the 
Tote is offering 54 against 
Xaar — unthinkable until the 
recent rain. However, the 
conditions are not ideal for 
any of the six runners, as 
Geoff Wragg. trainer of 
Gulland, was quick to ac¬ 
knowledge. “You don’t want to 
run anything chi ground like 
this really, especially on their 
reappearance.” 

Gulland made admirable 
progress last year, ending his 
three-race campaign by win¬ 
ning a listed race at Pontefract 
on easy ground, and is a live 
Derby prospect “He is a 
lovely horse but doesn’t do 
much at home. He is in several 
Ten to Follow" lists, but he has 
got to prove himself a Derby 
horse." 

in this ground, it is impru¬ 
dent to rule out any runner 
bur. with doubts about the 
stamina of Daggers Drawn 
and Henry Cecil's string yet to 
hit top form, he could be worth 
opposing. I would not dream 
of having a bet given all the 
uncertainty. My heart would 
like to see Xaar prevail, but 
Gulland looks a major threat. 

The ground should hold no 
fears for Noble Demand and 
he can defy top weight in the 
opening Swaffham Handicap 
(2.05). The Lynda Ramsden- 
trained runner showed mark¬ 
edly improved form on his 
final two starts last term, 
winning in the mud at York 
before just failing to beat The 
Glow Worm in a hot nursery 
over today* course. Gelded 
since then, he will appreciate 
today* longer trip. Highway¬ 
man showed progressive form 
in three maidens and is an 
interesting handicap debutant 
for Michael Stoute. 

The Feflden Stakes (235) 
has attracted six three-year- 
olds open to improvement but 
there is little firm evidence to 
suggest which will be best 
equipped to handle die mud. 
Despite winning a decent 
backend maiden here. Border 
Arrow gives Ian Balding no 
encouragement at home that 
he is a potential group horse. 
Fegnitz has decent form, de¬ 
spite being a maiden, but it 
may be best to rely on 
Alboostan, who ended last 
year in third place behind 
Second Empire, the Derby 
favourite. 

Barry Hills has a chance of 
completing a quick double 
with Epsom Cyclone, whose 
maiden success at Doncaster 
19 days ago has been boosted 
by the subsequent victory of 
the runner-up. He looks fairly 
treated in the Wisbech Handi¬ 
cap (3.45). 



Apprehension pounces late to capture the Weatherbys Earl Of Sefton S ta k es at Newmarket yesterday 

Loder’s new chapter opens well 


By Chris McGrath 

MOST trainers finding them- 
selves down to their last Few 
owners should not be asked to 
endure a foul afternoon on the 
Rowley Mfle — not unless 
their shoelaces are confiscat¬ 
ed first Yesterday’s miserable 
weather, however, found no 
answering bleakness in 
David Loder, who won both 
feature races on the second 
day of the Craven meeting. 

The success of Desert 
Prince in the NGK. Spark 
Plugs European Free Handi¬ 
cap. after that of Apprehen¬ 
sion in the Weatherbys Earl 
of Sefton Stakes, represented 
a heartening start to a new 
chapter in Loder* career. 


Sheikh Mohammed recently 
appointed the Newmarket 
trainer as “youth team coach" 
to Godolphin. and the arrival 
of 60 two-year-olds means 
that his entire stable str en gt h 
is now divided between the 
sheikh. Loder* own relations, 
and Edward St George, own¬ 
er of Sefton Lodge 
Loder. obliged to expel his 
other patrons to accommo¬ 
date foe new intake, does not 
pretend that he found this 
particularly easy. But the 
colours carried by yesterday’s 
winners — Apprehension for 
the sheikh. Desert Prince for 
St George — have been the 
mainstay of his career so far, 
and die fates certainty seemed 
to approve of his derision. 


William HOI stfil offers 
Desert Prince at 25-1 for the 
Sagitta2,000 Guineas, though 
Coral 14-1 from 50-1. was 
rather more enthused. What 
the race did represent was 
another boa quel for Xaar, 
who beat Desert Prince by 
nearly ten lengths in the 
Dewburst though Loder ar¬ 
gues his winner to be better 
than he looked there. 

He certainly settled better 
in a crossed noseband today, 
despite the steady pace. Trans 
Island, who (fid pull hard, led 
two out bat Olivier Pestier 
swept Desert Prince 
on the outside passing 
furlong pole, going on to win 
by just over a length. 

"Things didn't realty go 


right for him last year, but his 
work has always been of the 
highest order.” Loder said. 
“There is a fairly good chance 


Ardent Scout on winning trail 


CHELTENHAM 
CHANNEL4 

220: Mandys Mantino re¬ 
turns to the scene of his finest 
hour in foe Arkle Trophy, 
where he kept on well in third 
behind Champleve. He stays 
this longer trip, but that run 
confirmed his preference for 
faster ground. The alterna¬ 
tives are Mahler, also a crack¬ 
ing third at the Festival, or the 
less exposed Wilde Music, 
who returned from a long 
absence to win a soft race at 
Hereford. He has something 
to prove against Mahler, 
whose Cafocart form con¬ 
firmed that this distance suits 
him better than three miles. 

255: Dantes Cavalier has con¬ 
tributed to the recent revival of 
David Gandolfo. He romped 



TODAY S RACES 
ON TELEVISION 


home at Sandown last time, 
but encounters a more pro¬ 
gressive opponent in Tide- 
brook- Having dropped out of 
contention after making a 
blunder at hallway, he stayed 
on well up the hill to chase 
home Edredon Bleu in the 
Grand Annual Chase. That 
was on faster ground, but he 
had relished foe mud when 


hacking up at Newbury 
previously. 

330: Turrill House, ill served 
by the false pace at Towcester 
on her return from a break, 
and Simons Castle both try a 
new trip. The latter is more 
likely to prosper for ft. 
Kinnahalla makes some ap¬ 
peal oft a low weight after 
running well in a co mpetiti ve 
mares’ race at Newbury, in 
which Ganpati, a winner here 
yesterday, finished second. 
Montroe capped his progress 
when winning a similar event 
at Sandown. for which he has 
been raised 81b. Ardent Scout 
was among several who never 
got into that race, but had 
looked a horse to follow at 
Wefoerby on Boxing Day. 

Chris McGrath 


that he will run in foe Guin¬ 
eas. though 1 have also got 
Daring Derek. 

Loder wHl have derived 
considerable satisfaction 
from the way Desert Prince 
has trained on. His excellent 
record with juveniles would 
be of minimal value to Godol¬ 
phin if he did not also know 
the deft art of conserving foe 
embryonic three-year-old. Ap¬ 
prehension. ft should be not¬ 
ed, disappointed last term, but 
began his four-year-old cam¬ 
paign with a rejuvenated per¬ 
formance, pouncing from 
well off the pace to collar 
Ahnushtarak. 

Sleepytime. returning to the 
scene of ho- L000 Guineas 
success last spring, trailed in 
last Her connections were 
unconvinced that the ground 
alone was to blame. 

Another beaten horse to 
d eman d attention was Top 
Cees in foe Babraham Handi¬ 
cap. His trainer, Lynda 
Ramsden. and her husband. 
Jack — along with Kieren 
Fallon, foe champion jockey 
— recently won a libel trial 
against The Sporting Life, 
which accused them of dis¬ 
honesty in preparing Top 
Cees for his Chester Cup 
success in 1995. Top Cees, who 
had finished fifth in foe 
Swaffham Handicap that 
year, yesterday managed to 
get two places closer under 
top weight 

Evidently in great heart 
after his win over timber at 
the Cheltenham Festival Top 
Cees will now return to 
Chester. 



2^0 Mahler 
2.55 Mister Odcly 
3.30 Jet Boys 
4.00 A vo star 


THUNDERER 

4.35 Spencfid 
5.10 Mactnavaffi 
5.45 KntgfttsbridQe Lad 
6.15 Stewarts Pride 


Carl Evans: 4.00 Teeton Mill. 
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2.20 LLOYDS BDWHUKER CORPORATE FINANCE NOVICES 
CHASE (£4.856:2m 51) (5 runners) 

1 •fl 5 ?? ajraaofflrtBMoenni nM suvOMes 511 - 12 cl_ 

2 432511 WUauUSlC 12 (Fin (A Bmta)C Bracks8-11-12_MBmffl 

3 FRYS NO FD0L 23 (E,S)|ftyjNn foul pstne»saip)J0l(l 511-8 _ MARzgni 

4 32IMP3 MANDYS MANTMO 30 (CJLFXLS) (I nuWQJGHtoRl 511-6_ 

5 0-FZ134 STURM DAMAGE M (B&S) (P Barbs) PMchgls511-8_ TJMraphy 

BETTING; Ewes Mute Mam 1 w U Me. 5-1 Mde fate. fO-f Frys No fm. Stem tea**. 

1997: FORMAL MUTATION 8-11-8 R Mean 0-2) D KtaWsai 4 1 » 
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Matter 51413rd erf 8 to Cytor Mata in chase id Chetafem (2m 51. 
good) Wide Must beat Gotten Rim beaten a distance In 5- 
„. „ .... „ nnw novice chase a Harford (2m 3f. soft). ftys No Fool beat 

for.1*1 mi Sjonog «vh* handicap ctase at Chrastow (2m 31110yd. good). Maidys 
Marino Tft) 3rd itt 16 to Dsmptew in ctase grade 1 a GMtenham (2m. mod to soft). Stem 
Damage IS 4th of 7 m Airtteside in novice ctase a Tauten (2m 110yd. good). 


MANDYS MAKHNO will be had to beat B coping wtti Ws softer ground 


2.55 HOLMAN CUP HANDICAP CHASE 

(£6,840:2m 110yd) (5 runners) 

1 1-11112 T PBBBO OKa |D.GLftffWitee (Motel) KBflw 511-13 — N_... 

2 2-42204 NBTfflKBY20(C0A5)Mng12-11-7 . MARtzgenld 

3 2148343 MORSTOCK 15 ©.GuS] 0* M Faitanl fl ttectfa 511-1_TDaaSrte 

4 3243211 QMTTES CAVMJBT 16(01,6,5) (W Dora) DGartalb 51512_ROummh 

5 3142436 KA9MLLESTAB28 QIRfJS) <RMaftcw)RUsfnw7-KW_CUmrty l 

BETTWfc 6-4 Oates Crater. ii-4 Tteftnx*, 4-1 ttsMfc Star. 6-1 Itaact. 8-1 Hm Oddy. 

1997; SEEK THE FAITH 51 t-2 ft Dumnfy [2-1 bv) M Shspotf 6 an 



FOBWlfOCOS 


Tttetnx* 3HI 2nd of 17 to Edredon Bleu h handle® erase a 

Qjeao4»n»niiftti. mod) wiih Morsw* pb better tf) 101 

110yd, flood). ftuftes Canfer teal MnuMflo 81 in fcnficQj chase a Sattoen (2m, good). 
TDEBR00K. a line second at the Festival, will find Ns easier 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

T Footer 
Utss V Writes 
K 

Mr, J 
C Etaten 
D ifcUfln 


Wins 

8 

4 

14 

12 

4 

31 


An 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Wttnea 

Rides 

* 

2B 

as 

K WlansoB 

a 

140 

21.4 

16 

8D 

ao 

17-5 

T JMuota 

R Dnnody 

a 

33 

191 

189 

17J 

69 

174 

A Magun 

2D 

136 

147 

24 

16.7 

wuraion 

10 

7B 

1 U 

200 

1S5 

PWde 

9 

71 

IV 


3.30 


CONCORD RUNG PRODUCTS NOVICES HMfiXCAP 
HURDLE (El 1333:2m 5f 110yd) (13 runners) 
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109 
118 
114 
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Stratford Cm 5f TiQyd. soft) tenori & 2nd of 17 lo Cod Sprite m mores handicap hudto al 
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4.35 CHELTENHAM SPONSORSHIP CLUB HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£6.209: 2m 51110yd) (10 miners} 

(Ms i UojM) N Tteson-Om 7-12-1 (5aj DOUBTFUL 03 
1164232 SPBC P14 lOLGlS) His S Camwood) (J Ncttteo HM_A Madeira RS) 

JSSS5 S^JFUilWJpnriLitf) Ms jPBnan 7-11-3_- BFWW 108 

KWMa^aWi3eflDG«Wo6-ltH_RDwweody 134 

WRClasi R Frb 6-10-7-J Fnte 123 

Maiwa|ST4SF(6jS)fflCfcetllPeaco08-1IM)_- MWManson 120 

/D10VP ALLSMMKS14(GS) (MsCKmoarv)NHendacon9-1041_ JRKanogb 

11-2500 LOUGHHXLY88 (51 (flttese^FJredn8-1M_RJrinson 107 

2DV050 52 ffS] (MMattel ft (TSoftaan6-1IM __UrSOnc* (5) 1Z7 

Long lanJcaiE CM Mr Gad 9-H AOez wp® 9-9. Lstqn Triy 9-7. WoWs* 9-6 

BETTMG: 3-1 5pnM, 7-2 Ueksce. &-} SteimUneenn. Dewrta. 7-1 HnUmoase. Qa Hr ftsa. 10-1 

news 

1997. &TDRMYFA8MIEATHH15-ll-s M a R&gerid (9-2) N henderaat 13 isi 


KJNKERH) RRST TIME: Ripon: 2.45 Chester Wren. 


5.10 STAR CENTRE NOVICES HURDLE 

(£3,680:2m II) (13 turners) 

2113 LBKBORY LINE 12F 


132 


>113 U3KBORYUNE12F(S)(HanwaMenPmpMSMRerakr5-11-10 PMvan 
021 LMMKARAN23 ra(SSdratuy) TFooter5-114—--RJflriege J17 


aoOJGMrt 5-11-6 
Bbattad) C Boete 7-TI-O. 


PHde 


3213 SOLOUM33 I 

2M M.-CS19I 

OOP C0UMB. HOOK 41 (Ms B Indrtft) J OShae 6-11-0. 

35 DOTTY 0091129 (BF) (Ms C SniM 0 Mdsteoi 6-11-0 
aW GREAT STWF 19JUo*ic3 BfcixSlDCk) C Broota 7-11-C _ 

OPT JOmsuniEITU7D9VI5te(ttrtPROM7-11-0-SBunugN 


99 


. AMaatee 

DoSrmjL 


NAU TAXS 291F (M Xartft) E Wheels 5-11-0. 


cvretbp) 


65 NUBU29 


DO- SUPER HUM 381 (W OuSey) C Hotetw 7-1141- 

P TUDORRUTAL15WraMSnemyJJBtod6-11-8- 0tanras|5) 

1 MACHAVaU10(9}(B VtCJPtentokB GLMxn4-10-13 . MAR^nU 95 
- - 4-10-3- EHOMMdB 95 


RrtntfWMBm 4-10-3. 


BETTWa: 11-4 Ledgndnf Oe. 3-1 Sotenen 7-2 Umkran, 94 MtehtMB. 6-1 VBXtee, DMy Dam. 20-1 
IMs Tite. 25-1 Mile. 33-1 aOBS. 

1997: TALATHA7H 5-1T-5 fl Joftrcon (5-4) D Mctefcon 5 ran 

5.45 LEVY IHMfB) STANDARD QPBI NATtONAL HUNT RAT RACE 

(Div t £1,884:2m 11) (25 rurors) 


T 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
6 

9 

10 
11 
12 
12 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


11 RUSS&J. ROM) 70 (ELS) (kls L Reid) 0 Mdigtsen 6-11-12_R 

1 IMGHTSafHlGE LAD 188 (0/ 

130 MR MUSE MAN 40 (BF£) (N 


VWHteE 6-11-9 
JHng 5-11-9 


Nffriteteon 
— R Guest 
— IWfte 
_ BCStad 

Egenon 5-11-2-A Ttarenn 

WT McCarBiy 


41 8EU5ARD 94 (S) (P Jests) N Steam 4-11-3 — 

BULL90T ffi tartan & Pwwral G BaMrg 5-11-2 . 

DK3JP ST HMJND5 (Sir CwmeM FreuQ C 
RVE-OJP BohwI T D Mcartby 5-11-2 . 

MXBOJND (0. MS Mra E ReMrt N Hendgsar 6-11-2-UA 

LORD POkBTOL Otandam PamenW) P R WetM 5-11-2-JA 

MANDALAY MAN (D Mbd) P ffc/ufis 5-1 1-2 _TJ 

MOeYPOWTSAM [M Fonlan) R PNOrt 9-11-2 --S McNei 

UtMAXOtEdteninOdonS-ll-Z-Mtacura 

KQOMHTH1(MsCWteHdKBeaeT5-1l-2 .. MHWMfcren 

34 OFFSHORE 23 (A FMer) J wad 5-11-2_ LAspte§j 

PIAVLORD U IMnfle) G McOwn 5-11-2...WHrae 

SOWDUCJA BmAi) C BmakS 5-11-2_S Bnley 

FFF TTIQAARMGnMBUrS 19P (Ms DSrrtBi) CA Srii 5-11-2_VSHteiy 

SJUNSCO&CE CAteMer Cwpete Ud) >*» PDtfted 5-10-11_P Hafler 

2» aumaWSAfl® «lAFnriB6»0ulto 8-10-11. RtwS 

SJtSCE(PUMen)MPI jbS- iO-11- JtaS 

FP3 OUR LEADER 5DP (Us H Motfey) Mrs HMabtoy 5-10-11_R 71remtQn 

SOSSfii DREAM ID Anted S M Hemei) M Plunte 5-HMi _ L Ccvccwrai (71 

BEAU SRUMtE BOY (Mrs DWriteteh Buie 4-10-10_B Fnten 

HERRM6SBY(CSodmy)PRwebow4-10-10_ RGtertty 

BOWJtG ON (A Money) RBudW 4-104..._S PnS 


BETTwa 92 Reset Road. 5-t nfeUdge Lad. 8-1 Betstea 10-1 teoelmnd. No (kanw. OUue. Cr*T 
CnsdBr. 12-1 Mn 

1997: NO CORRESPONOMG RACE 


6.15 LEVY BOATS) STANDARD OPEN NATVMIAL MINT FLAT RACE 

(Dhr R: £1,870:2m II) (25 wrers) 


TR 9USCUNRMGHAM35JBFAS)(J6eod3rd)MraMRewley8-11-9 .. PNm. 
14 KMG6RHAPSODY61 (^(Qutfflftjtett)NKenttrm5-114 HARM 
1- ROUTE Olt 355 (6) fupBBta Bloadatte) C Bnxte 5-n-g_ EM* 

I STEWARTS PRgg33(5)(SWtrtSBwfcaair5-ll-9_R JSraan 

II KMSFDRD R0SE21 (G^) (Mrs A Matte) MPlpi S-11-7__. JmS 

riLASCBOY(OstoaaK bebU d)HLee5-11*2 _AUaoiv 

BLAOOW ATBt BRAVE (Mb R BhdtMP) PNfchfe5-11-2 ... MJTtaedK 
BUDBIRE1VEH (Ms H Vasari M iKton-Otetas 5-1 !■?_JSofcSn® 

11 GUARD OF HONOUR 82 [S EiKMbb] J »nl ft-11-2_ pmi 

LANHVDR0CK Gflmi (a UetBan Eaate; Lid) H Hart 5-11-2 Altaian 

MASlWIWSTUS(WhB}MraSW95aioS-ll-2,.__ . BFsBDD 

OR SHUJE 22 (BF)(MoPA)dwert PR Wetter 5-11-2_j>McC*w 

“5-11-2 ....---R Tton*n 


PKM LEADER 
PASTHiA BOY 


J Urtn) P 


Brian] K Briff 5-11-2. 


IMHbnaen 


3 SANTABLBS33fDAmote J DGoodete)MFtaBteS-11-2 . „ RDmnodv 

052 8HAmffiN49ClbirtDp) JDuSop5-'W ... IfrHDufcpfn 

SMART CARD 0) Baemd} P R MOB 5-11-2 _7 flStt 

0 THEBU UBER40 |ALater)6BiMaa5-11-2_FKrtym 

2 TkRaJRBJIM29(lfesJfteanDKaaey5-11-2_MrEtertemeW 

EVBtmWffS ROSY U tey 6 Patera) Ita Y mm 6 m 

Off- MRS MCaUSKY3(BP(gNDe^MBPDriktt 910-11 ^ _ pM 

TWANY (N GeMnw J Nno 5-1tMi__M Ffcterts 

ABBUMOLD PbW JITStaa 4-1910_ aq*S£ 

BOSOM PA L (Trtmft Nen ri a id U^Ntetei 4-104__ H SAmi 


PRMCESS GLEBt [Ms V ODtei) D OBrien 4-19S_Mrs Duradr’(S) 

BETTW6:6-1 KWort Roa. 7-1 Raft (toe, 1J-2 RsW Boy, B-l tes Onagian. 10-1 )Qbk RhasBiw 
Steals Prate Burte Raw, smarts, 12-1 ones. 


, Smarts, 12-1 oeiera. 

1997: NO CORRESranriB RACE 






thundereh 

4.15 DBrtat 

4.45 Oueenstend Star 
5^0 Hopping Higgins 

5.45 Strike A Blow 


2.05 Kghwayman 
255 ALBOOSTAN (nap) 

3.10GuBand 
3.45 Epsom Cyclone 

Timekeeper’s top rating: 2.05 NOBLE DEMAND. 

Our Newmarket Correspondent 255 Indent 3-45 Hakeem. 
4.15 DIKTAT (nap). 


GOING: SOFT 
TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 


DRAW: NO ADVANTAGE 
SB 


2.05 SWAFFHAM HANDICAP 

(3-Y-0: £6.212:1m 2f) (12 runners} 

tm ® 04012- RQ0LEQQJWC181 ^(UnAlesfVteJRsnHBn 9-1 —„ 

102 (11) 510- NAUTICAL STAR 161 (ft (VWutape) J Kite 94- 

103 02) 420-2 QUBflUS 21 (Sir Gerage Majndt) P Cole 9-5 - 

104 (S) nnw a»9SHKAYi9(Q(AHeassq8Me«n9-5- 

105 f3) B 212 D -0 EJDtfS PET 19 (S) |fi Tea) fl Haran 9-5- 

TOG (8) 022- BUSASnC 184 (B) (H R H Prfcce Frid Salman] S fflta 9-4 — 

107 (2t 53«- weH«AYUrtim{KitfvMltadnsUd)M3»K9-3.. „ 

109 (6) 310040- MNETTA181 (f) (Mi 6 Romand-Oftrtj M Be# 94- 

109 (1) 01- BJZA ACTDN 168 (G) (Mra P Itars) P Hare 8-13-C 

110 P) OSH MARC OF PROP1CT 14 (P CnritaBm) J tote 8-7- 

fit (4) 5D-1 LITTlf BIAVE 24 (Boa Mato Parueahp) J Eudace 8-7- 

112 (10) 3Q2S-0 RON MOUNTAIN 15 (GAgte Enure Ud) N CaBaghai 84- 

BETTBffi: 4-1 Bta Acton. 9-2 taws. 7-1 tariBUc. 6-1 NnUe Denari, 

to ah ri M T. Bun’s m UUe Bair. 16-1 tenas 

1997: RWBYS SOURCE 6-9 Pat Eddery (9-1) B Mis 19 ran 


JFortne fig 

— mu, 'i? 

— TQetan j, 

mattery a 
nteflhs an 
-- RHb 81 

MjHm * 

— LCMorl 70 

si 

R Cochrane 7B 

— J7* SB 

— 4 Lone 60 
12-1 Hurt) sm. 


Nctde Denond na* 2nd ol 28 to The Qow-Worm ki 2yo hsefica 
at Nenmstet (im. good to soft) with bon Mount*] (8b beta 

_ oil) TUI Bi fen's pa (Sto beta oft) 15I15BL Hariea) Star 

brier oft) 15117ft and Minetta (3b brier oft) 39127Bi. Quintus 41 2nd ol 15 to Banian in 
jra famficap i Doncaster ( 1 m 2f 60yd. good to soft). Imsbtebway 30f 7Di rt 9 to Moon Got® b 
3vo handicap a warwtcfc (im. good to sofi- Rod’s pa 719fti d 22 to JuGes Jewel in 3yo baraEca 
a Onncaste (7f, good lo soft). Bombasri l«l 2nd a 13 to Goodwood Caafer in 2yo maidn 
states a UHcesta (719yd, good to soft). Wghwayman 1)414th a 10 to PriBster m 2yn maiete 
setes A Yamorii (im 3yd. firm). Eba Acton tea Capri net* m 12-nme 2yo maden aafces a 
(im 54yd. good). Mart Ot Prapha 1313th rt 20 id Stosptess in tartcap at Letoeagf 
(7t 9yd. sri). Utte Btmra beat Ego (tight rack in 9-rumer matten states a Satriwed (im. AW). 
BJZA ACTWJ will be a riot pries &b Capri's win hoo on TuKXiay 

2.35 FBLDEN STAKES 

(3-Y-0: £11,169: Im fo (6 turners) 

3)1 © 1218- ALBOOSTAN 166 (6) (H iMUBn) B tfls 9-0- Ft tfls gQ 

202 ® 1- BDRDERARRCMf 182((XS)(RMetasiscn3 WSMl)IBddin|)B-11 LDettori \u 

2S3 (3) 3221- QAFKMOOa)AMXni83(^(DrAGaespie)PClta>P<e-KyanB-ll PtaEddery la 

204 (5) 1-taeaFT70(Q(SemiteScriftatoeriHCecd8-1 >- KFrim 84 

205 (1) 25- PEGWIZ180 (B Vote) C ftffltoi B-11_OPesfei UB 

3)6 K) 31- TRESTT 287 (F) (rtgftctei nmugMnd RaMQ Ud) M State 6-lf .. J Reid 107 

BETAS: 7-4 AtnBEte 7-2 TitdeeL 9-2 Banter Anew. 5-1 HtoBA 51 Pegriz. 10-1 Daft Ueanfera 

1997: FfflRB HJ ft Ms. (7-1) B Hvtuy 7 ® 

Aftnostan AW 3rd rt 5 to Second Emrio in 2w ornei states a 
t AKaahki 3f fn 


Longdane pm. soft). Border Arrow boat 
irara 2yo maiden state a Newmarket (Im. i 


22 - 
tosoft) Dart 
(7) 30yd. heavy). 


uundSncsr beat Pass The Red 1 161 m l3-nmner2yo maiden state a . 

Hknsett beat Sped vte Chair 31 to 14-nmer 2ya maiden state a Lekxster (Im _ 

PBflBto 1215Dt of 7 lo Xaar to 2yo®oap 1 state A Itemnarta (Tljiood): prevwusty 212nd a 7 to 
Mooes in 2yo stfBS a Ascd (71 pood to firm). Trident beat 5nwrtcwi 2)51 to 9-nimer 2yo 
matten state a Sandom (71 l^d, good to nrm). 

B0RD81 ARROW is pr omeino aid should handle the ^onf being by SeUurt 


3.10 CUT WDEX CRAVB1 STAKES (SHOWCASE RACE] 

(Group ffl; 3-Y-O: £20,000: Im) (6 rimers) 

(4) 


1116- DAGGERS DRAMM180 (F.Q (CSterien Steraf) K Oeri 6-12-KFtao. 

113V toOC&.YHBR 248 (FB.S)(14 M Jdneton6-12 __ DHMM 

1121V XAAR 160{CAS)(XAlxMtt)AFrire(Fi)8-12___OPedar 

640- CRCU519B(SManm)CBritain8-9_ MJMrm 


421- GUtiAND 17B(D£)(MotesRacmg)GWragg6-9-IIHfc 

31310- LTTTLEINDIAN 173(65)(GWrigWSWoods8-9-JMd 

BETTM& 4-5 toot. 4-1 eulbnd. 11-2 DasBn Omn. 7-1 lleie tate. Prtirty Hen. SD-i cnu. 

199T. DES8TT S1DRY 6-12 M J Hraw (52 be) M 8 O) 


12B 

116 

m 

96 

119 

1Z7 


Heft beat Askte net* In ^jums 2yn gro^ i state at 


(ft 

soup 1 stAes at 
lo(13to 


Xaar bed Tamarisk 71'in ?-runner 2yc 
arts (71. pood) wife Oaggera Dram 
Tamarisk in 2yu auction sate at N eer ma tat (71, good). 

4rt poodto 
r (Im. good). 


21168i Cftcus 14t 1091 tf _ ..... _ 

_ beM Ftamb&ng Rose 2KI in B-rumer 2yo state (listed) tt Portebact (Im 

Uftte lodan iSTlb o( 8 to Saratoga Springs In 2yo group 1 sUes a Doncaster 


XAAR aanot sensftdy be apposed such was the manor of Ik DowhursL romp 


3*45 48S WISBECH HANDICAP [SHOWCASE RACE]_ 

(3-Y-0: £8^20:60 (16 runners) 

401 (14) 010- Lisa)LEUraWfT 180(F)(ttghcteiRKtogLB)MBe*57_WRyan 66 

«2 (5) -352D04 CLASSY OH) 14 (D/.&S) (J Abney) P Eve 9-6_JFEgan 96 

403 (6) 34110- VWnWOOD 206 (BFf) (Mre D Cockl ft Hymen 55 — . .. PatEddey tt 

404 (3) 0-1 B>SCMCVCU)NE !9(Dfl (S BelOtBKtajBUte M_M HHs 103 

4(B (8) 314- HAKSM 194 (D.G) (A Al SceM) R Amtaroag 54_R Price 84 

406 (2} 421-0 LOVE ACADEMY 2 (DJI (M Doyle) M JtaRStan 9-4 _ DHriand 95 

407 (IQ) 160430- REKTH) 180(1)(1 HottcndQRHaenoe52. DaneOTM 78 

408 0^ 415540- BUE181 (S)(Gttert)CTbonton51- DoanUcKaown 92 

409 fl) 02421- FMmiN9rtS(DJ)(LM5wayMtag}UbJitai6iton50 - DHantaa IDO 

410 (1) 0320C- POSmVEA« 171 (HTtanVWI)BMcJfctoo8-13__ TOAnn 86 

411 (12) 545024- BfffflORHAWEM 177(MsEUrtHUJBMeehan510. KFtaon gg 

412 (13) D42- SUVRBB) 201 (BF) (D Draheftn) Ms J (tamsrtm 59—_J Fortune 9i 

413 (II) 23405 FDOJA159 (Mb S Ckgg) T Tate 8-4- TLmas 79 

414 (15) 05030)- ALIBI WOLF 219 (R tan) W MuK 51-- MwdnDwyw 75 

415 (9) 050- ROVALBLUE 177(Hdoeiayitatoership)MUriv7-12_JMarstol 77 

416 (4) 464100-IffiSMiDDlf 212(D*)(MHit)NCaBarim7-12.. fiBardwel 82 

BETTMG: 7-2 team Cyclone, 9-2 StfjnsaL 51 Fs Rwnawd. Hakeem. i51 Empernr Nahetn. ij-i 
ftasswood. Ime Acannqr. 151 Lott Uadenatt Ms Mttde. Pucime Air. Horn. 251 omen. 

1987: TREASURE TOUCH 511 tone Wands (51 p tar) D Mrioft: 19 an 

Ctossy Cieo 4WI 4th ol 5 to Bold Edge in 3vo states at Leicester 
(51 ?18yd, soft). Huriswood T4I Iffti ol 13 to rt^oom in 2yu 
handicap al Ayr (61. good to soft), pravtotciy beat Madane Oaude 
It in turner 2yo nraics sttaes a Rdkerime (5f. good to firm) mtti Alpen WoS (129) better oR] 
2MI id. Epsom Cjctone bed The Downtown For neck In 17-runner 3yo maiden sUes at Dunaste 
^t, good to soft). Hakeem 3K1 Aft ol 7 to Monte Lemos in 2yo handicap al Newnatet (8. good to 
grm). Ldvb Academy 40)tasto(?1tojihln3yo handier at Newrrartel (71. good to so«}. 
prwtofflh bealRMtad 1MI in 13-ruma 2yo maiden date a Newcastle (61. good in tom). Buzz 
17119th id 28 to The Glow-Worm n 2m handicap al Newmatel (Im, good w soft). Far Removed 
bea Btoe K3e SM In 16-nnrer 2Vo harrtcap a Doncaster (61. good to firm). Positive Air 3 2nd at 
22 to SotoSptrit in 2yo nakten Hites a Leicester (SI 2tByd. good). Emperor Nafteom W4ftinf 
13 to Dirt Cousin In 2yo nakten auebon stries al Fottetone (51. good) with Royal Bkn fJ2fc 
beBer oft) 8X1 109 l Surprised 512nd id 14 to Mm Mabprap fn 2yo maiden sues a Ctoterid (9, 
4KI 4ft of 16 to Lord Lfeutonarit (13 d worse off) in 3yo maiden state a 
(ft flood to Crm). Rioja 41 5th to Scene in handier al Doncaster (71. good to soft) 
Fallon tales over on EMPBtOR NAJSM whose best torm to lor a lesser pilot 


4.15 ALEX scon MAIDEN STAKES 


(3-Y-0; £4,932:7f) (17 runners) 
ALLY(HRH (taw FMdSahmr)M Stone 8-11 ... 

BARRSI LANDS (Mate Bretdng x*t Racmg] fl GIKSI 
5 CROABLP® 196(WrtP Stt*enUTomotata i 1 ... 

5 D9CTAT 219 (SheMi Unhamnwd) D loda 511__ 

JMAAB(HaMAttam)RAimmong5li_.... 

4 LUCKY HE 82 (M Keogh) M Tumptans 511_ 

4 MARK TH16 (J fula) M Tomutans 511_ 

43- MUBRK 210 (H tt-Mattnm) j Gooden 511 _ 

S 2 - PLAK4218tSicMiUraiunniid)J todetS-M 
PWfT OF DSPUT1 (Mr. B CsringiDfi) P Ltom 8-11 _ 

64- P0RTD FtMJCOS 238 (Mardus Famdy) H Cool 5i 1 

RUSW) (a Fvetyn De RnBEdrid) M Sloue 511_ 

SSftJAAL (9wlh A al-IUtaun) A Slnun 511 .. 

.... 5 TUBS BE DEMONS 189 (A Oppenhamal G Wood 51 1 

515 tig 56462-3 T0UWM6ALB(teNSte1)CSnrti511 
Std fo) TRUSCOTT (Itotas (tend) G Wang 8-11 

517 (3) 2 WAmN8KMEHT20(AAJi)B1taawy511 .”T“Z 

kss uTmtASt 

1997: SHAWAF 511 H Ws (9-4) iQurtbo 12 ran 


501 (17) 

502 (10) 

503 (11) 

504 (B) 

505 (5) 

506 (9) 

507 (2) 
506 (8) 
9B (41 

510 (1) 

511 (7) 

512 (15) 

513 (14) 

514 (IS) 


-T dotal - 

511 . PRoMwn - 

- MuHtoon 51 

.. DfUhnd 92+ 

-R Price ‘ - 

-J Weaver 58 

-□ Biggs 62 

__ fl«Bi 84 

-LDefiori E3 

-S Sanders 

-- K Falsa 56 

-JRuW - 

— IGMctsta* - 

.., M Roberts 87 

-JFten 75 

-M 

-[PatEddHy 58 

Hoc BeOenufi. 151 Ally. 


4.45 BFSIUVTVEYWUDBI STAKES (S-Y* £4.191:50 (5 nmnets) 

SI 511111 m> B «ft8-ii_ ums 

S EA& ite nrmXltH IS Pramanll 0 LwW-. h-n kiMn 

S 2 |WARrouM(temMerianvmtoJGtrsdM5n ' - lmm 

«®RaAIOST/W(R87«AngieCtaMJtay511___ GCarter 

BETTJNB' 2-1 Ktarkun, 9-4 UkweIm Sta. 51 Bodtat MAa, 5i Eastern Tiuipaa. 151Ptasljd 
_T^-' RLAKEgT 511 fl Hones (5-2 In) R Hannai a an 


<3 - y -° ; £11 -«> 3:5| ) fl rams) 

1 (5) 113211- HALMAHBMIB7 (DJLS) (R H4cnfnu I 8 *&w 54 rjlmrmunr 059 

3 (?) 141242- Mm ^ 

« S 4110 D 2 . ^ - ?2KS IS 

_ 18B7: WT CORReSPONOWG RACE 


I 

54 0 5 


1 (3) 

2 ( 1 ) 

3 (2) 

4 (3) 
ft (41 


T J Mr*4„ ftPMter 

STMKEAB^WualiJ^^^”- JbJS 

72 


1997' SGCDH 1 man ild tT*^ ®at#Bl>. 16-1 Fjwtvw flBer 

>wr bfeCWOMB59Ta* w ,i 1 .g PCofc6B) . 


A Fabra 5 

? <TOtn I42fl^p 
oSj^ X ~Xy^ rn ' frOfT} 89. 124%- I 

25 irewn 238 ins*, c 
Sandtts, B ftora 76. TO*5t ^ S 



WWMWH7 

mmm 




1101 

102 

103 

120 


20 ! 

202 

203 

7K\ 


FULL .RESULTS FiFP'i/lrc 763 
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i&s- 


! } > 


«» - * 
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RUGBY LEAGUE 


* Poor state of 
union lures 
Wales’ finest 
to defect 


By Christopher Irvine 


THE rebirth of ihe Wales 
rugby league team after two 
years is expected to attract 
several former league players 
who returned ro union, as well 
as a new generation of play¬ 
ers. in advance of a probable 
Super League outfit based in 
South Wales as early as 1999. 

Jonathan Davies, who gave 
warning this week that the 
chaotic state of rugby union in 
Wales had made" ii more 
vulnerable than at any time to 
recruitment of leading players 
by league, has been invited to 
help prepare Wales against an 
Emerging England XIII at 
Widnes on July 19. 

Clive Griffi’ilis. the Wales 
coach, himself back in union 
fe with London Welsh and who 
has been assisting the Welsh 
Rugby Union (WRU), said: 
“The Welsh set-up isn’t flour¬ 
ishing, which present league 
with a great opportunity. 
There are a lot of players keen 
to try their hand and. with 
both codes now professional, 
there’s no reason why they 
shouldn’t” 

Griffiths has a temporajy 
release clause in his contract 
with London Welsh that al¬ 
lows him to coach the Wales 
league (earn and he insisted on 
the same when he signed 
Rowland Phillips, the former 
Workington and Great Britain 
forward. Permission is to be 
sought to make Scott 
3 Quinnell. of Richmond. 
Richard Webster, of Bath, 
and Kevin Ellis, of Sale, avail¬ 
able. 

Whether Scott Gibbs, who 



Davies: preparing team 


wants to return to league at 
some stage, can get round his 
contractual obligations to 
Swansea and the WRU is 
uncertain. Rob Appleyard, the 
Swansea and Wales flanker, is 
one of several members of die 
1992 Wales league students 
side now playing top-flight 
rugby union who is to be 
approached, while youngsters 
such as Leigh Davies. Kevin 
Morgan and Gareth Wyatt 
are also seen as potential 
recruits by a Super League 
side based in cither Cardiff or 
Swansea. 

Griffiths said: “People like 
Scott Gibbs and Allan 
Bateman will be coming off a 
hard Wales trip to South 
Africa, but. provided players 
want to pjay and we go 
through the right channels 
with regard to contracts and 
insurance. I’m con/idem of 
building a strong side with 
union players around a core of 
full-time league profess¬ 
ionals.” 

The thriving Cardiff acade¬ 
my side is providing a supply 
of home-grown talent and the 
Emerging England fixture 
will ensure Wales of valuable 
preparation for meeting the 
touring Mew Zealand side in 
October. The England team 
will consist mainly of under-21 
players and is seen by Andy 
Goodway. the Great Britain 
coach, as an important step¬ 
ping stone between the acade¬ 
my and full international 
sides. 

A triangular tournament 
involving Scotland. Ireland 
and France in November is 
also a significant step towards 
the establishment of a five 
nations’ competition by the 
Rugby Football League. 

□ Phil Clarke, the Wigan 
chief executive, has confirmed 
that ftiil KingsJey-Jones. Jo¬ 
nah Lomu’s manager, had 
visited him for discussions 
about the New Zealand wing. 
“He contacted us and showed 
us a video of some of Jonah’s 
old try-scoring feats, but we’ve 
got Wendell Sailor here next 
year and Jason Robinson al¬ 
ready. so there’s hardly a 
need,” Clarke said. 


The young Rose struggling to bloom 


. John Hopkins follows the Walker Cup player 
looking to follow in Westwood’s illustrious footsteps 


A mong the congratulations 
that Lee Westwood received 
after his victory in a profes¬ 
sional tournament in New Orleans 
earlier this month was one sent from 
a golf dub in die Midlands to die 
Augusta National Golf Club. It 
read: “To the winner of the 1991 
McEvoy Trophy, best wishes for the 
1998 Masters." 

The memories of Lee Westwood 
and his victory at Copt Heath, 
Solihull - seven years ago were 
bright when the 1998 McEvoy 
Trophy got under way yesterday. 
Whidris more than can be said for 
the light and the weather. Snow had 
fallen during the night thus con¬ 
firming the arrival of summer in 
England. 

At 7am, the temperature was one 
degree above freering and the snow 

was settling. As a _ 

result the first round 
of this distinguished 
junior competition 
was delayed mid later 
cancelled, reducing 
the event to 72 holes. 

It was a bitterly cold 
day — and later, it 
rained — so the real- 
istic par was proba- 
Wy two strokes more than the actual 
par of 71. 

Seven years ago, no one would 
have said that Westwood would 
advance as quickly and successfully 
as he has. On (he other hand, if 
Justin Rose, a Walker Cup player 
last August were to do whal 
Westwood has done, no one would 
be surprised. Rose., whose handicap 
is plus 2.4, has looked die part for 
some years and continues to do so. 
Several competitors in this event 
have gone on to achieve Walker Cup 
honours, but Rose is the first player 
to compete in (he Walker Cup while 
still eligible for the McEvoy — that 
is, under IS on January 1. Rose will 
be 18 in July. 

Since the Walker Cup. Rose has 
grown upwards by an inch and 


6 His schedule 
resembles that 
of a touring 
professional ? 


added half a stone. “I can no longer 
hide behind a one iron." he said. A 
75 leaves him a bit of work to do in 
the 36 holes today if he is lo win ihe 
handsome silver salver for the first 
time. His best result from three 
previous attempts is third in 1995. 
the year dial he narrowly failed to 
qualify for the Open Championship. 
His 75 was five strokes better than 
Westwood’s first round in 1991. 

Copt Heath has a tough start, two 
par fours, both 440 yards or more, 
into a north wind, and it was over 
these holes that Rose played best 
He was one under par on the 4(h tee. 
but on such a day, dub selection can 
be difficult rain causes dubs to slip 
and hands get cold and Rose was 
not as sharp around Che greens as he 
might have been. He three-putied 
from the fringe of the long 15th and 

_ chipped clumsily on 

the 16 th. 

Rose's schedule re¬ 
sembles that of a 
touring professional. 
Tomorrow, he leaves 
to represent Europe 
in a Ryder Cup-style 
amateur competition 
against Southern 
Asia and the Pacific 
in Australia, with Graham Rankin 
and Gary Wolsfenholme, his Walk¬ 
er Cup team-mates. Next month, he 
will compete in the Benson and 
Hedges event at The Oxfordshire 
and in the European Grand Prix in 
June. Commitments will prevent 
him from competing in the Hamp¬ 
shire Hog. the S el bo me Salver and 
the West of England championship. 

David Griffiths, of West Herts, 
competing in this event for a third 
time, had a 30fi putt on the 18th fora 
71. Griffiths, who reached the semi¬ 
final of the Amateur Championship 
last summer, birdled the 13th and 
Mthand, like Rose, dropped a stroke 
on the 15th before picking up 
another birdie on the 16th. 

Leading scores, page 42 




- *v ‘ . • 





-f-L 


Rose looks apprehensive after hitting an iron during the first day 
of the McEvoy Trophy at Copt Heath. Photograph: Mike Scott 


Coltart feels pinch even before teeing off 


ANDREW COLTART was brim¬ 
ming over with good intentions 
when he embarked on British Air¬ 
ways flight BA1396 at Heathrow last 
Tuesday, but when he reached his 
destination in Manchester the milk 
of his human kindness swiftly 
turned sour. 

When he left London to play in a 
golf day for multiple sclerosis chari¬ 
ties. he had the regulation 14 dubs in 
his bag. When he opened it, there 
were but 12 left. . 

Coltart was still filming when he 
recounted tbe story as he prepared 
for the Cannes Open, which starts 
here today. One tiling has to be said 
for the thief — he knows a good golf 
club when he sees one. He stole the 


From Mel Webb in Cannes 


two most valuable dubs in the 27- 
year-old Scot’s bag. a much sought- 
after Utleist titanium driver worth 
more than £300 and a Scotty 
Cameron Santa Fe. the Rolls-Royce 
of putters, worth £200. 

Cynics might say that the loss of 
£500 worth of golf dubs would not 
make an appreriable dent in 
Coltairs wallet — he has. after all. 
earned nearly 1149.000 on the PGA 
European Tour this year — but that 
is hardly the point. For a start, he 
topped tiie Australian order of merit 
during the winter with the putter 
and won the Qatar Masters last 
month with it and the driver. 


Sentimental about them he may 
not be. but he knows he could play 
winning golf with them. He has 
since acquired another, similar driv¬ 
er. although this one has nine- 
degrees of loft instead of the ten- 
degree model that disappeared. He 
has also got another Scotty Cameron 
masterpiece and says he is putting 
pretty well with it 
However.Coitart still does not 
harbour kind thoughts about the 
world’s favourite airline — motto: to 
fly to serve.- Being the generous soul 
that he is. he went ahead and played 
in the MS day. but promised himself 
that he would report the loss when 


he got back to Manchester Airport 
on Thursday morning. Even that 
went wrong. He had barely opened 
his conversation with a friendly 
police officer before a fire alarm 
went off and the building had to be 
evacuated. 

It was not the end of Coltart*s 
misfortunes. To pile indignity upon 
indignity, while in Manchester he 
slept on “a dodgy pillow on a dodgy 
bed", which meant that he returned 
to Southern pans with a pain 
between the shoulder blades and a 
yearning to wring the neck of an 
unknown kleptomaniac baggage 
attendant 

The pain has almost gone. The 
murderous thoughts endure. 


EQUESTRIANISM 

Simon says 
sights set 
on winning 
world title 


From Jenny MacArthur 
IN HELSINKI 

HUGO SIMON, who is attempting a 
fourth success in the Volvo 
Showjumping World Cup this week, 
was a comfortable winner of the 
opening warm-up class here yesterday 
on ET. his defending champion, an 11- 
year-old Hannoverian. He then re¬ 
vealed that the trophy was not his main 
priority this year. 

“For sure I will be trying” the 
diminutive Austrian. 55, said, “bur l 
have won this competition three times. 
My main aim is to win the world 
championships in October." Aiming to 
keep ET fresh for the championships, 
he has taken him to only three shows so 
far this year, bur has finished in the first 
three ar each. 

Yesterday, in contrast to many of the 
other riders, who were using the class 
as a schooling round, Simon decided it 
was time for ET to have “a sharpener". 
If this was a ploy to intimidate his 
rivals, it could hardly have been more 
effective. Looking every inch a champi¬ 
on. ET soared over the 12 fences, 
finishing nearly a second ahead of the 
runner-up. Sanna Salonen, of Finland, 
on FOrtundla. 

The three Britons in the class settled 
for a more leisurely pace. Michael 
Whitaker, on Virtual Village Ashley, 
produced the best performance, finish¬ 
ing tenth. Geoff Billington and It’s 
Otto, who hope to win a fourth World 
Cup for Great Britain, were also clear, 
but more than six seconds slower. 

John Whitaker. Britain’s most success¬ 
ful World Cup rider, is not having much 
luck. Already without Weiham, his top 
horse, who is recovering from a leg 
injury, he learnt yesterday that he is 
drawn first on the 19-year-old Virtual 
Village Grannusch in the opening speed 
round today, the most influential (eg of 
the thre&part final and one in which, 
traditionally, riders must finish in the 
top eight to have any chance of success. 

“Ift always difficult when you don’t 
know how the course is riding’, 
Whitaker said, ’but III just go in and do 
my own tiling. Grannusch is very well 
and is certainly not feeling his age.' 
Whitaker, who won on Milton in 1990 
and 1991 and was runner-up last year, 
had little consolation in the class 
yesterday. Randi. his reserve horse, 
stopped unexpectedly at the ninth fence. 

In the second warm-up class, Mich¬ 
ael Whitaker again produced the best 
British performance. Riding Virtual 
Village Two Step, the horse he will ride 
in the second and third legs of the 
World Cup. he finished sixth after a 
faultless round. 

RESULTS; Warm Up 1 (power and speed)- 1. ET (H 
Simon, Austria) 0 faults, 21 6?sec, 2, Fonunella (S 
Sabnen. Fin) 0. 22.63; 3. Abbey King (M Bayard. Swe) 
0, 2716 Waning 2 (speed): i. Remus mnwauon (A 
Bauer. Austria) 58 82 2, Babmccr (G GUkHsai. Non 
GO 84:3. RtyUimcal (N Onson. US) 61 30 



By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

This was a simple odds problem, from the round-robin match 
between Denmark and Norway in the 1997 Bermuda Bowl. 


Dealer West 


*9652 
*9872 
• A 10 7 
*10 7 


Game ail 


IMPS 



*Q 8 4 3 
7RJ6 
• 9832 
*43 


*7 

VO 10 5 
#KQJ 
* K Q J 852 

Contract Six Oubs by South. Lead: eight at hearts 


'esr passed and North 
jened One No Trump (15-17). 
Iiere-afier North-South bid 
Six Clubs. East doubling a 
ie bid of Four Hearts by 
orth on the way. 

Knowing that East had the 
ne of hearts, declarer put up 
e ace of hearts on the 
jening lead. He drew trumps 
two rounds with the king 
id queen. At this point he 
reds three tricks in spades to 
scard his losing hearts, he¬ 
re playing on diamonds. Is H 
irrect w~ take the simple 
tide finesse, or the ruffing 
>ade finesse? . 

Helness played ace and 
ne of spades and continued 
ith the jack. With East 
ilding the queen that was tne 
icccssful line. It was also the 
■st percentage line. Finessing 
e jack of spades on the first 
und makes the extra spade 
ick whenever West has the 
jeen: playing for the ruffing 
resse via ace, king and jaeK 
akes whenever East has tne 


queen, and has the additional 
chance that West started with 
Qx. Not much of an extra 
chance, but if you keep on 
picking up the vig it all adds 
up in the long run. 

□ From this Friday I am 
running a series of lessons for 
beginners. The first one or two 
columns may not be of interest 
to regular readers, but after 
that I hope that the reminders 
of the basic principles will 
help most of you. And please 
point out to anyone keen to 
learn bridge that The Times on 
Fridays will be a must for the 
next few months. 

□ There is a Gala Bridge 
Evening in aid of the 
Wellbeing chanty at 
Claridge’s. London Wl. on 
Wednesday April 29. Blade tie. 
Tickets £85 per person. Enqui¬ 
ries to Rebecca Melioite on 
0171-262 5337. 

□ Robert Sheehan wnies on 
bridge Monday to Fjndayui 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


,WORP‘W* t< ^N G ^ 
By Philip Howard 


TUAN 

a. A gourd 

b. A fish 

jsc c . Master 

inguage unBEKFFEN 

a. Touch wood 

b. Un/orgiven 

wrestling hold t Unkempt 

Answers on page 4« 
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By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

100 years ago 

A century ago a massive 
tournament was played in 
Vienna to celebrate the jubilee 
of the Austrian Kaiser Franz 
Josef. Earlier this year I gave a 
game by the eventual winner 
Dr Tarrasch. and to commem¬ 
orate further this superb com¬ 
petition I now give a game by 
one of the other top prize¬ 
winners. Wilhelm Steinitz. the 
former world champion. 

It is fascinating to observe 
that in just a few decades the 
art and science of chess had 
made enormous strides, not 
least as a result of the games 
and teachings of Steinitz him¬ 
self- Today’s game is a master¬ 
piece in which strategy is the 
order of the day. ft will be 
interesting to contrast this 
with games played 50 years 
earlier. Tomorrow I will give 
two such samples of play 
between two of the leading 
European masters of the mid- 
19th century. 

White: Wilhelm Steinitz 
Blade Jackson Showalter 

Vienna 1898 

French Defence 


16 

axb5 

b6 

17 

Nd4 

15 

16 

14 

Ne7 

19 

012 

Od8 

20 

Re3 

96 

21 

Rh3 

• RT7 

22 

fCil 

Kg7 

23 

Nt3 

h6 

24 

Rgl 

h5 

25 

Qg3 

Qh8 

26 

Ng5 

Rfffl 

27 

Qtvj 

Ng8 

28 

C4 

dxc4 

29 

Bxc4 

Ftte8 

30 

Rd3 

Ra7 ‘ 

31 

Rd6 

Rb7 

32 

Rgdi 

Bc8 

33 

Nxe6+- 

Bxe6 

34 

Bxe6 

Qh7 

35 

Rd7+ 

Re 7 

36 

Rxe7+ 

Nm7 

37 

Qf6 + 

Kh6 

36 

Rd8 

Rc7 

39 

h3 

Back resigns 


Diagram of final position 



1 

o4 

86 

2 

d4 

d5 

3 

e5 

c5 

4 

dxc5 

Nc6 

s 

N13 

Bxc5 

6 

Bd3 

Nge7 

7 

OO 

Ng6 

8 

Rel 

Bd7 

9 

C3 

aS 

10 

84 

Qb8 

11 

Qe2 

Bb6 

12 

Na3 

OO 

13 

Nb5 

Na7 

14 

Be3 

Bxe3 

15 

Qxs3 

Nxb5 


< s 


Times book 

The Times Winning Moves 2 
contains 240 chess puzzles 
from international grand¬ 
master Raymond Keene’s dai¬ 
ly column in The Tunes, and is 
available now from book¬ 
shops or from B. T. Batsford 
Ltd {tel: 01376 321276 at E6.99 
phis postage and packing). 

Q Raymond Keene writes on 
chess Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


-v.s ■ .-----r-'-r-'v.: 




By Raymond Keene 

White to play. This position 
is from the game Aseev — 
Sokolov. Si Petersburg, 1998- 
The blade lung is wide open 
and his rooks are asleep on the 
other side of tiie board. So, it is 
not surprising that White has 
a quick tactical win. Can you 
see it? 

Solution on page 46 



YESTERDAY'S 

RESULTS 


Newmarket 

Going: soft 

ZOS (71) l. Tumbleweed RkJge (M 
Tebburt. 14-1); 2. Gutf Shaari (9-1). 3. 
Showboat (14-1); 4. Jonocfcs (1S-2J. 
Shaterirtg Sky 11-2 tav IB ran. NR 
Latetorrm WL l*J 8 Meehan, tola 
£19.10; £3 80. £2.50, £400. £1.70 DF' 
£78 50 Tno: £401 JO. CSF £12416. 
Trtcast E1.73B.KV 

235 (1m if) 1, Apprehension (O Holland, 
16-JJ; 2. AfrrisHarafr (14-1); 3. Alezal 
(5-1) Seepyume&-51a».7ran Nk. 154I.D 
Coder. Tore; £2490, £6 60. £5.40 DP: 
£5680 CSF: £170,99. 

3.10 (7t) 1. Desert Prince (O Pester. 7-1); 
2. Trans Island (4-1);3, Greenlander (II-4 
tav) 9 ran iv»i, 41, D Lcrier Tore: £760, 
£2,30, £1.70, £130 OF' £17.50 Trio: 
£21 SO. CSF: £32.07 TrcatJ: £87 56 
3.40 (1m 41) 1. Raoe A Prince (N Day. 
12-1); 2. Largesse 19-1). 3. Top Cees 
(9-1); 4, Hoh Bnes (10-1). Fifial B-1 11- 
lav 21 ran. NR Opera Bull, Prairie Falcon 
5. 41 S-Wcocte. Tore. £1720: £360. 
£3 10. £3.40. £3.60. DF: £16220 Too - 
£368 40 CSF: £110 02 Tncask £97297. 
4.15 (71) i. SuKana (R Pwftam. 50-U: 2. 
Aloha Dana* 133-1); 3. J'reJyeh (9-1). 
Lovers Knot 2-1 lav 15 ran. NR- Come up 
SmUng. Old Tradfon. *1. *1 J Smytfv 
Osboune. Tote- £7150. £1040. £7.10. 
£3X10. DF £1380 60 Tno: not won (pool 
or £82004 carried forward to 345 
NewmarVfS today). CSF. £1.08360. 

4.45 (5ft i. Jfg (T Qurn, 3-1): 2. Dameks 
(2-1 tav);3, Yeiow Ribbon (7-1). 7 ran. NR- 
Calarrio, (very's Premise Nk. 9. P Cote 
Tore: £420; £2.00. £1.80. DF: £6.80 Tno 
£4.80. CSF: £798 

5.20 (imj 1, The Sandfly IMHUs. 20-1): 2. 
Alyriva (10-1); 3. Triple Treasure (20-1). 
The Et*tor 4 1 fav 19 ran. NR- March 
Kara. Nice Balance It *f B Hits. Tore. 
£3630; £6.00. £480. £8 80. DF- £122 80 
CSF- Cl92 99. Trio: £632 40 (pan won; 
pool (4 £57027 earned forward to 345 
Newmatel today). 

Jackpot not won 
carried forward to I 
Placapot £11883.70. 

Ouadpot £ 20820 . 

Cheltenham 

Going: heavy 

220 (2m 51 ch) 1. Flat Top (R Thornton. 
11-2). 2. Gretomi (8-1); 3. Go May (16-1) 
Majors Legacy 9-2 Jr-tav. 13 ran NRrBaly 
trt&j L&3. Sieve Ford 1A 81 MW 
Eesrerby- Tore. £8.00: C2 60. E? 60. £5 60 
DF: £3670. Trio £24080 CSF £4697. 
Tricast: £62557. 

255 (3m 21 lil^dch) i. Kendal CayaDer 


9.11 
today). 


(D Salter. 6-1): 2. Tordutt Express (100-3 
tav); 3. Wei Tried (14-1) 11 ran 12I.5U 
Mamen Tola: £5.30. £1.80. £1.70. £4 QC 


Tordutt Express (100-30 
B 

£400. 

DF. £7 70 Trio- £4890. CSF- £2533. 
Tricsel: £250 92 

380 Cm 51 ch) 1, The Grey Monk (A 
Oobbn. fO-M fav): 2 . ttmbertey Place 
(&-1); 3, Pate Tha Parson 1*4) 4 ran. NR- 
Go Ballshc. 101, 13. G Richards. Tore- 
£1.70 DF: £3.70. CSF £6.10 
4.00 (3m 110yd hdte) 1. Ganpatf (C 
Ltewefftn. 5-2 lav); 2, Damson Friendly 
(tl-1); 3. Royal Arctic (10-1): 4. Proceed 
(11-1). 18 ran. 111. II N Twiston-Davies. 
Tote. £290: £1.50. £420. £230. £150. 
DF: £3840. Trio- £21150. CSF. £2967 
Tncast-E24262 

455 (3ii it ride) 1. Cahn fc m (D Leahy. 
8-1): 2. Elusive Star (5-2 lav): 3. Old GcU 
N Tan (50-1). 10 ran. NR Haver Go* 
Eagle, Lyphanfs Fable. Magic Combina¬ 
tion, a -|9l Mrs J Pitman Tae E7.I0-. 
£220. £120. £16.50. DF £830 CSF: 
£25.68 Trfcast- £654.48. Tna £506.00. 
5.10 0m 5(110yd htfc) i . The Proms (C 
Uarreilwi. avefBtav): 2, Alegaton (3-1): 3. 
Mufflgon (5-2). 4 ran. NR: Fountain Bid. a. 
2S. N Twt&tavOavi«; Tae- Ei80. DF 
£2-50. CSF. £459. 

Placapot £43.40. Quadpofc £5.40- 

□ Yesterday's meeting at Pontefract 
was called ott because of anew. 
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THUNDERER 

2.10 Classy Abstone. 2.45 Heavenly Abstone. 3.20 
Tearaway. 3.50 Ricker. 4.25 Needwood Spirit 5.00 
Distant King. 


GOING: SOH DRAW: 5F-6F, LOW BEST SIS 

2.10 EBF SHAROW MAIDEN STAKES 

(2-Y-O: £3.103:5f) (13 runners) 

1 DROWNED W BUBBLY J Em 98-RUppml 

2 0 KMGretlIBNTktter9-0- KmTWteri 2 

3 0 MAJOR 6AADLE 9 J J fora 9-0- ACdtaneU 

i SMOKW J Bflriy 9-0--- K talmr 2 

5 V0S8URGH P Gaher 94..- 60UBW13 

6 CLARE'S FOLLY TEetoDy 8-9 —.— MftnWH 

7 CLASSY ABSTONE P Evans 6-9.. A McCarthy (6) 3 

a 2 COUSfilWSICBUMtMiS-9 - DHonap (7)6 

9 GRMBWHEiatMWEasUrtyM-6 Part* 5 

10 5 MGGY BANK 8M W Faaaty 6-9 _ Sfimaww(7)7 

11 WP ALONG T Ijjteby 8-9__ L Oenrock 10 

1? ShALARU Eyre 8-9- T«Nams8 

13 SHARP RHYDttl M Jotickn8-9-JCam*9 

4-1 Sookn. 9-2 SNrp flbjttwv. 11-Z Coteoe Msac. 7-1 KxMtfi. 8-1 atari 

2.45 COPT HEWICK CLAIMING STAKES 

(£2,180:51) (8) 

1 600- STUB® 279 (DJ.G) U W Easterby 65-12-6 Parian 5 

2 (K6 ANSH1MAN21 (B.C0.F55) JBmy8-9-7 .. Pfessw(3)3 

3 -060 KJKARRAB 45 D Chapman 4-9-2-ACl*are6 

4 5300 HUMAffSllSHSU5(IJ.F.6]B&B0l6-9-1 —KOatayB 
4 500- At fnU€S S 180 &S) J Itottre 5-8-9 R Itofen (5) 1 

6 0 CHESTER WREN 43 (B) *1 Uidnaaff 4-8-9_R Lappta 7 

7 406- CARO. SWGBt 125 MWitSonM-6- J Carrol 4 

8 0643 rCAVBLY ABSTONE S (V5J5) P bare 3-8-6 A McCsntry (51,2 

9-4 Areelraan. 3-1 SMW. 7-2 Card 5Mpr. 4-1 HoreHy Attar**. 16-< 
Mdaar ’terrail's Oder. Aietesfc, 33-1 Chester Dm 

3.20 COCKED HAT COCK (TTHENOinH 
HANDICAP (3-Y-O. £5.628:1m) (11) 

030- RJJWER OWME 174(5) UWEadotry 9-7 Sfkramn(7)6 


01-2 GOODWOODCAVAUSt^fi>)JPuruapM. KDatayl 

312- BOtotO ffl 34516F5) M W taasty 9-6 .... 6 PH* 11 

-116 AMOGUOUS26(D)Dude9-1 _. -GtaO»(5)3 

01-6 PANAMA HOUSE 19 (D/.G) 7 EasSrtry 9-0._ . G 0*8419 
01-3 GARAM8G 73 j Eyre 8-12-— - T1»sw7 


7 521- JUNGLE STORY 201 (G) P MMw 6 ID - AMcGknIO 
B -302 TAKE A TURN 5 (S) M Clflnvn 8-9.- AUKtayS 

9 26-0 TEARAWAY 17 J J O'Neill 8-8__ JCjtoH 

10 003- PRINCE BATSHOOF 177 (BF) U Bril 8-2 - . R IMn (5) 2 

11 3120 rHTffZ7(B0 (tarty 7-10-LCJtar7m*5 

4-1 GautanxJ CmUb. 5-1 Parana Hem. Cmla. 7-1 AmblguNfi. Jm)k 
Stay. 10-1 Basra KM. Tata A Tun. Pmx Batdmi. 1M atari 

3.50 FARM FED CHICKEN HANDICAP 

(3-Y-0: £3,501:1m4l60yfl) (10) 

1 510- NA5KM 185 BFJ) M Janston 9-7 _J Caral 5 

2 0-21 AUHADEUP3(05) MBdi9-2ftoi-MFgnonlO 

3 011 PHWCE A5HLEGH5DPHaste«8-l3 - LOamor*# 

4 068- PAIHMAAMI STAR 202 (BF) J 8-7-K Daley 2 

5 -061 MAKE BELIEVE IS (0,6) M PdgbSt 7-13 - AWta&n7 

G -622 LAST KNIGHT 15 UCtaraon 7-11-AUacteyB 

7 2333 OPERATIC 15 (VJR P Eras 7-11-A McCarty (5) 9 

B 050- RXXS1125U»drtwhwton7-11. CCooani7]3 

9 05-0 YANSKAN 15Bcfttenes 7-10-PFesoypM 

10 0621 CMDER HUS 8 (C£) U W tarty 7-10 (5ecl - JOiiml 

11-4 AIMadeUlL 5-1 CnteHte. 6-1 Prmce AU*^ 7-1 ofcec 

4.25 SKH.T0N MAIDEN STAKES 

(3-Y-O: £3,664- 1m) (8) 

J 4-2 ALCAYDE 16 J ftntop M-- K Darky 7 

2 30- B00FAR) PNDE 258 A Eaflrv 9-0 . OWntftG 

3 0££S>SWSHrEjSrtyM.. LOunutHS 

4 53- DOUBLE CLASS® 168 M Sta* 94)-FLyndi3 

5 5-3 HRST fRAME 15 J Ejn 9-0--0 Ftarafi 

5 2-2 KUMATOW 9 L Cmari 94)-OUMnal 

7 54- NEEDWOOD SPTCT 170 B Uorgvi 9-0-6DuflkU2 

B 20- MSTYMOOR 234 M Joftrtnn8-9_JCamfl4 

3- 1 Daria casac. 7-2 Kuraui. 5-1 M»y Ura. 7-1 Mayra. B-\ otnori 

5.00 NEWBY APPRENTICE HANDICAP 

(£2.687: 5f) (14) 

1 005- BALLYMOTE 163JD.F) J Bery 4-10-0_ PBradey (3) 1 

2 0064 PETTTEDANS8JGE17(DJ.G)DD^snan4-9-11 SRnNon13 

3 0-62 BS vtALTR BOY 8 (B.F.S) M W Eataray 5-9-8 S Rnranoa (8) 6 

4 3303 QOAMST 7 (D/S) J Eire 5-9-7-5 tatty (6) 7 

5 OOO MLfTRMN REHAB 51 (D.G.S) U O&iw 5-9-3 . P Deary (8) 9 

G Mil ROYAL CASCADE 19 8 UMrtaa 4-96_ a Hcune (10) 8 

7 0420 SU(COTTAS24 ff>.F)RBaato*i544_ CGopnftM 

8 5100 SHAR72DNicWfc5-87-AMcMb2 

9 2215 n.TTK5 EXECUTIVE 7 (D)EMdon 4-8-5 McMb WtnfeB DO) 12 

10 0002 STOCK H BJ. DANCER BK Bate 4-8-2_BCttdtn(10)4 

11 6404 DESBIT KVMXR 45 (S) 0 Caynen 7-8-1_N PgBanl q) 10 

12 00-5 BANKERS 0RDB1101 tartr 4-7-13_DMcGaHn 11 

13 004 BAUANTHAE BOY 7 1 Gaffe 4-MO_JMcAaey(3)5 

14 004 INSTANT l«G 10 GKA 5-7-10_P Goode p) 3 

4- 1 Bw rieate Boy. 6-1 Ctancaa. 7-1 HU Ewatne. 8-1 ftUto Dareoee. 
ffcyal Casode. SML 70-7 SA Casaga. Desan nutar. IM atari 


SPECIALISTS 


RIPCW: Trainers: O Loder. 5 winners 
from 14 runners. 357%; L Cumanl. 10 
from 38. 263%; J Dunlop. 8 from 34 
23.5%, M Channon. 7 from 34.20.6%: M 
Stone. 7 from34.20 6%: MJohnsioa 22 
from 108. 204%: P Welwyn. 3 from 15. 
200%. Bob Jones. 3 from 17,17 6%: T 
Easterly. 10 from 80.12.5%. J Berry, 12 
from 109. 11 0%. Jockeys: O Urbina, 5 
winners tram 21 rides. 23.8%: K Dariey. 
31 from 138. 225%. A McGtone. 4 from 
21.19 0%: J Canon. 16 from 135.1ie%. 
P Fesssy, 4 from 40. 10.0%. Only 
quafffters 

Richards finds 
easy chance 

THE GREY MONK, trained 
by Gordon Richards, signed 
off for the season in good style 
yesterday when winning the 
grade two Faucets For Mira 
Rada Showers Trophy Chase 
at Cheftenhara. He stayed on 
strongly to beat Pimberley 
Place by ten lengths- “After he 
ran at. Liverpool we were 
toying with turning him out 
for the summer, but this was a 
decent prize," the trainer’s 
son, Nicky, said. 



Melka - the leading name in men’s casual dothfng 
from fashion wear retailers throughout the UK 

FOR YOUR NEAREST STOCKISTS CALL 

01279 721 520 

E-mail: melka@mtowner.com www.mtowner.com 





























42 SPORT 


Liverpool 
winger 
obeys call 
despite 
bad ankle 

By Richard Hobson 

STEVE McMANAMAN. Still 
considered a possible rather 
than a probable World Cup 
selection, is unlikely to be fit 
enough next week to press his 
claims for a place in the final 
England squad of 22 for 
Prance. He is in doubt for die 
friendly international against 
Portugal on Wednesday 
because of an ankle injury. 

Although he played for 
Liverpool in the 2-1 win 
against Crystal Palace on 
Easter Monday, creating the 
winning goal, he suffered 
discomfort throughout. He is 
expected to miss the FA Car¬ 
ling Premiership game at 
Coventry City on Sunday. 

Roy Evans, the Liverpool 
manager, said: “We took a 
chance against Palace and just 
about got away with it. but his 
ankle is still very sore and he 
is doubtful for the weekend.” 

McManaman came out of 
the dull 1-1 draw in Switzer¬ 
land. his twentieth England 
appearance, as well as most 
last month and will join the 
rest of the squad of 34 at 
Bisham Abbey regardless of 
his fitness. Glenn Hoddle has 
issued a three-line whip and 
the winger previously upset 
the England coach by missing 
Le Toumoi in France last 
summer. 

Hoddle has described as 
“foolish" those who choose to 
stay away next week and 
McManaman does not fall 
into any of the categories for 
exemption — those in hospital, 
in plaster or ill. Evans said: 
“Steve has to go. Obviously he 
wilt not play if he is unfit" 
Darren Eadie, the Norwich 
City winger, is less fortunate. 
He will miss the rest of the 
season with a fractured cheek¬ 
bone and has pulled out of the 
England B squad for the 
friendly against Russia at 
Loftus Road next Tuesday. 

The animosity from Barns¬ 
ley's 2-1 defeat at Newcastle 
United on Easter Monday 
continued yesterday when 
Aijan de Zeeuw accused AJan 
Shearer of cheating. The de¬ 
fender remains adamant that 
Shearer pushed him before 
heading the winning goal. 

“He seems to be untouch¬ 
able." de Zeeuw said. “Every 
time a Barnsley player lays a 
finger on Shearer, he gets a 
free kick, but he gets away 
with murder himself. He 
cheated us out of a point" 
Manchester United may 
have to wait until next week 
before completing tire £9 mil¬ 
lion signing of Jaap Stam. the 
Holland defender, from PSV 
Eindhoven. 

Ian Durrant, the former 
Scotland midfield player, has 
rejected the chance to join San 
Jose in the United States and 
hopes to move to an English 
dub if he leaves Rangers at 
the end of the season. 


_ CRICKET _ 

Triangular tournament 
One-day internationa! 
Pakistan v Sri Lanka 

B&/OM (PatosJarj won loss) Sri Lanka 
beat Pakistan by 115 ruts 
SRI LANKA 

s 

TBSI 

M S Aiapanu b Waslm. 94 

P A da Sitva b AbdJ.2 

•A Ranatunga b Wosm 78 

G P Wckremasinghe c Wjqar b Wa»m 0 

H S Maftanama or out . 2 

D R M Jayawutiene c Rastird b Wacar 0 
H D P K Dftarmasena c SharttJ b Waqar 20 

WPUJC Vaas itfl out. 4 

M MuraWwran not out 1 

Boras (to 12. w 121 ... 24 

Total (49.4 ow«)-289 


THE TIMES THURSDAY APRIL 161998 


i T Jayasutya b Atfw.30 

R S KakonBiarana c Musrtaq b Wasm 33 


FALL OF WICKETS 1-S6.2-91.3-94.4-232. 
5-232. 8-238.7-238.8-281.9-288 
BOWLING: Wastm Akram 9 4-1-43-4, 
WsqarYoms 10-0-86-2 AbdJRazzak9-i- 
50-1. Atfiar Mahmoud 10-033-1: Mushtaq 
Aimed 00400. Shahd AfrWi 2-0180. 
PAKISTAN 

Sased Armar b MuraJftharan . . . . 59 
Shartd Afhd rut out .... 8 

|H 7 Ahmed c tatuvwharaia b Vaas . 8 
Abdul RazzafcbVaas 0 

ifcamam-iJ-Haq c KaLiwllharana 

b WfidaBmasmtfw.3 

Youaai Ybubana on ou ... 29 

Azftar Mahmoud c Dharmasera 

t> Mura&haran .... 13 

Wasm Akram st Kaluwitnarana 

b Muaitharan. 13 

-tRsshd Last b MuaMharan.G 

■ Waqar Younfe c Vaas b MuraJnharan 18 

Muahtaq Ahmed not ou . .. 1 

Extras TO 12. w 7) 19 

Total (39.2 overs)-173 

FALL OF WICKETS: Ml. 2-32. 3-33. 4-44. 
OIOS. 8-128.7-142. 8151.9-158 
BOWLING: Vaas 7-0-33-2. WWaemasUxjhe 
7-023-1. Dhaimasena 80300. Jsyowar- 
dena 3-017-0. MuraMharan 92-023-5: 

■ jayaauriya SO-35-0 

Men erf tho match: M S Aiapanu 
Umpires: S B Lambson and C J Michfcy 


FOOTB ALL- DIRECTOR OF FOOTBALL AT WHITE HART LANE COPIES THE OLD TRAFFORD MODEL 


Spurred on 
by thoughts 
of a future 
perfect 

David Pleat is building a youth academy 
at Tottenham. Matt Dickinson reports 


T his summer. David 
Heat will move his of¬ 
fice from White Hart 
Lane to the Tottenham 
Hotspur training ground It is 
no big deal to him. but he 
recognises that it could be to 
others. “You know what it's 
like when a club is strug¬ 
gling." he said “Everyone is 
trying to dig up little angles." 

So before anyone gets the 
idea that Heat is preparing to 
take up residence behind the 
manager’s desk presently oc¬ 
cupied by Christian Gross, he 
is quick to explain. “I need to 
be up at ChigweU to talk to 
players about contracts and to 
be on hand for the new youth 
academy that is so vital to this 
dub." End of story — or so he 
hopes. 

That Pleat feels the need to 
justify why he is moving his 
penal sharpener, though, 
sums up the mistrust at White 
Hart Lane, where stories of 
unrest and subsequent denials 
have been falling thicker than 
the snow. Chris Armstrong 
sulks after being substituted— 
only natural, his manager 
says. Darren Artderttm is 
angry not to be playing—he is 
not fit enough yet. the dub 
says. 

Yesterday, Anderton reiter¬ 
ated his unhappiness after 
playing in the reserves’ 6-2 


victory over Swindon Town. “I 
just want to play." he said and 
no doubt Steffen Iversen, who 
scored a hat-trick. Gary 
MabbutL David Howells. 
John Scales and Justin Edin¬ 
burgh were quick to add their 
personal frustrations after 
turning out for the second 
string in frozen Essex. 

And so it will go on until 
May 10. when Tottenham play 
Southampton at home and try 
to secure their future in the FA 
Carling Premiership. Two 
paints above the relegation 
zone with four games left, it 
promises to be a fraught few 
weeks. But then it has been a 
fraught season. 

It was in mid-January that 
Heat walked into this mael¬ 
strom as director of football, 
his job to try to peer through 
the storm that had already 
enveloped White Hart Lane, to 
- by to bring long-term stability 
to a club lurching along on 
short-term decisions. How, 
though, do you draw up a five- 
year plan when the picture 
changes every five minutes? 

“What is going on doesn’t 
mean we cant plan for the 
future," Heat said. “There 
have been certain players 
moaning about this and that 
and we cant talk about con¬ 
tracts until the season is sorted 
out But it is my job to look 



Pleat has to look beyond Tottenham’s present problems and map out the future 


beyond dial" So while Gross 
frets over the next few weeks, 
Heat is turning to the next few 
years. 

“I am a director," he said. “I 
can walk through any door I 
like and sit in any dugout 1 
like. But why should I if it's not 


my job? I am not out to impose 
myself on anyone or intimi¬ 
date anyone. I don’t go to the 
dressing roan. You see direc¬ 
tors and chairmen scuttling 
down at a quarter to three as u 
they can make some change to 
the team. They go in there and 


say: ‘We’ve got to win this one 
today lads.’ The players know 
they’ve got to win." 

Hears job is to help the 
manager find the players ca¬ 
pable of achieving it and it is 
one he has thrown himself into 
with typical gusto. Not for him 


61 am not out 
to impose 
myself or 
intimidate 
anyone 9 


the “director of golf" nickname 
that Kenny Dalglish inherited 
after his move “upstairs" at 
Blackburn Rovers. He is dock¬ 
ing up the air miles fast 

While scouting is an essen¬ 
tial part of his work, however, 
and he is working on estab¬ 
lishing a European network, 
the grooming of local boys is 
Pleat’s real dream and one he 
has carried at every dub from 
Nuneaton Borough, where he 
began as a manager, to Shef¬ 
field Wednesday, where he 
was sacked earlier this season. 

“A few years ago. this club 
was competing with the likes 
of Manchester United at youth 
level and yet the kids, with the 
odd exceptions of Campbell 
and Walker and now the likes 
of Carr and Brady, have not 
come through. It is not that 
they have failed, they have not 
been given the chance to fail. 

“You have to get the quality of 
players coming through and 
not just pay lip service to the 
youth policy. Alan Sugar [the 
chairman] has it absolutely 
right in his approach, but he 
has had to succumb to the 
pressures and fears that go with 
professional football. We have 
signed Carlos KkkabaHs." 

To that end, Colin Murphy, 
whose managerial experience 
stretches from Lincoln City to 
Vietnam, has been appointed 
to run the youth academy and 
it is not the only recruitment 
that Heat has overseen. Kunle 
Odetoyinbo. a graduate in 
sports science, began work as 
fitness coach this week. A full¬ 
time doctor has been 
appointed. 

“There are a lea of things 
going on here that are very 
important for the long-term 
success of this dub," Heat 
said. It is just the present that 
needs sorting out — but that is 
Gross’s department 


Atletico look to Sacchi 


ARRIGO SACCHI. the for¬ 
mer coach of Italy, is set to 
replace Raddy Antic in charge 
at Atfetico Madrid after the 
dubls elimination from the 
Uefa Cup by Lazio late on 
Tuesday, according to reports 
in the Spanish capital. 

Sacchi. who has been out of 
a job since a second brief stint 
at AC Milan a year ago. has 
been negotiating with the 
Atletico president J6sus Gil y 
Gil. for several weeks. 

Masterful defending earned 
Lazio their first appearance in 
a European cup final, the 
goalless draw in Madrid pre¬ 
serving their 1-0 win in the 
home leg. The final, in Paris 
on May 6. will be an all-Italian 
affair, InlemazionaJe having 
booked their place earlier in 
the day when Ronaldo scored 
twice in their 2-1 victory at 
Spartak Moscow. 


UWVERSITY MATCHES Iswcond day ol 
Ural FanneTs: NorthamfSonaWra 122-3 v 
Cambridge LHwrtfy No ploy yesterday, 
tan The Paris* Sussex 182-4 (N H Tt 
74 not ouL K None* 52 not out? v 
Umvostty No play yesierday, ram 
PflEsroerrs cup irmai day ot bun. 
Gooroeiown: Jamaica 148 and 318-4 dec 
(J C Adams 108 not out, T PoweS 100 no 
out W Hhxfc 551. Guyana 1U and 33M IS 
Chandarpart 89. C B Lambert 64, C L 
Hooper 62. N Degroot 52. L Witems 8 
105) Match drawn Pott ol Spain: Bar¬ 
bados 285 and 254. Tnradad snd Tobago 
332 and 2089 (H Bryan 5-51). Tnrxdad and 
Tobago won by one xrfchaL 

BASEBALL 

AMEnCAN LEAGUE: Boston B Oakland 6: 
BaJbmare 4 ChcagoWlWe Sox 2: Cleveland 
6 Seattle 3. Minnesota 8 Tampa Bay 2. 
Toronto 5 KareasOiyv Texas 11 DeUmi3 
Postponed: New Yen* Yankees v Arnhem 
NATIONAL LEAGUE: Mlwaukee 7 Mon- 
deal 4: Adame 6 Pittsburgh 0. New York 
Mere 6 CWcago Cube 0- St Lows 15 Arizona 
5. Colorado 61Los Angeles 3: San Frandsm 
13 San Diego 7 

BASKETBALL 

BUOWBSER CHAMPIONSHIP: 
first leg: Manchester Giants 06 
London Leopards 93 Second (eg: Shet- 
fietd Sharks 75 Thames Valley tigers 97 
[Thames Vatey wn series 2-0). Newcastle 
Eagles 73 London Towers 50 (series led 
1-1). Blm^gham Brtteta 8* Derby Storm 86 
(senes bed i-i). 

EUROPEAN CUP: Rrret Zhatans Kaunas 
(Uthl 82 Stebnel Mian (tr) 67 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA): Adams 
95 PWtefefeWa 94. Cleveland 95 Boston 
89. TororiD 96 New Jersey 92, Wacrtngion 
104 New York 102: Los Angetas Lakers 111 
Dalas 95: Houston 94 Denver 88 Chariotte 
104 Mteaukee 82: UUh 128 Minnesota 
109. Portland 92 Sacramento 66: Seattle 
110 Vancouver 96. 

BOXING 


By Our Sports Staff 

The defeat 4-2 on aggre¬ 
gate, completed a melancholy 
hat-trick for Spartak. Their 
quest to become the first 
Russian team to win a Euro¬ 
pean trophy has foundered jit 
the same stage three times in 
the past seven years. 

Inter, who lost to the Ger¬ 
man side Schalke 04 on penal¬ 
ties last year—when Ronaldo 
helped Barcelona win the 
European Cup Winners’ Cup 
— will return to the final as 
favourites. 

□ Argentina’s preparations 
for the World Cup finals 
suffered an embarrassing set¬ 
back yesterday when they lost 
2-1 to Israel In Jerusalem. 
Argentina picked most of their 
first-choice players but were 
unable to break down the 
Israelis, who played for much 


of the second half with 10 men. 
Haim Ravivo scored tire deci¬ 
sive goal with seven minutes 
remaining to spark massive 
celebrations in the dry. A 
month ago, in another warm¬ 
up match, Israel beat Roma¬ 
nia 1-0 in Bucharest 

Israel took the lead in tire 
64th minute when Eyal 
Berko vie, the West Ham Uni¬ 
ted player, set up Najuan 
Geraiv, but had Yossi 
Abu cassis sent off shortly 
after. Cagna equalised for 
Argentina in the 67th minute, 
ana the South Americans 
dominated before Ravivo 
caught their goalkeeper, Ger¬ 
man Burgos, off his line and 
thumped in a free kick from 35 
metres. 

The Argentina coach, Dan¬ 
iel Passarella. said that it was 
“not the time to blame 
anybody.” 


Clubs profit in final flurry 


THE lure of Wembley as a 
national stadium wffl be un¬ 
derlined on Sunday when 
more than 60,000 people trav¬ 
el to watch the final of the Auto 
Windscreens Shield. Grimsby 
Town and Bournemouth are 
making their first appearance 
behind the Twin Towers and 
supporters are coming out of 
their armchairs in droves. 

Grimsby have so far sold 
28,000 of their allocation of 
31,000 tickets and Bourne¬ 
mouth, who almost folded last 
year, have 3300 of their origi¬ 
nal 37,000 remaining. To put 
the final into context Grimsby 
faded to attract 8.000 specta¬ 
tors to Blundell Park when 
they were third in the first 
division three seasons ago and 
just 3,404 turned out to see 
Bournemouth’s home win 
against Walsall on Tuesday. 

“A lot of people see it as a 


FOR THE RECORD 


CONNECTICUT: 
Gotta (Pol) bt E Dixon 


bout 

an 


FOOTBALL 


Tuesday's late raarfts 
UEFA CUP: Serrt-final, second teg: Lada 
0 Atkfttoo Madrid 0 (Lazio uriri 1-0 on agg). 
FA CAflUNG PREMIERSHIP: Leicester 
City 3 Scxnhanpton 3, 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE: First cMskm: 
Queens Parti Remora 1 Oxford United 1. 
Second division: Bownerxxifi 1 Walsall 0: 
Luton Town 3 Chestertttd 0 
DR MARTENS LEAGUE: Midhind dnriskxc 
Moor Green 2 Evesham 0 
RYMAN LEAGUE Second christen: Met 
Police 0 Tooang end Mftcham i Third 
(fivtoton: Carrtbariey 7 Doridng 2 . Epsom 
end Enel 2 Winnie and Fincfiey a 
SCREWRX DIRECT LEAGUE: Premier 
dMsferc Elmore 2 Pauton 4, Keynsham 2 
llflfkafwn 1 

ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE: Piwrter <*■ 
vision: Eton Manor 4 East Ham Q 


MINERVA SPARTAN SOUTH MDLANDS 

LEAGUE: Premier division south: Wood- 

fold 3 Baridnjskta 2: HareBeld 0 Hartagey 
Bora 3: Islngton 3 Brimsdown 1 
SMHNOFF IRISH LEAGUE: Premier * 
vtakm: Gtanavon 4 OoieraneO; Gtentoran 2 
Balymana 2: Unfleld 0 Cmaadera 0; 
Omagh 0 OtftanvOe 1. Hist (Mater 
Dungannon Swifts 3 Baflydare 1: Lame 0 
Newiy 6. Postponed: Baigor v Umavsrdy. 
PONUN’S LEAGUE; Premier dMster 
Manchester Utd 2 Bfrmkirtiam 0. First 
civialon: MKldtesbrough 0 Wbtoarhampton 
0 Postponed: Ofdham v West Bromwich 
Second dMstorv Postponed: 

York. League cup: SemMbieL Sheffield I 

7 Wrexham i. 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE- League Cup: Sentf-Snefc 
Evenwood 0 Tow Law 2. 

DUTCH LEAGUE- IfflesM Arnhem 3 MW 
Maastricht 1 


TODAY S FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 
Kck-etl 7 30 unless slated 
Cup Winnere" Cup 
SemWlhab, second lag 

Chefcea (Q) v Vicenza (1) f7.4gj. 

Lncomotfv Moscow (1) v 

Vffl Stuttgart (2) (5.151 . 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Southttn dt- 
vtafcm: Havant v Ctavedon Midtand di¬ 
vision: Grantham v Redditch 
RYMAN LEAGUE Rret dMslon: Grays v 
Hampton Second dMolon: Leighton Town 
vTStxry 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: Hrst 
dtasiorc Brighton v Arsenal lat Worthng 
FC. 70). Norwich v Wimbledon: Warlord v 
Oxford Utd (at Nonhwood FC1 
FAI HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Premier drriskm: Dundalk v Drogheda 
17 45). 

SCREWFDC DIRECT LEAGUE Premier 
tfvtton: Bnsmgmri v Tiverton, Wesrtuv v 

Odd Down 

MMERVA SPARTAN SOUTH IWDLAMJS 
LEAGUE Premier dMsion 
Ho d d e sdon v Brache Sparta 


ENOSLEK3H INSURANCE MIDLAND 
COMBINATION; Premier division: Massey 
Ferguson v Southern 

BANKS'S BREWERY LEAGUE Premier 
dMsion: Btax wich S v aaffbtd T 
JEWSON EASTERN COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE Premier dvision: Wrcwham v 
Fatenham (7 451 

1NTBTLKK EXPRESS ALLIANCE Knyper- 
stay V v Strartord T. 

FA PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE Bamstey v 
Leeds (2.0i 

CRICKET 
University matches 
no, finalda> or tfree 
FENNER'S: Cambridge University v 
Nort hampt ons hi re 

THE PARKS: Oxford University v Sussex 
OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL Budwetaor championship: 
Play-offs, second leg: Greater London 
Leopads v Manchester (Starts (7.30). 

Belie 


Edtrv 


burgh 17 45] 


GOLF 


COPT HEATH, SoMt 
Early leadtag SraMoixxl acorns-. 

GriTHte (Wast Herts) 73:LNash(SutHton). 
74: N Burovs (Minchinhampton). J Bson 
). A Frayne (Si wAn), j York 
Herts), P Wwrtcran (Worksop). D 
re). 75; A Costeto " 

Pariq. C Stevenson (WhUh{ 
baton (East Sussex]. J Rose 
A Smith (Enrife}. D SWnra (Csnwtt* Part). 
S Gonv (Sudbury), c Mayson (Aspiey Gurat 
and Woburn Sends). R Jones (Wbodcrte 
Park). G Hants (Readnol. j Glover 
(Roshahamj. N Dougherty (Shaw HQ 76: 
Neater (Oakmwe raid. A Pearson 
J. K Hale (South Salford). I 
(Durham CSy) TV. I Cempben 
‘ I. G Edwards (Swansea Bay) 
L I HoHoway (Worksop}. □ Wood (Said 
Moor). P Thorton (SI Annas Old Links]. T 
Whtehouge (Maxsfoke Parte], Z Scotland 
(Wbodoote Park) 


_ ICE HOCKEY 

NATIONAL LEAGUE . 
Florida Z Washington 3 New 
1; Phoerrot 2 Detroit 1. 


Ottawa 3 
Rangers 


RUGBYLEAGUE 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE LEAGUE Rial 
dvision: Leigh East 16 Mflgan St Jude's O 
- ■ xOOuflt “ 


Eestmoor I 


Ron 20. 


TENNIS 


BARCELONA: Conde de Godo tour¬ 

nament Second round: A Gfurienzl (B) bt 
W FerraVs (SAl 4-6. 6-t. 6-3: S Bruguera 

(Spj M £ Atwm« (Spj 7-5. 84; Q Mwioz 
(Sp) blF Ctavet fSpjB-4.6-2: F DeWrtf (Bel) 
bt J Terango (US) 6-4.7-8: C Casta (Sp) bt 
G KuertEnlBr] fl-a. 6-3: S Dosede) (Cz) bl F 
Mantua (Sp) 64.7-6: B IRirach (Czj bt R 

Carrefsro (Sp) 6-4.8-4: A Berara jmj (Sp) 

bt F MefambO 6-2. 6-1: M Safin (fiuss)br 
J Novak (Cz) 4-6.6-3.7-6. C Moy& (Sp) tX T 
Carbones (Sp) 3-6. 6-2. 6-2. D Hrtxaly 

(Slovakia) bt K Kucera (Sovakla) 7-6,6-2; T 

Mami (US) bt T Muster (Austria) 8-4.7-6. M 

‘ . (MQOi 


Gustefsson [9we] KKAlara | 


180.6-1 


By Richard Hobson 

day out at Wembley rather 
than the Auto Windscreen 
Shield final," Tony Richard¬ 
son, the Grimsby commercial 
manager, said. “I cannot think 
it would happen at any other 
ground." The dub expects to 
make around £500,000 from 
its run in the competition. 

Bournemouth are launch¬ 
ing a new strip and have 
budgeted for an overall win 
bonus package of £100.000. 
The players can look forward 
to a holiday in the United 
States at the end of the season. 

“ft is a reward for putting 
up with all of the problems in 
terms of struggling to sur¬ 
vive." Trevor Watkins, the 
chairman since June last year, 
said "We were losing £80,000 
a month; now we are making 
£15,000 a month. We already 


MAKARSKA. Craafe: Makaraka Opart 

First round: A Sarra-ZonetU (ft) W R 

Bobkow (Cz) 3r6.8-3.8-3: U Fang (China) 

btPStoyanva (Bug 6-1,6-1, A Alcazar (So) 

U E Kodtowteys (Rusal 82. 6-1. C T 

VSaro (Sp) tt P Umgrova (6} 5-7.60.80: 

C Bta*(Z5m) bt E Loft (Fr) 4-6.62.6-0. A 
Serra-Zanettl (ft) b( SKtamouajCz) 4-6.84, 
6-4; K HnSckovB (CM bt V Duirgn (tten) 
2-6, 6-2. 7-5. M Luck: (Cm) tt M 
Weingartnei (Gal 63. 7-6: P Suarez lArg) 
bt S uapler (Austria) 7-5.6-1. J Aba (Gerjtx 
E Wagnur (Ga) 83,61. L Nomectora (Ca 
bt F mfatti (1183.87.82. S Kloasal (Ger) 
bt T Krizan (Stowriia) 83, 63. O Lugxia 
(LNo) bl K Boogert (Hoi) 3-2 ret 

TOKYO: .Japan Opart; Men: Rrat round; S 
twabuchl (Japan) a D Sapekxd (GB) 7-5. 

1 -6. ret K MtyacH (Japan) bl A Batobradpc 
(Aus) 82. 61: J Gotrard (Fr) bl T Chaan 
(Japan) 63. 86. 61, R Vasok (Ca bt S 
Lareau (ton) 64.4^. 7-6. A Pavel (Rom) M 
o Dotaftra (Fr) 83. 80. H DreekmanjGer) 
W A Ctamort (Fr) 63,64: T Keroto (Fta) bt 
M Tebutt (Aus) 63 63; M TMrom Smq) bl 
K Masuda (JapaO 4-6, 63. 6-0; B Black 
bt J Stark (US) 3-6.7-6.6-4. C CaatU 
H B Eflwood (Aus) 60. 7-6. L 
tf (Gar) bt 5 Kbubok {Austria) 
84.61: A O'Brian (US) bl 0 Burriara (Sp) 
62.8-0. Second round: B Macphte (US) bt 
P Rater (Aus) 63. 7-6. M Cheng (LB) M J 
van Lotlum (Ho*) 84.61.0 Dauoa (US) bl 
KCariaen (DenU-6,63.63. S Smile (Ausj 
bt V Spatea (US) 83.80. D Pnnosi (Ger) 
bl T Johansson (Sm) 63. 63. D vxek 
(Cz) bt G Motomora (Japan) 62, 63 R 
Srtufflar (Gar) bt M Oamm (Czj 64.64. T 
Henman (GB) bt D Nestor (Can) 62. 7-5.1 

■“ ' ,w« 

. 1) W. M 

J-M Gamb# (US) tx MiyacW 80,63: Pavel 
bt Vaaek 57. 84). 7-5: C Caotfl (ft) bt G 
Pood (ID 63. 7-8. Tristram bt OErtan 67. 
64. 64. Back M BunjsmXter 6-4. 62 
Wbmen: Ftrat round; H Rtaart (Japonj bt L 
Oatertoh (US) 80.3-6.7-6. MEndo (Japan) 
bt K Kunce (Aus) 67. 64. 61; C Morariu 
IUS) bl Perk Suru-Haa (S Kor] 84. 6-2. H 
Indue (Japan) bt S Noortander (Hon 84. 
61. L McNoX (US) bt Jeon MFRa (SKor) 
64.61. E DeLone (US bt S da Baer (SA) 6 
4. 6-4: A Frazier (US) U ChQ Yotrg-Ja 
(SKor) 6-4. 62. R HraM (Japan) bi S 
Hteametsu (Japan) 62, 6-2. Second 
round: N PVatt (Aus) bt G Nelson (US) 
63.62 


have as many points as last 
season with three games to 
play and our best players are 
cm long-term contracts. Sun¬ 
day is tire final nail in the 
coffin of the past" 

Ironically, having waited 75 
years to go to.Wembley, both 
clubs could return on May 24 
for the Nationwide League 
second division promotion 
playoff final. Grimsby are 
still fourth, despite a run of six 
games without a win, and 
Bournemouth moved to ninth 
by beating Walsall 1-0. 

Queens Park Rangers, too. 
will be pleased to find them¬ 
selves in the first division next 
season. Their M draw against 
Oxford United on Tuesday 
night, secured by a goal in the 
eightieth minute by Kevin 
Galien, means they are four 
points dear of the relegation 
zone with three games left 


Koreans 
pledge * 
to fulfil 
World 
Cup role 

By Rob Hughes 


SOUTH KOREA has reacted 
indignantly to suggestions 
that economic diffioilties in 
Asia threaten the country's 
resolve to co-host the 2002 
World Cup finals with Japan. 
There have been suggestions 
that England could be asked 
to step in. 

“We intend to carry out the 
World Cup finals without a 
hitch by completing all the ten « 
stadiums and accompanying 
facilities Fife requires brfore 
the event in 2002," a govern¬ 
ment source assured The 
Times yesterday. 

This pledge comes a week 
after 1300 people demonstrat¬ 
ed in Seoul in the wake of 
repeated public questioning of 
the high cost of building 
stadiums by the country’s new 
president, Kim Dae-jung. 

A leak from the Blue House, 
the presidential residence, had 
spoken of the president and 
prime minister proposing that 
South Korea, which recently jt 
negotiated a $5835 billion m 
rescue package from the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund, 
“makes do with what stadi¬ 
ums we have” 

Student protestors argued 
that the planned construction 
represented an investment for 
the future and would create 
200,000 jobs. 

After a week's deliberation, 
the country’s London embas¬ 
sy, reacting to a report in The 
Times drat England was ready 
in case South Korea and 
Japan could not afford to 
complete what they started, 
responded. 

“In view of our economic 
difficulties, we have decided to 
put file planned construction £ 
of the main soccer stadium in 
Seoul on hold," the statement 
said. “Instead, a group of 
specialists is discussing two 
alternatives. One is to make 
use of the 69311-seat Olympic 
Stadium in Chamshil. south¬ 
ern Seoul, and the other is to 
expand the Munhak Stadium, 
with a capacity of63.000 seals, 
which is being built in Inchon, 
just west of Seoul. 

“The Republic of Korea is 
already building stadiums in 
five large cities, in addition to 
Inchon. The construction of 
the rest of the planned stadi¬ 
ums will also begin in the 
second half of this year. The 
Republic of Korea has the will 
and is folly confident in its 
ability to host the event" 

The message is that South 
Koreans are not about to lose 
face by giving up their World 
Cup. They wall spend what it 
takes to build the arenas. They 
could, if relationships with 
North Korea improve, even 
stage games in Pyonyang. Eng- #> 
land would be better advised to 
spend time and money prepar¬ 
ing to outbid Germany. South 
Africa, Brazil and any other 
contender for 2006. 



TENNIS 


Henman sees chance 
to exact revenge 

By Juuan Muscat, tennis correspondent 


TIM HENMAN, who readied 
the third round of the Japan 
Open in Toyko yesterday by 
beating Daniel Nestor, has the 
opportunity to avenge his 
humiliating defeat by Jerome 
Gotmard at the Australian 
Open in January. Henman 
plays Golmard. of France, 
who inflicted a first-round 
defeat on the Briton in Mel¬ 
bourne, for a place in the 
quarter-finals. 

Nestor was dismissed rou¬ 
tinely by Henman, who is 
seeded No 3 in this weakly- 
contested event Henman 
sealed his fr-2. 7-5 triumph 
with an ace after breaking the 
Canadian to lead 6-5 in the 
second set 

Henman's prospects of a 
third career tide advanced 
considerably when Pat Rafter, 
the No I seed and his projected 
semi-final opponent, lost 6-3 
7-6 to Brian MacPhie, who is 
world ranked No 181. Rafter 
could not handle MacPhie's 
booming service. 


Other seeds making early 
departures included Thomas 
Johansson, who was seeded 
No 4, Vince Spadea, at No 5, 
Kenneth Carl sen, at No 8, and 
Amaud Clement, the No 15 
seed 

“There is a long way to go, 
but 1 think I have a good 
chance of winning the mle," 
Henman said. The Briton is 
world-ranked No 15, one place 
below his career-high rank¬ 
ing. He could advance beyond 
that landmark by winning the 
tournament. 

Lurking in the opposite half 
of the draw is Michael Chang, 
seeded No 2, who advanced to 
the third round when beating 
John van Lortum. of Holland. 
6-4. 6-1. 

Danny Sapsford joined 
Chris Wilkinson and Andrew 
Richardson among the Brit- 
ons to fall in the first round 
Sapsford trailed 7-5, 1-0 
against Satochi Iwabuchi be¬ 
fore injury forced his 
retirement 
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RUGBY UNION: SMALL STADIUMS MEAN CLUBS LOSE REVENUE 


* Crowd record supports 
under-selling theoiy 


ADRIAN SHERRATT 
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THE ability of Saracens to 
create a new attendance 
record for league rugby in 
England on Sunday, when 
they meet Newcastle in a top* 
of-the-table Allied Dunbar 
Premiership clash at Watford, 
only serves to emphasise how 
the development of the club 
game is being restrained by 
small stadia and a lack of 
facilities. 

The match between the top 
two in the first division has 
created a sell-out figure of 
19,700 in an area that, before 
this season, was a relative 
rugby desert The capacity at 
Vicarage Road for a football 
match is 22,000. but for safety 
reasons. Saracens are obliged 
to operate at a 10 per cent 
lower figure because they sell 
“rover" tickets in three of the 
four stands rather than design 
nated seats. 

Saracens will name their 
team today and can select 
from a full-strength squad, 
with the obvious exception of 
Richard Hill, the England 
flanker, who is recovering 
from a back operation. 
Newcastle, whose fly half, Rob 
Andrew, and centre. Va’aiga 
Tuigamala, both suffered calf 
injuries during the defeat of 
Gloucester on Saturday, are 
not expected to confirm their 
line-up until the weekend for a 
match that will be refereed by 
the experienced Yorkshire offi¬ 
cial. Stewart Piercy. 

Throughout ten years of 
league rugby, h was always 
Leicester who could set the 


By David Hands, rugbycorespondent 


highest attendance figure, at 
just under 17.000. since 
Wejford Road was and re¬ 
mains the biggest purpose- 
built rugby venue outside 
Twickenham. Now that 
grou nd-sharing schemes have 
come into operation, however. 
Saracens can overtake that, as 
could Wasps at Loftus Road if 
they had been able to attract 
similar crowds as a result of 
their league success last 
season. 

In that respect. Saracens 
have run a remarkable mar¬ 
keting operation, directed by 
Peter Dealdn. their commer¬ 
cial manager, who, when he 
worked in rugby league for 
Bradford Bulls, recorded a 
highest attendance of 18^00 
for a home fixture with Wigan. 


“I’m sure thaC for some of the 
bigger games, the clubs are 
short-selling themselves 
because of their facilities.” 
Deakin said. - 
"Bath could probably have 
sold 14,000for their game with 
us last Friday, "but they can 
only cope with just over 8,000. 
they-have ip look after iheir 
own members and we wound 
up with only 200 tickets to sell 
to pur-jnembers. But the way 
we ait gong; towards Super 
12 standards or better, we have 
to drive, the revenue base up 
and to do that we have to have 
the stadiums.” 

ironically. Bristol have a 
stadium capable of holding a 
five-figure crowd, but their 
position at the foot of the table 
has left the Memorial Ground 



Tuigamala. left and Andrew both have calf injuries 


Scotland lose Newcastle 
quintet for summer tour 


SCOTLAND will be without 
the entire five-man contingent 
from Newcastle that took part 
in the recent Five Nations 
Championship, including 
Gary Armstrong, the captain, 
when they tour Australia and 
Fiji this summer. Also miss¬ 
ing will be Tony Stanger. the 
wing, who equalled the 50- 
year-old national tryscoring 
record of Ian Smith against 
England last month. 

In something of a triumph 
for quiet' diplomacy, after 
Northampton's failed attempt 
to prevent their players from 
doing national service this 
summer, the Newcastle quin¬ 
tet have dealt individually 
with Jim Telfer. the national 
coach. Doddie Weir paved the 
way two weeks ago. when he 
visited Murrayfield to put his 
case to Telfer and Newiststle's 


By Kevin Ferrie 

demanding season has dearly 
been taken into consideration. 

"Peter Walton. George Gra¬ 
ham and Doddie Weir have 
been canying injuries that we 
knew about and it was always 
touch and go whether they 
would be available or not." 
Telfer explained- “We decided 
they would be -better resting 
over the summer. 

“Gary Armstrong has al¬ 
ready played over 40 games 
this season. He came in to see 
me earlier this week and I 
agreed that be would be better 
taking the summer out Alan 
Tait has played virtually non¬ 
stop for two years. Once 
again, in the interests of his 
longer-term fitness, we agreed 
that be should not go to 
Australia." Stanger. whose 


wife is due to give birth to 
their first child this'summer, 
was released for “family rea¬ 
sons". Previously, Telfer had 
indicated that there might be 
problems in Australia if Scot¬ 
land travelled at less than full 
strength, but he dearly antici¬ 
pates no such difficulty as a 
result of these high-profile 
withdrawals. 

“Obviously, it is a blow to 
lose players of that calibre 
from what is going to be a 
very tough tour, but the tour 
wfll go ahead and the oppor¬ 
tunity arises for young play¬ 
ers to make their mark.” 
Telfer said. 

□ Michael Brial, the New 
South Wales Waratahs cap¬ 
tain. has recovered from a 
virus and will be fit for the 
Super 12 match with Queens¬ 
land Reds on Saturday. 


half-empty far too frequently 
this season. There was opti¬ 
mism on a separate issue after 
their board meeting yesterday, 
however, that agreement 
could be reached with the 
dozen players whose contracts 
end this season, among them 
Robert Jones and Paul Burke, 
the international half backs. 
Two bodes. Simon Martin and 
Dean Dewdney, have already 
indicated their willingness to 
accept Bristol’s present offer. 

“It’s understandable that 
players want time to think, 
given the uncertainty about 
our position, whether there 
will be relegation or not," Fred 
Howard, the Bristol commer¬ 
cial manager, said. “There’s 
no deadline, but we do need to 
know from the players or their 
agents relatively quickly 
whether they can agree terms 
because players are coming on 
to the market in whom we 
would be interested if we had 
to move for replacements." 

The Scotland party to tour 
Australia and Fiji this sum¬ 
mer will be 35-strong, the 
majority of whom will come 
from the 63 home-based play¬ 
ers who were told yesterday 
that they still have a future as 
full-time rugby players within 
the new super district organ¬ 
isations. it was clearly an 
emotional day for those in¬ 
volved. among them Scon 
Hastings, the 35-year-old 
record cap-holder, who had 
feared the worst when it was 
announced that the Scottish 
Rugby Union would be halv¬ 
ing their playing staff. 

At the other end of the scale 
were men like Graham Ellis, 
of Currie, and Jim Hay. of 
Hawick. Both hookers have 
been involved in senior nat¬ 
ional squads this season, yet 
they have missed out and the 
initial reaction from the two 
men was to consider whether 
they have any future in the 
game at senior level. 

QLASGOW/CALBXMA: Backs: Q Bev¬ 
eridge (Borouttmuirt. A BuSoch, A Col¬ 
ins. J Carig. F Stott (afl Weal of Scotland), 
T Hayes. G Metcafle. C Simmers. O Stark 
(afl Glasgow Hawks). I Jsrtflne. J McLaren 
(both SUn ktg Countyl, S Longslafi (Dundee 
HSFP), 0 Officer (Currie) _ D Patterson 
(Hem's FP), R Stephen! (MetosaJ. 
Forwards: W Anderson. G Simpson (both 


Ftockhart. A tOttfe. K McKenzie (al String 
Cony). S (Mims. M Waste. J wrote (al 
Watsontans). G MacKey. G Mcftwtam 
fcotti Glasgow Hawks). 

ED IN BURGH/SCOTTISH BORDERS: 
Backs G Buns. 8 I ta stingB, D Hodge, J 
Karr. J Mayer (afl Watsorsans). C Cte)- 
inere. B Redpam. G ShH (all Mekosel. A 
Common (Glasgow Hawtal, I Fairley 
(Ketaq), H GBmour, S Lang (batfi Hem's 
FP). C Murray A Stanoar. S Wefefi (al 
Hawick) Forwards: M Bair. A Lucking 
(both Quito). S Brctteretone. C Hogg. M 
Proudtoot (all Mt*oae), O Burra, R 
McNulty. S Reid (al Boroutfxnuk). I 
FuBarton, A Roxburgh (both Kelso). C 
Matter. G McKakrey. I Sind* (al 
Watsonans), B Renwick (Hawick). B 
Stewart (teknourgh Academicals). P 
Wright (West ol Scotland). 


European integration moves to 
forefront of the dubs’ agenda 


WILL the leading dubs be 
prepared to reconsider their 
boycott of Europe? That 
issue will be high on the 
agenda of the talks 
between the Rugby Football 
Union (RFU) and the clubs 
that began yesterday. It 
appears that the dubs will 
reconsider, provided they 
have greater control over 
the competition. If that can be 
agreed, then it is likely 
that plans to expand the 
Allied Dunbar 
Premiership will be shelved. 

Heineken. the sponsor 
of the European Cup. is still 
committed to the 
competition. However, a fresh 
look at the unloved 
European Conference — 
which is unsponsored — 
could also be considered. One 
incentive to breathe new 
life into the Conference could 
be to ensure that the 
winners automatically qualify 
for the Heineken Cup the 
following year. 

Heineken are backing a 
new award to recognise six of 
the best rugby players in 
Europe. The “Heineken 
Awards for European 
Rugby" will be presented for 
the first time at a 
ceremony in London on May 
IS. A panel of 15 judges wil 
nominate the six (who will 
each receive £3.000), with 
the outright winner awarded 


LOOSE 


- .-*•?<:a. 


F v ' r ; i ;v,Tv? 

MSLAr-' 




a trophy and a further 
prize of £5,000. 

Fez on the beat 

May the fez be with you! 

The Chief Constable of 
Hertfordshire is allowing 
off-duty officers at Vicarage 
Road on Sunday for the 
top-of-the-table Premiership 
meeting between Saracens 
and Newcastle to wear a blue 
fez. Up to 150 policemen 
will be donning the distinctive 
headgear that Saracens 
supporters have made their 
own this season. The “Fez 
Boys" themselves are 
planning on bringing 
fishing tackle to the game... 
after Fran Cotton’s threat 
to use his rods more in future 
after his recent resignation 
from the management board 
of the RFU. 


Thinking big 

An RFU mole reports that 
Clive Woodward, the 
England coach, is 
apparently unhappy with the 
size of his office at 
Twickenham. He recently 
requested something 
bigger “appropriate to his 
status”. Money certainly 
seems to be no object for 
England at the moment 
The players touring Che 
southern hemisphere this 
summer have been trying oat 
blazers costing £500 each, 
while a management team of 
19 went to Pam for the 
opening game in the Five 
Nations Championship. 

Ponty pride 

We’ve heard of moving the 
goalposts, but this is 
ridiculous. Jonathan 
Humphreys, the former 
Wales captain, is 
determined that the men in 
red will meet England on 
a level playing field next 
season — Pontypridd’s 
Sardis Road ground. The 
international is due to be 
staged at Wembley, but 
Humphreys said: “We 
cannot afford to give England 
any advantage. Sardis 
Road would be an 
intimidating arena for 
them and 1 think the WRU 


should go for it” Such a 
move would draw a 15.000 
crowd compared to 75.000 
at Wembley and cost around 
£1 million, but 

Humphreys argued: “What is 
the hidden cost of the 
result against France?” 

□ England isn't the only 
country suffering from 
possible withdrawals from 
their summer tour party. 
Va’aiga Tuigamala has 
pulled out of the Western 
Samoa trip to New 
Zealand. One wonders what 
Pat Lam, his captain and 
a dub colleague at Newcastle, 
thinks. 

Junior turn 

Having invested an 
impressive £12 million in 
professional rugby. Allied 
Dunbar, sponsors of the 
Premiership, are dipping 
their toes into junior rugby by 
sponsoring a pre-season 
tournament at Chipping 
Norton Rugby Club on 
September 20. The presence 
of international players is 
guaranteed and the club 
hopes to raise enough 
money to subsidise the cost of 
a junior team attending 
the festival of rugby ai 
Murrayfield next year. 

Mark Souster 



Lomas is retiring after 16 years of international table te nnis competition 

Lomas hopes to bow out by 
putting England on a high 


A s a nine-year-old. 

watching her sister at 
the local youth dub in 
Dunstable. lisa L omas was 
happy to call it ping-pong. 
Within a year, she had picked 
up her own bat and become 
England’s Nol table tennis 
player in her age group. Next 
week in Holland, al the Euro¬ 
pean championships. Lomas, 
now 31 and still England's 
top-ranked player, will com¬ 
pete for the last time. 

“My aim is to go out having 
made sure that we stay in the 
top category," she said. “We 
lost to Sweden last month, 
which meant that England 
were relegated from the Euro¬ 
pean Superieague to the first 
division, so I’m desperate for 
the team to do well in these 
championships." 

According to Lomas, there 
are around 200.000 players 
affiliated to the Englis h Tab le 
Tennis Association (ETTA), 
but a professional career is 
rare. “l*ve managed it but 
mainly because I’ve found my 
own sponsors," she said. “It's 
very difficult for the young¬ 
sters because, unless you are a 
top European player, you 
won’t get a good offer from a 
foreign dub." 

Lomas plays in the German 
Bundesliga, where the stan¬ 
dard is the highest in Europe 
and appearance fees and 
prize-money reflect the inter¬ 
est “A lot of the Chinese 
players go there to live and 
play, which is why it’s so 
modi better," she said. | 

“The International Table 
Tennis Federation runs a 
professional tour, which is 
probably quite similar to ten¬ 
nis, where there are events all j 
over the world. At some of 
those, the women’s singles 
tide could earn you £4,000. 
but because the Chinese com¬ 
pete in all of them. the chances 
of winning are pretty much 
zero. In China, it seems like 
it's a big ambition to be good 
at table tennis because they 
get fantastic opportunities 
compared with the everyday 
person." 

Lomas is looking forward to 
becoming an everyday per¬ 
son. Professional table tennis 
may have given her a passport 
to see the world, but it has 
meant Irving away from home 
for fiw months every year. 

“That gets pretty demand¬ 
ing," she said. “It’s one of the 
reasons I’m packing it in. 
because when you're away 
that long the motivation does 
go. 1 do want to live a bit of a 
normal life where I'll be at 
home at weekends and can go 
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out with my friends. Also. ] 
have got a husband to think 
about" Her husband. Steve, 
keeps goal for Aylesbury Uni¬ 
ted. 

“He’s a sportsman, so he 
understands." she said, “but 
because he runs his own 
printing business, he can’t 
travel with me, and I suppose 


it's just got to the stage where 
we’re b oth fe d up unto it" 
The ETTA is relieved that 
Lomas is tired of the travel¬ 
ling rather than the game and 
is negotiating a part-time 
coaching role for the country's 
premier player. She said: “Lot¬ 
tery funding of £128 million 
means that the sport can now 
make long-term plans. It will 
help the current players, but it 
also means that in about six 
years' time, we’ll have the next 
batch capable of competing in 
the major events.” 

It is likely that Lomas will 
be working with the under-12 
and under-14 age groups. 
“When 1 was that age. there 
wasn't the funding there is 
now," she said. “It is so 
exciting for these youngsters 
and I'm ready to put some¬ 
thing bade into the sport" 

In addition to her work 
with the governing body, she 
might be given the opportuni¬ 
ty to develop the purpose-built 
centre in Milton Keynes, a 
move that reinforces the 
thought that Lomas's immi¬ 
nent retirement might offer a 
new beginning to her sport 
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Vazquez in 
walkout 
as Hamed 
is late 

■ BOXING: Wafrcdo 
Vazquez walked out of a 
planned meeting with 
Naseem Hamed yesterday 
after the British boxer 
turned up 70 minutes late, 
claiming that his car had 
broken down. Vazquez, who 
takes on lbe World 
Boring Organisation 
featherweight champion 

in Manchester on Saturday, 
waited 40 minutes before 
leaving. 

An angry Vazquez, 36, 
of Puerto Rico, said: “He 
tried to stop me 
concentrating, he’s showing 
me disrespect This kind 
of thing has never happened 
to me before.” 

■ DRUGS IN SPORT: 

Blood tests are unlikely id be 
used to help catch drug 
cheats at the 2000 Olympic 
Games, a leading official 
said in Sydney yesterday. 
Kevan Gosper, the senior 
Australian member of the 
International Olympic 
Committee, said it had yet to 
be proved that they added 

to the accuracy of urine¬ 
testing. “That is why 
there's a reluctance to 
introduce them, but if that 
position changes we will be 
the first to fall into line.” 
he said. 

■ CRICKET: Sri Lanka 
scored a 115-run win over 
Pakistan at Wfllowmoore 
Park in Benoni yesterday to 
play themselves back into 
contention for a place in the 
final of the triangular 
limited-overs series, which 
also features South 
Africa. The victory enabled 
Sri Lanka to draw level 
with Pakistan in the round- 
robin standings. Both 
sides have two wins from five 
matdies. 

■ TENNI& The Great 
Britain Fed Cup team have no 
chance of qualifying for 

the world group this year 
after they were beaten 2-0 
by Poland, their second defeat 
in two successive days, at 
La Manga. Spain yesterday. 
Britain can now finish no 
higher than third in pool B of 
Europe-Africa group one. 

■ cycung: Johan 
Museeuw, of Belgiuip, will 
not ride again before the 
world championships in 
Holland in October. 

Patrick Lefcvre. the Mapei 
team manager, said 
yesterday. Museeuw. the 1996 
world road race 
champion and World Cup- 
winner. was taken back to 
hospital after the broken 
kneecap that he sustained 

in the Paris-Ronbaix one-day 
classic on Sunday became 
infected. “Hell be back. He’s 
as strong as a lion." 

Lefevre said. 
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•free bet is a £10 Correct Score bet oa tonights 
Chelsea v Vicenza match. (Please place your bet and make 
™..r free bet selection withinthosameca^^^ 


8/13 CHELSEA 5/2 DRAW VICENZA 7/2 

_ ~ Stamford Bridge. ICJdc-off 7 A 5pm. Uve on Channel 5. 


CHELSEA VICENZA 

11/2_1-0_ 8/1 

6/1_2-0_16/1 

7/1_2-1-16/1 

10/1 _3-0_ SO/1 

11/1-3-1-50/1 

40/1 ....—3-2 —JO/1 

6 n -0-0-6/1 

ii/a-i-i_ Ain. 

; 2 Q /1 _- 2-2 _. 20/1 

OdHrnMunn^M. 


CHELSEA.- CHELSEA 11/8 
OtBSEA—DRAW 14/1 
OteLSEA— VICENZA 40/1 

DRAW_CHELSEA 4/1 

DRAW,_DRAW S/1 

DRAW_VICatZA 9/1 

VICENZA-CH&5EA 25/1 
VKBtZA_ DRAW 14/1 
VICENZA—VICENZA 8/1 

Bee votd ff march not mn* wL 


* AUASOVE KTS: BffltA TWIE POES HOT COUNT * 


COALSCORER 


4/1_VIALLI (O 

4/1_ZOLA (O 

0/2 .-FLO (CJ 
5/1—HUGHES (Q 
15/2-01 NAPOLI (V) 
15/2—LU1SO (V) 
8/1-AMBROSETTI (V) 

10/1_ZALHJ (V) 

10/1—PGYET (C) 

6/1—NO GOALSCORER 
OtheT pfeyen on request. 
Own goat do not court. 
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Simon Wilde predicts the finishing order for the 1998 Britannic Assurance county chaii igi.tj-iiship 

Lara should provide the impetus for Warwickshire 





H ave taken a risk by 
handing the captaincy 
to Brian Lara, who ruffled 
feathers during his record- 
breaking season at the club 
in 1994 and whose priority 
is now leading West Indies, 
but it is one most counties 
would accept He has more 
than enough nous to 
lead die most consistently 
excellent county of the past 
five years, in which they 
captured seven trophies and 
challenged for many more. 

Lara will also lead by 
example with the runs he 
makes. With the assistance 
of fellow left-handers. 
Knight and Hemp, he can 
build the foundations so 
often missing last year. 


There is an impressive 
quartet of all-rounders. 
Brown, Welch. Giles and 
Smith (whose fitness is 
causing concern), and three 
candidates to make up for 
Donald's 60 wickets in II 
matches; Giddins, the new¬ 
comer, and the old 
warhorses. M union and 
Small, who barely played 
last year. Given a settled 
side, they should compete 
strongly on all fronts. 

199T Bntanrte Assurance champ¬ 
ionship: Ste Axa Life League: winners. 
NatWaai Trophy: finafetf. Benson end 


1998 STAFF: B C Lera (captain, 
overseas). D A ABree. 0 R Brown. M □ 
Edmond. T Frost ESH Sttflns. A F 
Gfcss. 0 L Hemp. N V Krxgftt S 
McDonald. A J Moles. T A Munton, P P 
Ostler, T L Penney, K J Piper, MJ PoweB. 
A Srah. O C Sired. NMK Smtfi. S 
Vestergaartf. M Wagh, G Welch 



It wiD be a tough task for Steve James and Glamorgan to remain on high after their 1997 championship triumph 


S ome counties would die 
for the talent Somerset 
have enjoyed in recent 
years. Why they rarely do 
justice to it is a conundrum 
to which Reeve, the coach, 
ought to be the answer. But 
not yet. 

Their excuse for strug¬ 
gling badly in 1997 was a 
spate of injuries, tut this 
does not explain all. 
Trescothick averaged 23 
and Lath well 28 - and both 
took shelter in the middle 
order. Shine’s good mo¬ 
ments with the ball were 
outweighed by bad. Van 
Troost was dreadful. 

Things could yet be inter¬ 
esting if this quartet punch¬ 
es its weight. Holloway and 


Ecclestone are developing 
nicely. Rose is playing the 

best cricket of his hie at 34 

and Turner finished last 
season as leading run-scor¬ 
er and reserve widoetkero 

for the England tours. 

They could do with a good 

fast bowler to support 
Caddick. What they have 
got is Reeve caning out of 
retirement to play in one- 
dayers. You never know. 

1937: Brttenrac Assurance ehwrev 
kinship: 12m Axa Life League: Mi 
NalWest Trophy: second round Ban- 
son and Hedges Cup: quuter-fineb 
1998 STAFF: P D Barter (canton). N R 
BouUn, M P L EMbeck, MEkara. A R 
Cadsfick. S C Ecclestone. R J Hadan. P 
C L HoHoway, P S Jones. J10 Kerr. U N 
Lsmwea, MusrfaqAhmad (pwreeasj K 
A Pareana. A R K Pieison. D A Reeve, G 
D Row. K J Shine, L 0 Susan, M E 
Trescottudk. B J Trott. J P Tuetaf. R J 
Turner, AP van Troosi 



last year. Kent must con¬ 
vince themselves that they 
can go a step farther. But 
the scars run deep: an extra 
run at Taunton would have 
given them the champion¬ 
ship and they performed 
cravenly in the Benson and 
Hedges Cup final. 

They look stronger, 
though. Patel, who played 
only once last season 
because of a knee injuiy. 
has recovered after a whiter 
in Johannesburg, and the 
return of Hooper as over¬ 
seas player promises riches. 

As complementary spin¬ 
ners. Patel and Hooper 
restore balance to an attack 


Headley and the fast-im¬ 
proving Phillips, but Kent 
must take care with pitches 
after incurring a suspended 
penalty in their last home 
match. 

If the championship is to 
be hotly pursued, the early 
bailing must exhibit more 
gravitas. A good bet for a 
one-day trophy. 

1997: Britannic Assurance champ¬ 
ionship: aid Axa Lta League: 2nd 
NalWest Trophy: first romd Benson 
and Hedges Civ: finalists 
1998 STAFF: S A Msdl (captain). G R 
Cowctey. M A Eatiam. M v Homng, J A 
Ford. □ P Futon, 0 W Haodtay, C L 
Hooper (overseas). W J House. A P 
torfeaden. RWTKey. N.J Uong, M J 
McCngue, M M Patel B J PhHps. E T 
Smite. E J StartnL J B D Thompson. M 
J W*ar. C D Walsh. T R ward, A P 
wr*-. s c w*s 





A force to be reckoned 
with in the one-day 
cups and championship, al¬ 
though they probably lack 
the depth to sustain a chall¬ 
enge in the latter. Having 
made a mess of the NatWest 
Trophy final in 1996, they 
got things right 12 months 
later to rout Warwickshire 
and lift their first prize in 
five years. 

Prichard and Fletcher, 
captain and guru, have 
grown in authority and are 
strengthened by the full- 
lime presence of Arnold as 
bowling coach. They must 
look to get the best out of the 
anonymous Danny Law. 

Around the other Law — 
Stuart — revolves a strong 


batting line-up. Hussain's 
England absences should 
create opportunities for Pe¬ 
ters and Flanagan, while 
the new-found maturity of 
Irani and Grayson will be 
invaluable. 

Bowling is sound but 
shot of experienced cover. 
It relies on Pott. Such and 
Cowan, who will be anxious 
to come again after a frus¬ 
trating England tour. 

1997: B ntam tc Asouraice chomp- 
ioneNp Sh. An Life League: Tin 
NatWest Trophy: mmera. Banson and 
Hedges Cup: semi-finals 
1998 STAFF: P J Prichard (captain). N 
Hussan, A P Cowan, A P Grayson. M C 
tott, R C Irani, S G Law (ovwsom), 00 J 
Robinson, R J Rolfins. P M Such. N F 
WBams. DM Cousins, A JEHfebert.T 
P Hodgson. B J Hyam, D R Low, S □ 
Poas. J C PwvbH, IN Flanagan. J O 
Grove. D G WBscn, G R Napier. T J 
R«ps. J Bfahop. 



G loucestershire are 
rarely seduced by 
glamour — as they showed 
by retaining Alleyne as 
captain even though Walsh, 
who led them in 1996. 
returns. This should ensure 
continuity and it is no more 
than Alfeyne's inspirational 
championship effort last 
year deserves. 

Equally shrewd may be 
the appointment as coach of 
John BraceweU, the former 
New Zealan d player. With 
Russell's England career 
possibly over. Bracewell 
may have three past and 
present captains firing on 
ail cylinders throughout 
Walsh and Mike Smith, 
who bowled wonderfully in 


1997, will strive to eclipse 
their combined efforts of 
two years ago. when they 
claimed 145 championship 
scalps. For support they 
have Alleyne and Lewis, 
while spin rests almost sole¬ 
ly with Ball. 

The runs of Young, 
Walsh's stand-in as over¬ 
seas player, will be missed. 
Time for Windows. Daw¬ 
son. Cunliffe and Hewson 
to stand up and be counted. 

1987: Britannic Assurance champ¬ 
ionship; 7th Axa Life League: 1151 
NalWest Trophy: second icund Ben- 
aon and Hedges Cupc croup sags. 
1998 STAFF: MWABeyne fbaplaai). J M 
MAveris,MCJBdLMJCandor. MJ 
Church R J CunWe. RI Dawson, a W 
Garmon, T H C Hancock. D R Hewscn. 
DVLawrence..!Lews. R C Russet K P 
Sheeraz. A M Smith N J Trane*. C A 
wash (overseas). R C J VKEams. M G N 
Windows, A J wight 


W hat would happen 
were Sussex to have a 
season as pitiful as last is 
hard to contemplate. The 
blood-letting of the previous 
winter made it inevitable 
chat the side would struggle 
in 1997; what was unexpect¬ 
ed was that morale would 
collapse and so little of 
encouragement emerge. 

Remedial action was im¬ 
perative. Gilbert has come 
from Surrey to help with 
strategy, while the batting is 
strengthened by the arrival 
of Adams. Bevan and 
Wasim Khan. Adams, 
whose services were expen¬ 
sively secured by the lure of 
captaincy, was coveted by 
many counties and Bevan, 


formerly of Yorkshire, is a 
proven performer. 

The seam and swing 
bowling required less sur¬ 
gery. Restored to fitness. 
Lewry and Kirtley offer a 
sharp edge and have Jarvis, 
Robinson and the promis¬ 
ing Edwards for support 
Spin prompts more con¬ 
cern. The acquisitions, 
though welcome, are un¬ 
likely to transform fortunes. 

1997: Britannic Asannoa champ- 
i ons hc IBte Axa Ufe Longue: 18m 
NatWest Trophy: GamUtaT Benson 
end Hedges Cup: group sage 
1998 STAFF: C J Adams (captain], JJ 
Botes. M G Bevan (overseas), J R 
Caqwtiei. R P Daws, A D Edwards, K 
Gnwnflfild, S Humphries. P WJarvte, A 
A Khan. W G Ktm R J Krttey. J D 
Lewry. R S C Martn-jBrkrB, P Moves. 
K Newel. M Newel, M T E Place, J P 
Pyemont R K Rea. M A Ratxnsan. M R 
Strang, N R Taylor, N WBton 




L eicestershire’s claim 
that the championship 
nosedive from first to tenth 
place last year was chiefly 
because of miserable luck 
with the weather is about to 
be put to the lest 
Assuming the rain does 
not hound them again, they 
have the players to put the 
results where their mouth 
is. Simmons, the influential 
Trinidadian all-rounder, re¬ 
ceives a warm welcome, 
and the unexpected return 
of the prodigal son, Chris 
Lewis, adds depth to the 
bowling and lustre to the 
oneday side. 

Though they may lose 
Maddy to England, there 
should be no shortfall in the 


batting and tire seam and 
swing bowling looks strong. 
Millns. Mullally. Ormond 
and Lewis should be more 
than a match for most and 
with Pierson, the leading 
spinner, having left, die 
Grace Road square might 
just see some grass. 

James Whitaker will have 
sights set on the champion¬ 
ship, but his side now have 
the look of a oneday force 
as well. 

1997: Britannic Assurance champ¬ 
ionship: 10th Axa Ub League: 4*i. 
NalWest Trophy: second rouvl Ben¬ 
son and Hodges Cup: seroMnate 
1998 STAFF: J J Whitaker (captain), M T 
Brenson, C D Crowe. J M Doidn, A 
Hat*, SKrtiy.CC Lewis, DL Maddy. T 
J Mason, □ J Mlhs, A D Mutely, P A 
Nixon. J Oimond. P E Robinson, P V 
Simmons (overseas), B F Snath, □ I 
Stevens. I J SutdKe. V J Wtafe. P 
Whmease, 0 WDemaon. A WrighL 


D o not tush to put 
money on Glamorgan 
retaining the champion¬ 
ship. They have sustained 
two heavy losses since Sep¬ 
tember one was Morris, the 
rock on which mgny a 
mountainous Welsh total 
was built, the other Fletch¬ 
er, their Zimbabwean 
coach, who has derided to 
take a sabbatical. 

Efforts to replace Morris 
with a player of quality 
ended in failure and James, 
who scored more champ¬ 
ionship runs than anyone 
last year, starts die season 
uncertain as to his opening 
partner. 

As long as the batting 
comes up with the runs, the 


bowling should not let the 
side down. Cosker and 
Thomas have improved and 
Watkin. knees permitting, 
should remain probing. The 
key is the availability of 
Croft and Waqar Younis, 
the ace in the pack. 

Though probably still 
hard to beat over four days, 
Glamorgan may be less 
fireproof in the one-day 
competitions. 

1997: Britannic Assuranco champ¬ 
ionship: wires Axa Ufe Longue: 
13th. NalWest Trophy, sorn-finab. 
Benson aid H edges Cup: group 
stags 

1990 STAFF: M P Maynard fcsptaH,G 
P Butch*, D ACosfca. P ACottey. RD B 
Croft. A Dale, A P Davies. IDmcod.AW 
Evans, SP James. SP Jones. WL Law, 
O T Pawn. M J Rowel A D Shaw, S D 
Thomas. Waqar Younis (ovorenas). S L 
W«k»v 


L ancashire, who have not 
always been as good as 
they thought they were but 
are better than they looked 
in 1997, would be making a 
mistake to rely too heavily 
on Wasim Akrarru long 
their inspiration and now, 
finally, their captain. 

The county's reorganised 
executive may have acted 
shrewdly, then, in being the 
first to put their players on 
year-round contracts. It 
may focus the minds of 
underachievers on where 
their duties lie, though it 
comes too late for Gallian. 

Lancashire's prospects, of 
course, have beat enhanced 
by their two Test captains, 
Wasim and Atherton, losing 


office. Both should be 
fresher and full of enthusi¬ 
asm but Wasim^s fitness 
remains uncertain and he is 
running a benefit 
But if he can reinvigorate 
the new-baD bowling; if the 
Old Traffond pitches pos¬ 
sess life; if Crawley is avail¬ 
able and run-hungry; if 
Flintoff, Wood and Green 
fulfil their promise, then the 
old magic might just return. 

1997: BriUniic Assurance champ¬ 
ionship: lift. An Ufe- League: 3rd. 
NalWest Trophy second round. Ban- 
eon and Hedges Cup: poop stage. 
1999 STAFF: Wasim Akram (overseas, 
captan). M A Atherton. I 0 Austin. G 
Chappie. M J Chiton. J P Cratey. N H 
Raranxher. A FSntaO, r j Green, M E 
Harvey, J J Haynes. W K Heon, G 
Keedy, G D Uoyd. P C McKeown. p j 
Martin. P M Hdgeway. C Schofield, D J 
Shadfcxd, S P Ttohaid. M Wafatson. N 
T Wood, G Yates. 


D avid Boon’s mission to 
restore morale app¬ 
ears to be having die 
desired effect After one 
seasommder the neversay- 
die Tasmanian. Durham 
are talking of having turned 
a comer. 

Durham possess more 
talent than their results 
suggest but material im¬ 
provement requires the 
likes of Daley, Rosebery, 
Speak and Speight produc¬ 
ing the runs of which they 
are capable. Perhaps 
Gooch, as consultant and 
batting coach, will do for 
others what he did for 
Morris, who more than 
doubled his output last 
summer and, like Lewis 


and Boon, scared 1,000 first- 
class runs. 

Brown and Betts. Trojan 
and tyro, promise an effect¬ 
ive new-baB partnership 
but, unless Lugsden comes 
good, may lack support 
Foster may be overworked 
as an allrounder and Riff- 
lips is unlikely to rejuvenate 
the spin department A top- 
eight finish in any competi¬ 
tion would be some effort 

1997: Britannic Assurance champ¬ 
ionship: 171h. An Ufe League: 1751 
NalWest Trophy: lira round. Benson 
and Hedges Cup: group stage 
1999 STAFF: D C Boon (ovwsaaa. 
racial) M M Bens. J Boding. S J 
Brown, C L Campbell. P D CotSngwood. 
□ M Cox. J A Datey, MJ Foster, MAJ 

Gough, S Hutton, N Kitten, J j Lawts. S 

Lugsden, J E Morris. N C Philips. A 
West, M A Rosabeny. M J Saggers. J P 
Searie. N J Speak. M P Speight A 
Walker. J Wood 



E ven as they rebuild, 
Middlesex look a class 
act and any side containing 
Ramprakash, Gatting, 
Fraser and Tufnetl. plus a 
highly-rated overseas bats¬ 
man in Justin Linger, 
ought to be there or there¬ 
abouts in most things. 

The tests will be now the 
side adjusts to its first 
change of coach in 30 years 
— John Buchanan, a for¬ 
ward-thinking Queensland¬ 
er, has succeeded Don 
Bennett — and the England 
absences of Ramprakash. 

Much also depends on 
how tiie gifted youngsters 
progress. Shah faces his 
first full county season; 
Nash will probably play as 


a batsman while he waits to 
inherit Brown’s position be¬ 
hind the stumps; and 
Kettleborough, a new arriv¬ 
al from Yorkshire, has excit¬ 
ed great hope. 

An attack consisting of 
Hewitt, Fraser, Johnson 
andTufnell should not want 
for wickets. Fraser, though, 
may play little, but Bloom¬ 
field, who showed deceptive 
pace last year, could prove a 
c ap able replacement 

1997: Britannic Assuranca champ- 
iansNp: -flh. Axa Ufe League: 16Bi. 
NatWest Trophy: quarta tirots. Ben- 
eon and Hedges Cup: nrtxro stage 
1998 STAFF: M R fWrrSojsri rcaD- 


1998 STAFF: M R R^nnakash (cap- 
Kun).) N Etanchen. 7 F BkximfWO. K R 
Brown. K P Dutch. ARC Fraser. M W 
Gaffing. D J GoodehH. J P Hewitt R L 
Johnson. R A Kafitebctough, J L Longer 
tavarseas), □ C Nash, J CPooiey, U BA 
Rashd. O A Start. P C P Tubnl, P N 
Weekes 


\XT atching Nottingham- 
VV shire in the champ¬ 
ionship of late has required 
the patience of Job. but that 
may now change, lifted by 
coming within what the 
county believe was a hair’s- 
breadth of signing Wame, 
they went on a winter spree 
that brought them Gallian 
from Lancashire, Wharf 
from Yorkshire, Read from 
Gloucestershire and Strang 
as overseas player, 

Gallian and Strang 
should have an immediate 
impact and encourage John¬ 
son. the captain, to flunk 
positively, although the 
sight of Robinson and 
Gallian in partnership 
might further test the fideli¬ 


ty of supporters. But if the 
side are to win regularly 
again, they need the plat¬ 
forms for big totals. 

A last bowling attack is 
taking shape around Bow¬ 
en, Franks and Oram and it 
will be hoped that Strang 
brings out the best in AfzaaJ 
and Hindson’S spin. John¬ 
son would gratefully accept 
a top-eight finish in the 
championship; he will want 
more joy elsewhere. 

1997: B iria rdc Assurance champ¬ 
ionship: 13th. Axa Uc League: 12th 
NalWest Trophy: quafler-finate Ben- 
son and Hedges Clip; soup stage. 
1998 STAFF: P JOhraon (caplSi), U 
AfzaaL G F Archer. R T Bates. M N 
Boom, M P Cowman, K P Evans, P J 
Franks, J E R Gafan. N A Gie. J P Hurt. J 
E Hlnctacn. WN Noon, AROrem, PR 
Potent C M W Read i Riches. R T 
Robinson. P A Strang. C M Toley, L N P 
water. G E WWton, A G Whari. 


T wo mediocre seasons 
after the heart-stopping 
championship chase of 1995 
have driven Northampton¬ 
shire to drastic action. Bai¬ 
ley has been peremptorily 
ditched as captain after two 
years in favour of the gung- 
ho Curran and Malcolm, 
even at 35 among the most 
effective bowlers in county 
cricket expensively signed 
from Derbyshire. 

The plan was for Mal¬ 
colm to work in tandem 
with a top-dass overseas 
bowler. Reiffel would have 
been the perfect foil to 
Malcolm’s explosive meth¬ 
ods but he pulled out with 
weeks to go; his replace¬ 
ment. Rose, the promising 


Jamaican, is less experi¬ 
enced or accurate but 
should be an improvement 
on Mohammad Akram. 

But too many youngsters 
may have too much to do 
under Emburey. the coach: 
Sales and Alec Swann as 
batsmen. Snape and 
Graeme Swann as all- 
rounders and Davies and 
Brown as spinners. 

1897; Britannic Assurance ctiamp- 
tonsfip : 15th. Axa Ufe League: 8th. 
NalWest Trophy; second round Ban- 
son and Hedges C«Jp: semifinal. 

1998 STAFF: K M Crxran (captain). R J 
Batey. T M 0 BaBey. J A HeSi. S A J 
BowraH. 4 F Brown. D J Capal. M K 
Dates. A M Dobson, 0 Faien. K J 
kneu. M B Lays. R J Logon. □ E 
Matcokn, R R Montgomerie. A L 
Penbertty. 0 Hptey, D J Roberts, F A 
Rosa (overeaat). D J G Sales, J N 
Snaps, A J Swann, G P Swem, J P 
Taylor. T C Waton, R J Waxron 


T" 1 he only side except Dur- 
X ham to have finished in 
the bottom six of the champ¬ 
ionship every year since 
1993. The main reason has 
been their woeful bowling, 
so jettisoning Hayden in 
favour of a strike bowler — 
intended to be Kasprowia 
but now McLean, the St 
Vincentian. — is spot on. 

McLean may spend 
much time sharing the toll 
with three men — Connor. 
James and Hartley, who 
was acquired from York¬ 
shire along with the Morris 
brothers—with a combined 
age of 112 Renshaw may be 
younger but is raw and 
Udal. the off spinner, needs 
to rediscover his confidence. 


Stephenson may fill Ha 
den’s shoes and open wi 
Laney and they, along wi 
Smith. Stephenson’s sucoe 
sor as captain, must smoo 
the path for the youngste 
— White, Keech and Ke 
dalL All should benefit fro 
the advice of Haynes, wl 
joins Marshall on ti 
coaching staff. Only playir 
for pride come August 

A f®f ranc8 cteni 
Ufe League: IS 
second rrxxid Bs 
son and Hedges Cup: group st*je 
1998 STAFF: R A Smite (captan), A 
C A Connor, S Reft 
Coraway. T M Hansai P J Harttav K 

ML^ y Jn S ,^ mv ' HJH Loudon. N 

N Uakln - R 
Jteu, A D M^ratwihas, AC Moms. Z 
Monfe. S J Renshaw, L Savldera. J 
Soptanson. P R Whxater, G W Whits, 



I n paper, Surrey are the 


championship. Sadly for 
them, it is played on grass, 
where they have been bewff- 
deringly inconsistent It is 
the coming and going 
caused by England calls 
that does for them: they fare 
well in the knockout cups 
fielding settled sides. Expect 
them to do so again. 

This season, the disrup¬ 
tion has already begun. 
Unexpectedly, Gilbert has 
left as coach and Lewis as 
player, and Darren Bick- 
netl’s back may prevent him 
appearing at all. CDberfs 
replacement Medtycott left 
as a player with the yips- 


For a sustained champ¬ 
ionship challenge there 
needs to be a core of 
regulars who perform: both 
Hollioakes. Butcher. 
Brown. Ratdiffe. Martin 
Bicknell, Salisbury and 
Tudor. But England may 
pull some of them away to 
join Stewart and Thorpe in 
the Test side and injuries 
waylay others. It is a big 
ask. 

1997; Bftanrtc Assurance champ¬ 
ionship: Bte Axa Life League: Ste. 
NalWasi Trophy: second round. Ben- 
3on and Hedges Cup: wnnen. 

1998 STAFF.AJ HoOoate icaxanj. R 
M Amm, J N Baity. M A V Befi. J E 
Benprren, DJBdoiefl. M PEKcfcnefl. AO 
Brown, M A Butcher. B C Hate!®, J A 
Knott. Sar&te Mustaao fowraas). M W 
Paitaaon, J D Rsldttte. ID K Safebuy. 
Nartem Shahid, A J Sfewen. G P 
Thorpe. A JTucfW, I J Wj*L 




ri^v-wV 


P ossessed with perhaps 
the biggest hang-up of 
any county about their re¬ 
cent failure to win trophies. 
Last tasted success with the 
Benson and Hedges Cup in 
1987 and won few matches 
of consequence last year. 
Moxon, now director of 
coaching after retiring as 
player, has rightly made the 
search for the killer instinct 
his priority. 

It is hand to be sanguine, 
however. Lehmann is a fine, 
aggressive batsman and 
Byas^ approach is always 
positive, but few others 
suggest they possess the 
know-how to win matches 
regularly. The fitness and 


YORKSHIRE 


avaDability of Gough and 
White will be crucial. 

Too many promising 
players lose their way but a 
trimmer playing staff may 
focus minds. Unless 
Vaughan regains his pur¬ 
pose there may be a short¬ 
age of spin and with 
Hartley gone. Sidebottom, 
the left-arm fast bowler, 
could be the next youngster 
frying to match rave notices. 

1997: Mamie Assurance champ- 
torattp: Bh Axa Life Ua.- - lOih 
NaWast Trophy: quarto-1. ; • j*«n. 
son and Hodges Cup: quant* 


«tegn, g M HamEon, M J Hogganl. P 
M Hutchison. 0 Lehmann [overseas). A 
B Part* R j SdeboOtm C 6 
W sawrwood. R o StaTip, M P 
Vaughan. C Write. M j Wood 


13th WORCESTERSHIRE 


W ill do well to finish as 
high in the champion¬ 
ship as they did last year, 
when a late charge into 
third place owed much to a 
knack of trouncing the 
weakest sides. 

Since then, key figures 
have moved oa Curtis, who 
has retired, will be sorely 
missed as opener. 
Houghton, the knowledge¬ 
able and tough coach, has 
returned to his native Zim¬ 
babwe and Fearnley 
stepped down after 12 years 
as chairman. Houghton’S 
replacement is the untested 
Atftey, who will be support¬ 
ed by D’Oliveira. 

The bowling remains 


short of penetration, though 
rilingworth’s regular pres¬ 
ence would make a differ¬ 
ence. Only the much- 
improved Sheriyar claimed 
more than 35 champion¬ 
ships wickets last year and 
an attempt to acquire Mal¬ 
colm ended-in frustration. 
Newport must stay fit and 
Leatherdafe and Haynes 
continue to advance their 
all-round credentials. 

1997: Britannic Assurance champ¬ 
ionship! M Argun Leaguer. Oh 
NatWtat Trophy, raconrl round. Bon- 
son and Hates Cup group oaga 
1998 STAFF? T M Moody (captain, 
merstts). ON CattaralL RCDnwr. S W 
K EKsTG R Haynes GAWcRK 
fflrnworth. $ R La r r pft □ A 
Laateetctela. M MMirza. P JNaMxxt D 
Part. M J Rmrelay. S J Rhodas. A 
Etwriynr.VSSobrfd.KRSprtig.VY PC 
We3tan,AWyte- 



R ivalled Sussex for dis¬ 
cord and defeats last 
year — and at least the 
infighting at Hove was fin¬ 
ished before the season 
began. After Dean Jones 
walked out in June, the 
shenanigans at Derby nev¬ 
er abated, Adams and Mal¬ 
colm left. 

Ptoce appears to have 
broken out, but you can 
Tteyer be sure with Derby¬ 
shire. Eyebrows were raised 
at Cork’s appointment as 
captain but he could prove 
an inspiration. 

Hayhurst has taken con- 
fro of coaching but there is 

to W0I ^ t with. 
DeFreitas, Cork, Harris 


and Dean make 
seam and swing atti 
as usual there will 
spin. The totting i 
around Barnett, RoE 
Slater — Jones’s si 
as overseas player. 

Derbyshire wot 
eight matches again: 
ty opposition last yt 
Adams and Malcoln 
™,‘n most An 

1K&SB 
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Malcolm I ^~r ( 
and Rose — 

’hold key Adail 
for Curran / ” 


Pat Gibson meets Sussex’s costly and outspoken new captain 

Adams needs to give value for money 

..... . . _ -n* 1 A) I F=N •/ 




Bv h o Tennant 

A DAY without play at 
Fenner's did at least afford 
Kevin Curran, the new cap¬ 
tain of Northamptonshire, the 
opportunity to have another 
discussion with his players 
about his hopes and ambi¬ 
tions for the season. To a great 

extent, these depend on the 
fitness and effectiveness of 
Devon Malcolm and Frank- 
lyn Rose, the new opening 
attack. " 3 

Malcolm. 35. who left Der- 
i by shire last autumn, was at- 
" traded to Northamptonshire 
in part because his new-ball 
partner was to have been Paul 
Reiffel, of Australia. How¬ 
ever, he is having a shoulder 
operation and Curdy Am¬ 
brose, whom Curran would 
have liked, took the view that 
he would have no energy left 
for Test cricket if he returned 
to the county game. 

“So Cimly recommended 
Rose as the overseas bowler 
most likely to succeed in 
county cricket" Curran said. 
“He bowls a slightly fuller 
length than the majority of 
West Indians and swings the 
™ ball. He is also very fit and 
John Emburey, our coach, 
who watched him in the 
Caribbean, believes he can 
take in excess of 60 champion¬ 
ship wickets. 

“If he manages that and 
Devon achieves 75. as he did 
last year, then we are clearly 
going to bowl sides out i 
shall be discussing with our 
groundsmen the need to play 
on pitches which have a bit of 
bounce in them. We won't be 
helped by playing on flat 
surfaces." Curran said. 

“I did not know Devon well 
before he joined us on our 
pre-season tour of Zimbabwe. 
His whole attitude there was 
fantastic and he is a lot fitter 
than most people give him 
credit for. 1 told him that in 
the heat 1 did not want him to 
bowl too much, but he had a 
net for 40 minutes and then 
requested another one. 

“He wants to play as much 
as he can and sol shall look to 
him to take part in most of the 
marches, including the Sun¬ 
day League. At this stage of 
my career. 1 need to do more 
than bat and bowl and. hav¬ 
ing led Natal and Boland a 
few times. 1 am gready look¬ 
ing forward to taking on the 
captaincy." 


C hris Adams, who be¬ 
came the highest-paid 
English player in coun¬ 
ty cricket when he joined 
Sussex from Derbyshire ai die 
end of last season, has a ready 
answer for people who think 
that he is only at Hove for the 
money. Nottinghamshire, he 
says, offered him even more 
than the £200.000 that Sussex 
are reputed to be paying him 
over the next three years, but 
he turned them down. 

His reasons for doing so tell 
you much about the man. 
"Notts came in with a fantas¬ 
tic offer and 1 would belying if 
I said that J was not tempted." 
he said, “but J just felt that 1 
was not their Nol choice. 
They had already plumped for 
Jason Gallian and whatever 
they said to me after that i felt 
that 1 wanted to play some¬ 
where where they actually 
wanted me. 

“When 1 spoke to Tony 
Pigott the chief executive of 
Sussex, ft was very obvious 
that this was a dub desperate¬ 
ly in need of success, desper¬ 
ate to get the right people in 
the right kind of positions and 
everything felt right." 

On top of that, they were 
offering the captaincy and 
Adams admitted: “I would not 
have come if it had not been 
for that. It gave me the 
challenge I was looking for to 
fulfil the next stage of my 
career. 1 saw a club which had 
got as low as it could possibly 
get in the last two or three 
years and was in the process 
of being revolutionised and 
rebuilt The whole set-up 
seemed right for me to come 
here." 

Obviously he has a high 
opinion of his own worth and 
that was probably at the root 
of his problems with Derby¬ 
shire. which finally came to a 
head last summer when the 
Australians. Dean Jones and 
Les Stillman, captain and 
coach respectively. left the 
dub amid much acrimony 
and Adams found himself 
isolated in the dressing-room. 

“It was time to move on," he 
said “I just felt that 1 had done 
as much as I could do for them 
and for myself in those, cir¬ 
cumstances. 1 had reached a 
level where the only way I 
could continue at Derbyshire 
was by being captain. 

“I was offered the job, hut 1 
made it dear what would 
happen if I took it and the offer 
was retracted I felt that 




Adams, who has taken on greater responsibilities at county level, still hopes for an England chance 


certain players would leave if I 
was captain and 1 had a list of 
certain players who I did not 
want at the dub. Both groups 
would probably have been the 
same anyway." 

It says as much for the 
scarcity of batting talent in 
England as it does for 
Adams’s own ability that, 


when Derbyshire eventually 
agreed to let him go, there was 
such a scramble to sign him. 
After all. he had never played 
for England he had scored 
1.000 runs in a season only 
three times and his first-class 
average is a modest 36. yet he 
had oners from Warwickshire 
and Kent as well as Notting¬ 


hamshire and Sussex. “It was 
nice that so many clubs ex¬ 
pressed an interest in me and 
that obviously had an effect on 
die kind of contract 1 could 
command. I said initially that 
the one county 1 would really 
like to play for was Yorkshire 
and they were one of the few 
who did not come m. so you 


don’t always get your own 
way." 

Not that Adams is com¬ 
plaining. He has got just 
about everything else he want¬ 
ed. Ask him about his contract 
and he says: “It’s very nice, 
thank you. I did have a little 
chuckle about all the figures 
that were bandied about 


C Obviously 
he has a 
high opinion 
of his own 
worth? 


because it was quite interest¬ 
ing to see how much variation 
there was, but I'm not going to 
deny that I have got a very 
good package." 

What has surprised him is 
the resentment it seems to 
have stirred up in some quar¬ 
ters. “I am very aware that 
there are quite a few jealous 
people around." he said, "and 
that 1 cannot understand. I 
would have thought that what 
I have done is good for the 
other players. 

“Obviously players, espe¬ 
cially England players, are 
going to use me as an example 
and say: 'How come he’s paid 
more than 1 am. when he’s 
never played international 
cricket?* I would say: ‘By all 
means use me as an example 
to better yourselves, but don’t 
put me down.’ I think that 
clubs have got away with 
paying players poorly in the 
past and I nope this does some 
good." 

Now, of course, Adams has 
to prove that he can provide 
value for money. “When I first 
thought of leaving Derby¬ 
shire, I never had any captain¬ 
cy inclinations at all,” he said. 
“My sole ambition was to play 
for England and that is still 
my driving fence, but now I 
have 25 other people to think 
about and I’m enjoying every 
minute of it 

“It's something that 1 am 
hoping will benefit me in my 
own game now .that 1 am 
batting not just for myself but 
for the whole club." 
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Wame at 
risk of 
lengthy 
lay-off 

By Our Sports Staff 

SHANE WARNE said yester¬ 
day that he is resigned to 
undergoing a shoulder opera¬ 
tion tint could rule Mm out of 
a three-Test series in Pakistan 
later this year. 

Wame will play against 
India and New Zealand In a 
limited-overs tournament, 
which starts tomorrow in 
Sharjah, before returning 
home for exploratory surgery 
during the off-season. 

“Obviously it’s a last re¬ 
sort" he sakL"I don’t want an 
operation, but 111 have to 
have it Hopefully they will 
just need to scrape a few 
things out bnt I think it might 
be a bit worse: well just have 
to wait and see.” 

Wame sustained ligament 
damage in his right shoulder 
while fielding during a limit¬ 
ed-overs match against Zim¬ 
babwe in India on Saturday. 

Errol Alcott the Australia 
team physiotherapist, has 
said that Wame could be 
sidelined for more than four 
months if he has sustained 
tendon damage in the joint 

Australia are scheduled to 
play three Test matches dur¬ 
ing a tour of Pakistan be¬ 
tween late September and 
early November. 

Speaking in Dubai on his 
way to Shaijah. Wame said 
that the injury was preventing 
him from throwing the ball 
while fielding. “1 don't want 
to play the rest of my career 
not being able to bowl big leg 
breaks whenever 1 want and 
I want to be able to throw 
again," he said. 

Wame said that he had 
been troubled by shoulder 
soreness for the past 18 
months, a problem that has 
required regular physiothera¬ 
py. “It’s not ideal [playing in 
Sharjahj, but the shoulder has 
been sore for 18 months and 
this problem has just made it 
a bit worse." he said. 

“There is so much cricket 
these days, however, that you 
just have to put up with 
injuries unless they are so 
bad that you can't physically 
bowl." 

□ Ireland have selected Neil 
Johnson, a Sooth African who 
played for Leicestershire last 
season, as their overseas play¬ 
er for the Benson and Hedges 
Cup. Ireland have been 
drawn against Glamorgan, 
Essex, Middlesex and Sussex. 


Early start for endurance test 


AN EXCLUSIVE OFFER 


HI! A- ' TIMES 




WELCOME to the start of the 
1998 cricket season. If April 14 
seemed im season ally early, 
then that is because it was. 
Time was when there were 
few, if any, county matches in 
April; this year, there will 
■“Thave been 44 come May — 
and that does not include 
university engagements. It is 
not quite the earliest start to a 
season, though. In 1903, it 
began a day earlier than this 
and April 13 starts have reoc¬ 
curred several times since. 

The opening of the Britan¬ 
nic Assurance county champ¬ 
ionship tomorrow will be a 
record, however, beating by 
three days the start made in 
1989. This season could also be 
the longest in history if it lasts 
until its final scheduled day on 
September 20. That makes 156 
days from first to last. Whoev¬ 
er wins it will need stamina, if 
nothing else. 


EXTRA 
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New school ties 

The England and Wales 
Cricket Board (ECB) is doing 
its homework before setting 
up its national academy. The 
plans are being laid by Hugh 
Morris, the ECB’S new techni¬ 
cal director, and he has taken 
care to pick the brains of the 
man who set up the Australian 
model in Adelaide ten years 


ago. “I have had a couple of 
recent talks with Hugh," Jack 
Potter, the inaugural head 
coach of the revered hot-house 
in Adelaide, said. 

"There have been so many 
false starts that he is anxious 
that it should now be done 
correctly. We had all sorts of 
parochial problems to start 
with, with Fathers in Queens¬ 
land and New South Wales 
reluctant to send their sons to 
Adelaide. The ECB is very 
keen for the tiling to take off." 

Potter, 60, is in England 
again this summer, working 
as a freelance consultant in 
Oxfordshire, teaching his in¬ 
novative methods at schools to 
both pupils and masters. 
Among the gadgets he has 
brought with him are a har¬ 
ness to help bowlers keep their 
bodies in line at delivery and a 
ball hung on a fibreglass 
frame to encourage batsmen 
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to hit the ball straight Coach¬ 
ing a county. Potter said, 
would be “tiie ultimate". 

□ Two counties may have a 
vital edge over their rivals. 
Nottinghamshire and York¬ 
shire are rumoured to be the 
lucky sides drawn at random 
to test a high-tech videotape 
analysis system that enables 
them to study technique — 
their own and the opposi¬ 
tion’s. If the pilot scheme is a 
success, the ECB may give 
wider distribution to the 
system, which is devised by 
Castle Sport 0 Leisure. It has 
been used by David Lloyd, the 
England coach, for the past 
year. 

Worth an appeal 

One of the most important 
cricket grounds in the world 
will be restored to its former 
glory if an appeal, led by 
luminaries such as Sir Gar¬ 
field Sobers. Lord Cowdrey of 
Tonbridge, Richie Benaud. 
David Gower and John Ma¬ 
jor, achieves its aims. 

Broadhalfpenny Down at 
Hambledon. where the great 
players met to do battle in the 
second half of the 18th century 
but unused for most of the 
19th. wifi receive a magnifi¬ 
cent new pavilion, plus water 
and electricity supplies, next 
year if the Broadhatipenny 
Down Association succeeds in 
raising £100,000. The ground 
would be used to foster the 
game and support charities. 
The appeal is being organised 
by Peter Tuke (01730 825711). 

Spring roll 

Many people view the begin¬ 
ning of the cricket season as a 
sign that spring has sprung. 
Put some of them on the 
boundary's edge, let them 
smell freshly-cut grass and 
listen to the birds sing and 
they will be in seventh heaven. 

. To set them on their way, 
hoe is an XI worthy of gracing 
the most sylvan setting: M A 
Roseberry (Durham), A J 
Swann (Northamptonshire), A 
Dale (Glamorgan), T A 
Tweats (Derbyshire). R J War¬ 
ren (Northamptonshire). G D 
Rose (Somerset), P J Martin 
(Lancashire), R J Green (Lan¬ 
cashire). C E W Silverwood 
(Yorkshire), J P Hart (Nott¬ 
inghamshire), T F Bloomfield 
(Middlesex). Umpires, natu¬ 
rally, Bird and Shepherd. 

Father Times 


FREE TENNIS FOR 
EVERY READER 




yr: 

T oday The Times offers every reader 
the chance to enjoy a FREE tennis 
session at one of more than 70 
independent dubs across the country. 

The offer, which entitles you and a 
partner to FREE use of a tennis court 
for up to an hour, could save you as 
much as £15 and is valid until Saturday 
May 30,1998. A full list of participating 
dubs, many normally open only to 
members, appeared on Monday. 

HOW TO APPLY 
Book your session in advance and 
attach three differently numbered 
tokens from The Times , plus the token \ 

in this Sunday's Style section of The * 
Sunday Times, to the voucher to be f 
published again on Saturday. Present 
the voucher and tokens at the dub of 
your choice on the day of your visit 0 








TERMS AW) CONDITIONS 1 Your free visit must be 
booked In advance by telephone directly with one of 
the participating clubs quoting The Times offer. 2 Each 
voucher is only valid for two people making one free 
visit 3 No photocopies of tokens or vouchers wiD be 
accepted. 4 ThB offer is valid until Saturday May 30, 
1998, and is subject to avaBabiftty. 5 The offer cannot 
be used in conjunction with any other offer and entitles 
you to one visit to the club orrty. 6 Check at the time of 
. .. booking exactly what 

[THJ&gafeTIMESi 


FREE TENNIS 
TOKEN4 


b Included in the ofter 
as some sessions 
may vary in duration. 

Doubles may be 
available at the dub's 
discretion. 


BECKENHAM Beckenham Tennis & 
Cricket Club 0181-650 0266. 
BERKHAMSTED Berkhamsted LTD & 
Squash Racquets Club 01442 863303. 
BEXHILL-0N-SEA Gooden Beach Sports 
Club 01424 844810. BOGNOR REGIS 
Bognor LTC 01243 863695. BROMLEY 
Bromley LTC 0181-460 0936. 
CHICHESTER Chichester Lawn Tennis & 
Squash Club 01243 787269. CRAWLEY 
Copthome The Club 01342 715022. 
CROYDON Esporia Health & Racquets 
Club 0181 681 1331. GRAVESEND 
Gravesham LTC 01474 535411. 

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD National & 
International Tennis Academy 01442 
230234. HORSHAM Comptons TC 
01403 263734. LEWES The Southdown 
Chib 01273 480630. LONDON SE3 
Btackheath TC 0171-240 7206. 

LONDON SW13 Rocks Lane TC 0181- 
876 8330. LONDON W2 Carton Tennis 
& Health Club 0171-2861985. 

LONDON W3 Acton LTC 0181-995 
6215. LONDON W10 WOstway TC •' 
0181-969 0992. MAIDSTONE Ms 
Health & Fitness Club 01622 750007. 
NEWBURY Greenacre Leisure 01635 


41707. READING Hanover International 
Hotel & CM) 0118-9591885. 

SLOUGH Slough TC 01753 875587. 

ST ALBANS St Albans LTC 01727 
839085. TUNBRIDGE WELLS Tunbridge 
WeBs LTC 01892 525625. 

WELWYN GARDEN CITY Puma TC 
01707 331056. WEYBR1DGE 
St George's WH LTC 01932 843541. 
WORTHING The West Worthing Club 
01903 247270. 


BASINGSTOKE Maimydown TC 01256 
780212. BATH Bath TC 0976 354854. 
BODMIN Dragon Leisure Centre 01208 
75715. LYMIH6T0N Lymmgton TC 
01590 676236. RINGWOOD 
St Leonards & St Ives TC 01202 
874150. SALISBURY Salisbury TC 
01722 415089. WESTON-SUPER- 
MARE Weston TC 01934 513447. 


CARDIFF Canfiff LTC 01222 231216. 

NEWPORT Newport TC 01633 671800. 

RUTHIN Ruthin TC 01824 780254. 

LTC = Lawn Tennis Club 
TC = Tennis CJufa/Centre 


CHANGING TIMES 
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Joggers are deserting polluted city streets for rural settings 



The tranquillity and picturesque surroundings of trails such as Crawfordsburn Park are attracting hordes of former street pounders 


A re we doing enough 
to keep our sports¬ 
men off the streets? 
At this rime of the 
year, you might feel that you 
cannot move for Flocks of 
joggers tuning up for events 
such as the Flora London 
Marathon, pounding the 
pavements, the roads and the 
lanes of the land. Their slap¬ 
ping shoes will climax in a 
crescendo in ten days' time, 
when the streets will be shut to 
cars to let the runners strut 
their stuff for the television 


Runners dash to 


join country club 


cameras. 

But any exerciser, or would- 
be exerciser, who is daunted 
and baffled by the annual 
sight of thousands elbowing 
their way through sticky 
masses of exhausted bodies, 
will be relieved by a breath of 
fresh air coming out of Belfast 
today. 

In Crawfordsburn Country 
Park on the southern shores 
of Belfast Lough, a new run¬ 
ning trail is being unveiled — a 
place where you will be coaxed 
to escape the concrete jungle 
for the secluded peace and the 
gentle joys of the great out¬ 
doors. 

Trail running — simply 
padding through the country¬ 
side on footpaths with grass, 
sand or soil underfoot — is 
reckoned to be the fastest- 
growing sector in running at 
the moment and, like so many 
trends in physical fitness, it 
came out of the United States. 

There, the jogging boom of 
the 1970s inspired a generation 
to take to the streets in search 
of health and fitness — and to 
make fortunes for the manu¬ 
facturers of running shoes. 
The Americans pioneered the 
fun runs and the big city 


marathons, but, eventually, 
too many got sick of bashing 
endlessly round the block and 
started taking to the hills and 
forests for a different kind of 
running. 

Anyone who has shivered 
on a freezing, wet afternoon in 
a school cross-country race 
knows that there is nothing 
very new about off-road 
running. 

More than 130 years aga 
packs of rowers from the 
Thames Rowing Club were 
running the trails of Wimble¬ 
don Common to keep them¬ 
selves in shape and forming 
the world's first cross-country 
running club, the Thames 
Hare and Hounds, using 

paper chases to mark _ 

out their trails. 

Now the jay of such /! 
a simple activity, rein-. 
vented and re-labelled 
in the United States, is 
the latest trend in Brit¬ 
ain. The five-kilometre 
waymarked trail in 
Ulster, sponsored by Adidas 
and supported by Runner's 
World magazine, is one of a 
series of such projects aimed at 
changing the ethos of running. 

“If you ask any runner, at 
any level, to name a favourite 
run. no one describes a road 
run." Paul Magner. of Adidas 
UK, said. “Everyone’s favour¬ 
ite is a park or a path beside a 



wandering river — something 
relaxed and enjoyable. The 
trail concept captures this 
spirit and can motivate lapsed 
runners or runners who are 
completely new to the sport to 
get out info the open air and 
enjoy the freedom of the 
countryside." 


6 There are no barriers. 
All that is important 
is the will to run 9 


The trail tunning initiative 
was launched towards the end 
of last summer and Adidas 
made its first awards of up to 
Cl .000 last Christmas. The 
first marked trail run was in 
Newport, Gwent, and others 
will soon follow Belfast with 
trails in Kettering. Burton-an- 
Trent. Wells in Somerset and 
Bridgend. Wales. Of course. 


this should provide a steady 
stream of customers for 
Adidas’S specially-designed 
range of trail shoes, low cut 
and deep grooved, which sell 
for between £50 and E70. 

. Marketing aside, there is a 
general acceptance that trail 
running is a welcome trend if 
it gets exercisers away from 
the pollution and the dangers 
of city streets. 

“No-one needs convincing 
about the simple pleasure of 
running along a woodland 
trail, where the air is rich with 
scents and alive with sound." 
Steve Seaton, the editor of 
Runner's World, said. “The 
fact that it's also doing you 
good hardly seems relevant" 
Trail running may 
owe much of its new- 
o found popularity to a 

■y recent backlash, 

against organised, te¬ 
dious and often over- 
competitive activities, 
___ with exercisers turn¬ 
ing their backs on 
treadmills, high-tech gyms 
and leg-jarring road races in 
favour of more laid-back, 
away-from-it-all pursuits, 
such as mountain biking and 
forest running. 

“Competitive events — mar¬ 
athons to mini-marathons — 
were hugely popular in the 
1980s." Seaton said. “Just 
about every city in Britain had 
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Castro in shape to end 
long-running record 
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from 7:30pm tonight 



If Belayneh Dinsamo is plan¬ 
ning a celebration tomorrow, 
the athletics world at large will 
not be present The day marks 
the tenth anniversary of the 
Ethiopian’s marathon world 
record, now the oldest surviv¬ 
ing mark in any of the men’s 
Olympic running events. 
Where is he, though? 

"We have tried to find him 
and we know he is somewhere 
in Ethiopia, but we could not 
find him," Caroline Feith. a 
spokeswoman for the Rotter¬ 
dam Marathon, said yester¬ 
day. Given that Feith 
represents Haile Gebrselassie, 
the pride of Ethiopia, and has 
strong links with the national 
rederation there, her failure 
suggested only one thing: that 
Dinsamo is tucked away in a 
remote village. 

It was in Rotterdam that 
Dinsamo set his record and it 
is in Rotterdam that there is 
expectation of it being broken 
on Sunday. The organisers 
wanted Dinsamo present. Un¬ 
derstandably. they want every 
party balloon in place if Do¬ 
mingos Castro, of Portugal, 
succeeds in his attempt to 
reaffirm Rotterdam as the 
course for world records. 

Flora London Marathon 
officials will be waiting anx¬ 
iously for news. Seven days 
after Rotterdam, London puts 
on to its streets an elite field 
costing more than El million. 
The aim is one world record, if 
not two. What London does 
not want is for Tegla Loroupe. 
in the women’s rare, or Cas¬ 
tro. in the men’s, to narrow 
the goalposts by breaking 
those records a week too 
soon. 

In Rotterdam last year. 
Loroupe and Castro were each 
Imin Isec outside the world 
record. Now they are a year 
older, wiser and. in the case of 


By David Powell 

ATHLETICS CORRESPONDENT 


Castro certainly, fitter. Fif¬ 
teenth in the world cross 
country championships last 
year, in the month before 
Rotterdam, he was ninth four 
weeks ago. 

Castro has taken his own 
private pacemaker to Rotter¬ 
dam, though it is by no means 
a one-man race. Fabian 
Roncero. from Spain, was one 
place behind him in the world 
cross country race and ran a 
fast 10.000 metres on April 4. 
Eric Kimaiyo. from Kenya, 
seven months after recording 
2hr 7m in 43sec in Berlin, is 
also present 

Dinsamo has won Rotter¬ 
dam four times and any 
notion that he might have 
been too old to try for a fifth 
victory at 32 is nonsense. 
Castro is 34 and still has years 
ahead of him. 

Carlos Lopes, Castro’s coun¬ 
tryman, was 38 when he ran a 
world record of 2hr 7min IZsec 


in 1985. Those were the days 
when men’s marathon world 
records had a short life expec¬ 
tancy. The record was broken 
four times in the Eighties. 

Only a fool would have put 
money on Dinsamo’s record 
lasting. The late Eighties was 
a boom time for the marathon 
and, in the year Dinsamo set 
his world record, four men 
broke 2hr 8min. There has 
been a dearth of fast times in 
the Nineties, but now the event 
is picking up speed again at 
last. 

The 1996 rankings showed 
only six athletes within two 
minutes of the world record. 
Last year, however, there were 
21, 14 of them African. It is 
strange, then, that the record 
may now return into Euro¬ 
pean hands. 

“Castro feels he can do it on 
this course," Feith said, before 
expressing concern over the 
uncontrollable. "The weather 
in Rotterdam is not good at die 
moment, but the forecast for 
Sunday looks better." 
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Answers from page 4/ 

SEKERE 

(a) A Yoruba gourd-rattle. “The acrobatic dancers lour Hie Yoroba 
land. They have their beaters, and what they beat is called sekere. 
These are not drums, but gourds to which a number of cowries have 
been attached, so that they make a noise when shaken." 

STAUNTON 

(b) The name of Howard Staunton (1810-74). English chess-player 
and writer. Hence an eponym used attributivdy and absolutely to 
designate chessmen of a design now accepted as standard. The 
Staunton with its austere lack of pretention." 

TUAN 

to A master, a lord, formerly especially a European as spoken to or 
of by Malays. Frequently used as a file of respect or form of address 
■ sir or master. 

UNBEKUFEN 

(a) Touch wood! Id German ‘unauthorised, gratuitous". 


SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
i. Rh8*I Kxh& 2 Qh6+ Kg& 3. Bh7* Kh& 4. Bg6* Kgfc 5. Qg7 checkmate. 
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television choice 


Tests, lies and stethoscopes 


Doctors at Large 
BBC2, 9JOOpm 

it was a documentary soap long before the phrase 
was coined and an unforgettable piece of television 
for anybody around in I9S4. Doctors To Be 
followed ten students through medical schooljrorn 
selection board to final exams. A second senes in 
1992 caught up with them as junior doctors and 
now we meet them for a third rime as they take 
stock of their careers. For those meeting the medics 
for the first time, the first three programmes are by 
way of a recap and after that the series moves to the 
present day. The 14-year-oki material is still 
compelling, whether it is young Nick Hollings 
telling a whopping lie to the selection panel to cover 
up die fact that he has forgotten to b ring his 
photographs, the students being confronted with 
their first corpse for dissection or Sarah 
Holdsworth learning that for the first mne in her 
life she has failed an exam. 



Ben Elton returns (BBCl. 10.20) 


Horizon: The Curse of Vesuvius 
BBC2,930pm 

Two million people live in Naples and the 
surrounding towns, in easv reach of a potential 
killer. Admittedly Mount" Vesuvius has been 
dormant for 50 years and its last eruption 
produced only a handful of casualties. Admittedly, 
too, Vesuvius is still most famous for destroying 
Pompeii and thai was rather longer ago, in 79 BC. 
But the film quotes experts who insist that 
Vesuvius is not extinct and will erupt again. The 
questions engaging the scientists’ minds are when 
mis is likely to happen and what sort of eruption it 
will be: a slow-moving and survrv’able larva flow or 
the blistering mass of rod; and hot ash which 
smashed Pompeii and could kill millions. There 
are no simple answers, and you would not expecr 
them, but the excursion back m time to recreate the 
final days of Paoipeii is fascinating. 


the testimonies of victims, and their beatings seem 
all the worse for being provoked by such trivial acts 
as leaving the dumplings out of a casserole. The 
abuse does not stop with punches. One woman 
was forced to eat her meals off the floor and 
another had to ask her husband's permission logo 
to rive lavatory - . Many women are too scared to go 
to the jxilice for fear of yet another bearing. They . 
complain that when they do report incidents no 10 
effective action is taken, though some police forces 
have launched initiatives to deal with the problem. 


an annual race at one time, but 
the number of events has 
dropped drastically in the past 
few years. 

• “In trail running, there are 
no barriers to entry and no 
objective criteria for success or 
failure. Natural ability and 
speed are of no consequence. 
All that is important is five will 
to run." 

Seaton is convinced that the 
non-competitive ethos of trail 
running is one of its strongest 
attractions. “Because it has 
become so popular, we did a 
poll to see whether runners 
would be interested in pro¬ 
gressing to trail events and 
competitions," he said. “The 
answer was a resounding: 
'No.' It is more about recharg¬ 
ing your batteries while get¬ 
ting fit than running against 
the clock. Competition doesn't 
fit into the ethos." 

The underlying appeal of 
trail running, according to 
Magner, is as gentle as the 
surface underfoot “We see it 
as a leisure pursuit part of an 
integrated lifestyle." he said. 
“We have helped with the 
presentation of the Belfast 
project working with people 
in tourism, running clubs 
and even the local medical 
community. “We can see a 
time when local GPs might 
even prescribe some gentle 
jogging on one of these 
trails as a way to improve 
health." 

Doctors’ orders or not from 
this week the runners of 
Northern Ireland will at least 
have one place where they can 
replace the aggression of the 
streets with the tranquility of 
the trails. 


Dispatches 
Channel 4.9.00pm 

A two-part report on domestic violence by men 
against women reveals not only an appalling 
catalogue of brutality bin a widespread feeling that 
the police and the courts are giving women little 
protection. At the heart of tonight’s programme are 


The Ben Elton Show 
BBC1.1030pm 

Now p here is a funny thing, or at least we hope so 
(no preview tapes were available). Ben Elion is 
joined in his new series by none other than Ronnie 
Corbett, and the words chalk and cheese spring to 
mind. Both in their spheres are adept performers 
but nothing obviously connects Elton’s abrasive 
stand-up 'routines and Corbett’S gently 
meandering armchair monologues. But it may be 
that since nis lasr BBC show. The Man From 
Auntie. Elton has mellowed. He mentioned on his 
Face to Face interview that he was cutting down on 
swear words, while his sitcom The Thin Blue Line 
has hardly made the disgusted of Tunbridge Wells 
red with rage. The show also has a regular spot for, 
Roy and HG. the Australian comedians from the 1 

X advert, and for bands to feature their new 
sfcs. Peter Waymark 


RADIO CHOICE 


Blind Man on the Rampage 

Radio 4,9.30am 


This excellent series by Pater White, the BBC’s 
disability correspondent, has been offering some 
rare insights into what being blind really means, 
without ever acquiring the nuances of special 


without ever acquiring the nuances of special 
pleading. There is some pleading, and rightly so 
given some of society's attitudes to disability, knit 
the pleading always carries the reinforcement of 
evidence. Today, White tackles commuting. The 
white stick wtubh signals the arrival of a blind 
person to the seeing world becomes, for White and 
no doubc other blind people, as much a weapon as 
a guide and a warning. While teaches us a lesson 


a guide and a warning, white teacnes us a lesson 
or two about helping tne blind: apparently we are 
good at showing blind people to trains but we 


good at showing blind people to trains but we 
abandon diem mien they need to find a seat. 


Power and the Press 
Radio 4. S.OOpm 

There are a number of useful signposts for the 
Blair administration in this series, presented by 
Anthony Howard of The Times, though history 
suggests that most of them Mill be missed or 
ignored- Downing Street may wish to take partic¬ 
ular note of tonight’s programme, which covers the 
1960s and 1970s. thus incorporating the last rime 
Britain had a Labour administration. Harold 
Wilson. Prime Minister (1964-70 /1974-76), 
thought he understood the press and indeed was 
on good terms with Fleet Street in the early days. 

But it was all to end in tears and recrimination. 
Edward Heath (1970-74) was more consistent: he 
disliked the press at the start and disliked it just as & 
much, if not even more, by the end.Peter Barnard « 


WORLD SERVICE 


620am Kav*n Greening and Zo& 5al 94)0 Chris Moytes 1220 
Jo Whfley. indudes 1220pra Newsbeat ZOO Mark Radcfctfe 
4.00 Dave Pearce Includes i45 Nemsbeat 830 The Evenng 
Session 830 Live Musk Update 8.40 John Peel 10.30 
Breezebfock on Tour. Mary Anne Hobbs visits Seffasf 1 20am 
Blue Jam 2.00 Charlie Jordan 4.00 CSve Warren 


620em Sarah Kennedy 730 Wake Up to Wogan 930 Ken 
Bruce 11 JO Jimmy Young 1.30pm Debbie Thrower 3M Ed 
Stewart 5.05 John Dunn 7.00 David Allan's Courtly Club 800 
Pam Jones 920 The Deniece Wiffiams Show 920 The News 
Huddines 10.00 Take it from Hera irt 1020 Richard AKnson 
12.05am Sieve Madden 3.00 Aiex Lester 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


6.00amThe Breakfast Programme 920 Nicky Campbel 12.00 
Midday with Matr ZOOpm Ruscoe on Rw 400 Nationwide 
7 jQ 0 News Extra 7.30 The Thursday Match. Chelsea v Vicenza 
Commentary trom Stamford Bridge of the Cup Winners' Cup 
semt-ffoal. second leg 830 Sponshop 10.00 Late Night Live 
1.00am Up AJI Night 5.00 Morning Reports 


7-00am News 7.30 Matldfan Books 800 News 815 Oft the 
Shelf830 Composer of the Month 920 News, f&48anty|News 
in German 9.10 Pause tor Thought 9.15 Performance 9.30 
Blues World 10.00 News 1025 WOrid Business Report 10.15 
History Today 1830 Network 10.45 Sports Roundtp 11.00 
Newsdesk 11 JO Dractwery 12.00 Newsdesk 1230pm The 
Leemng World 12.45 Prom Our Own Correspondent 1.00 
News, (648 only) News 'r» German 1.05 World Business Report 
1.15 Britain Today 1.30 Record News 1.46 Sports fiouxlup 
2J00 Newshour 3.00 Nevre 3.05 Outlook 3.30 Mulhtiack X- 
Press 4j00 News 4.05 Sports Roundup 4.15 Wes [way 4 JO 
The Vintage Chart Show; (648 only) News in German 5.00 
Europe Today 520 World Busfoess Report 845 Britain Today 
6-00 Nows 815 Insight 620 Record News; (643 only} News in 
German 845 Sports Roundup 7-00 Newsdesk 730 
Assignment 800 News Summary 801 Outlook 825 Pause for 
Thought 820 John Peel 9.00 Newshov 10.00 News 10.05 
world Business Report 10.15 Briiain Today 10-30 MencSai 
Books 11-00 Newsdesk 1120 fosghl 11.45 Sports Roundup 
12.00 News 1225am Outlook 1220 John Peel 120 
Newsdesk 120 Westway 1.45 Britain Today 220 Newsdesk 
220 Composer of the Month 3.00 Newsday 320 Fccus an 
Faith 420 News 425 World Business Report 4.15 Sports 
Roundup 420 The World Today 


CLASSIC FM 


VIRGIN RADIO 


520am Jeremy Clark 720 The Chris Evans Breakfast Show 
1020 Russ Wtfiams 1.00pm Mark Forrest 420 Robin Banks 
720 (FM) Paul Coyle (AM) Ray Cokes 1020 Gafrnln Jones 
220cm Mark Cofins 


TALK RADIO 


820am Kirsty Young wtlh BA Overton 920 Scott Chisholm 
1220 Lorraine Kelly 220pm Tommy Boyd 420 Peter Deefey 
7.00 Anna Raeburn 920 James Whale 1.00am Ian Coflms 
520 The Early Show 


820am Efreefcfast with Baitey 820 Henry KeSy Michael Barry 
prepares saufo of rabbit with pnres. Pius, the Record ot the 
Week 1220 Lunchdme Requests. Jane Jones ntraduces 
Ssteners' lavounte music ZOOpm Concerto Telemann 
(Concerto foE major tor oboe. Hue and viola) 320Jamie Cnr* a 
Includes Continuous Classics and Allemoon Romance 620 yr 
NewsnighL The latest head&ws and sport updales 7.00 
Smooth Classics at Seven with John Banning 920 Evening 
Concert. Gershwin (Soccrtd Rhapsody ter Piano and 
Orchestra): Milhaud (la Creation du Monde): John Adams 
(Foxtrot. The Chairman Dances): Pets* Maxwell Davies (Suite 
trom The Boytnend): Bemslen {Fancy Reel 11.00 Michael 
Mappin 220am Concerto (r) 320 Mark Griffiths 


620am On AJr, with Petroc Trefawny. Indudes reaction 
to a new Royal Shakespeare Company production 
at the Pit in the Barbican Centre, London. Plus 
Gershwin (Cuban Overture); Schubert (Gretchen 
am Spinnracie} 

920 Mas tar woi to, with Peter Hobday. Brahms (Six 
Pieces): Bntten (Cantide No 4: Tne Journey of the 
Magi); Detius (Brigg Fait): Mozart (Piano Concerto 
No 20 m D minor) 

1020 Artist of the Week: Vladimir Ashkenazy 
1120 Sound Stories: Patronage, wilh Donald 

Madeod. Indudes Haydn (Philemon and Baucis) 
performed by the Vienna Haydn Sintonietta under 
Manfred Hubs; Haydn (Symphony No 60 in C. II 
ckstratlo) performed by tne Rrihamnonia 
Hurtgarlca wider An la) Dorati: Boccherini (String 
Quartet in E) performed by l Music! 

1220 Composer of the Week: Weber 
1.00pm The Radio 3 Lunchtime Concert. Penny 
Gore introduces the second of six concerts of 
French music given last year in the Church of St 
Giles. Cnppiegate. London. Pamela Helen 
Stephen, mezzo. City of London Stnfonia under 
Richard Hictax. CanfeJoube (Chut, Chut 
PastoureUe; Coucut, Songs of the Auvergne); 

Ravel (Deux Melodies Hebraiquas); Dutffeux (Les 
Citations); Milhaud (Le Boeuf sur le Toil) 

220 The BBC Orchestras. BBC National Orchestra of 
Wales under Gram Uewellyn and TadaaU Otaka. 
with Olrvier Chariier. viofin. Mozart (Overture: Cosi 
fan tutte): Britten (Four Sea Interludes. Peter 
Grimes): Mendetesohn (Violin Concerto in E 


minor); Grace Williams (Sea Sketches): Brahms 
(Symphony No 4 m E minor) 

420 Tne nano, with Piers Lane (r) 

^ Opera. Bad Opera, with John Sessions 
520 In Tune. Sean Rafferty talks to Gottfried Wagner, 
the great-grandson ol the composer 
7-30 Performance on 3: Beethoven the 

Revolutionary. The BBC Scottish Symphony 
Orchestra and cfuel conductor Qsmo Van ska 

continue Irierr Beethoven symphony cycle. 

Presented py Geoffrey Baskandle in conversation 
with Vanska and Jonathan Del Mar. With Atece* 
Lutxmov. pjano. Beethoven (Symphony No 4 in B 
rc^HCfcrto tor piano, wind, bmpani 
^•ddouble basses); Weber (Symphony); 

„ ™ jfeff 10 ** 1 ( Symphony No 5 in C minor) 

920 Postscript Boxing Clever, with James Baker, 

Sammartin., perfoS^I 
Giavanl rt Nuova Camemstica under Daniete 
r&rran 

10-00 LuCie Ske *P' n 9 "Hnxtuces 

10-45 A^disSS tte book 

1120 n^^ feps ' ** jDfl Tume y 

11,30 0| 9ty Fatrweather traces the 

negraoed American heritage of West Coast 
tiwlitional jazz trom 1940 to the present day 

The Scariattlsli) 
120ami Through the Night, with Donald Macteod 


620am Today. Includes 625. 725 Weather 725, 
825 Sports News 725 Thought for the Day 
920 The Candidate, with Jonathan Drmbteby 
920 Blind Man on the Rampage. See Choice (2/5) 
9-45 (FM) The Justice Game (4/5) 

9-45 (LW) Dally Sendee 
1020 News; Woman’s Hour, with Jennl Murray 
11.00 News; Crossing Continents. Mend Beattie 

reports from St Petersburg on the attempts to find 
homes lor the 600.1X10 Russian in stale care 
11-30 My Unde Freddie. Aiex Ferguson's award- 

winrvng comedy starring Sham RrendergasL Alex 
Femuaan and Gareth Brown ( 2 / 8 ) 

1220 (FM) News; You and Yours 1227pm Weather 
1220 (LW) News Headlines; Shipping Forecast 
120 Tha World at One. with Nick Clarke 

1.30 Hidden Treasures. Lars Tharp Introduces the 
light-hearted antiques quiz from Harewood House 
in West Yorkshire 

220 The Archers (r) 

2.15 Afternoon Play: Tito Monkey Bin, by Bob 

Sherman. Actors gather in Los Angeles lor casting 
sessions. With Wuliam Hootkms, Stefan Dennis 
and James Lauenson 

320 News; Call You and Yours: 0171 550 4444 

3.30 A Feast lor the Eyes Kathleen Griffin takes a 
look at food in art through foe centuries 

3.45 Wtfflam the Great, by Rchal Crompton 14/51 
4JJ0 News; Word of Mouth. Michael Rosen explores 
the art oflhe bridegroom's Messing 
430 Tlw Material Worn, with Trevor Ftm&ps 
520 PM, with Clare Engfeh and Charlie Lee-Potter 


620 nSJS k ® 7 w «.fheT 

Ga *iie- Andy Hamilton's 
hKs Starnri 9 James Grout, Jimmy 

Montagu. 

720 5 3 Satan ( 2 / 6 ) (r) 

f? hBrs 7 - 15 Trie Front Flow 
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Cultivating green fingers from light fingers 


T he notion of the manicured 
English garden as taking a 
leading role in the fight 
against crime, disorder, vandal¬ 
ism. untidyness and general 
mucking about may seem alien to 
people brought up on conventional 
solutions to conventional prob¬ 
lems. but to Patrick Collins a titty 
garden is step one on the long haul 
to a tidy life. And who among us 
will protest that he is wrong? 

Funny you should ask: “My 
ideal garden is concrete painted 
green" announced one of the 
tenants on the somewhat dishev¬ 
elled Penn ines council estate fea¬ 
tured in Modern Times: The 
Garden (BBC 2) last night. Green 
concrete is an idea so far disgrace¬ 
fully ignored by Alan 'Htdimarsh. 
but no doubt he will get around to 
it Meanwhile, Collins is the estate 
management officer who has been 
handed the task of tidying up the 
estate, or rather persuading the 
occupants that they ought to tidy 


up the estate, in particular their 
overgrown gardens: "The mini¬ 
mum standard required.” says a 
letter to the tenants, “is grass cut to 
ground level and no rubbish in the 
garden." 

This does not sound like a 
Draconian imposition but many 
and varied are the social stresses 
standing in the way of tidiness. 
Among the problems suffered by 
residents of the estate is a high 
level of unemployment, so it might 
be thought that large numbers of. 
tenants would be itching to get to 
work with a lawnmower and a 
pair of pruning shears. 

“There's a classic," Collins said, 
cheerfully, pointing at what might 
once have been grass, "if you like 
dock leaves”- But there were 
practical difficulties even for will¬ 
ing hands: how does one mow half 
a ton of rubble? What is the likely 
effert of pruning shears on a 
rusting car bumper? Collins knew 
the answer, an incentive would do 


the trick. He would organise a best 
kept garden competition. 

There were objections, largely 
from people who had not read 
their tenancy agreements: they 
thought the council ought to mow 
their lawns. And there was third- 
party interference: keen gardeners 
complained that their creations 
were being ruined by kids lobbing 
bricks over their fences. It is an 
oddity of human nature that when 
children are "bored", they do not 
sit down and invent a new type of 
wheelchair for the disabled. They 
invent a stronger catapult so that 
larger bricks can penetrate win¬ 
dows from a greater distance. 

O f course there were plenty 
of willing participants in 
the competition and no 
shortage of enthusiasm for the 
efforts made by Collins, one of the 
unsung heroes of local govern¬ 
ment. “He’s young, but he's good," 
one woman on the estate an- 



Peter 

Barnard 


nounced. The competition winner 
emerged as favourite early on; not 
only did he have a lot of plants and 
no scrap metal, he also had a pond 
so big it probably appears on 
satellite photographs. 

Dixon had a plaque run up and 
the mayor arrived to present iL 
Children gathered in the street A 
shiny Iimo meets bored children. 
Ooops. They climbed over it they 
climbed into it there was a tinkle 


of breaking glass, the car's alarm 
went off ... you wondered if 
Dixon's next task is 10 set the estate 
children’s feet in concrete and re- 
assign them as garden gnomes. 

Mention of garden gnomes 
somehow conjures a vision of 
Frank Dobson, the Secretary of 
State for Health, who could im¬ 
prove his popularity rating by 
sending for a copy of last night’s 
Health Alert (Channel 4). This 
edition looked at first like a 
seasonal reminder of the perils of 
hay fever, which afflicts some nine 
million people in Britain and has 
nothing to do with hay. But about 
halfway through Mr Dobson, if 
watching, should have started 
scratching his ample beard. 

There is relief from hay fever. At 
least, there is relief from hay fever 
for many of its sufferers, particu¬ 
larly if they happen to live in 
Germany and other countries. The 
relief, in the form of immunothera¬ 
py. was developed in Britain some 


40 years ago but was banned 
because, in a very few cases, there 
was an allergic response: about a 
dozen people died. But, adminis¬ 
tered in proper clinics in conjunc¬ 
tion with allergy testing, modem 
immunotherapy could save “hun¬ 
dreds of thousands” of sufferers 
from hay fever, according to one 
specalist in the programme. 

P roper clinics? Berlin has 
several, including one that is 
vast and modem. London 
has erne, tucked away at the 
London Chest Hospital behind 
some Fortakabins. Germany has 
4.000 allergy specialists; Britain 
has ISO and only they can provide 
immunotherapy. But of 50 GPs 
polled by Channel 4, most did not 
even know immunotherapy was 
available in the UK. So here is 
something Mr Dobson can do 
something about now, this morn¬ 
ing. before lunch. Millions would 
be grateful, but they should not 


hold their breath, even if they 
could. 

And so to what an old friend 
calls “that thing under the bonnet, 
yknow, the wosname..Engine? 
“That's iL the engine". Tomor¬ 
row's World (BBC 1) had an hem 
about a revolutionary lump of 
machinery that replaces two exist¬ 
ing lumps — the starter motor and 
the alternator — enabling cars to 
be more reliable and saving fuel: 
this gizmo automatically switches 
off the car engine when the car 
stops at a traffic light, for example. 
The Germans invented it and the 
French, specifically Citroen, are 
providing the software. 

This sounds like a splendid idea 
and 1 look forward to seeing it 
being tried out. in someone else*s 
car. sometime in the next few 
years. Perhaps it will be as 
successful as the last great Franco- 
German collaboration. Now what 
was that called? Yes. I rememlw: 
the common agricultural policy. 
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6 . 00 am Business Breakfast (46871) 

7J00 BBC Breakfast News (T) (96245) 

9.00 Good Living Jane Asher with meat 
sauce recipes (9974516) 

9.25 KHroy (T) (4262852) 

*10.05 Style Challenge Two women labelled 
dumb blondes (7573719) 

10.30 Cant Cook, Wont Cook fO (5644622) 
10.55 The Really Useful Show (T) (9370239) 

11.35 The General Health advice with Chris 
Serte, Yvette Fielding and Heather Mills 
(4096500) 

12.00 News (7) (2520719) 

12.05pm The Entert ainm ent Game (3732852) 
1Z35 Wipeout Bob Monkhouse hosts the quiz 
(6893644) 

1.00 One O’clock News (T) (99332) 

1.30 Regional News (T) (77990351) 

1.40 The Weather Show (64461581) 

1.45 Neighbours Harold finds it increasingly 
drffcurt to keep the truth under wraps and 
Ben blows his top (T) (92937535) 

2.10 Ironside (r) (9271264) 

3.00 Lion Country A vet is called in to treat 
iguanas suffering from a mystery illness 
I) (85001 

3^0 Piaydays (1300158) 3£0 The Litllest Pet 
• Shop (9436142) 4.00 Dennis the Menace 
(3576210) 4.25 Julia Jekyll and Harriet 
Hyde (7376177) 4.40 Goosebumps 
(4129429) 

5.00 Newsround (T) (5681264) 

5.10 No Sweat The band get caught up with 
bungling bank robbers on the way to the 
TO 7F studios (T) (1926005) 

5.35 Neighbours (r) (T) (805516) 

6.00 Six O'clock News (T) (535) 

6 JO Regional News (T) (887) 

7.00 Watchdog: On the House New series. 
Sankha Guha and Anne McKevitt 
discover what it's like to live next door to a 
superstar; assembling fiat-pack funsture 
against die dock (8451) • 

7.30 EastEnders The amateur thespians 
prepare to take to the stage (I) (871) 

8.00 Animal Hospital A fox cub's games on a 
lootball pitch leave her entangled in the 
net and in need of assistance (T) (9429) 

8.30 Keeping Mum New series of the comedy 
about an elderly woman living with her 
son and his family (1264) 

9.00 Nine O’clock News (T) and weather 
(8158) 

9 JO Silent Witness A string oi oHences 
suggests a chugs war has broken out or a 
v, vigilante is on the loose, but Sam is 
.? convinced personal tragedy lies behind 
the crime wave (2/2) (T) (148993) 
lQ-20gg55Sgj Tha Ben Elton Show New 
Esnr'fffta series, with Ronnie Corbett, 
Aussie double-act Roy and HG, and 
guest bands (126968) 

10.50 Freejack (1992) Time-travel adventure, 
starring Emilio Estevez, Mick Jagger, 
Rene Russo and Anthony Hopkins. A 
racing driver involved m a serious pile-up 
wakes from a coma to find he’s been 
propelled into the future. Directed by 
Geoff Murphy (27951622) 12.30am 
Weather (4274543) 

12.35 BBC News 24 




MdBoPIU8+ and the Video HusCodea 
Tha numbers next to each TV programme 
listing are Video PlusCode” numbers, which 
allow you to programme your video recorder 
Instantly with a VkleoP1us+“ handset Tap In 
the Video PlusCode for the programme you 
wish to record. Vkteopfus+ (*), Pkacode ( ) 
and Video Programmer are trademarks of 
Qemstar Development Lid. 


6.1 Oam Clean Getaway (3170559) 635 
Rghttog Rust in You- Car (6084784) 

7.00 Tetetubbles (r) (2864055) 735 Skippy (r) 
730 Kwicky Koala 8.10 Blue Peter (r) (T) 
(5340041) 835 Yagfs Treasure Hunt (r) 
(4576516) 9.00 Actw8 (r) (T) (63577) 

930 Sweet Valley High (r) (3616516) 950 
Phflbert the Frog (r) (1735500) 1030 
TeJetubbies (86326) 

1030The Boatniks (1970) An accident-prone 

coastguard sets out to prove Ns worth by 
collaring three notorious jewel thieves. 
Disney adventure, with Robert Morse. Phil 
Silvers and Stefanie Powers. Directed by 
Norman Tokar (86444061) 

12.05pm Wonders of the World (r) (3830429) 
1230 Working Lunch (49264) 130 The 
Family Ness (61385719) 1.05 Tales of the 
Tooth Fairies (61377790) 1.10 The Art 
and Antiques Hour (r) (5038697) 2.10 
Picture This (30404968) 2.40 News (T) 
(9330595) 2-45 Anyone lor Tennis? (r) 
(4641142) 3.25 News 01(2173210) 330 
Geoff Hamilton's Cottage Gardens (r) 
(993) 

4.00 Real Rooms (r) (3574852) 435 Ready, 
Steady. Cook (3584239) 433 World Book 
day (1775264) 435 Esther Townies and 
County Dwellers (1062564) 530 Today's 
the Day (264) , 

6.00 Star TYek: Voyager The crew race to the 
rescue of a ship they believe to be in 
distress, but discover it is actually a mirror 
image of the Voyager (r) (T) (147061) 

6.45 Third Rock from the Sun Dick embarks 
on a mission to improve neighbourly 
relations (T) (137500) 

7.10 Ancient Voices (r) (985603) 

8.00 Ground Force Revamping the gardens 
around a watermfll (r) (T) (7871) WALES: 
Cane's Classics 

830Top Gear The remodelled Mazda MX-5; 
Nascar racing (1) (9806) 

9.00 Doctors at Large New 

documentary following the 
progress of trainee doctors (T) (6500) . 



Victim of Vesuvius (930pm) 


930 Mtjas s Horizon Geologists' attempts 
mSSBmio gain a more accurate 
Insight into the volcanic eruption which 
destroyed the Roman city of Pompeii (T) 
(146535) • 

1030 Trade Secrets Professional 
photographers (T) (266210) 

1030 Newsnfght (7) (255697) 

11.15 TX III The murder of photographer 
Sharon Chazan (863245) 

12.05am Ren and Stimpy (r) (T) (1590253) 
1235 Weather (4855456) 

1230 Learning Zone: Insights into Violence 
(96543) 1.00 Whose Body? (32494) 130 
Talking About Care (47814) 2.00 History 
1 (82123) 430 Teaching Film and Media 
(17746) 430 Film Education (20659) 
530 Teacher Training (90920) 530 
Teaching Today Special 2 (8716185) 


6.00am GMTV (1442993) 

9-25 Batman (9988719) 930 Bugs Bunny (r) 
(8684413) 1030 News (8991993) 

1035 Regional News (8990264) 

1030 The Last Starfighter (1984) Sci-fi 

M fantasy with Lance Guest, Robert Preston 
and Dan O'Herlihy Directed tty Nick 
Castle (T) (63780239) 

1230pm Regional News (2527622) 

12.30 Tty News (T) and weather (38790) 

1.00 Shortfand Street (11500) 130 Home 
and Away (T) (35061) 2.00 The Jerry 
Springer Show (T) (5499332) 2.45 Waffle 
(T) (233036) 3.15 News (f) (2171852) 
330 Regional News (T) (2274993) 

335 Potamus Park (r) (2264516) 335 
Wizadora (r) (6539156) 3.45 Paddington 
Bear (r) (9513245) 330 Sooty and Co (i) 
(I) (1226142) 4.15 Mike and Angelo (r) 
(T) (2243974) 435 Cartoon Time 
(2933968) 4-45 Timmy Towers Special 
(T) (8596968) 

5.10 A Country Practice (1767245) 

5.40 News (T) and weather (704446) 

6.00 Home and Away (r) (T) (526790) 

635 WALES: Wales Tonight (T) (222871) 
635 HTV Weather (151055) 

630 The West Tonight (T) (555) 

7.00 Emmefriale (T) (8177) 

730 WALES: Wales This Week (239) 

7303-D Investigating the crimes surrounding 
Britan's booming business (T) (239) 

8.00 The Bill Quinlan and Ackland are in lor a 
shock (T) (1697) 



Presenter Trevor McDonald (830pm) 

830 Undercover Customs New series of 
real-life smuggling stories following the 
work of customs officers (T) (6332) 

9.00 Oktober (3/3) Harper and Linda find the 
body of Dr Franks in a staged suicide, 
and Harper uses the dead man's ID to try 
to disrupt a medical symposium (T) 
(2245) 

10.00 News at Ten (T) and weather (18805) 

1030 Regional News (T) (467535) 

10.40 WALES: The Ferret (327177) 

10.40 Vintage Monte (T) (327177) 

11.10 WALES: Barry Welsh Is Coming 
(724852) 

11.10 The West TMa Week (724852) 

11.40 WALES: 3-D (T) (235158) 

11.40 The Guest Us* (T) (235158) 

12.10am Tales from the Crypt (1508272) 

12.40 The Jerry Springer Show (3198017) 

1.15 Nash Bridges (r) (883140) 

2.15 Planet Mirth (i) (8815098) 

2.40 The Chart Show (r) (7269098) 

335 3-D (T) (24088920) 

4.05 Cybernet (44143104) 

430ITV Nightscreen (85456) 

530 News (46036) 


CENTRAL 


As HTV West except: 

1.00pm A Country Practice (11500) 

130 The Jerry Springer Show (5499332) 

5.10-5.40 Shortland Street (1767245) 
635 Central News (438581) 

<1040 Late Tackle (887451) 

11.40 Puffing Power (235158) 

12.10am World Cup Bloopers (4880758) 

12.40 The Jerry Springer Show (3188630) 
130 Not Fade Away (9933562) 

235 Box Office America (8839678) 

230 War of the Worlds (1851630) 

3.40 3-D (24064340) 

4.0S Eastern Mix (44143104) 

430 Central Jobfinder *98 (5792104) 
530 Aslan Eye (4304611) 




As HTV West except: 

12.15pm Westoountry News (6630852) 
130 Make 'Em Laugh (11500) 

130 The Jerry Springer Show (5499332) 

5.10-530 Home and Away (1767245) 
630-7.00 Westoountry Live (46581) 
1030 Westoountry News (458887) 

10.45 The Great Escape (283429) 

11.15 On the Moor (100142) 

11.45 Midnight Caller (294871) 


As HTV West except 

5.10-540 Home and Away (1767245) 

6.00 Meridian Tonight (603) 

630-730 Grass Roots (555) 

1030 Meridian News and Weather (458867) 
1045 FILM: Caddyshack II (10227719) 
5.00am Freescreen (94746) 
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As HTV West except 
130-130 Surprise Chefs (11500) 

5.10-540 Shortland Street (1767246) 
635 Anglia News (438581) 

635-730 What’S On (753897) 

1040 Cover Story (327177) 

11.10 Signs and Wonders (724852) 
1140 Midnight Caller (304697) 


mm 

r,.?. j „ «asea^dMiiSifeSgag r -l ,i°; : i jJabsil 


Starts: 730am The Bigger Breakfast (16055) 
930 Moesha (4950413) 935 Secret World of 
Alex Mack (B956606) 10.10 Saved by the Bed 
(7579993) 1040 City Guys (5550239) 11.10 
Madison (5550535) 1140 The Bigger 
Breakfast (2124697) 12.00pm Ridd Lake 
(15719) 1230 Sesame Street (34332) 1.00 
Slot Meflhrin (63094055) 1.15 Sam Tan 
(63082210) 1.30 The City (92925790) 135 
Racing (80823446) 4.00 Fffleen-to-One (968) 
430 Countdown (852) 530 5 Pump (3055) 
5301 Dream of Jeannle (332) 

630 Nowyddton 6 (802142) 

6.10 Heno (152993) 

730 Pobot y Cwn (736055) 

735 Tafwm Y Befarid (246351) 
a 00 Pton H Duw? (9239) 

830 Newyddlon (4974) 

930 Cocfi Stem (967041) 

9.45 Short and Cutties (950852) 

10.00 Brookslde (284429) 

1035 First on Four (326446) 

,1135 Hilt The Hot Spot (18642528) 

135am Dispatches (3775369) 

2.15 DEwedd (16415901) 


CHANNEL 


730am The Bigger Breakfast (16055) 

9.00 Moesha (4950413) 935 The Secret 
World 01 Alex Mack (8956606) 10.10 
Sawed by the Bed: The New Class 
(7579993) 10.40 City Guys (5633516) 
1135 Madison (5551264) 1135 The 
Bigger Breakfast (4089210) 

1230 Sesame Street (15719) 1230pm I 
Dream of Jeanne (34332) 1.00 Late 
Lunch (r) (T) (19142) 130 The City 
(92925790) 

135 Racing from Newmarket and 

Cheltenham Brougth Scott and John 
Francome introduce coverage of thB 
235, 235, 330 and 335 from 
Newmarket and the 230,235 and 330 
from Cheltenham (80823448) 

430 Fifteen-to-One (D (968) 430 

Countdown (T) (6599055) 435 Ridd Lake 
(T) (3767992)530 Bewitched (r) (T) (332) 
630 Late Lunch Another guest joins Mel and 
Sue (T) (245) 

630 HoUyoaks Ruth is keen to start hcase- 
hunting (T) (697) 

7.00 Channel 4 News (I) (981687) 

730 Mersey Moments (144790) 

830 The Holy Umd An intimate portrait of 
those who live in the heart of Liverpool (r) 
(9239) 

830 Brookside Lyndsey is convinced that 
she will never see Kyiie again (T) (4974) 

9,00 teBfti yi f l Dispatches A report on 
KaBBB a domestic violence and 
whether the police and the courts provide 
enough protection for women (T) 
(967041) 

9.45 Short and Curiles: Daphne and ApoNo 
Short film with Abigail McKern, Lizzie 
Mdnnemey and John Mlchie (T) (950852) 
1030 Animal Cannibals (r) (T) (5183210) 
1135 Gangsters Introduction (342887) 



The lateTupak Shakur (11.06pm) 

11.06 Gangsta Gangsta: The Tragedy of 
Tupac Shakur Documentary about the 
We of the rapper and actor (f) (766264) 
1130 Where's the Money Ronnie Short film 
about a bungled heist from the director 
Shane Meadows (774622) 

12.05am Small Time Drama about a group of 
petty crooks trying to make ft big. With 
Mat Hand and Dena Smaies (2443746) 

1.15 King of the Rajas A documentary about 
Charlie Akram, owner ol the notorious 
Rajahs Pool Club in Cardiff (7637123) 
130 The Last Gangster (1937, b/w) 
Melodrama about a gangster who gets 
out of prison to find his wife and son living 
with another man. With James Stewart. 
Rose Stradner and Edward G. Robinson. 
Directed by Edward Ludwig (73123) 

3.00 Sunny Side Up (1929, b/w) 

9 Musical with Janet Gaynor. 
directed by David Butler 
(28152543) 

5.15 Living with Violence (3126833) 

5.55 Sesame Street (8240494) 


CHANNEL 5 


CHANNEL 5 ON SATELLITE 

Channel 5 is now broadcasting on 
transponder No 63 on the Astra Satellite. 
Viewers with a Vtdeocrypt decoder will 
be able to receive the channel free of 
charge. Frequencies for transponder No 
63 are picture: 1032075 GHz; sound: 
732 and 730 MHz 


6.00am 5 News Early (2949622) 

7.00 WideWorid: State of the Union (r) (T) 
(1615264) 

730 Milkshake! (5264806) 735 Wrmzie's 
House (8780974) 830 Havekazoo 
(8040697) 830 Wishbone (8048968) 
9.00 Espresso (9826603) 10.00 Life at the 
Edge (0 (T) (7034429) 1030 Sunset 
Beach (T) (2819577) 11.10 Leeza 
(6869413) 

1230 5 News (T) (8043784) 1230pm Family 
Affairs (r) (T) (1020974) 1.00 The Bold 
and the Beautiful (T) (1614635) 130 Sons 
and Daughters (1029245) 230 Burke's 
Law (7035158) 330 100 Per Cert Gold 
(8627210) 

330 The Shakiest Gun In the West (1968) 

n Don Knotts takes the role of the cowardly 
dentist in this remake of the Bob Hope 
comedy western The Paleface. With 
Barbara Rhoades and Jackie Coogan. 
Directed by Alan Rafkin (2230719) 

535 Russell Grant's Postcards (24194622) 
530 Chef School (6508264) 

630100 Per Cent (6505177) 

630 Family Affairs Claire and Duncan argue 
over the twins' surname; and Maria is 
concerned about how the Harts will cope 
with another tragedy (T) (6596429) 

730 5 News (I) (8722719) 



Vtelll for victory? (730pm) 


730 




NB: 


Cup Winners' Cup Football 

Live coverage of the Cup 
Winners' Cup semi-final, second leg. 
between Chelsea and Vicenza, at 
Stamford Bridge where Gianluca Vlalli wiil 
hope his side can overcome a one goal 
deficit (5478764) 

Subsequent programmes may be 
subject to change 
10.00 Kickboxer (1989) Jean Claude Van 
Damme play a man who swears revenge 
on the vicious Thai kickboxer who 
paralysed his brother. Directed by Mark 
DtSaJJe and David Worth (7897516) 

1130 The Morwenna Banks Show Comedy 
sketch show (r) (T) (1019332) 

1230am Live and Dangerous Soccer action 
from the the American Major League with 
Colorado Rapids taking on DC United. 
Plus Brazilian football action from the 
Paulista State League in Sao Paulo 
(74339475) 

4.40 Prisoner Cell Block H Meg organises a 
strike; and Lizzie befriends a conman 
(2468833) 

530100 Percent (r) (9701340) 


SATELLITE AND CABLE 










12S239110X0 my Unde the Allen (1096) 
(94784) 1230 Owl There (1995) ( 17390) 
SLOOpmSaU Water Moose (19P6) (33B97) 

4.00 My Unde the Aflen (1096) (296B) 
6JM Out Thera (1995) (55836351) 830 
The Nutty Professor (1996) (21806) 
1000 Temtaaflon Man £997} (8*6429) 
11.38 Shadow Dancer (1995) (892993) 
1.15am &* In Red (1B06) (574098) 330 
TwogeUiar (1994) (52285017) 535 Ure*- 
etoofMarco Polo (1993) (6300272) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD _ 

4.00pm Suspicion 

Who's Harry Cmmb 7_(l989) ( 349652$ 
BSD ET: The Bdra-Terraemai (iskj 
(84480231 1030 II (19B9) 

(9511005) 11-50 TequHfl Sunrise (IBM) 
I1B20S5211.45am The Boston Strangler 
( 1968 ) (5684185) MO I Mat Mm In Paris 
(1937} (332226781 535 Close 


TNT 


• For further listings see 
Saturday’s Vision 
SKY 1 __ 

7.00am Street Sharks (47983) 7JO What£- 
Mess (53500) 830 Muppets TcrsgW 

(6J326) 830 Gamas Wbrid (7334622) R45 
TTk> Simpsons (218500) 9.15 The Simpsons 
(215J13) 9^45 Games World f77SMi3) 

10.00 Another World (59784) 11.00 Days o# 

Our Lives (42448) 1230 Married vrth 
Children (664131 1130pm M'A*S"H 

(92326) 1.00 Geraldo (80581) 230 Sa#v 
Jessy Raphael (50395) 330 Jer m Jones 
(96*22) 4.00 Oprah (82429) 530 Star Trek 
The Ned Generation (5622) 6.00 The Nanny 
(4055) 630 Married wtth Children (1535) 

7.00 The SmpGons (6351) 730 Raal TV 
(77191 8.00 Suddenly Siaan (9871) 830 
SwileM 11806 ) 930 Friends (76CC3I 930 
veronica's Closet (78700) 10.00 ER (17603) 

11.00 Slai Trek The Nod Generaton 
(50J13) 1230 Law and Order (16882) 

130am Long Play (6630494) 

SKY BOX OFFICE __ 

. Sky's pay-per-view movie channels. 

7 To view any film telephone 0900 800688 
Each fan costs £239 per viewing 

SKY BOX OFFICE T (Transponder 26) 

Shine (1906) 

C jiOr BOX OFFICE 2 {Transponder 60j 

WDflam Shakespeare's Romeo and 
Juliet (1997) 

SKr BOX OFFICE 3 (Transponder 591 

FlrtB Kid (1996) 

BOX OFFICE 4 (Transponder 58) 

Mars Attacks! (1906) 

SKY MOVIES SCREEN 1 _ 

6.00am L'Awentura (i960) l51BtS70O) 

835 Dangerous Curves W 
(95592413) 1030 My Ghost Dog (1997) 

(78939332) 1135 Jumanji (190a) 

(4 73232J5) 130pm temgeraut Cu«w* 

(1987} (97429) 330 Tire DouMs 
(1967) (34784) 5.00 Jumanji (ijW 
(458741 7.00 My Ghost Dog (TjWT I7L,- or . iaT ee 
(58697) 930 Crttetf Chokras SKYSPOBTS2 

(22S351 114)0 Sugar HB i 1 ®! 

% 1$1«S68741 135am Deconstruct** s»- 
rah (1094) (463543) ZAO EBce P996) 

(41263014^5 Forgotten City olPJanatot 

-tte'Apes (1974) (106663) 


000pm The Broken Chain (1993) 
SwS&CI 11-00 G fe Carter (IBTq 
(26535061) 130am Zabrhrfde PoW 
(1970) (26420185) ZOOJtoBBmtam 
Chafe (1993) (42506746) 5.00 Close 

SKY SPORTS 1 _ 

7.00am Sports Centre (70245) 7 -30Wrie- 
rtra (80448) B30 Spciis 
*00 News (84974) 030 ***** 

[29535, 1OJ00 World d Si^a Leagje 
SS71 12.00 Aatottcs (9JZ10) 1230pm 
aTFiOhl Ccvmdowr (233511 130 Gofc 

ihni iUM B.DO Spcrts Cenue 14887) &30 
(2239) 7JJ0 FoortBj 
1*0 Spmdi 
LflJ (911421 930 Bg flQhl 
SrtdOwnPDMT) la0 ° S *’ ofls C,0rt,e 
(63069) 1030 Trans World Sport (K3S1) 

fVntia (43235) 1230am Bg 

SS fW76S) ^“ lh |Sf(S , 1)330 

530 Trans World Sport (izoiii 

(13882) 530 Sports 

Canoe (93794) 


SKY MOVIES SCREEN 2 _ 

6.00am UnfeithMty Voure (1948) 
(95871 ( BM Salt wafer Moose (1993) 


7 «tam Aerabfcs (873HW 730 Sport 
Certre 18SF3500) 8-0® 

SSfjrHSrffia 

|g 7 4STSo ForfW* Laegue Review 


(3902535) 6X10 Wbrid of SaSng (3909448) 
630 Inside the PGA Tour (3810500) 7J00 
Sports Centre (2733719) 730 The Rugby 
CU) (6543332) bjw Formula Three 
(3895581) 930 SM Prra (6327535) 1030 
Golf; MO Heritage Classic (3962061) 12.00 
VdSeybefl (6439185) 130am Sports Centre 
(9316611) 230 CteS 

SKY SPORTS 3 _ 

1230 Wresting (83247968) 1.00pm Rsh 
TV (B3329516) 230 Snooker Pots oi Gold 
@7228429) 230 Dokte Davies' Sporting 
Heroes (16444910) 330 Futbol MuntfiS 
(7077421 4.00 Trans World Sport 

(318486821 530 UoteytaS: Nadontf Cup 
Final (88074CS5) 630 Formula Three 
(70687974) 730 Gofr. Cannes Open 
(28599897) 1030 Bobby Charlton's, Foc*- 
bal Scswbook (2)500626)1130 Close 

EUROSPORT _ 

730am Showpfeiplng World Ckp — Road 
10 the Fmal (76616) 830 Cycflng: Flesh 
Wdfcvme (62974) 10.00 Modem Penrretv 
lon. World (73332) 1130 Extreme 
Wtnctsurfing (33177) 1130 Motors Maga¬ 
zine (447901 130pm TennhE Barcelona 
ATP Toranamem — Uve (1580O61J 430 
Boule: European Cup UTOQ) 530 Hoad to 
the Work) Cup (7B221 630 Trial Metz 
Indoor Tour (20210) 7.00 Dhitng- European 
Cup (47784) 830 Boring (69852) 930 
Eixopeon Cup IMrwers' Cup (8/239) 1130 
Mows Magazine (71582) 1230am Ctote 

UK GOLD __ 

730am Never the Tuon (5236500) 7-35 
Neighbours (4309B06) 8.00 Crossroads 
<52ffi822) 835 EaslEndors (5695429) 930 
The (8876910) 930 Howards' way 
(65092451 1030 Sholoy (9017061) 1030 
The SuJBvans (3127062) 113 0 Bruce 
Forsyth's Genera!on Game (3008983) 
12.00 Crossroads (53105055) T 235pm 
Netanbours (53108142) 1255 EastEnders 
(2644516) 130 BtesTNs Hcuoe (7 794143) 
p m Ewer Decreasing CJrctee (5736993) 
2.45 Slay Lucky (8650966) 3-43 The an 
(2106790) 4.15 Jt*e1 Bravo (307S95B1) 
SJ» EdfiiEnders (2349T77) &S5 Break 
(1224993) 630 The W (8560719) 7.00 
RUir Stgglc* (1396) (71541697) 830 
The Detectives Shorts 0406055) 930 Bugs 
(26280887) 1035Minder (51590871) 11.10 
Lot a Jongteura 130164(5) 11^40 No itw 
Nfec O'CfcpCk News (B577S16) 12.10am 
nut C am ero n's Closet (1968) 
I5Z878833) 130 The Equalzer (1475272) 
230 Shoppme 15440678) 



Helen Baxcndaie and David Scfrw im mer in Friends (Sky 1, 9pm) 


GRANADA PLUS 


8.00am ThB Bax (3785239) 730 El Uncut 
(2475993) 730 CottndJGn Si (2381500) 
830 Bfind Date (1400264) 930 Wish Me 
Lut* (4489806) 1030 The SalnT (2387784) 
1130 Hawat FhreO (2470448) 1230 
CorcnaUan S (4406390) 1230pm FBfr*ea 
(7888156) 130 Afina Romance [2474254) 
130 Me end My Gri (7885429) 2LM Wish 
Me Luck (9455332) 330 Jason King 
(1982326) 430 Hanai FwfrO (1067061) 
530 The Sant (6353535) 830 Fantites 
(8754719) 830 CoranatKn SI (8665871) 
730 Doctor n Ctwje (5Z54264) 730 On 
the Buses (8681065) &0O Jason King 
12082055) 930 Corenarim St (1063245) 
930 Whoaftapows aid Shunters Social 
Oub (7809822) 1030 The San (2158806) 
1130 Granada MBi and Motors (53W245) 

CARLTON SELECT (CABLE) 

530pm BtoCfcbusias (871444)3} 530 Hey 
Dad II (7 Q788413) 630 Byto Qwfl 
(70785326) 630 A Country Practice 
(70872806) 730 London Bndgo 

(87237177)730 Ga Back (70861790) 830 
Desmond's (87140687) 830 TtuTe Low 
(87225332) 930 Kennedy (00845429) 
1030 AU Vfedemahan, Pa (90848516) 


1130 Si Elserihera (43188061) 1230 
Doctor Down Under (19659730) 1230am 
Talas ot Ihe Unexpected (26390217) 

DISNEY CHANNEL _ 

6.fl0am Bear in the Big Blue House B30 
Jungle Cubs 730 M&uy Dudes 730 
Nightmare Ned 7.45 Ned's Newt 030 
Recess 830 Pepper Am 930 Brand 
SpanMng New Doug 930 Smart Guy 1030 
Student Bodies 1030 Teen Angel 11,00 
Boy Moals World 1130 Brotherly Low 
1230 honey. I Shrunk the Kids- Hie TV 
Show tZABpm Classic Toons 130 The 
CJtcue ol AdverUMB 230 Ned's Newl 235 
Aladdin: The Series 3-00 Timon and 
Pumbaa 330 Brand Spanking New Dwg 
430 Pepper Ann 430 Recess 530 Smart 
Guy 5L30 Stodert Botte3 a00 Taen Angri 
630 Boy Meets Wbrid 7.00 RLII; Opera¬ 
tion Dunbo Drop 8.45 FILM: The Rcfum 
olJatar 1030 Close 
FOX KIDS NETWORK 

630am Ptaver Rangers 2so 730 Buieeu ot 
Alien Detectors 730 Acs Ventura 830 
Incredfl* Hull 830 The Caaper Hour 930 
Motui Kombat 10.00 Gccsdbumps 1030 
Eene. Indiana 1130 Sam and Mas 1130 
Ufe with Louie 1230 The Tick 1230pm 


Fareaste Four 130 Power Rangers Zoo 
230 Buneai ol ANen Detectors 230 Ace 
Ventura 3.00 The incredlbte HUk 330 
Mortal Korrto 430 The Casper Hour 530 
Goasefaunpe 530 Eerie, ridfam 630 X 
Men 630 Spiderman 730 Close 

CARTOON NETWORK 

AJ your tevowte cartoons broadceet from 
SLOOam u 930fim. seven days a week. 

NICKELODEON _ 

6 . 00 am SdcMn* Around 730 Bruno the Kid 
830 Hey AmokU 830 Rugrars 1030 Doug 
1130 Angry Beavers 1230 Recto's Mod¬ 
em me 130pm ClanssB Explains i All 230 
The Secret Wbrid ol Alex Mack 330 Kenan 
and Kd 430 Rucyrifi 530 Sister StttH 630 
Moesha 730 Close 

TROUBLE _ 

730am Bremen 730 EsdNorm Jim 830 
CeKfexnia tteams 830 Hang Time 930 
Ready or Not 030 Heenbreak Hitfi 1030 
Echo PoM 11.00 Bremen 1130 Earthworm 
Jml230Svrere 1230pm Haaribreak Hl^i 
130 Echo PoM 230 Hdyoeks 230 Blare 
330 Swear 330 CaBkma Dreams 430 
Ready or Not 430 Saved by Ihe Bafl 530 
Hoiyoaka 530 USA Hl(Jh 630 Harm Time 
830 Bangs 6>» Rush 730 Saved By the 
Bel 730 USA High 830 Ckse 

CHALLENGE TV _ 

530pm Cross Wire 5.45 Famly Forftna 
830 CachphrasB 7.i5FWeetvto-One &00 
Qysia! Mare 9.15 Strike h Lucky 1030 3-2- 
111.15 SHcky Moments on Tour 1230Sale 
ol the Centuy 1230am The Felhe* Dowbig 
MyrereKS 130 Fall Guy230 Scopes Dmer 
330 Snowy River The McGregor Sage 
430 Big Vafey 630 Screenehop 
BRAVO _ 

830pm A-Teren (4634687) 930 Real 
Stories ol the Htfway Patrol (7240535) 
930 Cops (6518993) 1030 Basement 
(5721D41J 1030 Red Dbries 

(7857679) 1130 RLM: American Yakua 
(7494239) 1.00am Bravo's Brials (2105746) 
130 Baseman (7474475) 230 RbbI Slones 
□l Ihe tfighwey Pfflrei 0414(061830 Cops 
(34935431 330 FILM Big Offer 
(I2905E2J 530 A-Teren (2463949) 
PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

730pm Cosby (5G97) 730 Roseanne 
(5993) 830 Grace Under Fire (7245) 830 
Carohne m Ihe Cay (J8521 930 CybH 


(26887) 930 Sen [184291 1030 Frasier 
005811 1030 Cheers (89429) 11.00 
Duckmrei (21332) 1130 Mad For IT (51622) 
1230 Nuses (432171 1230am B's Garry 
Shantung's Show (90307) 130 Fraser 
(34553) 130 Cheers (29543) 230 Canrine 
(n the dry (78433) 230 Mad For N 187630) 
330 Roseanne (94369) 330 Cyb* (78BEG) 

THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 

B30pm Ouamum Leap (5370111) 930 The 
Cape (1635185) 1030 FILM: Zapped) 
(1982) [25855181 1230 Sightings 

(8764272) 130am The Brink: Woman 
(4185272) 2.00 Friday the 13th (6515340) 
330 Tales ol the Unexpected (1476543) 
330 Dark Shadows (46653881430 Close 

HOME & LEISURE _ 

930am The Joy ol Panting 030 The 
Garden Shew 1030 Garden Calendar 
1030 The Furniture Guys 1130 Salmon 
Run *vdh Jack Chert on 1130 Homeeme 
1230 Home Savvy 1230pm This Cud 
House 130 fan Can Cook —The Best ot 
A&a 130 Furniture to Go 230 Dong d Up 
230 Runmage 330 The Deemen 330 
Home Agan 430 Close 

DISCOVERY _ 

430pm Rex Hunt FeWng World (8550332) 
430 Zoo Story (8556516) 530 Fret Ftiflrts 
(8250055) 530 Time Travellers (84749681 
630 VMdftfe SOS (8464581) 830 Adven¬ 
tures oi the Quest (4430500) 730 Disaster 
(8557246) 830 In Search of the Last 
Mammoth (4630871) 930 FlghlfinB 

(1140581) 930 Ultra Science (64252391 
1030 Forenac Detectives (4726622) 1130 
ProfeesunaiB (391-1500) 1230 Fra Fftcyns 
(3915543) 1230am QnaeTH (1819633) 
130 Crocodte Huraer (487977ft 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

7.00pm Raaky WBd Aramafs (9603516) 
730 CaH ol the Coyote (7268784) 8.00 
Deep OMng (9613264) 830 v««ns of ihe 
Deep (9528871) 930 Lord Ol the Animals: 
Lord Ol the Eaoies (2831264) 930 Extreme 
Erelh- In the Shadow o( Vesuvius (135961$ 
1030 Can't Drown This Tom (17373061 
1130 Monteys 41 the MW (9Z79142) 1230 
Arcbc ftetoge. A Vanehng WBdemeaa 
(6199320) 130am Ctose 

TRAVEL (CABLE) _ 

1230 Swiss Rafroy Journeys 130pm 
Sports Satans 130 The Food LdveCs Gude 
To Australia 230 On Tour 230 Far Hung 


Floyd 3.00 Mound Bman 330 Thousand 
Facee Ol Indonesia 430 On Top Of The 
Wcrid 530 Sports Salarts 530 Aspedts Of 
Ufe 630 The Food Lover s Guide To 
Australia 630 On Tour 730 &ee] Splen¬ 
dours 01 The World 830 Steffng The 
World 830 The Ftavcus Ol France 930 
Grainger 1 !! World 1030 On The Horcon 
1030 Far Flung Floyd 11.00 Aspects Ol 
Ufe 1130 Thousand Faces Or Indonesia 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

430pm Battle tar the GuB (3806697) 530 
Weapons el War C725790) B OO Ancient 
Mysteries (63157HJ) 730 Brigrepiiy Lyn¬ 
don B Johnson (2707993) 830 Ctose 

CARLTON FOOD (CABLE) 

9.00am Food Network Dafy 930 Food tat 
Thought 1030 Who s Cooking Dinner’ 
1030 WhaTa Goohrg? 1130 Wonal 
Thompson Cooks 1130 Graham Kerr's 
Kitchen 1230 Food Network Drily 
1230pm Caribbean Ught 130 Food tor 
Thought 130 Ideal Home Cooks 2.00 
Perfect Pasta wtm Akto Zm 230 Food 
Network Daly 330 Year et Balymaloe a an 
Worrel Thompson Cocks 430 From the 
Ground Up 430 Jenny Bristow's Country 
Cooking 530 Close 

LIVING _ 

6.00am Tiny Lmng 930 Reedy, Steady. 
Cook 035 Hart to Han 1030 The Young 
and the Restlees 1130 Brookslde 1130 
•imrny's 1230pm Animal Rescue 1230 
Drei Show 135 ArireneBn Junkies » m 
Liwng It Upl 330 Jury Sponger 4.10 
Ftokxida 630 The Here Is On 530 Ready. 
Steady, Cock 8.10 Jeny Springer 730 
Rbbcub 911 730 MyneneG. Magic and 
Mraete 830 Tempest 930 RLIt; That 
Magic Moment 1130 The Sex Zone 

ZEE TV _ 

BJOrni Nresafyo 730 Jaagran 730 
Mgflrt&rinBg 1^1318 830 News 830 
^ 3n*0i 930 Jseuan Jycb 
930 Msssya Di Rata 1030 Karb 1130 Pot 
Luck 1130 Oaraai 1230 HUft Pw 
, Mohabbre 330pm Chashme Badoor 330 
D«aan430Hren Paawi 430 Vfcran Am 
E k Wlnute S30 Antflksharl 
£211tojfVWBaei B30 Bujho Geet 
Paw* 730 Darn Dame Dam 730 
ESS***® N«n 830 Andaz 930 
Hasrateln 1030 The Big Debate 1030 
&«»hca 1130 ZEE Hon O' Stow 1230 
Ctora 430am FHJfc Anmol Mohahbet 
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TABLE TENNIS 43 

Lomas prepares 
to take 
her leave 


SPORT 
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BRYAKTS EYE 46 

Runners race 
to join 
country set 



Vialli is facing tactical dilemma 


Zola holds key 
to Chelsea’s 
final assault 


CHELSEA’S dilemma in the 
second leg of their Cup Win¬ 
ners’ Cup semi-final at Stam¬ 
ford Bridge this evening is 
unenviable. Should they at¬ 
tack. as they should have done 
in Vicenza, go for the two goals 
they need and risk conceding 
one? Or should they temper 
their approach with caution 
knowing, as Gianluca Vialli. 
their player-manager does, 
that so long as a game 
remains goalless, there is al¬ 
ways hope of a late, saving 
strike — the implication here 
being that Vialli himself re¬ 
mains undecided. 

Chelsea could and should 
have done better in the first leg 
in Vicenza. What was taken 
initially to be chiefly a reaction 
alter playing 120 minutes in 
the Coca-Cola Cup final four 
days earlier was in fact down 
to a tactical choice, almost 
certainly a mistaken one. Per¬ 
haps the very fact that Vialli is 
Italian, knows Italian football 
intimately and was against an 
Italian team conditioned his 
approach and, therefore. 
Chelsea's. 

In the first leg, Chelsea 
made Vicenza look better than 
they really are. In Serie A, they 
are without ambitions for the 
championship and with a 
lurking fear of relegation. The 
embarrassing 3-1 home defeat 
by lowly Lecce, three days 
after their match with Chel¬ 
sea. may well have been 
because of mental and physi¬ 
cal weariness. 

The 1-1 draw away to 
Fiorentina last Saturday was a 
better indication of their po¬ 
tential. but, if you are looking 
for space in a match — which 
Chelsea are sure will be at a 
premium this evening — you 
are surely going to find more 
of it away than at home. 

The loss of Roberto di 
Matteo through suspension, 
though he was peripheral 
figure in Vicenza, will certain- 


By Brian Gianville 
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CHELSEA (probable. 4-4-2): E de Goey 

— S Oarte. F Leboeuf, M Dubeny. G Le 
Sau* — D Petrescu, 0 Wise. E Newton. 
G Poyet — G Zola a T A Ho. G ViaW or 
M Hughes. 

VICENZA (probable: 4-4-1-1) P Britfio 

— G Mendez. 0 Betoffi. G Ocara. F 
Vhnani — M Schenaitf. D dl Carte, M 
Ambrosmi. G Ambrosetti — L Zaull — P 
Luiso. 

Television: Channel 5 (7.30pm). 


ly limit Chelsea's chances in 
attack. Vialli said: “For us. it’s 
going to be tough without 
Roberto, because he’s a great 
midfielder. He can score, pass 
die ball and win the ball back. 

I would rather have Roberto in 
the team, but I'm sure that 
even without him, we can do 
the job." 

Vialli may well deride to use 
Gustavo Poyet. the Uruguay 
midfield player, a less fluent 
but more physical individual, 
m Di Matteo's stead. He has 
already, after so long an 
absence, come on convincing¬ 
ly as a substitute. “I think 
he’s certainly fit.” Vialli said. 
“Of course, he needs more 
games to improve his perfor¬ 
mance.” 

Chelsea can also surely 
hope for a larger contribution 
from Dan Petrescu. another 
who disappointed in the first 
leg but whose skills and 
strategy will be especially 
important now, in Di Matteo’s 
absence. 

Francesco Guidolin, the 
much sought-after Vicenza 
manager, has made it clear 
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ACROSS 
I Think over (8) 

5 (SkinJ flake off, fruit skin ff) 
7 Rodent, losing out to grey 
cousin (3.8) 

S Ambush: snare (4) 

9 Olympic city. 2004 (6) 

10 Proficient people (6) 

13 Play on words (3) 

14 Rotatory force (6) 

17 Game tile with spots (6) 

18 Gave temporarily (4) 

19 Jewish linkcd-triangle m«y 
tif(4JL5) 

20 Brawl: start to wear (4) 

21 Idle type (8) 


SOLUTION TO NO 1380 

ACROSS: 1 Pickle 4 Bomber 9 Amalgam 10 Toast 
It Kukri 13 Rake-off 14Cap 15Other 16 Pea 
17 Mercury 19 Shift 21 Libra 22 Adaptor 24 Titter 
25 Deceit 

DOWN: \ Plank 2 Crack up 3 Lug 5 Outskirts 6 Bravo 
7 Ratafia S Omar Khayyam 12 Inoculate 14 Camelot 
(6 Philtre IS Robot 20 Tarot 23 Awe 


THEsi^TLMES BOOKSHOP 


NEW TIMES CROSSWORD TITLES NOW AVAILABLE! 

The Tjnws T«t> Qpmwmi* (Bonk TTjc Times (Book 3) Crynic-CLTO 

tu T,mes nattos ^ 

ng® orders or for father details, Ifpiim bv 
rfxXjU C^irnii^ Efpyjg* TOjhc M ri.U’i Bunts-Lm<sMWds and «nj in; TTv- TlVnei 
BrAshop. FO Bn -*45. Folmuuih.TR 11 ZtN. IXHnvr) in 10-14 days and suited ro hm liability. 


DOWN 

1 Compare unlike features (8) 

2 (Liquid) ooze out (4) 

3 Cheeky (13) 

4 Crude bur adequate (5-3-5) 

5 Conditional early release 
(6) 

6 All leave (stage dir.) (6) 

7 Somewhat: for preference 
(6J 

11 Self-possessed: balanced (6) 

12 Quick way (5-3) 

15 Ejection: sure to (drug.) (6) 

16 Excavation pic one hunted 
( 6 ) 

18 Eg wing, flipper, leg (4) 
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that his team will be looking to 
score at least once tonight and 
he is convinced that they can 
do it. He may well be right- 
Chelsea’s defence is not the 
most secure, especially 
through the middle, unforced 
errors are not rare and only 
the athletic goalkeeping of the 
much-improved Ed de Goey 
kept Vioenza at bay in the first 
leg — as. indeed, it had in 
Seville against Real Betis in 
the quarter-finals. 

Lambeno Zault. the mid- 
field player, and Pasquale 
Luiso. a striker, the first in his 
initial season in Serie A, the 
other in his second, both have 
the speed, sleight of foot and 
the opportunism to snap up 
half-chances for Vioenza. 

Gabriele Ambrosetti, on 
loan from AC Milan, who 
almost certainly want him 
bade has the speed and con¬ 
trol to implement sharp 
counter-attacks. The 34-year- 
old Domenico di Carlo, in 
central midfield, is a clever 
user of the ball. 

What team will Vialli de¬ 
ploy? As ever, it remains a 
mystery almost to the brink. 
Will he choose himself? 
Will Gianfranco Zola be with 
him, this time used centrally, 
rather than exiled, unhappily, 
to the wing? Will Vialli rely on 
the dangerous running of the 
lanky Fla or the more combat¬ 
ive commitment of Mark 
Hughes, the Welshman? 

Zola is anxious to play and 
to play well, knowing that his 
place in Italy’s World Cup 
squad could depend on it. and 
on Chelsea's progress. It was 
unfortunate for him that 
Cesare Maldini. the Italy 
manager, was watching the 
game in Vicenza. 

“We have to be very care¬ 
ful." Zola said, “because the 
situation’s not easy. Yes. of 
course, we have to score two 
goals, at the same time, we 
have to keep a dean sheet It’s 
easy to say in words, but to 
change it into reality, you have 
to be spot-on. But l think 
Chelsea has a lot of skills in its 
pocket If you want to go to the 
World Cup, you have to do 
well, you have to produce for 
your team." 

What Zola could well pro¬ 
duce is one of those remark¬ 
able goals from a swirling free 
kick, which is why. sooner or 
later, he must surely be used 
in this game. An early goal 
would dearly be of great value 
to Chelsea, not least because it 
would leave Vicenza with two 
difficult choices: either to mass 
in defence, hoping to hang on 
for extra time and penalties, 
but giving Chelsea the initia¬ 
tive, or to go looking for the 
goal that Guidolin thinks they 
can score, but giving Chelsea 
space. 

Guidolin believes that Vi¬ 
cenza fans will come en masse 
to Stamford Bridge, but they 
will hardly be sufficiently 
numerous ro encourage their 
team with the magnificent 
choral renderings heard in 
Italy. Dennis Wise felt this 
rousing support acted as a 
twelfth man for the home 
team. 

The likely absence of Frank 
Sindair may not weaken Chel¬ 
sea’s defence, but it does 
deprive them of his powerful, 
sudden eruptions into the 
penalty box at set-pieces, 
which has recently brought 
him two spectacular goals. 

Chelsea, one feels, are capa¬ 
ble of niming the trick, but 
they could still pay for their 
mistake and caution in 
Vicenza. 



Groundstaff dear water from the covers at Cambridge, where the weather was the undoubted winner. Photograph: Hugh Roudedge 

Sport battered by snow and floods 


By Simon Wilde 

THE freak weather conditions are 
threatening to make a mockery of the 
sporting programme. A golf tourna¬ 
ment was delayed for several hours 
yesterday because of snow, the open¬ 
ing fixtures of the new cricket season 
saw no action at all and a race meeting 
at Pontefract was lost because of 
waterlogged ground. Another meet¬ 
ing. at Stratford on Saturday, has 
already been abandoned because of 
flooding 

The attempts to stage cricket seemed 


the most preposterous. Hay was called 
off early in the day at both The Parks, 
where Oxford University are taking 
on Sussex, and at Fenner’s, where ’ 
Cambridge University and North¬ 
amptonshire are unlikely to take the 
field today either. The ground is 
flooded for the second time in a week. 

The forecast is for slightly warmer 
weather at the weekend, but. with rain 
still expected, the first round of 
Britannic Assurance county champ¬ 
ionship matches, scheduled to start 
tomorrow, looks vulnerable. 

One of the most regrettable casual¬ 


ties could be Sussex’s bold plan to 
stage a floodlit match at Hove on 
Tuesday, when the forecasters are 
suggesting that evening temperatimes 
could be only stightiy above freezing 
The second floodlit match, erf the 
season is not until mid-June. 

“We have scheduled a match this 
early in the year as an experiment for 
the cricket world,” Tony PigotL Sus¬ 
sex’s chief executive, stud. “In Eng¬ 
land. the weather in June is no less 
certain than it is in April. It could be a 
beautiful day on Tuesday.” Sussex are 
insured against the match, an Axa 


League game with Lancashire, being 
abandoned. 

Play at Canterbury tomorrow is in 
the balance because of a sodden 
outfield, and the grounds at Derby 
and Headmgley began yesterday 
under snow. At New Road. Worcester, 
frequently flooded by the the River 
Severn, a warm-up game was complet-» 
ed on Tuesday. " 

The snow took its heaviest toll at 
Copt Heath Golf Club. Solihull where 
the first round of the Peter McEvoy 
Trophy was cancelled. The second 
round got under way at 11.45am. 


Gregory optimistic that 
Villa will keep Staunton 


Zola: keen to impress 
the Italy manager 


STEVE STAUNTON is mov¬ 
ing ever closer to pledging his 
future to Aston Villa with John 
Gregory, the Villa manager, 
meeting Staunton’s represen¬ 
tatives for talks today. Al¬ 
though he does not expect the 
Ireland defender to agree 
terms before the weekend, as 
has been suggested, he is 
optimistic that Staunton wiU 
ultimately deride against a 
move. 

The situation is significant, 
not just for Villa but as an 
early indication of the way 
that the game is evolving in 
the wake of the Bosman 
ruling. Staunton, valued at 
around £5 million., is out of 
contract at the end of season 
and, under the new rules, is 
available on a free transfer. It 
has been expected that the best 
players will move elsewhere in 
these circumstances, with 
dubs happy to pay exorbitant 
wages m lieu of a fee. 

_ Of course. Staunton, who 
signed from Liverpool seven 
years aga will be no pauper 
should he remain at Villa 
Park. He will be offered 
£20.000 per week for three 
years, with the option of a 
fourth on his contract, and 
would become eligible for a 
lucrative testimonial in the 
new millennium. However, a 
move would facilitate a sign¬ 
ing-on fee approaching seven 
figures and an even higher 
salary. 

Gregory is presenting his 
case on the prospect of medals 
on the shelf as much as 
pounds in the pocket Since his 
appoimment in February, Vil¬ 
la have moved from fifteenth 
position in the FA Carling 
Premiership to ninth and a 
late flourish could see them 
into the Uefa Cup next season. 


By Richard Hobson 

Staunton, who has been 
linked with moves to Totten¬ 
ham Hotspur and Lazio, the 
Serie A side, twice rejected 
offers from Brian Little, Greg¬ 
ory’s predecessor. 

"Contrary to what people 
might think, h is not all about 
money.” Gregory said. “Steve 
ts looking at the situation to 
see where we are going as a 
football club. He is ambitious, 
he wants to win things and 
commit himself to a club that 
can challenge for Europe — 
which is why he is not going to 
Tottenham. 

“He wants to know my 
plans for strengthening the 
team for next season. At the 
moment, I think our chances 
of keeping him are slightly 
better than 50-50, but the 
situation is still delicate — if I 
cut the wrong piece of wire, it 
could blow up in my face.”. 

Managers, like players, are 


TOMORROW 



Alex Ferguson tells 
Oliver Holt why he 
looks forward to 
further success at 
Manchester United 


gradually coming to terms 
with the changes. George Gra¬ 
ham. the Leeds United man¬ 
ager, placed Rod Wallace on 
the transfer list earlier in the 
year as he sought a fee, 
however slight, for a player 
who. like Staunton, can leave 
for nothing at the end of the 
season. At Manchester Uni¬ 
ted, Alex Ferguson recently 
gave extensions to some of his 
younger players already con¬ 
tracted into the next century. 

Gregory is determined to 
avoid a repeat of the Staunton 
situation. He is in the process 
of offering new terms to five 
players — Mark Bosnich. 
Mark Draper. Julian Joachim, 
Lee Hendrie and Gary Charles 
— whose contracts do not 
expire until after next season. . 

The Scottish League con¬ 
firmed its support for the new 
Scottish Premiership yester¬ 
day when it agreed to release 
the dubs involved. The Pre¬ 
miership, which is due to start 
in August, needs only the 
approval of the Scottish Foot¬ 
ball Association (SFA), which 
has requested fuU details of 
the plans by tomorrow. 

Peter Donald, the league 
secretary, said: “The manage¬ 
ment committee have exam¬ 
ined the various documents 
launched with them and have 
accepted the settlement agree¬ 
ment and signed." 

The next SFA executive com- 
mittee is scheduled for April 
24 and they have set aside a 
special May 5 meeting when 
they are expected to bring the 
long-running saga to a dose. 
However, the governing body 
has asked for at least a week to 
read through and consider 
matters fufly. hence the re¬ 
quirement for tomorrow’s 
deadline. 
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LIFE INSURANCE 

Save Money On Your Life Insurance 


NEW RATES OFFER IMPROVED TERMS 
See how much we can save you. 

rowldw hi fltuJruk,^ bdowr tor monWy pranium on d is year wni> life mwrwtt. 


Male and female both 34 years of age, non smokers 




AHionce & Leicester £32.70 Black Hone Life 
Royal Scottish £33.00 Nat West Lite 


Midland life 
Waolwich Lite 


£33.00 Nat West Lite 
£36-40 Nationwide Lite 
£38.09 TSB life 


Abbey National Lite £39.0B j Britannio Ufa £ 54.65 

W» can arrange this for only £24 mi. 


Tiff BEST RATES TEg BEST COMPARES. THE BEST 

ADVICE. JUST ONE FRgBiy PHONE CAU AWAY! 


CALL FREE: 8.30am - 5.30pm v 
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pension services 
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